
The Slow Growth of Moral Influence in Politics.

the modern political history of Eng- Where great add.tions swell, and vir-
land, he reminds us how at the close tue none,
of this nineteenth century of the It is a dropsied honor.
Christian era, a man holding tthe Let us glance at the other illustra-
confidential position of Prime Min- tion furnimýhed by Mr. Lecky. Very
ister of a colony. and bcing at the fev massacres in history, he says,
-ame time a Privy Councillor of the have been mare gigantic or more
Queen, could engage in a corispiracy clearly traced to the action of a
for the overthrow of a neigp,boring government than those perpetrated
and friendly state; and, noreover, by Turkish soldiers in out geera-
how to carry out this design, h-e de- tion; and few signs o! the 10w leVel
ceived the High Commissioner, w'hose o! public feeling in Christendom are
Prime Minister lie was, and his col- more impressive than the general iii-
leagues in the ininistry; how lie ool- difference with w h thise massu-
lected for the conspiracy an armned cres were contemplatÀ in m.ost
force under false pretences, and took countries, or the spectacle o the
part in smuggling arms to be used sovereign 0f one of the great-
for purposes of renclaion, made use est and most civilized Clris-
oP newspapers under his influerce or tian nations hastening tc Con-
control, and spent large stims of stantinople, go soon ater those
money in fomenting rebellion, aind savage Armenian atrocities, to clasp
finally was imulicated in the concoc- ,he hand which was thus deeply im-
tion of a letter pretendi.ng to be an bred with Christian blood, and then
appeal on beh9 "I of women and chil- proceeding to the Mount oÏ Olives,
dren whose lives were in danger, a w1here, amid scenes consecrated by
letter to be dated and issued at the the most sacred of ah memories, he
right moment. prociaimed himself the champion and

Here we see a course of conduet the patron of jhe Christian faith.
which in private life would have been Illustrations like these are surely
honestly and sincerely reprobated by a suflicient proof, if proof were need-
the very man who did all these ed, to show how slow men are Vo
things, as by the general sense of gve an undiiided allegiance to moral
the community; but inasmuch as it principles r. ail departments of Mfe,
belongs to the field of polhtios, wbat and, moreover, how readily the con-
happens? science becomes a conventional and

The verdict of fashionabie society purblind conscience, domestwated
condones it, and a great part of the and Indng at ease amid tie mst
nation follows suit, and even a lead- glarirg inconsistencies.
ing minister oi the Crown is fouwd How, then, it is natural Vo ask,
to declare in the House of Comnions, are we Vo account for the fact 'hat
apparently with the assent of his the standard of indiviaual ethics are
colleagues, and in all sincerity, that thus apnlied so slowiy, so fitfully, so
in all these ,ransactions, although partially and so inconsistentjy, in
the man had made a gigantic mis- the field of politicrl or public lue?
take, lie had done nothing affectiing And the question is one Vo which
his persoial honor. it is not altogether easy Vo give a

In the face of such phenomena one simple categorical answer. because
is tempted to ask whether men's con- the dislocation between private and
ceptions of personal honor are not i pipblic, or indivihdual and corporate
some danger of deteriorating, an'd Istandards 0f judgmert aid conduot
whether, after all, we had not bet er is feit Vo be the re"îltant o! variois
hold on to Shakespeare as a , safer causes.
guide and interpreQr when lie writes: Ln the first place it is relevant ra
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