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By T1. SYD.SEy Dàriro,..

Dear readers 1 arn not one who is iii the
habit of denouncing anything and cvcry-
thing. On the contrary 1 praise all things
that are establishied to help along a good
cause. This article refers to 1)lilately-
or at least a branch of it-and 1 priaise
everything that. is going to lielp our hobby
along. Our philatelic press, thiat great
organi of collectors and hielper of s.ll things
relating to staxnps and their collection, is
,cse of Philately's 'greittest lielps. 1 there-
fore praise and laud it to the skies. Even
the .pooreet~ specimien of a piliatelie sheet
hielps along our cause to a certain extent
and therefore is worthy of a certain ainount
of support.

A paper of better quality %vill soon,
einough sink into the depths of that storjny
ocean-philatclic journalism. During the
tiçne of its existence, howe'rer, and before
it is obliterated from the philttelie sphere
give it sonie of your support.

The aforesaid ocean of philatelie litera-
ture wvill act on our stamnp papers as the
renowned ash sifter acts on the chiarred
remains of the coal. It will sift our phila-
touie pres until only those paýperz whieh
are capable of battling ftgains, the inighity
waves of the ocean, are left to forward the
noble cause of philately.

The trouble of many of our %vould-te
publishêrs today is, that the aspect of
launching a journal of philately is not ser.
ipusly thought of. The future is not -coco
sidero&,,and ho dos not ,think -of the
'Groýuble -that awaite hixxu on -&H, .aides oncE
ho has:iaunchedl -his frail .craft unpropamed.
and nusupported4 Re doe no% thinlz ci

'Aie golden dolhir, and that without it lie
is ruincd before lie stairts. Any publisher
,who intends to mun a paper siiccessfally,
should bc prepared, before No. 1 appetars,
to print and circulate his paîper for eiglit
or ten nionths not incllnig money
reali'.ed on ads and. subseriptioi»!

Our principal topic of discussion in this
article, however, is not so rnutcix the phila.
telie press as the (Indi ty of iatter printed.

The coniparison of our pliilatelic litera-
turc of today and that of year-s back, does
flot secin to be a subject of discussion with
the philatelic writers of htte. Why?
There are rnany w'ho are not afraid ta
Criticize, whyv do they not express théir
opinion? I shail proceed to dIo so; 1 mnay
be ivrong iii soine of iny opinions but if so,
I rnust ask to be excused.

I shaîl begin by inaking the bold state-
ment that our lAilatelh Wferture of fodlay
x.s iferior Io that of eiyhit or ten year.'e agol
MNiy reason for saying this is not drawn
fromn empty talk overheard whiie travers-
ing the streets. I have old papers datiiig
back tn IS90 and I say again the news
contained in them is as good, and oftea
better, thain any foutid iii the average mun
of journals today.

For example: let us take the Sta;ip, first
number issued April, 189:2. Its articles
are every bit, as 'good as those -%h-ich
appear in aur journals today. Even this
however, is not so terrible for phlatelists
in'1890 were as well able to write articles as
philateliste iii 1900, but the.surprising part
is that .the jotirnasls wvere as large as -any *
«f tcday. -and contained "s many adà, etc.

*Now is-tiheze aay reasqn why our;present
p«pers ç,arnot.issue a number ýof Irom 24;
tg M3..pagee iiery month? *Rememher .
do miot moan 20 :pages of ails and .froum 4 -:t4
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