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These are but a few of the diverse opinions which, prcvailed amiong
the naturalists of former timnes, ainong whiclî the most ingeniously
quaint is that Nyhich places the bat and the ostricli in the sanie
order, because the bat lias wings, and the ostricli lias not."*ý

Without reviewing the recorded errors of these observers, WC
will bc content to cal1 the attention of the reader to the following
brief account of the structure of flying animiais, so that the truc
position of the bat ainong themi uîay be deflinitely fixed.

There are two distinct types of modifications icih the verte-
brate skeleton lias undergone in adapting the animal for fliglit,
both of which. depcnd upoa somce peculiarity in the structure of
thie'anterior extremities ; and in order to obtain a correct opinion
of tlem,; w'c propose to caet a g'lance at ecd in turn.

The first act of the bat, after emerging in thc cvcning froin its
retreat, is to fly to thc water. The tbollowing account, illustrating
the peculiarity, as 'weli as showing the enormnous numnbers in which
these animais will live together, is of' great interest. It is
frorn the pen of' M. Figaniere, IMinister to this country froui
Portug-al ini a letter addressed to Prof. Hfenry, Secretary of
the Sinithisouian Institution:

lIntie winter of 1859,lhaving purclhased thie propertyl known as
Senea Point, on the mnargin of the Northeast Ilivcr, xiear Char-
lestown) iii Cccil County, Maryland, we took -possession of it in
May of the next year. The dwelling is a brick structure covered
withi siate iii the forin of an, L two-storeyed, with garret, cellars,
and a stone laundry and milk-house attaclicd. Rlavin- been un-
inhiabited for several years, it cxhibited thc appearance, -withi the
exception of one or two roois, of desolation and neg-leet, with
danip, black wvalls, ail quite uucxpieted, as it had been but vcry
sghtly examined, and wvas represented in g ood habitable condition,

merely rcquiring some few repairs and a little painting.
The boxes, bundies, and other packages of furniture which

had preceded us, lay seattered areund and ývithin the dwelling:
these, with the exception of some niattresses and bedding for ini-
mediate use, were hiastily arranged for unpacking and placing in
order at leisure. The wcather, which wvas beautiful, balmy, and
warm, invited us toward evening te, out-door cnjoyment and rcst
after a fatiguing day of travel and active labor; but chairs, settees,
and benches were scarcely occupied by us on the piazza and lawn,
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