
Rueligious Intelligence.

cieties: 1.O. O.F., A.F. & A.M. A.O.
V.W., and the like, with a list of
tkiiir meetings. In several cases
theru wvere references to the public
%vurship of these societies in Metho-
dlist Clurces. An important objeot,
IV(: understand, of theso associations,
if nat the chief object, is the benefit
alnd hcelp tlîey offer their members
ini tinie of sickness and, ini some
Cases, the amount paid their families
in case of death. In this way habits
of tlrif t and mutual helpfulness have
becxi cultivate& among the people,
aad invaluable and timely assistance
lias been given in many an hour of
needl.

The opinion is strongly entertained
hy some of our mosb earnest-minded
iiiisters and layn-en that the C3hris-
tian Ohurcli ought to furnishi all the
Iielp, comfort and symnpathy 'which
is riow offered by thiese societies. Lt
is thouglit that these objeets cani k
ztbained with greater advantage
throwgh its comprehiensive erganiza-
tion, with less expense of time and
nioney and anxious care, and without
the neeessity of an organization in
large part secret, with a ritual and
uniforni and complicated otflciary,
whicx are often a great tax upon the
av'aiJab1e energy, as well as tixuie and

resources of their members. A cern-
mittee of Motlîodist ministers in To-
ronto has met sev'cral tirnes to discus
this matter and to make arrange-
mients, if possible, for carrying out
their plans on the basis of Chiurch
fellowship.

The-Primitive Methodists of Great
Britain have liad foir niny years a
benefit society of this sort, and the
Wesleyan Cliurch has had one for its
local preachers for about forty years,
whlich bhas paid eut about haif a mil-
lion of dollars in benefits in thiat
time.

In some of the Chiurches of this
city coal clubs arc formed, iwhereby
the poor wvho are memibers are aide
to purchase thieir coal supplies at
wholesale rates. In the early Chureli
there wvas also an orgaxiization of this
sort for the care of the sick and the
burial of the dead. In the tendency
of the times towards practical Chris-
tianity it is thouglit that much good
can ho accomplishied by looking, after
the material as well as the spiritual
interests of the people, and thus
bringing, themi into touch and syin-
pathy wvitlî its re]igious life. More
will probably be heard at an early
date of the proposed new departure
in Churcli life and Cliurch work.
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\VESLEYAN MIETHODIST.

A~n llnglish Methodist paper says
thftt thp, nost brilliant commernora-
tient of the centenary of John Wes-
Iey's death was held at old St. Giles'
Chiurch, in FEdinburgh. There gath-
ered in that cathedral, seven centuries
old, the representatives of the his-
torie Preshyterian Churches, of the
toivi counecil, and of the venierable
University.

It is proposed to forrn a "lJohn
Wesley" society within the Church
of Et ngland, te affirm and exorcise
the right and duty of laymen to
preacli the Gospel.

A Bible-dlass wvas si4rted at IPort-
land Street Chapel, P2ristol, in 1889.
The class now num'oers 850 men.
A disused publie-house has been
turned into a mission roorn, and
%vorked by the members of this class.
There were ene hundred conversions
in twelve months, and the men
offered $500 theniselves towards the
cost of a new hall, which lias proved
a gre-at succesa.

IlWesl'ey's Chape], City Tload," is
henceforward te be the designation
of City Road Chape], London, ac-
cording te the action of the trustees.


