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statos the following fact as within lus own
knowledge and observation, His grandfather,
in the fall of the year 1812, selected two white
oak trees, sizo, situation, gencral appoarance
a4 to ago and health and the sall, as neur alhke
as possible. 1In the month of March follow-
ing, in the old of the moon, one trece was cul,
tho timber carried to the mill and sawed into
guitablo timber and scantling for au_ox cart,
and put up to svason in the open air. The
middle of June the other troe was cut, carried
to mill and sawed as the former, suit.tle for an
ox wagon, anG put up in the open utr to sca-
son, and treated in overy respoct like that cut
in March. In the tall of the year, both parcels
of timber were housed, and in the spring folluw-
ing an ox cart was made from one und an ox
wagon from the other parcel, both puinted, and
the work alike m all respacts. They were
used principully for hauling stone, aud ¢t there
was any dierence w the service to whic they
were used, it was that the Junu timbet had the
hardest. ‘They were both housed in winter and
commonly remained out 1 summer.  Mr. Poor
says, at tlus tme (1821) the one mnade of tim-
ber cut in Maich 1s very much ducayed, the
sides defective, much bruised, and a general
gppearance of decay, while that made of tunber
cut in June is perfectly sound, has not given
nor started in the joints, or in auy respect ap-
pears halt’ as much worn as the other, although
1t has had the hardest service.

The late flon. Timothy Pickering, the first
President of our Society, whase zeal and in-
telligence, connected with hus long experienco
and great industry, give to his opiniony much
value, appears to have been of opinion, that
the Leat tme for fellng timber trees for dura-
ulty, is, when the sap 1s vigorously flosing
e states the followng fact, as communicated
to hun by Joseph Cooper, Ezq., of New Jer-
sey, a practical furmor.  Mr. Cooper’s furm lay
upon the banks of the Delaware, nearly oppo-
site Pluladelphia, and was exposed to the rava-
ges of the Brush army while occupying that
atv.  Pressed for fuel, his fences first fell a
prey to their necessities, and in the inonth of
DMay, 1718, they cut down a quantily of his
whnte oeak trees; but circumstances requiring
their sudden evacuation of the city, his fallen
tunber was saved. U'lus he split into postsund
1ails.  ‘The ensuming winter, 1 the old 9[’ the
mwon, in Febiuary, he felled an additional
quantity of his white oaks, und split thum into
posts and rails to carry on his foncing. It is
now, sa:d Mr, Coaper, twenty two yeurs since
the fences made of the May fallen tunber were
put up, and they aro yet sound; whereas thuse
made of tracs telled in February, were rotting
in about twelve years. Mr. Pickering treats
the notion, that the moon has an wflvcuce vpen
tunbur or vegetation as visionary.

1 Lave Lefore suid, that it 13 not yet well set-
tled whether the mocn has any influence upon
vegetation, 1t 13, ndeed, a singulur fact, that
tins subject ehould remumn unseitled even to
tnc present day: and yct 1t 18 5o far unsettled,
that probubly one half of our farmers who
have accastoit 1o sow a Geld of turmps, would
prefer the old of the moun. T have never had
auv belief 10 the suppesed influence of the
inoon, and have generally adopted the opinton
that wdustry and sunshime will do very well
without any wid irom the moon. I have gene-
rally ranked this opition of tho monn’s influcnce,
with thuse superstiitons which would giva im-
portance to the circumstance, whether the
wmoon was first seen aver the right or leftshoul-
dor ar whether an enterprse wonld be success.
ful commenced on Friday.,  And yet some meu
of great science and experience aro fism in the
behel of us influcnce.
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Tur. May Packrr has arrived at Halifax, 39
days from England.

LotdJonx Russsri haslost his Eloction for South
Devon, by a insjority of 687. Tho appointment of
Lord Heyresnur ¢ as Governor of India, and Lord
Axuknst as Commiseioner to Canada, have been
cancolled.

