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“ Has nature formed all men with the same capacities, and
can they be so exactly educated that all shall be equally fit to
govern?

“ The converse is true. Nature makes genius, and not
genius nature. How rarely she yields a Shakespeare -—There
has becn but one Homer, one Virgil, since the creation. There
was never a second Moses, nor have Solomon’s wisdom and
glory ever again’been attainable. ‘

“ Look at the rulers of the carth, from the patriarchs to the
present day, how few have been pre-eminent! Even ia the
earliest periods, when the age of man reached to ten times its
present span, the wonderful sacred writ recards Tubal-Cain,
the first artificer, and Jubal, the lyrist, as most extraordinary
men ; and with 'what care are Ahvliab and Bezabel, cunning
in all sorts of craft, and Hiram, the artificer of Tyre, recorded |
Hiram, the king, great as he undoubtedly was, was secondary
in Solomon's eyes to the widow’s son.

“ These men, says the holy recsrd, were gified expressly for
their peculiar mission; and so are all men, to whom the In-
serutable has been pleased to assign extraordinary talent.

« Ceesar, the conqueror, Napoleon, his imitator, and Nelson,
and Wellington, are they on & par with the rabble of New York ?
Procul, O, procul este profani !” .

Sir Richard seems to be of the old school of geological writers,
and does not approve of the high sounding pbrases so much in
vogue at present— :
¢ It will be necessary to enter more at large thao in my pre-
ceding volumes into the vesources of Canade, and, for this end,
Geology and other scicntific subjects must be introduced ; but,
as I dislike exceedingly that heavy and gaudy veil of learning,
that embroidered science, with which modern taste conceals
those secrets of Nature which have been so partially ynfolded,
1 shall not'have frequent recourse to absurd Gregk derivations,
which are so very commonly borrowed for the occasion from
technical dictionaries, or lent by a classical friend;_but, when-.
ever they must occur, the dictionary shall explain them, for I
really think it beneath tbe dignity of the lights of modera
Gealogy to talk as they do about the Placoids and the Ganoids,
as the first created fishlike beings, and of the Cnetoids and the
Cycloids as the more recent finners. It always puts me in
mind of Shakspeare’s magpiloquence concerning “the An-
thropophagi and men whose heads do grow beneath their
shoulders, of antres vast and deserts idle,” when he exhibited
his Jearning in language which no one, however, can imitate,
and which he makes the lady seriously incline and listen to,
ssjmply because she did not understand a word that was said.
o it is with the overdone and continual chabging of terms that.
now constantly occurs; insomuch that the terms of plain:

" sgience, instead of being simplified and brought within the



