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LIGIIT READING.

This Partean cvil assumies a thousand varying
forms. It fnvades the gwrsery, the Sablhathe
gchiool, the family, the college, and the rail-car.
Newspapers, magazines, and reviews are made
its viaducts; white pamphlets aud books become
the more permanent repusitonies of a trashy e
crature.  ‘I'he love of excatement keeps up a de-
mand, and the love of moncy keeps up the sup-
ply. The conscquences, m corrupted moflls,
debased imaginations, and ruined souls, can only
be measured when the realities of the judgment-
day shall burst on the deluded victims of @ mis-
erable passion, and on the more nserable pag-
derers to it

But somc of the fruits of thus “sowing to the
wind” arc gathered in time.  Let us see waat
they are:

Alental dissipation is one of the certain fruits
of the habit of light reading.  Application, induss
try, peuctration, manliness of mind, such as
thorough mental disciphne engenders, all evap-
orate in the heat of the feverish brawg, hatlf mad-
dencd by stories of “love and murder” “L'he
remark of Dr. Amold respecting English univer-
sities, will hold good here: * Cluldishuess in
boys, even of goud ability,” says he, ¢ seems to
be a growing fault; and I do not know to what
to ascribe it, except to the great number of excit-
ing books of amusement, like Pickwick, Nickle-
by, Bentley’s Magazine, €tc.  These completely
satisfy all the intellectual appetite of a boy, and
leave him totally palled, not only for his regular
work, but for literature of all sorts, even for his-
tory and poetry.”

We have in mind an illustration of thus topic,
which should serve as a warning to indulgent
parents and promising youths. ‘The son of one
of our most distinguished n, entered
University with brilliant prospects.  He
was a lad of fine native talent, atteactive person
and manners, and with rank and fortune to satiy-
fy the highest ambition.  1:s college apanments
were splendidly furnished, and every faciluy
afforded him for prosecuting a course of studies
fittiog him fur eminence in any profesaon of hus
choice. But the habit of indulging in hght
reading, formed in the academy, proved lus ruin,
Piles of the fascinating * ycllow-covered litera-
ture” were fonad in his yvoom. The hours 1hat
should have been given 0 study were thus ab-
sorbed. lHis recitations were negiected. Re-
monstrance was vain ; and within a year he was
scnt away by the officers of the college asa dolt
and a nuisance  Perhapstns may bean extreine
case; but it illusirates the tendencies of lus
practice, and lcads one to exclaim with Dr.
Armold, *1 would rather prefer to send a boy to
Van Dicma.'s Land, where he must work for lus
bread, than send him to the unwersity to hive
luxury,” and spend his days i frivolous reading.

Another fruit of this practice is the lore of ro-
mantic adventure and the neglect of filial duty.
The tame routine of daily duty becones as k-
some to the light reader, as the pursmits of the
farmer or mechanic to the soldicr or the snilor.
A morbid love of the strmnge and marvelious, in
story and in act, will seck its opportuniues of
gratification. A run-away maich, **spirtual
kaockiugs,” a murder or a suicide, arc the least
that will satisfy such a discascd mind. Hence
the increase of cases where human and divine
law are outraged, and Quixotic adventures ens
tered upon.  Quly a few weceks since, the papers
recorded the pitiful story of the suicide in Massa-
chusetts of a young man and woman—~the lutter
in male attire—irom Ohio. The girl, who wae
well educated and intellizent, fled from her
parents ; assuined the name of the most depraved
French novelist; wandered away with a shoc-
maker; and cnded her days on the Braintree
« Common,” by the side of her suicideanurderer,
with & copy of thie most vicious of the nuvels of
her Freach nar=<ake on hes person!

Ye writers ‘nblishers and venders of this

vicious literature, behold your vietim ! Stand by

o3 that suffened form, nod count the gains of your

1 uarighteous calling on that cotfin-lid!  Read the
i epitaph penned by the siricken sfather for the
Cmoumment of & wayward chll— DgLeorn by
FTRE wgITiNgs or 2 Go o that desotate
hom *an the West, and listen to the w.aling of
these parents whose hearts stre angnished by your
act!  Look up to the throne of God, where you
must meet your victims and the instruments ol
ttherr destruztion, and the indigaation of your
{ righteous Judge. And for the sake of families
yet uncontaminated ; for the sake of public
morals and private virtue ; for your own sakes,
cease the work of death in which you are en-
saged—dmerican Messenger.

——— ey
ENCOURAGEMENT ‘fO PRAY FOR
COLLEGES.

A brother who speat the last Sabbath in [Tan-
over, informs us that the work of grace, which
we noticed last week, is progressing with great
power, especially amongst the Students of the
Colicge. ‘“T'wenty-seven persons were received
j into the Church on that day, and many others
{ attended the in viry meetings. At the regular
j mecting of one of the luerary societies of the
College, 1t was ascestained that every individual
predent, numbering near fifty, was either a mem-
ber of the Chureli, or had recently obtained a
hope 1n Chust, and, on motion of one of their
nutber, it was unanimously resolved that the
exercises be suspended for the evening, and those
of thanksgiving and prayer be substituted in their
place. There has been no violent excitement or
unusually protracted public exercises, Scarcely a
single student now remains unaffected.  The
presence and power of the Spirit of God are
everywhere visible in their effccts upon those
who, but a short ime since, were ut. tly carelesa
and indifferent on the great subject of their soul's
salvauon.

