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THE |CANADA LUMBERMAN,

OUR PENOILS.
WHERE THE MANUPACTURERY, FABER & ©O., GET
THEIR CEDAR.

Cedar Koys is altogether n very lovely group
of islands, numbering between thirty and forty
isles, often very minute, and tho Jangest ot
over a milo long. Tho principal onesaro At-ena
Otle, Cedar, Piney Point, and Way, Snako and
Secahorso Keys, which incloso the port. Sea-
horso Koy lies at tho entrance; und iy ninety
feot high, tho loftiest land between key West
and Pensacola, It scoms placed there as o
breakwater, and n pedestal for the hghthouse
which crowny it. It s encircled by a beautiful
beach of soft, creamy sand, agd is haunted by
various legends, Lafitte, tho smuggler, 18 sud,
with somo reason, to have mado this islet onoof
his haunts in the davs of his powor.

Atsona Otie, which 18 an Indinn name, was
originally inhabited by the Indizns, and was the
first of the group occupied by the whites. The
wigwame vanishod when Mr. Parsons, then a
quartermaster in the anny, caused a houso to bo
crocted there during the Seminole war. The
timbers were brought thore already fitted, as ho
told me. Thoy began to ercct tho building in
tho morning, and at night he slept inat, and on
tho following day filled 1t with Government
stores, .\ charining beach, fringed with cabbage
palms and palinettocs, encircles tho isle, and
sonio picturesque residenoes are grouped in the
centre.  But .Atsena Otie is also the sito of tho
cedar mills of Faber & Co., the famons pencil
manufacturer.

This firm was cstablished in 1761, and ti.
present head of the house, A. W, von Faber—
ho has Leen ennobled—is the great-grandsen of
tho founder The manufactory is at Stein, in
Bavarin ; agencies also exist at Vienna, Paris
and Londen, and a very important branch
establishment wax founded in New York over
twenty years ago, which not only manufactures
the cheaper grades of pencil, but also, more re-
cently, gold pens and pen handles of eacellent
quality, Tive hundred different kindsof pencils
are manufactured by the Fabers. Most of theso
depend on two materials for their construction
—tho lead, or graphte, which comes from the
celobrated mine of Aibert, in Siberin, and the
wood of the cedar tree.  To many it will ko a
surpriso to learn that all tho cedar emnployed in
pencil making comes from tho State of Florida,
and is shipped at Cedar Koys., The roqguisites
in wood used for this purposs aro a ery fine
grain, and what is rare with such wood, soft-
ness.  Red cedar of tho best quality possess
these conditions. There are many varietics of
cedar, of which two are common n the United
States. Of theso tho white cedar, mistakenly
called the cypress, iz very common in Florida,
and grows to o great height. The red codar
grows almost everywhere, North and South, but
it is only that which is found in Florida that 1s
availablo for pencil making, that which grows
elsewhero being coarser, more fibrous, and more
full of knots. 1n Florida tho red cedar reaches
a height of twenty fivo to thirty fivo feet, and is
divided into tho poor quality which can be made
into cigar boxes and tho like, and the superior
sort adapted for pencile.  The supply 18 obtan.
od in the regions watered by the Withlacoochee,
the Suwance, and several other streans empty
ing into the Gulf of Mexico north and south of
Cedar Koys, But as they areall too shallow
for ships of large sizo, the cedar, after Lung
felled in the furests, is bown into mpuuio Jups,
somowhat larger than raulread tics, and taken
to Cedar Keys in flat-bottomed schooner rigred
droghers, deckod over, and of light draught.
At Cedar Keys the logs are made intu rafts,
and floated out to ships which anchor off Sea-
horse Koy when drawing too much water to
onter the port. ‘Tho Fabers control over half
tho supply, and ship all the poncil boards which
go to LEurupo, whether for thar vwn or other
pencil factariea,  These bagrds are all sawn at
tho anll of Atsena Otio Ly a very dolicats pr
ccss. Thoy are tho oxact length of the pencil,
and of two thichneases —uno fur the grvuse into
which the graphite 18 taid, and the othor to lay
over it and cowpleto the pencil. Tho amount
shippod aunually averages ono million cubic
feot, trunud and ready to Lu made into penals
and boxea.

