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A FUNDAMENTAL ERROR.

Onc of the greatest crrors in the ryetem
of practical agriculture in this country is at
tempting to culuvate too much land,  Would
the farmers of our country attempt to culti-
vate less land, and do their work better,
they would no doubt find their account init.
But the prineipal farmers of this country
possess large farms, either by mhernitance or
by direct purchase when lands were cheap.
There are thuse who have large firms who
have but hiude capnal for carrying them ou.
Unwilling to confine their labors to aportion
of those lands while they possess so much,
they go over onc hundred acres but do not
properly tllone. ' Were thus custom adopted
with reference to stock farmers only, the evil
would not be g0 great; but great expense is
incuzred in preparing lands for grain, and in
the end reap but o stnted crop. W hnvw
that in unfuvorable seasons grain will not
grow cven with the best of tillage.  But it is
equally plain,too many of our farmers plough
and sow sume seventy-five or vne hundred
acres, and do not reap, even tn good scasons,
as much as they might with good manage-
ment on forty or fifty.

Many there arc who plough their lands
which lie in favorable locations, and crop
them year after year, unmanured, till the
vegetative and nutritive qualities of the soil
arc so far cxhausted that litle or nutlung
can be produced. It seems almost incredi-
ble that a farmer should allow the manure
to accumulate in his barn yards and about
Ins cow houses untl 1t becomes mdeed a
nuisance, while he is ploughing and sowing,
and reaping but stinted crops from his land.
Notwithstanding, such is the casc in many
mstances 1n this Province. By saying tus
we do not mean that all do so—far from it.
‘We have farmers among ug who do their
work neatly, and in all respects as farners
should do. Itis not of such we are speak-
ing. 1t isnot for such this article1s written.
‘We write to make, if possible, an impression
o.rhose who have been bred up to farming
—have practiced ulling the ground and the
art of husbandry for yecars, and though pos-
sessing every facility for improving their
Jands and increasing th:!s stock, but by im-
proper management, by yiling oo muchand
not doing it well, or 12 ghe ploper time, the
profits of the farm are [ jsflovenlinessand
decay are visible in & fy department.—
Where a farmer strives ¥ do more than his
mcans will admit, all 1s done 1 a hurry, con-
sequently ill done, and often not more than
half done. The poor man who has not the
means, of cultivating a large farm should not
attemptit.  The man who.has a large farm

and equivalent means can do vastly more (

thap another with the same number of aeres
with but litde ready capital. Insuch a casc
he should only ull ground in proportion to
Ing means of dowg it well.  His own interest
requires that he do this. Neane can deny
that a farmcr's interest requires that he
should remove hus manure as often as once
1n a year from the yard to his ficlds, that hus
erape shonld be gat in in time—that they he
har ested in time 11 the frmer carrics on’
more businese in the farming +

‘the atfention

pecuntary means will enable bim v dv well
und timely, ho certamly s the loser by the
excesr of bneiness e does, .

Besides the additional profits degived from
farmung well, there is, and must be, o geeat
pleasure m contemplaung the fruits of well
regutated hushandry, and also some pleasure
in huowing that he has cstablished 2 gond
reputation among lis * brethren of the pro’
fession” for being a good, udy furmer.  T'lus
reputation he ean never gain whe allows ins
farm to be overran by thorns, hrinre and
weeds.  We hope the tine is not far distant
when our farmers will consider thus subject
well, and make a trinl of the different sys-
tems.  'We shall in some future mumber takee
up the subject and endeavor to show mathe
matically the sum in capital that s required
peracre. caleulating both for large and small
farms, whereby 1o obinin the greatest profit
by furming.

On Saturday the 4th st 1 the Houze of
Parhament, the subject of the free adinission
of Canadian produce into Great Britain was
brought up by Mr. Merritt. Although we
have liule 10 do 1n the way of polical qubs-
tions, yet, as ths 1sa subject 1n wiluch cvery
IFarmer feels interested, and as the subjoin-
ed remarks are made by a man who has had
much cxperience in agriculture, and one
who scems perfectly to understand the sub-
jeet, we have taken the liberty of copying
the speech into the columns of the Farmer
& Mechanic, hoping that all the Farmers in
Canada will attenuvely read st. Mr saer-
ritt said :—

Mr. Chairman.—1 do not expect to arrest
the attention of many hon. members on this
subject. Its object i+ not'to ¢re e’ new sala-
ries, amend some existing law, or to change
the method of collecting small debts, It re-
lates wholly to agriculture and commerce.
Nevertheless, as seven-cighths of the people
we represent fecl a deep interes in the mea-
rurc, and as the prosperity 6f the Provinee,
in my opinion, is based on its cncourage-
ment, it shall not -pass over without a few
remarks.

