I72 The Word of God and the Voice of God.

than another—at one time than another—in one place than in another g
You cannot auswer, Yes. W hat do you mean by an inward call}
If there be a word spoken it must be what is written or what is not
written. And you must sec that either hypothesis issuesin that which
is-inadmissible —in that which is absurd. )

Do you mean, with Andrew Fuller, that the Spirit which first gives
you life, quickens you without the word? _‘Then 1 ask you two ques-
tions: First, Does it use any means? If you say, No: then yoy
contradict universal analogy as well as the oracle of God: for the
Spirit was to speak o?xChrist in doing its work. If you say it uses
any means to quicken you, then those means are the principles of life,
But then I ask, Have you not, in supposing life infused without the
gospel by any other means, deprived the gospel of its character as the
woud of Jife—as the living word—as living and powerful, and effee-
tual—as the incorruptible rced? -

Butif you have heard a voice simply telling you, by name, that you
are welcome, rémember, I pray you, that particular call or invitation
to you destroys thé veracity of God, and makes what is written of
no value whatever., For jf the general invitation is insincere, if it
cannot be relied on, if there must be a particular assurance that you
are welcome, that assurance given to you, implies, that without it
you had no assurance before ; which would be directly to impeach théd
veracity of God; yes, his promise, though signed by his name and
sealed by Lis hand. i RS : ‘

The voice of God, and the only voice of God which you will hear
till he calls you home, is his written gospel. This is now the only
word of God, the only command and the only promise addressed to
all men ; proclaimed by his authority to every creature. The gospel
is the power of God to salvation, to every one who obeys it. *Tis i
it the Spirit of God exhibits his energy, and he who thinks that the
Spirit operates in any other way than clothed in the word of God in
convincing and converting the world, feeds upon a fancy of his own,
or of some other distempered mind. ¢

I have never yet heard a person attentive to the apostolic writings,
never heard a student and practitioner of them, complain of any want
of power or energy in them. I have seen and felt their power to be
that of the Spirit which endited them, an omnipotent moral instry-
ment in his hand exactly adapted to man. Not physically omnipo-
tent, as in ‘creating something out of nothing ; but so morally omni-
potent that he who regards them not, could not be persuaded though
angels, and spirits, and the dead revived, didsappear and speak to
them in a language never before heard. 1t is a'mistake, a gross m's-
- take, in iy judzment, of the means necessary to restore man-—a
mistake of the nature of the government of God over man, of the
actual condition of man, to imagine that any other than moral means,
than the well attested developement of the love of God in the wission
and sacrifice of his Son, is nccessary to renew the heart of man, to
reconcile him to God, and to prepare him for the eujoyment of the



