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THE TRADER.

goods are confiscated and sold for the joint benefit of the person laying
the information and the officer making the scizure, A few examples
of this kind would do a great deal of good, espectally along the bord-
ers.  We shall explain the law regarding smugghag fully in our neat
issue,

STEIPING STonks TO Succkss.— Learn your business thoroughly
Keep at one thing ~do not seck change.  Always be in haste, but never
in a hurry.  Observe systeman all you do and undertake. \Whatever
1s worth dutng at all is worth doing well  One to.day 13 worth two
to-morrows.  Be self reliant , do not take tno much advice, but rather
depend on yoursell  Never fail to keep your appointments, nor to be
punctual to the minute. Never be idle, but keep ,our hands usefully
cmployed except when sleeping.  Use charity with all, be ever gener-
ous in thought and deed —help others along hife's thorny path. Make
no naste to be rich, remember that small and steady gains give com-
peteocy and tranquility of muind,  He that ascends the ladder must
take the lowest ruund  All who are above were once below.

Lrvantin. - When our last 1ssue was in press, it was generally es-
pected that Messrs, C. T. Picard & Co., the iosolvent jewelers of
Montreal, would get a favorable settlement with their creditors and
continue the business.  Recent developments, however, seem to verify
the assertion made some time ago, that the whole thing was sir ply an
attempt to beat their creditors for their own advantage.  These credit-
ors Jdecided tu hase Mr. Peand up for exanination, and rather than
face the ordeal, he skipped out of Montreal in the disguise of an old
man, taking with him a considerable quantity of valuable stock. To

add further to the comphications of the unfortunate affair, the Customs
! deal with Hung Loo across the street, he will cheat yuu, but come and

officers almost immediately afterwards seized the balance of the stock
for alleged smuggling.  Mr. Picard has heretofore had the reputation
of being an honest merchant and an honorable man, and while we are
always sorry to hear of sulh a person going wrong, we cannut allow
our personal sympathy to disguise the fact that it 1s all the more
necessary in such a case to mahe an example of him. 1f he were
junished as he certainly deserves, the commercial atmosphere would
probably e freer fur some time to come.

Tug Wartiam a7 TE FroNT —We learn from the Sporsing
Jlour that one of the: great attractions of the New Orleans Exlulation,
just closed, was the special exhibst of the Waltham Watch Company,
among whose nunicrous articles of interest shone torth conspicuously
an ealarged model of the Company's split-sccond chronograph, with
split-minute attachment.  This model bhad been bt especially for the
New Orleans Lxhibition, and proved of interest to thousands of visi-
tors, among whom the sporting fraternity especially evinced the great.
est dehight at the wonderful contrinance. At first it seemed rather duf-
ficult to unravel the eaact working of the mechanism, but quick to see
and quick to learn, they readily understood it with but hittle explana-
tiwn on the part of the attending watchmaher, and they expressed much
surprice at the simplicity of its construction. The durability of the
parts was greatly tried, inasmuch as the model was hept going through
us maluphaty of perfurmances frum early mourming until Jdusing hoar.
At the end of the exhibition it worked as accurately as on the first day
1t was shown—a test which in itself was a triumph.

Oue BEST ADVICE (o our readers regarding their Chnistinas and New
Year's dinner

The day of feas"JYing draweth mgh,
And scores of uckeys soon must die.

Get one that's yo

ng and sweet and fat,
And stuff 1t

U 1l of thus and that

With fruits and bcl{ncs sauces make,
And  add presed bves and pies and cake.

Ask friends and

indred all to come,
And spend (hcir].{

ristmas at your home

Let not the carEs of life distress,
Rut fll each gudlyst with happiness.

Revive  the

10\ 7< of youthful days,
And for

th blessings offer praise.