1 had hoped one of the first measures sub-
mitted for our consideration by the Provin-
cial. Government would have been the pro-

motion of this branch of our industry and |y

wealth. Learning from the right hon. gen-
tleman represeating the government that no
measure would be proposed, 1 thoved for an
answer to the address of the late House of'
Asscmbly, of Upper Canada, & referred'that
answer to a committee composed of members
of the gover..ment as well asfrom both parts
of th_c'i’roviu(*c; '

Tlus committee recomimends a continu-
ance of the policy prayed for by an address
of the Asscrubly of Upper Canada-as far
back as 1834, wn extract of which I will read
merely to show that the subject was usw,cli
undersiovd tien as at the present monsert.
Here “the hwn. gentleman read-an extract
from the address.]  Although 1 had the
honor of submutting that address, the idéa
was first suguested to me by Sir Henry
Barnell m 1828, who, by a continued apph-
cauon for fourtcen successive years, hm{ ob-
tained the removal of similar restrictions for
lus countrymen-in Ircland ; and I fecl a con-
fidence that similas pepseverance will ubtain
the sume result for our countrymen in-Can-

" ho

ada. One extruct of the address alluded to |
relates'to an alieration un. our present sys-| i
tém of addressing the Home Government; to |
Ahe pracucal uperation of which I heg:

require an. altration in-the duty, or the re-
moval of any restriction on any article we
consutue, under the provisions ofan Imperial
Act, this luuse fiest wddresses hicr Majesty ,
20, his Exudlency the Governor General
tranemts it to the Coloninl Sccrctary ; 3d,
this Minister orders it to be referred’to the
Lords Counuissivners of the Buard of T'rade ;
il o fuvorable report, it is returncd ; 4th, if
uw vbjectivu in the Cabinet, abill is prc’parcd
amd submitted to the Imperial Pacament—
a proceeding resorted to by any Ministry
with great reluctance.  'When passing this
fifth urdeul sutne political question may. arise
i the muthier cuuntry which plaees alll Colo:
nialinterests ju the rhade, as witnessed in the
last session with regard to the removal of
the prohibition on tea; consequently, with
the bust possible intention on the parl of the
lronie guvumiuent, ‘these nlimcrous restric-
tions acate obstacles beyond: the power
of the government themselves to removes
g0 that our measurcs are cither rejected or
pustpuncd fram year to year, until either lost
sight of or they becond inoperative fron
somcother cause. 'T'heee objections arc not
confined to the late Province of Upprr Can-
ada. 'They urc most forcibly put by Messra.
Youny and Tuatingdon, dclegates from
Nuva Scotia. -In thar report of” December
30, 1839, I find the following extract:

“The great yarjcty of interests entrusted
to our care induced us to adopt a course of’
proceeding novel,, we believe, but without
which we could have effected little or noth-
ing. So soon as we discovered that the de-
cision of many of vur «wffairs Jdid, not depend
on the Colonial Minister, wé asked anb ob-
tnined permission to communicate -dircetly
with the different Departnients. The come.
plicated negotiation for opening the frec
ports exemplifiies the inoperation of the sys-
tum, An ingenious though unfounded ob-
jection at any onc of the four Departneents
to whom this question was subjected, would
have been cnough to destroy it, and at the
very lastit was on the point of suffering
shipwreck at the Board of Customs. The
wonder is, that not the measures of Colonial
Asscinblics are sometimes defeated,; but that
they -are ever carried, wherg any oue of in-
fluence. or talent on the spot has an interest
1n uppusing them,  Addresses or resolutions
of @ House of Assembly are scldom of much
acwount, and weare both convinced that we
might have gone on for'ten years to come
awithuut accomplishing any onc of the mea-
sures that have beén carried, . or acquiring:
one tithe of the information. and practical
hoowledge- the house will now have asa
guide to its futurc movéments. If we-are
¢ cc]ply concerned in any measure conflicting
with « powerful interest, it is'in vain for us
to.rest satisfied widi an address.”

The trade of the. mother conntry ds well
as this Provinee rcquires this ¢hange. For
instance; from our peeuliar geofraphical
position cvery article consumed'in the wes-
tern part of this Province is introduced from
sea by the ports of Quebée or Néw York,
the latter beingunder thie control ofa govern-
ment subject-to an active, vigilant, .cnter-
prising {)coplc. The duty.on any, article is
chunged {rom time to time-to promote any
rcal or fancied intércst.  When the duty on
any one¢ acticle is hus réduced below the
duty imposed at Québecy they ‘derive all the
profit: on sales, transi; revenve  &o.y-afier
which the article is smuggledd.  onsumed
in Canada, wheréas if our Legis. ture iad
the power they, could at any i< lower the
duty.at the port of Quebcc, and increase or
diw.inish it af our interior ports, :50 78 1o re-
move all induccment for smuggling, an

confing the trade “to_our, own.ports, and
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