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NUMBER "a

PLEADING FOR MERCY

S

WHEN atthy footstool, Lord I bend
T'I'h,nd plead with thee for-mercy there
k of the sinner’s dying Friend, }
tnd for his sake receive my prayep !
Mlnk Dot of my shame and guilt,
Thmkthousand stains of deepest dye ¢
.4 of the blood which Jesus spilt,
‘ “d Jet that blood my pardon huy.

th"‘k upon thy holy word,
0d every plighted promise there—
Prayer should evermore be heard
0 " how thy glory is to spare.
ink not of my doubts and fears,
7 Strivings with thy grace divirie :
“ Upon Jesus’ woes and tears,
d leg hxs merits stand for mine,

T‘;”k Lord how I am still lhy owq,

e trembling creature of thy hand ;
inge how my heart to sin is prone,
A yyhat temptations round me stand.
Emk how blind and weak am I,

bw 8trong and wily are my foes :
ey Wrestled with thy hosts on hlgh ;
Aud can a worm their mwht og”se 2

i

m*' €ye, thine ear, {bey are “not dull ;
MR8 aim can never shortened be :
me -here-——my heart is full—
Qhold and spare and succour me ! -
Slaim, no merits, Tiord, Iplead

°nTe # humbled, h¢ slave s
,ﬁ:‘h ! the more mym o,

N more thy g lory, Lord; to save.
3 Ret F. H Lyle
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BETRRERS . ’

Eg o i
“TIONS To SPONSORS 'TO. B:E nauavnn
‘ ' BY THE cLsRGx.

&%, Edltors, -

N , »
q“ld ee lime ago T was requested hy thé mother of two
" o baptize them, but on.the condition that I

i

p“"C!ples which her husband had aku in some

Au&';Ze their mfants, and thus remove from theirminds'
and doubts on the suh)eci (which must otherwisg|

N "4l custom of the church ;) they bad made up their
"M 0 Tequest me to comply with their conditional de-
> "fCOurse could pot compxomlse any of the or-

Aoy ¢ © batize them withont sponsors in case of sickness:
%c 88T, but not publicly 1o receive them into the

Upon this, the mother said ‘that if I would not
i2e “Whey children .as she liked, she would have them.

t

tdeq by the parents.

l‘ﬁh *quire no sponsors, She had been brought up in;

‘accephb]e to a]l my hrelhren in the ministry !

% lmlubed but as they [l)oughl the surest way was| -

“ﬂm g trouble those whao negleet this primitive and}

e
X Ces f the church on any account, and I only pro.|

Iamsorry to say, I haveithee.:
: I

seen Bapusm solemmzed in this mander myself, and can-
not but think that this neglect on the part of the mlmster

| greatly contributes to increase the aversion of the people

from the use of God-fathérg and God-mothers, as well as

from any other’ordinance which is -supposed to have no,

direct ground in Scripture for tlieir foundation. I have.no

.| doubt but most of our clergy will think with me, that

whenever we have any: reason to. guspect ignorance or
prejudice ip those-about us, we .should endeavour to re-
move it by all:our influence, authority,.or e‘;planallons —

{If we rather seem to give way.to the fanmes ar dissenting

scruples ofall those who will be |eady to bring them for-
whkrd, we' only encourage them and awgment the evil ; we
make people supposéthat we are very: weak indeed, and
that there is ho good reason to be given-for the support of
those things to which they object. _Itis astonishing that
ignorance shonld- prevail nmong the. profesased members,
of the Church,concerning the reasoos, why sponsors are
in. ude, their dutips, and; the nature of the p}pmxses‘they
make. By some, these, things are exaggerated, and by
others, they are either altogelher neglecled or thought of'
as of no great qonsequence This shews };ow stubborn a
creature man is. One should thmk that a service which

| is &0 often pubhcly read, ought to’ be better understoud

but human nature reqmres precept upon precept! Would
not, therefore, ey ery minister of the Church'do well by
giving familiar ‘expasitions, asd. instructinhs. on. all our

.| services, but especisHy this one,. as often as possible, to]
.1 all under his care ¥

A:right!dnderstandipg,of the autho:
rity of the: church in- decreging. things not directty oy
posed to Reyelation, would secure respect s ‘J dience
towards her and an. earnest and de\ put genenﬂ nppeal to
all sponsors as well as to ﬂxose who bave been baptxzed

to attend to their’ lespectne émies mlh mnre care and

N fanthfulness, and’ ‘above all to pray fore’ for the Divine

help, wfthou! Wchh they ¢ati fréver folfll théirsscred en-
gﬁgemams,aﬁy frere in this yospet: then * ‘Thany: otiee,
mizhtbe Mréi means of drawing ddiwn apon us an abusdant
blessing from above, and a greatincrease.of true and.lively |

«| piety in: the hearts and lives ofall qur fellow-chyrchmen, ’

and in the world at large. May my humble sugge:lmn he
Itis not
!that I think lhey are un!allhful bat ratherlhat we aTT heg-

lect too much in’ our publu teéacking a reference to the

_| sacred vows which dre upén all the members of the church

of God, and ‘which should be- -daily ¢ stirred up” in us.
I remaiiy Mvsws Editors, Your’s, &e. -
Sept. 24 1883 CLnnxcgs.
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 THE CHRIST!AN’S num{ m mums ;,xn rnowszs

from 'me, O Lord. iPs. xI. 11.

