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THE LIEN LAW.

The dulluess of the. building trade in
Toronto, thore is ground for believing, is
due in grost part to tho additional strin.
genoy which was. givon to the iaw of
meobunics' lions, last session of the
Ontario Legislature. This meagure de-
signed to afford o sort of paternal pro-
tection to meochanios in the buildin
trades, is having cconomically a very
difforent effeot,if it bo true that its mere
existence has largely dxmunshed ‘the
amount of building in Toronto and other
places. Should the machanics bebomo
convinced of §his, it is probablo that they
will ask to have the seventy of the law
mitigated.  The.gxtent of the danger to
money. lenders is: probably msgmﬁed in
their own 1magmatxons but the effeot is
the same as if the danger was greater.
At least seventy- ﬁve per oent. of all the
buildings. erqotegl in.onr gx_hes i8 dyp to
borrowed capital ; and sany thing which,
cheoking, the movement of this capitsl,
greatly diminishes the amount of build
ing must be injurious to .nechanics as
well as to others interested. Indeed, the
blow must be felt more seversly by the
wage-receiving class than by any other ;
for enforced nllenesa raeans to, it & drying
up of the sources of existence, while to
others it means only a suspension-or at
most a loss of profit. Any thmg thoh
diminishes, $he-employment of cupxtnl .is
mjunons to the capitalist.

It is very desirable that mephamcs
should come-to.look-upon-this matter in
its trde. light; and:'whenever instances | m
ocour of this-law preventing the erection
of buildings, the fact should be brought
under their uotice. The altexatxons of
the law will- probably depend very much
upon tho mechsanios themselvos; for
neither political patrty is hkely to take, |.
unasked, any step that might cause the
loss of the wWorkingmen's vote.

The principle ofa hen on the thmg on
which work is done 18 by no means new

to the Enghsh law, though its operation:

ig far from bemg nmversa.! Bat. I)etween
the old and the new lien there is & grent
difference. When Y blaoksmxth claims 5,
lien on a horse which he has shod, he
simply uses an extmordmary remedy for
collectmg & deb} from & msan by whom
it is owing, To enoh 8 ]xen as thig—a,
lien which does not mterfq;e mﬁ‘) the

ngbts of third parhes-—there cnn be .no

objection,  But it is different whon a
third party is ealled npon o pay o dab}
whioh he never contracted, and to moot
the demands of men \uth whom ho hos
had no transaction. If it bo neogssary
to assert suoki an excoptionablo priuciple,
its opemhop should be confined to the
narrowest limits,_ pnd it, slxould never be
invoked to prevent the natural conse.
guounces of. tho negligence of tho partics
making the demand. Mechanics' lions
wo suspeps of Amorican oxigiu; but in
the United Stateg, owing to tho salutary
rule that no stato.-can:pass any law im-
pairing tho obligation of contraots, thoir
operation is atrictly limited. No law osn
be passed by any state of the American
union which would take away, in any
contingency the rights of a mortgageo.
Evorywharo contyaocts ounght ue be-held
sacred, whore the means of carrying thom
out exists. We trust the Mechanijes Lien
law will not long bo allowed to remain

in its present unaatisfactory condition.—
Monetary Tmm

ALOHEMY.

[eAn m»upmm, Journ. d. Goldsh.)

By the name of nlohemy is understood
the art of chauging baser metals ‘to

noble ones, such ss, for mstsnco, tin into
allver, or copper jnto gold The word
alchemy comes from the Arabian Cham,
the eye, this being the symbol of the
secret, and chemistry penetrates into thae
hidden seorets of nature. Al is the
article.

it may safely be assumed that gold is
the oldost of all metals known to man,
from the fact that it then occurs in &

etalho gtate, and, shranger to say, is
fonnd in almost all parts of the globe.
As gold is e,.sxly beaten and faslioned,
not att.aoked by the common oxides, rust,
verdngm, ebo ., it was from early siages
.adopbed as standard for m ey, From

were  directed npon 1ts possessxon, a8 not
alone putchnsmg the sustenance of lifo,
.but exchangesble as an equivalent for all
its luxunes and enjoyments. Hence
fotvard, the motto, was, Gold;. to obtain
it was. the sole objpcb of sll acts, and
.deeds of man; go'd was the enchautive
fod, by the possess\on of whxch, every-
'tiung could be atcomplished; gold was
the power"ul ruler, before whom liuman-
ity bowed’; gold purchased all desites
upon earth, sud with gold, blesséduess
of ‘the futqre state itself 'coul&, be' phe-

clmsed gold “as the tmme of‘ tbo poet.'

Mihe preacher, tho kiug, the beggar, and

it is no wonder that tho dosire aroso to
pxodncq it.aetificially,

It is probablo that tho conception first
arogo in the arlisans of thoe races of
nutiquity, who obsgrved that an alloy
difforing in color, toxture, grsin, otc.,
could ba produced from two wetals, say,
for.instance, coppor and tin, from which
aroso o goldlike mass. According te.the
anoiont and universally spread tradition,
Hormia Trismagistes is srid to have bean
the thrite.groatost of all the fonudors of
the Black Art. Bu} doubt oxists as to
who he was. Somo beliove him identioal
with King Biphoss (2,000 yoara n. o.),
othcrs.assumo him.to have been a:.son of

the.god Anubis (egual to Norcury of tho

Grook and Romnu mythology) ; he gen-
erally is set down as a sage and high
priest, 2,600—2,700 8. ¢ He is said to
bave written more than 86,000 volumoes
on the alchomic and magic scienpes, to

‘have bgen the inventor of the gold test

upon the touchstone, invented the alpha-.
bet,. and several other useful sciences.
His name has been preserved up to the
present day, for instance, Aermetical.
Whether he was a tangible or merely an
imnginary personage caunot now be
decided, at any rate, all fables and tra-
ditions poiut to Egypt as the cradle of
alchemy.

The alchemists, also called adepts,
called all metals ‘*sick gold.” The
further its properties were removed from

-those of gold, the ¢ sicker"” they were.

Copper wasg not as sick as tin, and:silver
was almost well. For curing the infirm-
ity they thought it necessary to havea
material, a panacea, that must contain
tho primary substance of all tuninge,

-whereby-it had .he-power to dissolve .all

other metals into their prymary compon-
ents. If the metals conld bedecomposed
at: will, they might also be recomposed
at will, and the missing ingredient,
characteristioally bolongiug to gold, either
by melting or in auy other manner,
wight be supplied to any other metal, in
order to transmutate it into the genuine
gold. This primary subsiance of gcld
was called the * stone of the spges,”
o lnpls plilosophornm,”  ** menstraum
umwversgle,” the ¢ Great Elixir," the
« Great Magisteriem,” the ** Red Lion,"
the * Red Tincture,” the « I’hllosopher 8
Sbone " It was imagined to be a pro-
pamtxon ‘of & compaot body aud red color,
and if only the smallest pavticlo ware
adlded to anothor ﬂuul metal, it curoJ xts



