 PREFACE TO VOL. VI.

&

Le Jeune, as the superior of his’ order in New
France, describes the good conduct and piety of the
French settlers, and the wisdom and troodness of the

~governor, Champlain. _An account is given, from

hearsay, of. the sudden death of jacques Michel, a
profane Huguenot, a tragedy which is thought to -

"have been a direct punishment for his blasphemiés

This'is followed by a long description of thé conver-
sion and baptism of certain savages, and the happy
death of some of these. A definite plan is advocated
for the conversion of the-matives in the neighborhood :
of Quebec: that the’ French their protectors, should

" make themseres more formidable to the common

enemy, “the Iroquois; that the friendly natives should

~be systematically taught agriculture, and induced to

become sedentary, and, while thus dcquiriag this tech-
nical education, should be aided with food ; that-senri- .
naries should be established, in which Indian children,
both boys and- girls, can be educated at Quebec. -
The superior thien gives a detailed account of the
religious belief, traditions, and superstitions, -of the-

' Montagnais tribe, among whom he had passed the

precedmg winter,—their fasts, rites, and customs.
He praises their intelligence, contentment, fortltude
good nature, generosity; but condemns their filthy -
habits, their inveterate habit of mockery and ridicule, -
their fierce cruelty towards enemies, their-disposi-
tion to utter slander, their deceitfulness, glattony, in-

- temperance, vile language, and impundent habits of
‘begging. He enumerates the animals, birds, fishes,

fruits, and roots eaten by the savages. Their nu-
merous feasts are described, and the customs and
‘superstitions connected therewith; also, their mode
of hunting elks, beavers, and other animals, and of



