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Javgely of his means beth for the eccalar
and religious education of the district. His
wifc is also equally devoted to the good
work. I hope to sce & mission statien and
christian congregasiov established there, as
the result of their work of faith and labour
of love, T ought to mention, however, that
he is very mindinl of us here too, although
ke resides some forty-seven miles from
Kingston. This is emphatically & congre-
gation of poor but respectable people.” I
have never known so larte & church with
so few people of wealthin it. Some ofthem
howerer, are rich in faith and heirs of a glo-
rious inheritance, and ¥ have learned to
valae them very highly.

KingsTox is the capital of Jamatea, and
the mission there is of importance with re-
lation to the whole island.

Mr. Downie writes as follows from Bamp-
den :— )

During the past yerrmy experience, upost
the whote, b&s}) begx s‘uc!?as 2:\3 well ﬁ?tcd
10 sustain and animate me in my extensive
sphere of labour. Although the liberality
of the people is yes farshors of what I could
wish to see it, the congregational receipts
for 1868 show an advance of £85 over thosc
of 1867. The attendance at the ordinary
Sabbath service has, in favourable weather,
heen uniformly large ; and the past year has
witnessed a considerable addidon to the
Sabhath classes. A Sahhath school library
way Iate}y opened, and I have reason to be-
lieve that the circalation of the books has
devcloped 2 taste for reading amongr many
of the scholars, The meetings which I have
hel@ with the Sahbath school teachers have
been seasons of much enjuvment; and the
reading of an essay by one of their rumher
has added a new feature of interest to the
excrcises. There are row four week-1ay
schools connected with the congrepation,
and at two of them, the attendance during;
the vear was as large as it bas ever heen.
At Goodwill the number on the rolt dusing
one quarter was 266. In the cowrse of the
year I examined the scholars ou theis bhible
knowledge, and went over in this way a
considersble part of the Old and' New Tes-
tament narrative. xn this department of
m{ work a wide and prgimising Seld of use-
fulness was opened up. The interest which
not a few of the young in the congregation
have begun to exhidit in the sahject of reti-
gion has heen o me a somrce of mgch
encouragement ; and the hope may be entes-
tained that some at least of these will, with
the divine hlessing, continue through life
honoared and useful members of the Chu -ch.
Altogether, the retrospect of the past year
is fitted to awakenin my mind the apostolic
seatiment, ‘te thank God and tale courage.’

Free Church Assembly.

In our last we gave a brief acconnt of the
meeting of the United Presbyterian Synod,
The Freo Assombly met ten days later; Sir
H. W. Moncrieff was chosen Moderator.
The proceedings attracted much public
attention. The Rev. Dr. Duff made a
noble speech on Missions which oceupied
tvo and a half hours in delivery. The
Sustentation Fand was in advance of any
previous year, and 2fforded & dividend of
£150 to all th: ministers, and small extra
sums to a large proportion ef them. Al
the fands contributed dwring the year
amounted to the splendid aggregate of
£421,626 sterling.

Dr. Robt. Buchanan submitted the Union
Committee’s Report. Professor Fairbairn
moved the following resolution with respect
1o it i—

< That tho General Assembly receive the
report, approve the diligence of the com-
mittee, and ot the pains and Iabour they
have bestowed upon the various and im-
portant heads of enquiry which it embraces |
appoint the repart to liec on the table ull
the Assembly of next year, and meanwhile,
eud in order toripen the ming of the Church
for such further action as may be called for
in cannection with the Union question,
direct the veport to be published for the in-
formation of all the office-hearers and mem-
bers of the Church. That the Assembly
re-appoint the committee with the former
instructiors, and in particular with the in-
straction to watch over the whole subject ;
and in the event of receiving from any
quarter suggestions or information tending
to throw additional Kicht upon it, to hiing
up, if they shall sce canse, o supplomentary
report to next Assembly. And, further,
that heing @eeply alive to the heavy respon-
sibility which must lic upon the Church in
connection with the ultimate disposal of this
Union guestion, and to the consequent and
urgent need she has of Divine light and
auidance, the Assenbly exhort el her faith-
ful people te ahound in pmyer to Almiyghty
Gog that he may Le pleased to bring all
the courts and eongregarions of the Church
to se¢ eye te eye, and to be of one mind
and of one heart regenling it; and, mean-
while, recommend them to cultivate frater-
nal intey oarse, a8 means and opportauity
may offer, with the office bearers, congro-
gations, and members of the Churches con-
cerncd in these Union negociasions, and
with all others who love in sineerity the
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Mr. Nixan, of Montrose, moved the fol-




