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PROVIDENTIAL TEAOHING.

Late in August our fields wvere ricli with
the promise cf a bountiful harvest. Our
fariners wvere alrcady rejoiring iii the re-
ivar<s cf their toil whicb seemeti almost
realized. Our orehards promnised abundauco
cf fruit. The sea also wvas yielding its
harvest nnd our fisliermen and traders
were bnsy along our coasts. Alas, how
frail is tbe tenure by wvhiclb we bold ail
'carthly goed! Suddenly a mighty storm
rose, the raic descended, the floods camne,

th'q hurricane swept over the land and sea-
For twenty.fonr bours the tompest raged
with dcndly violence, carryiug monrniug,
desolation and woo into tbousauds cf homes -
The shores cf Cape Breton and Prince Ed-
ward Island were strewc witb wrecks.
Mauy lives were lest and an immense
amouct cf property was dostroyed. Our
farmers as well as our fishermieu in somo
districts suffc*r.ad terribly. lieuses and
barns were swopt away or wrecked. Fields
cf ripening grain were reduced te utter
rain. The bopes cf the husbacdmec were
blighted just wben on tho verge cf roaliza-
tioc. Saddest cf ail, many widows and
orphaus icoura those wbo eau nover roturn
te thom, again on earth.

God rules the winds and seas. The ter-
rible gale cf the 24th Augcust wvas lield in
bis liaud. He said te tie billows and te
the winds, Ilitherto and no furtber! How
weak are wo in the pr.esence cf the tempest!
Hew lioîpless and ferlera!

God intocds that we sheuld learn cur
entire dopendence upon Him. We ean
plant and wvatchi and water, but Ho alone
eaui give the iccrease and ward cff ail bam.
Whec we ceusider ourselves surost cf the
fruits cf our tr'ils, thea tho word may be
uttcred by His moutb, His winds may blew
aud ail our treasured wealth moy become
as the chaif ef tho threslîing floor. 0ur
shipe, cur erchards, or fields, our barns,
like curselves, are ail in His keeping.

Let us therefore ho ever ready te acknew-
ledgo iu word and deed our dependenco
upon God. He claims our prcporty as Bis
own. Let us net be slcw te give te, Bis
cause wbat is needed fer fts efficient main-
tenance and due extension. If we refuse

to rcspond to His calis, He can commission
Ilis bligits aud frosts, Jus floods and winds
and fires to destroy our possessions that wo
liold beck witlî greedy grnsp fromn Him.

Loet us give then, flot witli slavisbi fear,
to appCIIsC the wrath of an ngry I)oity,
but with, ievingm aiatrity te provo thnt we
love God and trust Min as our Fftther, and
that wvo deem His Son our dear Saviour.
Ne teaelies us by many monitors,-bv

fruitful seasous, and by seaisons of trial and
distress, by btorm and calm, by peaco and
wnr, by life and dcnth. Let us not be duli
seliolars in His school. In the midst of
afflicion snnd distress let ns ask, "Lord
what wvilt Thou have me to do ?"-" to do
witli miy bouses ami lands, with my ships,
my gdods, my gold andi silvor. Ail are
Thine! Makoe me a wise steward of Thy
bonuties."

The Baird Trust

A wealthy Scotsman, James B3aird, lias
gifted Five Hundrcd Thousand Poucds
sterling for religÎýions and henevolent objeets
in concection wvith. the Church of Scotlaud
This is probably the largest gift ever made
by one mac to a Church ic lis owc lite-
time. Mien are often willing te give wheu
they eau lio]d on to the îprize no longer.
They have to leave ail an"' se thoy baud a
portion of it to the Charcli perhaps with
tho hope that its good influence may nieet
them. ou the other side! Mr. Baird lias
set a good enample before others in dispos-
ing cf bis property before bis death. He
wvill now have the satisfacetion cf seeicg the
gYood rescîts that flow from his beneficence.

'Union.

The proposed union of the Churehes liss
met with the cordial and unanimous ap-
proval of the Presbytery of St. John. The
subjeet bas not beon dealt with se far as
we eau recaîl, by acy other Presbytery in
our bounds.

We are sorry te sec that opposition is
is being organizedl in Ontario by ministeis
in both the negotiating churelies.

272 Vp 'fficmt Unb '40rtip gtcolb. Oet