It is ovidant that this traffic gives & bustling
pir of thrift to Codar Koys, quito unusual in a

Southern soa-board town. Thonegroes employ-
cd in it aro a shrowd, comical class, T was
particularly interested in ono old fellow who
veas mending his mansail, and sinqing Methe
dist hymns to himself on o pleasant apring
morning. His cluldren played i the rand and
chatted to hun tho while, and his nondeacript
hat near by on tho beach was more picturesque
than elegunt.

Besidoa tho cedar trafSe, Codar Keys ie overy
year gannng i npportance as & didributing
port for tho turtles, thoe oysters, tho oranges,
aud the vegoetables found un the west cvast, or
grown at Tampa or Silver Spring.  The turtlea
alono are worth 810,000 annually. Asaralroad
and steambont terminus, and the starting peint
of o proposed fast mal hine to Cuba, which
would meet a certain demand, it seetus to have
the promiso of wing prosperity. A few
good hotels wome afso make 3t an atiractive
resart 1N wanter, a1t g healthy at that scawm,
The Indian or shell mounds of Cedar Keys
should also be mentioned as objects of much
scientific itereat,  Compoxed entirely of ovater
shells, and contaning remains o1 pottery, nxng
to a height of from thiry tosixty feet, and vver.
grown by hive-naks or vines and palmettoes, the
yucstion of thar ongin will long continue o
problem to the geologist or archieolugast.

I-‘INE FINISHING.

More attention ix now being given throughout
tho country to the artistic finishing of houses
aud fine business structures, and more expert
carving 18 dono fur the purposes named. tho ap-
pearances indicate, than in the manufacture of
furniture, which industry for a long time laid
claim upen the greater share of this class of
mechameal talent, Tho reasons for this may
not bie fully self-ovident or patent. but it would
seein that it is largely becauso the real value of
hardwood in this direction had never been fully
realized or understond in this country, and be-
cause, also, tho real high art in decorative ar-
chitecturo is scarcely native to American ingen-
uty and talent, which is famous i other ways,
sinco thero aro oriental splendors in building
and intorior display in the palace-hke habita.
tions of many a pagan, or uncivilized =ative,
which would rover have been decined possible
of exccution by our own designors, howover ar-
tistic their oye, or however doft their touch.
Processes and appliances for producing excellent
results are known to many European worlanen,
in whose breasts tho socret of such achicvernents
is firmly locked. During the past few years
many of these oxpert operatives in wood.cary-
g have * sen forced to the shores of Awmenca,
as it were, through the unsatisfactory state of
affairsin their own countries, and their superior
abilities have begun manifesting themnselves in
tho wood mannfacturing industry of this coun-
try. and, latterly. to a very marked extent, so
that a renaissance in wood-carving may befairly
said to have resulted. Tho importation and
empldoyment of this class of talent led tv a res-
ponsive srentiment in the cominunity, or such
channels of it as evidenced a sufficiently refined
or artistic taste to appreciato and oncourage o
scusible and utilitanan form of art, which was
oxperiencing an important enhancement of its
excellence, and nuw quite a pronounced stim
ulus has been given the industry of wood-carv-
ing, moro particularly for house fimshing.

The Scientific American says regarding w.und-
«atving in New Y rk, that a merked and ra,id
wmerease bas been mado durning thu past 10y ears
n the demand for fino wood-carving, and with
1t o corresponding increase in the number of
skilled workmen employed.  Ten years ag the
100 shilled woud-carvers in the city were almost
wholly engaged upon fino furniture.  Now near-
Iy GOO carvers are at work for two firms, and as
many as a 1,000 accomplished artists find em-
pluyment in the aty, the lagger part of them
upan the mtorar deonratinn of houzes

A writer fur the Eveniny Pust, whe has lately
vestigated this (for them) now industry, says
that the cagad immigration of skilled carvers
trun Lurupe has had the effect of reducing
wages considerably, yet they are stul good.
Tho very finest workmen, cspecially thoso in
prosseasivt of sutie scerot processes of duing diffy
cult work, reccivo wages as high as S8 a day.
Tho avorago pay of good wood-carvera is from
$1 to K aday. Tho process of ebonizing cherry

wood, for instance, used by ono of tho firms
visited,”is a secret known only to the workman
whe does it.  Lven the members of the firm
havone nght to ask what his secrot is. Tho
fact that ho can get o firer, more ebony-like sur-
faco than any other man gives him a high valuo
at once,  Although the use of mechanical de
vices for carving wood are #o much disliked by
tho best workmen that sandpaper is forbidden,
machinery is aow used to cut away the rough
parts of a Lit of carving, A peculiat tuol driven
by «teamn power cats out tho wood wherover it
goes, and thus a skillful man Llocks out in o
ruugh way asuch work in o day as 20 men
could have dono formerly.

