
FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

NAPOLEON BONA PARTE,
Pins extrcordinary mian vas bon at Corsica in the

year 1769. Althougli signs of genius «%ere
noticed in hlim -%vlen a boy, yet none could bave

anticipated that the quiet and studious youth ivas aftcr.
wvards to play se renîarkzable a part on the stagôe of life.
llsving chosen the nîilitary profession, lie reniained for
some years ii thc rankzs of the army, noticed only as an
attentive and iutelligent offieer. Thc great outburst of
the first French Revolution, ]îowever, soon took place,
and circunistances nrose which called into action bis
wonderful. powcers. Toulon wvitnesscd the first nîcrked
displcy of bis great military taleuts.

Stepping froni one post te another, lie founJ bîiself
ere long, from hein-- an obscure office;, appointcd te the
coninsnd of thc crniy of Italy. Young and enter-
prising, ho displaycd qualities of ardeur, energy, and
perseverance 'worthy of a botter cause. Vietory
followed victory. The skill of thc oldcst and inost
exporienced generals failed when brou-lit into contact
-vith him, and lie vua soon placed at the lîead of an
army flusbied with success.

Retuning borne, lie -%vas consumod witli a passion for
înilitcry glory, aud, 'with a bold but unscrupulous genius,
lie desigaed bis expedition te Egypt. Egypt, long, sunk
under oppression, vrcs made, under Ilis rule, te boar
sorno rosemblance te tho bustling and prosperous land
wvhich it licd bken in the days of the Pharaohs. Hie
ivas made First Consul of France. The fortunes of
the couatry, ivhich bcd long decliacd, began, undor
bis hand, te rahly. Even the physical barriers iniposed
by nature did net present obstacles tee great for bis
perseverance te overcome. The Alps themselves were
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1 scalcd l)y huai. The crown, for wluich h lie d so long
panted, 'xas at last plaed upon bis brow. Thle Pontifr
of the Rioman Catholic Clfwch travellcd to Paris, to
I)rCside nt the cereniony of his corouation; and art leut
ail. its nid to maake the Spectacle gorgeous.

Even this elevation, however, did nlot mairk the
zenith of Napolcon's power. Iu a series of hattlcs heq
dlefeatcd evcry arniiy whlihopposed lim. Aslhiegrow iti
I)%vr however, hoe greWv also in j)ride. lus lev<éce
and aide-rooms wcro crowded, flot ouly ivith courtii,
but iwith princes and kinigs, longing for bis smilcs or
a glance of approbation. But, based on Unighý,Iteoit-.
ilvss, even this xighty empire vas to pass away like
the miirage.

Dlinded by pride, lie -vas teniptea to inivade Russia.
Aniidst the snows of tlîat v'ast empire, lie saw entoiiuk
anu army surpassin, in iipgitude any whicli bcd ci ur
been led forth by a conqueror iii modern tinies. Ilis
pover -%vas sapped by this disaster. The conibined
miarclis of Europe rose, iii the liope of deliverance
fromn the oppression ivIich hald s0 long 'veiglied theiin
doivi. Que by ene, hoe sawv the fragments of his autho.
rity pass away. I.ikeo a dcspcr-it, ganîbler, hoe risk-ed
his ail upon the die, and found hirnself at lest a captive
on the barren rock of St. Helena.

And now -%as to be exemplified the vanity of worldly
ambition. The migbty monarch's train vus reduced to
a few attenflants, and Iiis territory te a plot of gardes
ground. lie, who had mado so xncny widows andi
orphans, was himself deprived of his wifo and son.
The schemes to -%vhicli bis active mnd turned for
reereation proved abortive. "Let us live, ou tho past 1"
lie eclaimed. But thc retrospcct exhibited only a
course of selfish aggrandisement. Hie sickened, and
pid for death. "WbVy," he would ask, Ildid the
cannon balis spare mie te die in this manner? 1 1cm ne
longe th Gea apolcon." Il Jow fallen I arn

.Ny strength, my faculties forsAke me. 1 do net live;
I merely exist."

At other times bis refleetions took a religious turu:
"Alexander, Coesar, Charlemagne, &nd inysclf foundcd
empires upon force. Jesus Christ alone, foundea His
empire upon love, and nt this heur maillions of mna
%,ould die for Mn. I die before ruy time, and xny


