
?RE ENGLISfl LANOtUAOZ.

spoken.Y The soil is nlot aibsolutely a virgin
isoi!; the mine ie not absoiutcly unwvorked; ai-
thaugh the main body of thic preciaus ore is yct
ta bc extractcd.

Meantimie, one capital subjeet there is, and a
domestic subjeet be.,i<ies, on %vhieh, btrangc ta
ss.y, neither nation lias thaughit fit ta ribîe any
monument of lcarninig and patriotibiii. Ricli,
atiseveral crus, in ai kinds af Icarning, neiJher
England nor France has any great %ork ta she'v
upon ber owvn vernacular language. Res est in
integro; no Hickes in England, no Malesherbes
or M enage in Fraince, lias chosen ta connect bis
own glory with the investigation and history ao'
hie native tangue. And3-eceachl.I iiage his
brillant inerits af a very different a'rder; and
we speak thaughtfuliy %vhen we say ilhat, con-
fining ourselves ta aur aovn, the most learncd
work wvhichi the circumnstances ai any knaw ni
or obv5aus case uiiowv, tie wvark %%hieli presup-
poses the amplest accomplishments of judg-
ment and enarmaus erudi ion, iwould bo a lis-
tory of the English Language fraîn its earliest
rudiments, through ail the periads af itiigrovwth
ta its statianary condition. Great rhers, as
they wlvance andreceive vast tributary influxeF,
change their direction, thecir cliniacter, their
veryname; and the pampous iniand sou, bearing
navies on its bosajii, lias had leisure through a
tbausand leagues ai meandcring utterly ta for-
get and disown the rocky inauntain bied and the
violent rapids which made its infiant state un-
fitted ta bear even the light canae. The anal-
ogy is striJking between itis case and that ai the
English lunguagie. In its ciernentary period it
M.ies a different name-tijat ai the Anglo-Sax-
on; and sa rude was it and barren at, ane :tago
of this rudiniental farm, that in the Saxron
Chronicle we find not morc than a feiw htundred
words--perhaps frain six ta eiglit hundred
words-perpetually reýolving, a'nd mosi. of
wbich express some idea in close relation ta the
state af war. The narrow purposes aof the
Chronicter may, in part, it is truc, have deter-
niined the narrow choice aof words; but il. is
certain, an the other hand, that tlic scanty vo-
cnbulary which then existed,mainiy dctermincd
the limitcd range af his purposos. It is rcmark-
able, also, that the idiomatic farins and phrases
are as scanty in this ancient Chriaizc!c, as tho
ideas, the images, and the lagical forms af con-
nection or transition. Sîîch is the shaiiowv
brook or rivulet ai our languagre mn its infant
stage. Thence it devolves astreincontinuai-
ly enlarging, down ta thneNorinan cma; thraughi
five centuries (canmnencing ivith the century of
Bede) used as the vernacular idionu for the in-
tercourse ai Iif'e by a nation expanding grudu-
aliy under the ripening influence ai a pure
religion and a wise jurisprudence; benefi.îng
besides, by the culture il, recoived frani a large
succession of learned ecclesiastic-, who taa
often adopted the Latin for the vehicicofa their
literary commerce with the Continent, but also

in cases past ail numbering wrate <like the reat
patriot Alfred) ftr papular purpasce in Sîuon
-- even this rude dîalcct grcev and vvidened ite
foundationg, untit it became adequate ta general
intellectual purpases. Stili, even in this ira.
pravcd btate at %ould have been found incom-
uIienburate ta ats great destiny. It cauld not
have been an argan carrespanding ta the
grandeur ai tiiose intellecth whicb, in the full-
nos aof tinîiQ, were ta communicate with man-
knd in oracles ai'truth or af pawver. It could
nat have afiorded nîoulds ample enaugh for
recceiving that vast literatere vhich, in lessethan
ano* her five hundred years, wvas beginning te,
%% ell forth froni the national geniue.

Ilence, at thec ver-? first entrance upon this
interestiug theme, wve stumble upon what we
niay nov understand ta have been the blindest
ai'human foIiie£;-the peculiar, and withaut ex-
ggra îonve may say, the providentitil ielicity

or é he E nglibh langruage has been made its capi-
tai reproach-that wivst yet ductile and capa-
ble aof new imipirezbions, it received a fresh and
large infusion of alien %%calth. It is, say the
inibecile, a "bastard" iangung-e-a "hybrid7"
laitguzigc-and so forth. And thus-, for ame-
taphor, L*or a nanie, for a saund, they overlook,
as far as depends on th-ir ivil-they signi awvay
-the miain preragative and dawry ai their me-
ther tangue. It is tinue ta have done vith these
foîhies. Let us open aur eyes ta aut owfl ad-
vantz-ges. Let us rccognizewvith thankfulness
that fortunate inheritance oficcilateral wealth,
which by inaculatirig our Anglo-Saxona stem
%wîîih the mixed diaiect ofiNeustria, laid apen au
avenue mediately through wvhich the wvhole
opulence af Roîu.an, and ultimately ofGreciau
thougb t, playýsfreely through the pulses ai otr
natihc Engiish. Most fortunateiy thne Saxon
language was yet plastic and unfrozen ut the
cra aof the Norinan invasion. The languagre
%%as tlîrawn again into the crucible, and new
elements ivcre intermîngled with its own when
brouglîtt into a state af f'usian. And this final
praccss il, %%as, nîaking the language at once
rîch in matter and mnalleable in rorin, which
crcatcdl that composite and maitiform speech-
fitted, lik-e a mirror, ta reflect the thoughts of
the îayiiad-niînded Shak-speare, and yete at the
camne tinie wîîth enaugh remaining af it9 oid
forest stamina for inparting a masculine depth
ta the sublnîitics of Milton, or th2 Hebrew pro-
phet_, and a patriarchai sîmphicîty ta, the His-
toric Scripturcs.

Such being die rl'uie, sucb tbe slow devel-
opemnent ai aur noble langunge, through a,
period af mare than twice six hundrea years,
lîow strangre it must bc thought, that nlot only
%ve po5sse.Z at this day no history, no circura-
stantial annals, ai ils groivth and condition et
different era'--a defeet which even the Gerxnan
literature ai aur language has partiallysupplied;
but that, with ane soli?.ary e.xception, no emi-
ritnt Echalar bas apphed hirnself even toa aiu


