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I found it almost in the occupation of the enemy, whose columns wete within
600 yards of the top of the hill, and the surrounding woods filled with his light
troops. The advance of Major-General Riall’s division, consisting of the Glen-
garry nght; Infantry and Incorporated Militia, having commenced their retreat,
T counterzaarched these corps and formed the 89th Regiment and Royal Scots
detachments and 41st Light Compuny in the rear of the hill, their left vesting
on the great road; my two twenty-four-pounder brass field guns a iittle ad-
vanced in front of the centre on the summit of the hill; the Glengarry Light.
Infantry on the right ; the Incorporated Militia and the Jetachment of the
King's Regiment on the left of the great road; the squadron of the 19th
Light Dragoons in rear of the left on the road. I had scarcely comploted this
formation when the whole front was warmly and closely engaged. The enemy’s
priacipal efforts were divected against our left and centre. After repeated
attacks the troops on the left were partially forced back and the enemy gained
a moraentary possession of the road. This gave him, however, no material
.advantage, as the troops which had been forced back formed in the rear of the
89th Regiment, fronting the road, and securing the flank. It was during this
short interval that Major-General Riall, having received a severe wound, was
intercepted as he was passing to the rear, by a party of the enemy’s cavalry,
and made prisoner. In the centre the repeated and determined attacks of the
enemy were met by the 89th Regiment, the detachments of the Royals and
King’s, and the Light Company of the 41st, with the most perfect steadiness
and intrepid gallantry, and the enemy was constantly repulsed with very heavy
loss. In so determined a manner were these attacks directed -against our guns
that our artillerymea were bayoneted by the enemy in the act of loading, and
the muzzles cf the enemy’s guns were advanced within a few yards of ours.
The darkness of the night during this extraordinary conflict occasioned several
uncommon incidents. OQur troops having for a moment been pushed back, some
of our guns remained for a few minutes in the enemy’s hands ; they were; how-
ever, not only quickly recovered, but the two pieces, a six-pounder and a five-and-
a-half-inch howitzer which the enemy had brought up, were captured by ws,.
together with several tumbrils; andin limbering uv ~ur guns at one period one of
the enemy’s six-pounders was put up by a » 'ssake upon a limber of ours, and
one of . our six-pounders limbered on his, by which means the pieces were ex-
changed, and thus, though we captured two of his guns, yet, as he obtained one
of ours, we have gained only one gun. .

About nine o'clock (the action having commenced at six). t,here .was a short
intermission of firing, during which the enemy was employed in bmngmg up
the whole of the remaining force, and he shortly afterwards renewed.his attack,
but was everywhere repulsed with equal gallantry and success. Aboug. this
period, the remainder of Major-General Diall’s division, which had been, ordered
to retire on the advance of the enemy, coasisting of the 103rd Regimént, under
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