A letter from Oxford, Ohio, informs us that
forty-one persons were received into the Church
these on last Sabbath, and that the work is still
progressing among the Studeats of Miawi Uni-
veraity, ‘Tlis 13 the day [ Phursday, February
27th] appmnted by the Church to pray especially
for the outpounng of the Spirit upon our Colleges
and Univeraties, and it has come to pass that
before we had spoken, God has answered,
Venly we have reason to pray and thank God
for these blessings.~-Preabyterian Herald,

A Paraptn.—A man was cunting down
branches in a forest, to make up a load which he
was to carry home on his shoulders. e gather-
ed alarge bundle tied it ogether, lifted stup,and
attempted to carry it away; but finding 1t very
hicavy, he hid it down agamn.  He went to work
ta cut down more baughs, and hicaped them on.
He now trnied a second ume to carry it off, but
again laid it down. This he repeatcd a great
many times, till 1t became sn heavy that he cdid
not hft it from the groumd. At leagrh, when it
had becomne an cnormnus pile, he attcmpied, as
it were in despes tion, to remove it but his
limbs tottered, hus strengih cbbed away, and the
shadows of death gathered arouad him,  Aftera
convalsive, but mpotent cffort, he fell down un-
der his hurden and expired.  Here you have an
cxact representation of those who, seasible of
their sins, resolve to repent, but delay it from day
o day, and trom year to vear.  ‘They are always
creasing the burden, and as the duty becomes
morte jrksome, they put it off wiill longer, in the
vaia hope that they will by and by be marc able
to accomplish it.  Thus they go on till, in des-
pair of God's mercy, and with their sins unpar-
doned, they lic down and dic. Delay not, then,
10 give thyself 10 God. Repent and believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ.—American Messenger.

Since the retarn of the Pope 39,000 persons
have been cxiled from Rome.

A COLLEGE ENDOWMEN'T,
From the Presbyterian.

In these days of schemes for doing good, we
have met with no plan for a college endowment
that is more feasible, and in the end more nobly
useful, than the one atready presented in out
paper for raiving $100,000 for Lafayette College.
"I'he encrgetio President, Dr. Mclean, proposes
to raise this sum on the following scheme ' —

1, Onc Hundred Dollars paid shall entille
the subscriber to the tuition of all his sony, with-
out further charge, in the College proper; or, ine
stead of liis vwn song, those of any family he
may designate: and for every additional huadeed
dollars which the same individual may pay, he
shull have the privilege of designating the sonsof
any family he may think proper to receive tuition
in the College as above. ‘Fhe regular tuition
fees for onc student, for a full course,is One
Hundred and Sixty Dollars.

w9, Five Hundred Dollars paid by an indie
vidual, an associntion of individuals, or by a con-
gregation, shall entitle the individual, association,
or session of the Church or congregation, 10 a
perpetual scholarship, to which the parties may
appoint any individual they may select—and the
scholar-hip muy be devised by will as any other
property.  ‘The incumbents on any of the scho-
Jarships 1o be subject, of course, to all the rules
and regulations of the College, as well as the dis-
cipline.

3, No subscription shall be binding uatil the
sum of Oxe Huxorep ‘Iuovsasp DoLLars has
been actually subscribed, at which tune ali sub-
scriptions shall be due and payable, and shafl
draw juterest until collected.  Upon the payment
of the subscriptions, serip will be issued, which
tnay be transfernble as other plopesty, as above
specified, ‘The funds invested to be sccured by
bond and mortgage on unincutnbered real estate,
or other good and sufficient security.

“4. ‘T'he ‘P'resiees bind themselves and their
suceessors, that the funds thus contributed shall
never be used Tor purposes inconsistent with the
views of Cliristinn truth as now enterntained by
the Synod of Philadelphia in connexion with the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
tiie United States,

* 1onations of any sums will be thankfully re-
ccived.”

The advantages of this plan are great and ob-
vious, It secures to hundreds and to thousands
of young mien the opportunity of a collegiate
course of study, while it gives the College the
means of imparting the instzuction. It sustaios
the College, and provides the students. Besides,
it makes each donor an interested friend, patron,
and supporter of the Institution, so that a College
with a thousand donors of a hundred dollars
cach, an these terms, is sure of success and in-
definitely extended uxefulness,

Woe are not surprised 1o hear that the charches
reccive the Prestdent’s apphication with great fa-
vour, and that i some of the rural parishes he
has had subscriptions to the amount of thousands
of dolfars. ‘That bie will push it on, and secure
the whole before the next commencement, e
are very confident and certainly he will, if pa-
rents and fnends of cducatiun are prepared to
appreciate a judicious and cconomical scheme for
the investment of a small sure of money.

—
THE HINDU SISTER.

This affecting narrative will stimulate and
encourage our young readers, capecially such of
them as are engaged in any misdonary enterprise.
‘The pennies thrown into the missionary box in
the Salibath school, may cnable some benevolent
pesson like Mrs, Wilson to rescue & heathen
child from degrading superstiion. Were the