C. GraxT, tho Colonial Secretary, Las boon pro.
moted to the Peerage, under the title of L.ono GLEN-
rtY, and 18 sad to bo a Candidato for the ufiico of
tiovernor General of India.

Taxes urox Kyowrnxpen.—~Numcrous Mectings
havo lately been held throughout England and Scot-
land, having for their object to apply to Parliament for
the ropeal of the laws which impuse taxes upon News-
papers and other Periodicals: Petitions have been
generally and numerously signed—and etrong hopes
are ontertained that tho present Ministry will make
it onc of the leading objects of their measurcs of
Reform, to free tho British Press from tho oppressive
load of taxes under which it groaws, and allow the
streama of Kuowledge to flow to the British poople,
as !rco as the streamns from their mountaine.

The heavy duty and prohibitary clauses which aro
impused on Books imported from Foreign countrics
by 6th Geo. 4th, chap. 1t4, is another tax upon
knowledge, which ought forthwith to bo removed; and,
we bave no hesitation in saying, that of tmely and
tespectful application be made from those Colomnies,
scttng forth tho mmpohiey of thiz repulsive tax, aud
withall, that it is nugatory in a highdzgree, in as much,
as the Books which Booksellers are peohibited by law
from unporting, find thoir way in great abundance into
the Coloaies, through numerous privato channels, in a
contraband way.

1t 13 ovident . aat the law was so constructed for
the protection of British authora, but we firmly helieve,
that from thie source, they denve neither protection
nor emohunent.

Tcxas.—In our last we gave soms sketches of
this fine Provinco, from the pen of an intelligent
English writer (General Wavel.)—Something, how.
over, appearcd to be wanting to satisly thoe numerous
enquinics about this interesting country, and with a
view to 8ll up thus blank, wo subjom the following,
taken from another source. We may add, that alf
the accounts of Texas we have seen, socm to be too
ighly coloured to admit of our unqualiicd beliof. Its
boing under such a Priest-ridden Government as the
Mextcan, and a frontier ternory to such an ambitious
Republic as the Umited States, and consequently liable
to bocome the seat of War, or the objact of religious
percocution, would be inseparablo barners aganat our
evon adopting it as our couatry, as we can seo little
chaunce of security for either person or property.

s Texas 1 the most northerly Province of the ro-
public of Mexico, it is situated 1n 'lhe Mexican Gulf,
aud its shores are washed by 230 miles of the soa. It
lies betwoen latitude 37 1.2 and 38 North, and long.
98 and icZ  ~ot frum Greenwich, .nd comprises an
arena of 150,000 square miles  1ts northern and
Eastern boundary touchics the United States, from
the moutis of the Labme, on the gulf of Mexico, to
the Cordiileras; and as first principal sea port, Gul.
veston Bay, 18 only two days’ sul from New Oc¢leans.

The clima:e of Texas, with a fow exceptions on the
sea coast and the low bottoms, is salubrious 1n the
highest degree, the sail is fertile beyond example,
vielding all the fr its of the curth in the utinest per-
foction, indian corn. cotton and tobacco, with the
casiest pussible culture, and in the wimost abundance;
in no part of the earth does produce reward the labours
of the husbandman more bountifully.  The country is
aleo nich w wmineral wealth, winls the live oak furests
often reach down to the edge of the sea, twining to
the shies in all the beauty and grandeur of that valu-
able and mportant Tree. .

Wild harses traverse the country in countless herds,
they atc easily cavght, broken, and made useful to

men; musquitoes, Hlies, and fovers are unknown, and
the winters are s9 nuld that catilo aro never housed;
nor does tho hasvandman find it nucessary to make
hay, or food for lus beaste 1 any part of the year; for
the fortile pratries, which are covored with game and
exlubit an etornal xpring, yield food fur man and besst
spontanecously.

