
CANADA JOURNAL OF DENTAL SCIENCE.

rare, and believed it was a deposit of salvary calculus through a
fistulous opening of a long-cestablished abscess.

Dr. Eiscnbrev thought the deposit on this specimen, judginfg
from its character, was fromn Ihe saliva, and not from the nucous
glands. The deposit thrown down from the mucous secretions of
the nouth partake birgely of organic iaterial, and are very injur-
ions both to the gums and teeth when decomposing, while that
from the salivary serletion fm-nishies an excess of inorganic ima-
terial; and such appears to bo ihe composition o f tart ar 011 the
present specimnen. The (lhara(ter' of tartar, tho ugh very i rritating
to the soft fissues, exerts a preservative eWfect on Ihe teeti tiem-
selves, thongh eventually it proves thcirdestroyer by taking away
their support. It is not at all unconimon to find leeth under the
tartar soun(, white, and as well preserved as it is possible for
thein to be, and if it fill a cavity of decay, it will often preserve
the tooth.

low this deposit got to te apex of the root is a question that
each one can answer for hinself, but none eau descr'ib it satis-
factorily. Just as it coilects around the necks of teeth, so it may
reach and colleet at the apex. This specimen presents the appear-
ance that an effort has ibcen made to reniove the tartar, which
was unsuccessful ; hence the result was lite loss of the tooth, from
the inability to remo-ve the cause. Hlad horoughness attended
the operation, he iakes no doubt that the tooth would have re-
mained comfortable and durable for a long time to cone.

Prof. Stellwagen explained a miauner in which the tooth miglit
have been held in a position by a sniall portion of the periosteun
(peridentinum, pericementur), a portion of which was still firmly
attaclhed to the specimen on one of the approximal surfaces of the
root, and which seemed to have been the only point of attachment
left at lthe time tlie tooth was extracted, since there was no trace
of any other, and the tooth, it vas said, had becnt very easily re-
moved, showing ihis slight point w-as that bv which the tooth -was
suspended in a cavity fornmed by lthe alveolus, lined perbaps with
periosteum. (Suclh cases are ofti met with in il icolar abscess,
when the pus discharges aroud tlie neek of the tooth.) The free
motion of lie tooth, osciltating like apenduluim, surrounded where
it emerged fron the cavity by the mucous membrane, made it a
kind of pump piston, sucking and forcing the fluids of tlie mouth
up to the top of the cavity; in this the frc margin of mnucous
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