
TUIE CA'NADIAN PRESB'rrEI

Pastor on thie flock tinto, ýltum ho ministcrm is mot linppy, wlwkr, tlitrn j.q n

intelligent goenorous pleole, and wlero a truly religloits spirit pre(latilinia.
But iiiiior this tinrogttlateil svstcm, whlat a Power of persocliting and eitn un-
sonting a P:tstor is put ito Lite lndq of a few iiotnberxi %vho4e itching cars lie
no longer linpperied to picznseio w ma sratf o sdi frot Itiapost
by a more itin of popular caprice, or the lyrannv of a few purse prottd nigrgard-t,
'who refuse iîteir stubsc.riptious- for ltkq soh.tnttly protitliscl stipottd, and s.o 'starve

Min ontt ! \e (Io .aot ignore <ainge!rs on te otiter ide. A clergy, too inde-

potndent of te people, inay (iisregar(i -op1ular symnpathies n<ttt< wants. BttLi Our
present olijeet ig topin n te danger- te which the non-endowed ("hurCit1e.
are liabie-divtgors wlticlt ï9tottld be gttardcd against-evils wli iiiist b-3 re-

iiei quic.kly.
Wu Nvould suggecst, tîtat in ail cotupetent ways, dite nature and solemnnity of

the pastoral tia sltould be inctilcatcd on te people :-ttat, Presbyteries sltould
noV be in htaste to seulie P'a.tors tilt te cotîgregations aro futi1y ripietîed for a
seulement, atîd able Vo dischargeu thucir conseqtteit responsibilitie,;; ni that any

congregation found base enugli to 1 starve ont'l thecir ntinister sltould be
deat itl~i most strictiy, and no new settlement grantcd tilt justice is done in
full. M'e should Itold iL ultijnately botter for the Cburch to lose ten congre-

gaVions titan to relax the l>rincii)le last tnentioned. IJnquestionably it is aIse
incumbent on the non-endowved Cliturcites, to consider (as te Englisi Congre.

gationaiists are nowv considering,) how tbecy may, by a centrai Sustentation or

supplitnentary futtd, incrense te stabiiity of their systemn, and give to their

ministry Oiat mensure of local iindependance which guarantees l'astors agaiast

servile trcatnient, and conduces Lu titat most desirable end, (to speak generally)
Lhe cotttinuance of the pastoral ie.

DEACOINS. ~ 4
it is a curions fact in Ecclesiastical Ilistory that te Deaconate sliould, nt a

very eariy age, htave been perverted from, iLs original institution, and hanve fallen
into ail but entire negieet, even i teù Churcîtes of te Reforination. Like te
lost arts of the anciettts, by -%vlieh they built and adorned tanntificent structures
whicls are thte wonder of our day, s0 in tbe lapse of tiges, the art of making
Deacons, and the knowledge of titeir functions seem te have dropped ftotn the
practice and the tradition of the Cburch), and only new are we gtoping our way
4&darkiing " into a knowied ge of titis Apostolical order of ministers.- WTe re-
member Lhat somie Lwo or t! rce yenrs before the Disruption of the Ciurch of
Seotland, therei Nvas a general feeling of the necessity of reviving titis ancient
order in the Churclh. 'It ias feit by many te be both necessary and expedient
that some persons should bc specially and officially entrusted 'with the manage-
mnent of missionary and other benevolent funds in ecd congregation, in order
te, the efficient working of the Assembly's schemnes This led te, some, tnvestt-
gaLion as to the special fUnctions wVith which tite bDeacon shouid bc charged,
andl the relation which. this office should hold to that of the Church Session.
B3ut nothing effectuai was done ini this direction until the year of the Disrup


