The Slow Growth of Moral Influence in Politics.

the modern political history of Eng-
land, he reminds us how at the close
ol this nineteenth century of the
Christian era, a man holding the
confidential position of Prime Min-
ister of a colony, and being at the
same time a Privy Councillor of the
Queen, could engage in a conspiracy
for the overthrow of 2 neighoring
and friendly state; and, moreover,
how to carry out this design, he de-
ceived the High Commissioner, whose
Prime Minister he was, and his col-
leagues in the ministry; how lLe col-
lected for the conspiracy an armed
force under false pretences, and took
part in smuggling arms to be used
for pv:sposes of reht.uion, made use
of newspapers under his influerce or
control, and spent large sums of
money in fomenting rebellion, and
finally was imulicated in the concoc-
tion of a letter pretending to be an
appeal on beh.'s of women and chil-
dren whose lives were in danger, a
letter to be dated and issued at the
right moment.

Here we see a course of conduct
which in private life would have been
honestly and sincerely reprobated by
the very man who did all these
things,
the community; but inasmuch as it
belongs to the field of politics, what
happens?

The verdict of fashionabie society
condones it, and a great part of ihe
nation follows suit, and even a lead-
ing minister oi the Crown is found
to declare in the House of Commons,
apparently with the assent of his
colleagues, and in all sincerity, that
in all these ‘ransactions, although
the man had made a gigantic mis-
take, he had done nothing aflecting
his personal honor.

In the face of such phenomena ane
is tempted to ask whether men’s con-
ceptions of ‘personal honor are not in
some danger of deteriorating, and
whether, after all, we had not bet*er
hold on to Shakespeare as a, safer
guide and interpre*er when he writes:

as by the general sense of |
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Where greal add.tions swell, and vir-
tue none,
1t is a dropsied honor.
Let us glance at the other illustra-

tion furnished by Mr. Lecky. Very
fev massacres in history, he says,
have been more gigantic or more

clearly traced to the action of a
government than those perpetrated
by Turkish soldiers in our gemera-
tion; and few signs of the low level
of public feeling in Christendom are
more impressive than the general in-
difference with whi~h these massa-
cres were contemplat.d in most
countries, or the spectacle of the
sovereign of ome of the great-
est and most civilized Chris-
tian nations hastening tc Con-
sbantinople, so soon aifter those
savage Armenian atrocities, to clasp
the hand which was thus deeply im-
bred with Christian blood, and then
proceeding to the Mount of Olives,
where, amid scenes consecrated by
the most sacred of all memories, he
proclaimed himself the champion and
the patron of vhe Christian faith.

[llustrations like these are surely
a sufficient proof, if proof were need-
ed, to show how slow men are to
give an undivided allegiance to moral
principles in all departments of life,
and, moreover, how readily the con-
science becomes a conventional and
purblind conscience, domesticated
and hving &t ease amid the most
glaring inconsistencies.

How, then, it is natural to ask,
are we to account for the fact ‘hat
the standard of indiviaual ethics are
thus apnlied so slowly, so fitfully, so
partially and so inconsistently, in
the field of politiccl or public life?

And the question is one to which
it is not altogether easy to give a
simple categorical answer. because
the dislocation between private and
pwblic, or individual and corporate
standards of judgmeni and conduct
is felt to be the re~nltant of variois
causes.

In the first place it is relevant to