EvipenTiy Nov PosTED.—A very good johe 13 told of a large
retailer not a thousand miles fruin Toronto, who has lately been buying

cases that had been got over by way of the underground railway, and
were therefore sold at a reduction on that account. e thought he
had a ng bonanza on these cases untidl he discovered the othes day
that they were made 1n Toronto by the American Watch Case Com.
pany, and that he coukd buy them from anv jobber at the same prue
that he had been paying.  He now fauds to see where the favor contes
in on the jobber’s side at least, but forgets that 1f he had kept s g
posted and abreast of the times he cuuld not have been so casils .
posed on. In this connection, also, buth of these gentlemen appear to
have been ignorant of the fact that under the Customs Act, officers can
seize and confiscate any goods that are sold or offered for sale under
the representation that they are smuggled goods no matter whether
they have been smuggled or not. The sumple fact of thus fstepre-
senting them renders them liable to confiscation

No Cuearing Here.—We are puned to notice amongst retail jewel.
ers a tendency to exalt themselves at the expense of their opponents, and
to question the honesty to say nothing of the capatahty of cveryone in
the same line of business outside of their own shop. Tius is not only
wrong, but foolish m the eatreme, and, as a rule, does the person dong
it more harm than good. When a man advertises that he is the only
hunest jeweler in any place where hi has opposition, 1t 1s equal to an
assertion that his competitors are rogues.  No one believes that all
the honesty in any business 1s carnied under une hat and therefore they
contlude that such accusations are often made in order to give the
maker a chance to practice himself what he denounces in others,
Such advertisements remind us of the Chinese signs in Pekin and else.
where in the flowery land, whic’ read somewhat i this style . * Don t

deal with an honest man | no cheating here *  In our experience of the
jewelry trade in Canada, we have found that honesty s generally
pretyy evenly distributed and that 2o one dealer has a monopoly o .
Most of our fricnds keep 1t un tap all the tune.

PrixcirLe was Evers THine.—Duning the past month our sanctum,
was enlivened for a short half hour by the genial presence of Mr.
Sheppard, ut Buss Case celebrity.  After teling how the Boss Case
was sweeping everything before 1t in the States, Mr. Sheppard gu
back to his experiences in England last summer, and some of his
reminiscences are well worth preserving.  While missionanising Her
Mayjesty's subjects, he came across an old English watchmaker, one ol
the real old school by the way, who was awfully down on modern
watches in general and Awerican made watches m particular. Mr.
S., as atrue Yankee always does, did his best to uphold the national
reputation, but bemng only a watch case maker and not a practical
watch movement maher, he was rather at a disadvantage with thes
ancient supporter of the watches of lus fathers, who poimnted out the
beauties of the old fusee and other intricaci=s of ** ye old time watch *
with an ardor worthy of their inventor.  Leaving technical argument,
Mr. 5. essayed a coup de-main by bringing the 1ssue on to general
grounds instead of paruiculars, and pointing out how the Amenican
watch had made its way aganst all opposition, 10 every part of the
world, wound up by saying, *Sir, all the facts are agamst you.”
Mane ancient rose equal to the occasion, however, and looking the ad-
venturous foreigner straight in the eyes, he eaclaimed, ** Tut, tut. the
facts be blowed, I dun t care a fig for facts, the princaple of the Amen-
can watch 1s wrong ”*  This volley was too much for Sheppard . Lie
couldn t discuss principles balf so well as facts, and therefore beat a
hasty though honurable retreat, leaving the uld Englishman master of
the situation,

How Tuey Ssri. ~o Curar —\We have had several Irtters recently
from retail jewelers throughout the country, complaining of the very
low prices at which the Iarge retail houses in some of our large citics
sell watches  We have looked into the matter thoroughly and find that
in nearly every casc the prices quoted are for American movements
putupn Canadian made cases  Both ases and movements are Asso-
ciation goods and cannot be bought by those advertising them one whit
cheaper than by any other legitimate retail jeweler.  Taking the lowest
prices furnished us, we find that any retailer can sell his customers the
same goods at the same prices, and make from ten to twenty per cent.
profit.  These large retailers never sell at or below cost, but they seem
willing, and probably can afford 1o work on a smaller margin of profit

than those dealers who do a very much smaller trade. As we have

gold cases from a jobber on the supposition that they were Amencan l said several times in these columns, the days of the Dutchman's one



