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&mong thcm. It wiii be seen that hecom-
mnences bis labours under most favourable
cireuin stance:;, the people inone quarter ho-
iag christian, though in great need of being
tau-lit -the word of God more pcrfectly."
The field is large, it hc-ing supposed that
the island cou tains some 40,000 inhahitants,
more tlîan Tlanna, Erromanga and Ancity-
um tozreflir. The pcople are considcoed a
superior rave, hiaving more of a Mfalay cast
than the inliahitants ofsome of the other New
lIebride- i:ýlan<xs, and exlîibiting more me-
chanitl inLrenuity. But with the wide field
cf heatheiilsîn around, there is ail nced of
the chîîrcl hein- earnest in prayer for God's
Spirit to dec:e-nd in his quickcning and sav-

* ing poîver.

THE PLAGE 0F TH1E SERMON IN PUBLIC
WORSHIP.

IV PETER P1AYNE, ESQ.

IVorshilp is Ihetwveen the individual sou!'
or tlîc Christian Assembly, and the iNost
lligh. It isuot an interchange ofsenîimcnt
bctween mian and man, nor an instruction
of niani ly nian ; it is the adoring homage
paid hy monn to bis Creator. Both in pub-
lic and ini private, there may be îvorship
withot plreaclîinttorecien reaîling. On the
other band, there May bcereading or prcach-
ing withoîît niorship; and there May lic or-
casions on wlîich it is cxpcdicnt and profi-
table to have citîmer the onc or tlic other
apart. N-'-ecrthcicss, the conetion hctwecn
the tîvo is so close, that thcy are practically
indissolulc(,and there are abundant -rounds,
both iii Scriliture and in tlîe precedents of
eiglhtcen Christiani centuries, for their asso-
ciatinn. ('lristianity is prc.emincnitly the
religion of love--of the feeingsa; b)Ut it is
equally dlistiiniishcd from ail faire religions
bv bcin-, tle religion of light--of the intel-
lect. Tht'ý fiindamentali relation of the éier-
mon to tlîe wor8hip) of the congregation is,
therefore, plain. It is part of that "lprepa-
ration of the licart," by which the emotions,
purificil froîn the grossness of superstition,
and enlarged and cievated hy knowvledge,
lîccome the' lest and highiest expression of
mnais's %whole nature. It tends to, secuxe tha

worship shal flot be merely of the feelings
but of the undcrstanding, flot offered up to
an unknown God, t>ut to 0 ne on wviose face,
to speak revereutly, thc lamip of Scripture,
held in the hand of the preaiier, lias thrown
reveaiing light. Stron.- feclingz, unis.- it is
mere exaggerated sentinment, is the child of
knowledge, thc bandinaiti of truth ; and ait
the preacher passes froin attribute t» attri-
bute of the D)ivine eharacter, from manifes-
tation to manifestation of tîte Divine power
and goouess, lie su,ý-gcsts at each step new
cause fo)r adoration, gratitude' aud praise.
Prcachiing is thus, as Edwarui Irving calis
it, the Ilfood and niotirisltincit" of ail other
parts of D)ivine worslîip. To éxaiî it toc
higbly is imipossible. It is tie Ilroyal ordi.
nance of the kitloin " Tlîe Iteforniers
and the 1>uritans did not ci-r iii attarhing t»
it unlîoundcd importance. Ilîclre,'" says
the divine just quoted, afidrcssing the Chris
tian niinister, Il put ford, ail thy knuwledge,
aIl tly wisflonî, ail thy strcngth of nianhood,
with aIl the g-ifts aud gi-aces of thîe Divine
nature. Take thy liberty: orcuipy titi com-
mission ; beatdowa thie etieiniesofttbc Lord;
wound and heal ; break down and huiid up
again. Be of no school ; give lîccîl to noue
of their miles and canon>. Takie thv liber-
ty; be fettered by no timies, accommodate
no man's couveniency, spare no mn's pre.
judice, vield to no iiian's invlimiatiotîs, thougb
thon shouldst seatter ail tIre friends, aud re-
joice aIl thine enenies. P"reaeh dute gospel!
not the gospel of the last age, or of this age,
but thse everlasting gospecl ; îîot Chirist, cru-
cified niereli-, but Christ risen ; muot Cbrusý
risen meci;, but Chri.st prescuit in the spi.
rit, and Chri.st t» la again present in peron.
1)ost thou takec hecd to what I say ? l>reach
thy Lordl in humiliation, and tfiv lord in
exealtation; and flot Christ oulv, b;utthe Fa-
ther, the wili of tlîe Father. Keelp îot thy
people banqueting-, but brin- tIticm out te
(Io hattle for the glory of Goîl suad of His
Church ; t» wlihtl end tou shiai iiîed to
prc.ach them the lloly Ghiost, wbo is the
strenrtb of hatdce."

Wlben we s.av that the sermon ont-ht to
te be part of the preparation of tie Iteart for
worshi ppîng God, we do luot vircunisrribe
or con fi neit. On the contrari-, vre open up
a field as wide as the Scriptures, of truîh aud
thec (onsciece- ofinjin, on ie Ilcbc-
er May expatiate. And,.siluce it isa prclimi.
nari-, an accompanimient. an aid, of wurship,
rather than worship, itself, the eernion ad-
mils of gMaeter latitude in tlîcîîglit aud e-
pression than woîuld lue consistent with rev-
cence in the art of offering up pmayer or
pi-ise to God. Sîîhjcect alway~s 14) die ini
perative requiremcnts of solcmnity and c-ar-
nestneas, tihe preacher is wamTnted hy Scrip-
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