Upon the upper traot there is‘a Sifver mine; Copper
has also been discovered,nnd on tho lower tract there
19 abundance of lron and B:tuininous coal; choico epe-
cunens of both have been shown us,—they are of the
firat quahity,

The mildust systom of government exists in Tezxas.
Scttlersaroallowod to carry m almost any amount ef
propenty for their own use, duty free,indeed, there 12
not aCustom’s officer to be found fur hundrads of miles,
und n many places merchants iinport, ad libitum,
without molestation. ‘I'he laws that formorly existed
against North Americaus, and requiring the settlers
to be Catholics, have recontly bocn ropualed.”’—WNew
York Albion.

BriTisx Surrrinc INTenzsT.—In consequence
of & representation having been made by Mr, Buchan.
nan, H. M. Consul at New York, to the Cemmittes
of Underwritcry at Lloyds, seiting ferth the inunense
loss of property and life in the North American trade,
porticularly in the St. Lawrence; and stating the
causes of such disasters generally to be **incompe-
tency of tho masters and other officers, and the use
of ardent Spirits by the oflficers and crews,’’ the sub-
joct has for somo timo occupied the attention of
Merchanis, Ship owners, and Undurwriters; and they
have come to the determination to apply to Parlia.
mont for an act, which will embody the leading par-
ticulurs, contained in the following suggestions of Mz,
Buchannan:

* That in each port hercaftor enumerated, a court,
shall bes appointed, composed of retired  ship-masters
ship.owners or merchants, to consist of not less than
two, nor more than five, to bo approved by the com-
wittee of the General Ship-Owner®s Society, and con-
mittec at Lloyd’s, with whom should be associated a
Presidont and Becretary, the President to be appoint.
ed by His Majusty, and not to bu under the grade of
a first heutenant or sathing master of the Royal Navy,
and who had served twenty years of actual sorvice,
That ;two of these, with the President, shall form a
court, by wh.ch all persons previous to becoming mas.
tots or mates of merchant vessels, ubove — tons shall
be examined as to their eligibility, and thereupon
placed m that class in which the court shall dosm
them entitled to be placed,

That an act should be obtained authorising such
courts, and rendering all policies of insurance void
unless the vessel shall be navigated by a master and
amate who have passed examination, and been ap-
proved as comnpetent: and placed by the court of ex-
ammation in that class to which their merits may en-
ttle them—such classification not to extend lower
than three degrees or grades.

That in the first degres shall be placed, thoso of
ten years actual employment, who have neither lost,
nor had any vessel stranded.

That the socond degree shall comprise those, who
in seven yoars actual sesvice, never Jost, nor had any
vossel stranded.

That i the thizd degree, shall be plased those dos-
med qualified.

Theso degroes refer to mates as well as masters,

That io all cases where a ship has been lost or
stranded, tho master and mate shullnot be eligible to
navigate a vessel, until the subject shall be nvests.
gated by the foregoing court, and a new certificate ob.
tamed after full investigation, and thereupon acquit-
ted of blamne and negligance, (save what shall be set
forth and communicated to the underwriters at Lloyds’
and other insurance establishments.) That :n all
such nvestigagions, it shall be imperative upon the
court, to set forth the fact whether ardent spirits had
been used on boatd said vessel lost or stranded,

That no person rejected at one court, shzll bo per-
mitted to apply to ancther within— months after such
examination, and without producing the ground of
rejection by the former court.

That the fee fur an order of reftrence to the court
shall be for masters 20s. and for mates 10s. and no
examination to take place unless such foe first is paid
and order obtained, whereupon the Boctetary who
shall 1ssue the same,shall notify the tune of attendance
at tho courts

That the facs so paid shall be applied to remuner-
ate the Commussicners and Secretary, according as
the same Comumnities of Ship owners and Lioyde, shall
appoint, to be approved by the President of tho Board
of Trade. ,

.« That the Underwriters at Lloyds’, and in other



