4 GENERAL DESCRIPTION

to the rich, and above thofe fufferings to which the unfortunate poor
fall victims: this is therefore the. happieft divifion of the three.
Of the rich and poor, the American States furpith a much’ fmaller
'p',roportion than any other diftri&t of the known world. In Connec-.
ticut particularly, ‘the diftribution of wealth and its concomitants
is more equal than elfewhere, and, therefore, as far as excefs or want
of wealth may prove deftru@ive or falutary to life, the inhabitants
of this State may plead exemption from difeafes.” What this writer
fays of Conne&icut in particular, will, with very few exceptions,
apply to New-Engiand at large. ' ‘ '

FACE OF THE COUNTRY, MOUNTAINS, &c.

'New-}ingland is a high, hilly, and in foreparts a mountainous
country, formed by nature to be inhabited by a hardy race of free
independent republicans.—The mountains are comparatively fmall,

" running nearly north and fouth in ridges parallel to each other.
‘Between thefe ridges fﬂow the great rivers in majeftic meanders, re-
ceiving the innumerable rivulets and larger ftreams which proceed
from the mountains on each fide. To a fpedator on the top of 2
neighbouring mountain, the vales between the ridges, while in a ftate
of nature, exhibit a romantic appearance. They feem an ocean of
woods, {welled and deprefled in its furface like that of the great\cceari
itfelf. A richer though lefs romantic view is prefented, when (hé\'
valleys, by indufirious hufbandmen, have been cleared of their
natural growth; and the fruit .of their labour appears in loaded
orchards, ¢xtenfive meadows, covered with large herds of fheep and
neat cattle; and rich fields of flaxy corn, and the various kinds of

- graio.  Thefe valleys, which have received the exprefive name of
intervale lands, are of various breadths, from two to t_wentyvmiles‘; _and
by the annual inundations of the rivers which flow through them,
there is frequently an accumulation of rich, fat foil, left upon their
“furface when the waters retire. » v

There dre fouf-principal ranges of mountains, pafling nearly from
north-eaft to fouth-weft through New-England. Thefe confift of a
multitude of parallel ridges, each having many fpurs, deviating from
the courfe of the general range; which fpurs are again broken into
irregular hilly land.  The main ridges terminate, fometimes in high
bluff heads, near the fea.coaft, and fometimes by a gradual defcent
in the interior part of the country. One of the main ranges runs
between Connecticut and Hudfon rivers. This range branches and
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