Promise—No good’ thing' will he withhold: from
them, that wallouprightly. - " Ps. Ixxxiv. 11

22 Pray;r—%OLord put.me not to shame. Ps.exix.
;},l :

Prmmse-——rl"e'lr not, for thou shalt not be put to
shame Isa. liv. 4. ‘

23 Prayer—'rurn again our captivity, O Lord as
Ps. cxxvi. 4.

Promise—1 will turn \mn monrmng into JOY, and

24, ‘Preyer—Liord hélp me, Matt, xv.

Pwms:e-—FPal not thou \\orm ‘Jacob, I will help;t
4.

1kg hy by another clergyman, whom she nered, and the streams inthe Som
"Q;h‘m ﬂlrendy done so for her! Whether this-be {rue,’
:Et :annog say 3 but’this might jroceed fromn !ha(,w‘" comfort them. Jer. x¥xi. 13.
&: "ll W' not having asked fof' the sponéors pretious ‘"
i “'S‘Iahono(the Sacrament, supposing them to!

*{:a. xh.

21. Prm;er—-—VV:thhoId not thy tender mercies|

25. P;aym——Let my heart be sound in thy sta-
‘tutes. Ps. cxix. 80.

Promise—He layeth up sound wisdom for the righ- -
teous. DProv.ii. 7.

26. Prayer—Cause me to know the way wherein I
shall walk. Ps. exliii. 8.

Promise—Then shall we know, if we follow on to
‘know the Lord. IHosea, vi, 3.

27. Pmyc:—Hrar, 0] Lord, wheén I cry with my
voice : have’ mercy also upon me, and answer me.’
Ps xxvii. 7. ,

Promise—And it shall coﬁ‘\e to pass,. that before
they call I will answer, and svhile they are yet speak- '
ing I will hear. TIsa. lxv. 24.

28. I’m_}er——-MaLe me to hear joy and gladness.-
Ps. li. 8. -

Py onnse——The righteous shall be glad in the Lord,
‘and al! the uprwht in heart shall glory Ps. Ixiv. 10.°
[ 29. Prayer—-Redeem me, and be merciful unto
jme. Ps.xxvi..11.

Promise—The Lord redeemeth the soul of his ser-
varts. Ps, xxxiv. 22.

30. Prayer—I bescech thee, O Lord, take away
the iniquity of thy servant. Sam. xxiv. 0. -

Promise—Behold I have caused thine iniquity to
pass away from thee. . Zech. iil. 4. .

31. P)aycr —Hallowed be thy name. Matt. vi. 9.

Promise—1I will sanctify my gréat name, and the
heathen shall know that I am the Lord: - Ezekiel,
xxxvi. 23. — Concluded.
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o EASTERN HOUSKS.

“Let him whichis on the housc-top nof come down'to
fakeuny thing out of his heuse.” *Matt. xxiv. 18.

The houses inJetusalem, before its destruction, wers
all flat-rodfed, as many still are in eastern-coumries, with
a communication -between and, steps lo tllg .ground, so
that a person might run the:avhole length and escape,with-
out. “ entering therein.”” This caution our Saviour gives,
wnth others, to denote the dcspatch necessary to evade
the Roman army, which God had appointed to (omp'\=s
the place on every side,and to lay it even with the ground,
because it knew’ nol the time of lte visitation,

- They are wet wth the.showerc_p the mounlams‘ and
embl!acetbe rock for want of a shelter.”-=Job, xxiv. 8. -
“PThe north-east witid began shortly to blow with violence
and with sach heavy showers of sleet, snow and rain,that
wedwere obliged to take.shelter in a cave at the foot of
the mauntain for thé. whole day. We found here many
peasants, who had made ineffectual attempts to cross; but
s we had a difficulty in getting room for our horses, the
cave being small, and nearly filled before we arrived, we
removed to a larger, though wore exposed, one, being lit-
tle more than a projecting cliffof the rock, where we got
ourselves and our horses also under a roof, and made a
large fire for lhe m;,ht —b bu s tour,

Jiod
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BEARCH THE:S8CRIPTURES.

Go to now; niogt dear reeder, and sit thee down at
the L.ord’s feet and read his word; as Moses teachett
the Jews, take them into thine heart, and 1ot 1k v
talking and communicstion be of them when thou s't-
test in thine house, or grest 'Ly the way, when
thou liest down,and when thou risest up. And above
all Ilnn«s,iaahlon thy life and conversation accordine
‘o the dacetrine of the Holy Ghost therein, that thox
mayest be partaker of the good promises of God i in
the Bible, and be happy of his blessing in Christ:
in whom »f' thou put thy trast, and “be an unfeigned
reader of his word with thine icart theu shalt “find
sweetness therein, and spy wondrous things, tothine
vnderstanding, to the avoiding all seditious ee(h to
the ablorring thine own sinful fife, and the establizh-
lmg of thy godiy conversalion..—’-Bp. Miles Coverdale.