Tho delicacy and lightneas of wood-carving,
and tho pay which good workmeon receive for it,
havealready attracted many American appren
tices, whe, untrmmmcled by union rules, are
making sapid headway, and promise to surpass
the furvgtien, Noaide cstern Lumberman.

LOGGING RAILROADS.

The Northwedtern Lumberman, in anawer to n
corrcpandent, gives the following information
rezarding logywing railronds =—

It is now canceded that the primitive method
of logging with «leds on snnw or iced tracks is
too costly and incunvenient for modern views,
Sledding, necessarily practicable only in tho
winter months, is linblo to failure with the in-
creaxing changeallencss of tho scasous, and isin
terruptad at times by a scarcity of snow and at
vthers by an uver-abundance. Other dovices have
been used for hauling logy, and on a sinall seale
it s practieable to uso poleroads and animal
power ; thero havoe also been constructed for uso
on wooden or 1ron rails various steamn machines
of dufferent degrees of badness, which, by reason
of defeetivo design or construction, go to picces
after uno ortwo years of patching and tinkering,
and then give place to properly built light loco-
motivea.

The best gauge of track for logging railroads
is 30 inches, unless connection is to bo mado
with*a main line. The standard 66} inches
gauge is eutirely practicablo and “costs very
little mom to build, excopt when heavier cars
aud rails are nceded.  In the south tho 60 inch
gauge 1s used, Uld gauges are to be avoided,
as tho rolling stock is almost unsalable, The
gaugo is tho space i -tho clear betwoen tho
rails.

The best rail is T iron, of the weight demand-
ed by the amount of busincss tobo done.  Rails
{no sizteon to thirty pouinis weight are cum-
monly used  Tho bost pattern of rail haga wide
head. A lighter weight of rail may bo used if
laid on a stringer, in which case reversed point
spikes aro used, and the stringers should bo tied
across by flat pieces let in on their top faces to
present rolling or spreading,  Wooden raalacan
bo used, and jf the labor of keoping them ronow.
ed 18 nut objected to, are desirable because
cheap, but arc only fit for a small business, or
fey temporary use on branches. A locomativo

can only haul about half as much on wood as.on
1ron, and snow and ice are hard to clear off a
wood rail.

The enst of track for a logging railroad de
pends very much on the lncation and the char
acter of the country traversed. Tho following
estimato may serve as a guide for tho cost per
milo of a light road wivh 16-pound rail, suitable
for a six-ton lncomotive on four driving wheels -
Rail9, 101bs pet yard, 25 and one-seventh tons,

B MAevrr cevesriiens vree creseas ET R
Cruss th... “two feet between centres, 2, 610 nt

10 cents 2G4 00

Spthes, four wench ue. 3:«!, 1,710 tbs nt 4
rents 640

Splices, allowing milu 2¢ feet long, 440 foints,
at X conts. . eireies Sbeesisiiarcennn « 110.00
1,050 97

Alow for clearing, grubbing, track.aying,
timbkr for mb%mg, &c., 23500 t0 81,000 Y 7560.00
Total...... ceeneeas £2,700 97

l ur a rvad with 24-pound nxl suttablo fur an
mgbt ten facomative nn four drivers *
Ty, 24 ivs e sard, 35 and winc ffty-smiath

