
THE PALM BRANCH,

110W THE1 UrOPIA 'l1SSION BAND> !OLDS
ITS ANNUAL MEETING.

"Hurrah for the sea shorel! Hurrah !or the Mis-
ta.on Band! Hmurah, for our annual meetinoc'>

Such. are the cries that arise froin over fifty xnerry
liearted children as tliey leave behind. them, the licat
and dust of the city for the deliglitful sea breezes of
the North Shore.

"Wliose childiren are these, and te what place do
they beleng?"- asks a curious stranger.

"Wliy, these are the members oif the lJtopia 1Mis-
sion Band off for their animal meeting and pienic2>

"Yen do not meani-it is net possible that they
hiold their annual meeting in connection wvith a pic-
rd-c? The ladies out west dlaim that this is the mnost
important meeting of the yeaL"

"Se it is here, and the President of the Band
realizing this fact and knowing that it is impossible
to gather tegether lier scattereci flock so seon after
the summner's frolic, uses this mneans of uniting, busi-
nes.' and pleasure. The effect is marvellouis."-

"No .doubt,-" continues the stili critical srne
"9but is it not niaking ligit, of the saered cause of mîe-
siens te held a meetin g awid the excitemnent of an
hilarious group of children at a picnic?"-

"Se one would naturaily suppos-a; but whien chul-
dren have been romnping ana playingr for heurs they
are sufflciently tired, to Bit stili and enjoy a good sub-
stantial supper. This meal over ail mardi to a beau-
tif ul groe on the river's brink, singin Owr
ChristianSodrs>»> bg'O ad

'lAnd do they hold their meeting there?"
«Yes! The President takes lier seat on a small

bank of mess, and, surrounded by the children, con-
duets tie meeting tie samne as if in the churcli parler.
It is surprising liew well they behave, but of course
ibey have been educated, up to, it sud enter into tie
.ýpirit of the meeting witli midi vigor and gusto. Rie-
ports briglit aud concise ârc Ileard aud passed frein
every comnmittce. Ti2le election of efilicers by noml*i-
tion and ballot follows, and their werk is -assigned
tins:

President-General manager and presiding efficer
over flrst mceting of escli menti.

lst, 2nd and 3rd vice-Presidents-Pi'esiding offi-
cers over th-a mneetiegs alternately. 0

Rcording Secretary-lieads, the minutes.
Assistant Secretary%-'-Oalls the roll.
Corresponding Secretary--Conducts tie cerres-

pondence.
"Palmi Jrauch?". Secretary-Canvasscs for "'Palm-

J3raucb. aud reports heY' success at the meeting.
Assistant "Pl'ah. "erancli" Secretary-Assists in

the distribution.
Programme Secretary-llecords members' naines

ilphabeticaUy simd appoints in turu four ecd week on
tIhe programme comrittee.

Treistrer-Kieeps the funds and faitlhful record of
saine.

lst Assistant Treasuirer-Takes up collection.
2n4l Assistant Treasuror-Oredits tic amoiuit

given by each toward membership fce.
Mite-box Socretary-1er office is, to soe that every

memnber lias a* mite-box, ana to read an article on the
slubjeet nt Band, once a month.

Auiditer--Audits the aceounts. Tlhis offlice is gen-
crally fille by the retirîng President.

Lookout Oomiittec-Three are appointed to look,
out for uew memibers, caîl on absentees aud report at
eacb. meeting.

Serap Album Oomxittec-A conuuittee of four
have charge of scrap albums and colleet frem membere,
and otiers, items on tic differeut mission fields.
Conipetition. is keen in order to hiavc the lengeat col-
rcinn at the end of the menth.

Organist--Accompanîcs the simiging wvith organ.
M:usical làeadler-Assigyns to ecd member lier

place in tie B3and chiorus according to thieir respective
vocal powers. IS also Luelda respousible for good singr-

0f oourse tic constitutional tlirec are addod, nial--
ing a g ind executive of twenty-six members.

-Suggesïtions on different, plans of wvork are hoardl
auad lield. over for consideration until the next uteet-
immoe

Thc seleclion of tic yearly "prayer motte' is boti
patietie sud iuteresting.. A nuiber of original verses
are rend, and aîl agrce that: tic choice siould be -the
one -written by a little flaxen-liaired girl of nine sui-
mers. It runs thus-.-

We 'hant te save the heathen
'7ho live far e'er the sea,
Se loyal te our church and Band
Oh belp us Lord te be 1

The closi.ng heur lias come at last. AIl join hands
and sing "Firen Greenland's Iey Mountains."

Look! my skeptical friend, LookcI! WIhat could. be
more sublime? The sun in aIl hus majestic grandeur
is gradually tlisappearing, frein -iew. The radiant
skyý, illumiuatod wvith the iarr.ioiiious tints of purpie,
mcd and geld, casts its reflection on tic ripplinug waler.;
nderneati. Se, iuder tic 'very smuile of Hleaveîî.

looking fer eut over the Waters aud tiking of tiose
beyend who bew dewn te wood aud stone, this faitliful
Baud 'of little werkers sing with heart and seul:

" 1Watt, waft ye 'wlnds the story,
And3 youý ye waters roll,

The chorus rings forth loua and cloar. J3ack iu
yen distant farm. tie busy farmer stops his work, rev-
erently remeves is liat and murmura tie dear famailier
words. Tlîe blitie mililkmaid slackens lier quickeued
pae-listens-and smatches up the song. Stiil out
e'er tic briuy deep tie chorus swells. The hieart of
tic louely fisierumai is teuciod. It is tie hymu hia
mother used te sing. Se with thie foamiug wrateri
round lum, wviti arms clasped. and eyes uplifted te
Eleaven, lie> tee, joins in the grand old anthem.

'Till like a ses ef glery
It *prea4ls froi le to le."

Charlottetown, P. B~. L.

liamnabai is héld over for anetier meonti.


