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sheep dog, too, and many a cotter envied

Andrew the possession of the two fine

creatures.

Hector loved both dogs dearly, albeit

he stood a trifle in awe of Dour. The
dogs were as much members of the family

as Ailie and himself. He would have

shared his last bit of bannock or sup of

* parritch ' with either of them, and they

fully returned his affection, each in his

own wav.
•J

Hector was a ' brav laddie,' in very

sooth. From his father, he got the straight-

ness and strength of body, the deftness of

hand and foot, and the rapidity of thought

that made him an unquestioned leader

among his playfellows, and from his mother

the hght, crisp hair, the laughing blue

eyes, and the happy turn of speech that

made the other boys love as well as obey

him.

He stood in much awe of his father,

who was as strict as he was just, but his

mother had his whole heart, and many
a time did he go to her for comfort, when