tong, at =53
Cross-tivs, two tcct bct“ccn “contro, 2,640 at
lU cunls

,005.04

fect long, S’S'j'o‘l'rﬁg

Sphocs allowln. mils
at 23 cen

locomotivo weighing about twelve tons, on four

drivers :—

mlll, 30 lbs pcr yard, 47 and onc-seventh tons
at 855 . £2,002,80

Lmucg zwo leot bcu\cen Nnuu, -.010 at

pEXY 318.w0
Splkt-s. 4 x} 3.000 ‘iounds nt 33 ‘cents .. 60

bpllm, ) loulng rails I3 feet long, S73 Jolats,
& cents . 113,49

£3,101.60
Allow for clearing, grubbing, track.laying, ete. 1,000.00

Total....s.. fevieeess eeiieaa. £4,161.060

Tho cost of huuhng logs by hight lvcomotivea
on iron rail, ircluding intereat and depreciation
and all oxponses, vanos from about 30 cents to
60 cents per 1,000 feet, acconding to tho length
and gencral character of tho road, and the
amount of business.  Tho daily cost of operating
uno locumoutive, including the wages of an
engineer and tho cost of fuel, oil and repaire, is
nut far frum & per day.  No firetnan is requir
ed on most logging railroads. Tho cars used
may have four ur cight wheels, tho latter being
preferabile, and for hauling long timber, two
four wheel truck, with an extension bar, are
used for cach length of loge, Thero should be
cenough cars tor two trains, one to bo loading
while the other is on the road, so that the loco-
motive need not wait for cars to Lo loaded.
Tuo unluading can be duno so quickly asto cause
no delay.

A logging railrond often pays for itsolf in loss
than a year, Incasoof a failure in sledding or
of windtall ov fire, & logging railroad can be put
n and tho logs saved. \When prices aro high
the output can be doubled without additional
investnent by running 24 heurs per day; or
when prices are low and operations suspended,
all expenses are stopped. The entire outlay for
a steam logging railway with iron rails, js gener.
ally about 50 cents for cach 1,000 foet of lumbar
readily reached by it. When the tract is cut off
tho road may bomosed to anothor tract at alight
expense. Tracts that were conridered of little
valuo and jnaccessible under the old stylo of
loggmg, aro utilized and made a more profitable
investment than lands nearer streams that are
held at bigher figures. Logging railroads solve
tho prublem also of the profitable production of
lumber whero tho cost of moving logs as the
haul increases in length with each season’s cut,
since logs can bo hauled 10 to 135 miles by loco.
motives cheaper than they can be sledded for
short distances. Thislow cost of transportation
enables poorer grades, which would otherwiso
bo left to rot in the woods, to b. marketed at a
guod margin.

Tho best locomotive Jor logging roads must be
of simple design ; atrongly and durably mado
with o liberal uso of steel and wrought iron, and
of such construction as to bo quickly and cheap.
ly repaired, which is attained only by a thorough
ystem of duplicate parts requinng a heavy out.
lay by the bmlder. Thero s no service requinng
reliable, well-constructed and properly designed
locomotaves, morothan s required for the gevero
work of logging railroads, and no placo where a
cheap locomotive is & more custly investment.
It needs no argument to demnonstrato the folly
of saving a.fow hundred dollars in & motive
power, and by so doing run a constant risk of
breakdowns and of enforced idigress of a camp
of men, and of failuro to £l contracte

A Paper Houxe,

In the Sydnoy Exhibition there is a house
built and furnished throughout from paper.
The structure is one storey high, and its skelo
ton s made of wond.  The exterior 18 moulded
in cartonpicerre, Whilst the exterior is covered
with the.same materiol, being plain on tho floor
forming splendid arabesques on the walls, and
moulded in imitation of plaster on the cailings.
Tho doors, cupboards, and shelves are of the
same roaterial, whilst the eatire furniture, in-
cluding chandeliers and a stove, in which a firo
can be lighted, is made of papie~ macha.  Tho
carpets and curtains are of paper, and thero is a
bedroom 1o which there 1s not only a large bed
made of papier mache, but there are alzo blan-
kets, aheets, quilts, and femalo underclothing,
dresass, and honuets, in the latet atyles, com

123.20) posed suloly «f castonpate. It 18 praposed to
105.54 | Bivo a series of banquets in this building, in

which tho plates, dishes, knives, forks, and

591
Allow foredlearing grubibing, track-laying, efe. "850:880 glasses will all bo of papor.

Total. .

- cssesccesas ae

For a road \mh 30-pound rail, suitable for a | pearls,

ceereiees R,442.88 {  Teapenns whitens the tecth liko chastened

A five cent samplo settles it.



