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creasîng in 1oudness ta the thirel,
whieii his voico (lies aw'ay in five or
six lowv muffled sounds, very much
resernbling distant thunder. At
timnes, andl( not uinfrequenîly, a troop
mnny be hienrd roarinc; in concert,
Olne assuming tlle lead, twvo, Ilîree,
gr four more regularly takzing up
ilicir parts, like persons singing in
a catch. Likie our Scottishi stags at
ihle Ille rutting seasen, they roar
loudcst in cold rrosty nighits ; but
c n no occasionl are thieir voices 10
le heard in such perfection, or so
intensely poverlul, as whien twa or
or thre strange, troops of lions ap-
proachi a faunitain ta drinkç nt the
same time. WVhen this occurs,
twery rnemIer of erich troop sounds
-a bold roar of defiarice rit the oppo-
site parties ; and wvhcn one roars,
aIl roar together, and each seerrs te
vie %vith his conir:des in the inten-
sity and the poNver or his voice.-
'fle power and grandeur of these
nocturnal ikrests concerts is incon-
910ivably strikirig and plcasing ta
thc hutcr's car. The effeet is
grcatly enhianced ihen the hearer
happens ta be situatcd in the depths
4f the foreý,t, rit the dead hour of
m;dîîiglît, unaccempanied by amy
attendlant, and ensconsed ivithin
twî3niv vards of the fountain wvhich
Ilhe surrouniding troeps of lions are
ipproacliin. Such hias been rny
situation nany scores orfuimes ; and
thoughi 1 arn allowed ta have a
tolerably good taste for music, 1 con-
sider thc crueches with ivhich 1 was
Ilhen rpg-fled as the swectest and
inost natural 1 ever heard. As a
general rule, lions roar during the
night ; thieir sighing inoans cern-
rnencing, as the shades of the even.-
ing envelope the forcst, and con-
tinuing rit iritervals throughout the
night. In <istant and sccludcd re-
gbrons, howcver, 1 have constantly
heard ilhein roar as late as nine and

ton o'clock an a briglit sunny niora-
irig. Iii hazy and rainy weathcr
they are ta bc heard nt every hiour
in the day, but their roar is subduedl.
It ottea happons that whien two
strange male lions nicet rit a foun-
tain a terrifie coba ensues, wvhich
net unfrequently ends in the death of
one cf the--n.

The hiabits of the lion are s'rictly
nectural :during the day hoe lies
concealed beneath the shiade oFsome
îowv bushy tree or %vide sprcading
bush, cither in the level forcse or on
the meuintain side. Ilc is aIse par-
tial ta lofty reeds or fields of long
rank yeilowv gra>s, stîch as oc-
cuir in low lyin g v.ilcoýs. Froni
thiese haunis hoe sallies forth when
the sun gees down, and commences
Ibis nightly prewl. Wlien lie is suc-
cessful in his boit, and hias sectired
his prey., ho does net roar m-uch
that nighit, only utte ring ocrisiona-l-
ly a fewv maoins : tlîat is, pravided
ne intruders approach hirn, other-
wise the case could bc vcry different.
1 remember a friet cennected with
the lioa's heur of dririking peculiar
ta thern-they scemi unvilling te
visit the fountains %'ith goed meen-
light. Thusq when the mnoon rase
early, the lions deferred the heur
of %vaterirg until late in the morn-
ing-and %%hcn the moon rase late,
Iîhey dranki at an early heour in the
night.

Owing te the tawriy color of the
ceat wvith which nature hias robed
hlm, hoe is perfectîy invisible in the
d'irk, and althoughi I have often
heard themn loudly lapping the water
under rny very nasýe, net twventy
yards fromn me, 1 could flot possibly
rnake eut se much as the outline of"
their formis. Mohn a thirsty lion
cornes ta wvater, ho stretchos eut his
massive armns, lies dawan on his
brenst teo drink and makes a loudi


