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tak-en place .LCanada in the last 100

janua-ry 8, 1802.-" Tlat as Brother 1Ros-
seaux is goxng to Niagara, the first 81aa(/, lie
shall be authorized to purchase one pic of
blue ribbon and J ado broad cloth for cthe
use of Lodge No. 10.

Niagara, now~ a Sleepy old to'vn, was
a long way dff then, and an immense-
ly important trading point. In those
days the brethren wvere very fond cf
assessing fines. They passed and en-
forced a law for collecting fines from.
brethren who appeared without cloth-
ing-that ks, aprons. They fined a
brother .Aikcman one shilling for 7aot
putting a handie to the seal of the
Lodge; and the treasurer, at the meet-
ing in Jwly, 1803, was assessed -14s,
New York currency," because he failed
to show up with, keys, and the breth-
ren had to commit the grave irregular-
ity of going into the lodge room "lun-
clothed." Then on January l4th, 1803,
there is this minute:

That Brother J. T. .Rosseaux be fined 19.
if lie does flot bring a bil to the lodge next
night.

Whether the bibel was or was not,
brought, at a subsequent meeting, the
treasurer is ordered to buy Ilone small
copy of the Seriptures." On IDecem.-
ber I2th, 1800, the lodge was officially
informed of the death of ex-President
Washington, Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and
went into mourning for six months as
a consequence. These U. E. loyalists
did not like Washington's political
principes; but they honored luim. for
his Masonic career. As he died on
IDecernber I4th, 1799, ib took just a
year ai but two days to convey the
official information te, the pioneer Can-
adian Lodge. When bad news trav-
elled so slowly, at what a snail's galop
must good news have reached those
sturdy early settiers!1

We have room but for a few more
extracts, and they relate to the liquor
question. They were given by Mlr
Charltor, the well-known railway man-
ager, in an admirable 'address on the
early history of Barton Lodge, dc;liv-
ered in lemilten in April, 1869. One

hundred years ago the consumption of
alcoholie liquors was universal. Tee-
totalism was thon virtually an un-
known principle, and at ail festive
gatherings whiskiey, brandy and rum,
flowed as freely as wvater. Indeed,
from, the supplies shown' to have been
laid in by this ancient, and honorable
organization it is mnade pretty clear
that aqua. pura was pretty generally
tabooed. We find in the same records
that on November l4th, 1800, IlBro.
Aikman ivas fined 4s. for not, furnishing
the lodge with liquo- agreeahie, te the
meetings of last, lodge night."

Citizen Aikman seems to have been
the first liquidi agent for the Craft, for
three years previously there is this
entry :

That the liquors for the use of the Loclge
shal lie furnished wvith the money belonging to
the loige, by the barrel or cask, aud that said
liquor be deposited ivith. Bro. S. W. Aikman.

On July 7th, 1798, there is this tell-
tale resolution :

That four gallons of run lie provided for the
use of the Iodge; Bro. W. M to furnish the
sanie and the keg to coutain it. That Bro.
Rosseauc furnishi the lodge with one barrel of
spirits and one of vvine at prime coEt.

February 8th, 1805 :
That Brother Showvers furnish the lodge witli

ten gallons of wvhiskey against the lodge next
niglit.

March lltb, 1808
Bro. Abel Land agrees to £urnish the lodge

withwbviekey at 59. per gallon.
The price here given demonstrates

the cause for the popularity of whiskey
as a liquid. It cost less for a gallon in
those days thari lias to be paid for a
bottle now, anud if traditions are to be
credited, the liquid of uunr grandfathers
-was inflnitely superior to the whiskey
put upon the market in this age of
adulteration. In the midst cf this
"great sea cf liquor " the inv estigation

cf the minutes of Barton Lodge meets
wîth this solitary island of solids

That Bro. G. Kin- furniali the lodge with
bread and cheese.

A fact which bas caused historian
Charlton te exclaim with FaIstaff's
Prince fiai:

0, monstrous! but one half-penny wortlî of
bread to this intolerable deal of sack !
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