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]Remnaric on the Statistical Tables.

The tables given in lust number et' the
Récord esiîihit the statir tics et' our Svned
fer the year ending 3ist Deceinber, 1865.
Seme irregniarîties iuay he ebserved in the
mede et' tllling up the retuirn, in censequenot,3
et' the period up te wvhich tho returns are
made having been changed froni Ist May
te 31st Decemiber. Thu, the celumus t'er
contributions are in seme instances let't va-
cant, whcen they oitglt te have been filled
with tho sunis paid ever ut the Synod et'
1865. In one or twe instances, wvherc the
preper cerrections arc obvious, it lias been
made,-as wvhen a muinister reperted i)ay-
ment et' enly hait' a year's stipend, becauise
the ether hait' had been aiready cntered iii
previeus rottrn. Perhaps mere migylit have
beexi done in this direction ; but the reader
who is curions in sucli matters inay as wel
de it fer hinmself, by nising the proviens table
as a supplemeut fo this.

The iist comprises 101 cengregations,
censtitutiug, however, only 97 pastoral
charges, 7 et' which were vacanit,%vlhen the
retunîs wero given in. The nuiber et' ne-
tun t'orwardtcd is 93. 0f the 8 blanka,., 5
have been filed up fromn lust ycar's table,
wlîich partly covers the sanie period as this
year's. There rumains thrcc congregatiens
front which neo ruturnï have been ruceived
fer twe years, viz.: French River, Ceve
Hlead and Whycocomaghi-the hast a vacant
charge. It is te bc heped that next yeur's
returns mity ho stili more full than these
now pubiied, as the value et' a table of
statistics depeuds very muchi on its ceni-
ploeness.

Wlien several cougregatieus are emhraced
lu eue pastoral charge, the committec, weuld
snuggest that for the future thoy may bcecm-
braced lu eue returu. In mauy cases this
bas been doue, but the practice bas net been
unit'erm. The purpeses et' comparisea wili
be but served by cemprisiug the statisties
et' a pastoral charge in eue lino ln every
case. When the returns are made up by
the Socretary or Troastinens et' the sepanate
sections et' a charge, au aggrogate returu

miglit bc Made 111 frem themi by the minis.
ter. The cases we have specially in view
in these romarks arc Barnoy's River and
Bilue Moutitain, Roger's lli and West
]3ranchi, East St. Pcter's and Bay Fortune.

Seme liberties have been used with the
retuirus of prayer mccings. Whcerc these
wvere net merely multitudinous but niulti-
fanions, runining thus: 1 %, -k1ly, 2 fort-
niglitly, and 3 utonthly, a sun.±matien was
nmade liy a wvcekly meeting as 4,
and a formiitly meeting a.; 2 monthly
meetings. The ebjeet et' this was te ebtain
ain esti mate of the average nuitber eof prayer
meetings per week-the additien ef menthly
te wcekly meetings giving ne intelligible
resuit.

Brighten ing Prospects for the
New Hebrides.

11ev. Dr. Steele, et' Sydney, writing un.
der dpte et' 14tli July, bet'ore Mr. Geildie
arrived at Syduey, and whie the Daysj>riny
tvas waiting for bun there, says :-" The
Joliz Williains is biere at present iîth a
band et' missionanies. The twe parties make
Sydney quite a centre ef missienary intercst.
This is the Iast christian port, and it is
striking that there wlll be ne fewer than ton
missionaries about to depart on thecir e' an-
gelistie enterprise. Surely great thiugs are
in store fer the Isies et' the Sea. The Gos-
pel et' Mark, will ge te the islanders ot' Fate,
by the Dagspî ing. May it bc the euiighten-
ing of their darkness. 11ev. J. Copeland
lately arrived frin New Zealaud te jein
the missien party. There is great impreve-
ment manit'ested in bis beaith and spirits.
Six missienaries with their wives,'will, Ged
wviIling, salin the Dayspring. Heov chant-
cd since Mr. Geddic led the ferlera hepe
cighiteen years age. H1e is new at the hecad
ef two bands, a patriarch lu the chuirch et'
the New Hlebrides."

LiGEIT »ÂAvNING.-ROV. Mr. Merrisen,
writing freni Fate, under date et' the 17tii
May, says :-le Our teachers at Sema are
wve1i. Matters are hepeful there, aithough
it is as yet but the day of smail tbings.-
Two ether teachiers eau be settied there at
once. Wheu speaking te the people about
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