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JHE NAVAL RESOLUTION

The naval question, brought before
the Legislature by : Mr. Brewster, has
been disposed of in a very satisfactory
manner, the member from Alberni ap-
pearing . -to accept the Premiers
amendment. There is really no differ-
ence of opinion among the people on
this subject, that is, excluding what
we believe is a sSmall minority, which
has not learned as yet to appreciate.
the necessity of naval defense. We
took no exception to.the views present-
ed by Mr. Brewster, and we do. not
think the most ardent Liberal will find
any fault with those-expressed by Mr.
McBride, Individually, we may hold
strongly certain ideas as to the form
which Canadian naval policy ought to

. assume, but pending the contemplated
consultation between the Minister of
Marine and the First Lord of the Ad-
miralty, it would seem to be premature
for the Legislature to place itself on
retord in respect to apy details. The
new resolution will have no uncertain
theaning and as it will voice the senti-
ments of practically the whole Legis-
lature, it will leaye no doubt upon any
one’s mind as to where British Colum-
bia stands on this vital question, or
as to the opinions of the’ pe‘ople'of this
province as to the importance of the
adequate defense of 'the Pacific coast. :

On Naval Defense the Colonist has
taken its own course quite irrespective
of the attitude of its political friends
or those to whom it was. politically
opposed. It has felt that upon this
new issue, 'upon the proposal that Can-
ada should take a share of the burden
of imperial detense, there ought to be
a full and frank expression of opinion.
irrespective as far as possible of party’
affiliations. Therefore of the policy of
Sir Wilfred Laurfer 45 far ‘as'it went,
we expressed approval, but we also ex-
pressed thé opinfon ‘that it did Hot ‘g0
far enough. We did not hesitate to say
that something was  accormplished ' in

the right direction ‘when  Parliament |

had stated in the most solemn terms
known to our institutions that. Canadi-
ans must assume a new responsibility,
b neither did we hesitate to say that the
-Ineasure. of 'the rsponsibility as set
forth in the naval programme of Sir’
Wilfred, Laurier was hot equal to the
necessities of the case or to the dignity
and the importance of the Dominion,
We have.throughout taken the position
that in the policy as xéreséntéd by the
Liberal Prime Minister there. was. no.
adequate recogn'it‘lon of the importance s
of the defense of the Pacific coast or
of the necessity of Canadian co-opera-
tion in the maintenance of British na-
g val pi'eétige in the waters of the Pa-
c'ific. ;
s Holding these views, which we think
. the Colonist was, if we are not mistak-
en, the first to express, we have only
unqualified’ approval of the remarks
5 made by Mr, McBride yesterday, and
. : we are very glad indeed that a way has
E been discovered whereby Conservatives
; and Liberals ‘can ctand on  common
ground in respect to what we look up-
on as an issue of the first importance.

THE NEXT FOUR YEARS

In the course ot his ‘speech at the

o Press Gallery dinner Mr. McBride laid
great stress upon the progress which is
~assured, humanly speaking,” to British
Columbia during the mnext four years.
Cur own convictions are that . it is im-

will be, unless unforeseen circumstances
¢ arise. We venture, however, to suggest
‘ that among other things we will 'see
within that time the much talked-of rail
connection with the Mainland well on
the way towards - completion. What this
will mean to Victoria each of our read-
ers can judge, but we venture to say-
tkat none of them will put the result-
ing advantages at too high a figure.

We are not now speaking with any
knowledge of any railway policy, which
M. McBride may have in contempla-
ticn, when we say that nothing can stop
the making of that connection at an
early day, except a period of prolonged
Lusiness disaster. The transportation
is so developing that this connection
will be made béyond any doubt, We are
quite prepared to believe that if any of
4th¢_ railway chiefs were asked about it,
they would refuse to admit the sound-
nesgs of this proposition; but that is a
way railway men'have. They never tell
the¢ public what they have in the back
of their heads, and this is good busi-
ness, for it is a good plan for people in
any line of activity to keep their ulti-
mate plans to themselves,

But we are going to have the Bute
inket railway, and we are going to have
the Seymour Narrows bridge. At ﬂrn‘;
tis connection will be by car-ferry, an

- then put . upon it the ‘Imperial tie grew |

“ney mnorthwards from' San Francisco

“only fear on this ‘point is that jt wm b.e
83 satlstlctory as to retard the cou-
struct,lon of the bridge.  ‘This, however,
‘i3 a detail. Victoria is golng to have
the railway promised by Sir ‘John Mac-
donald away back in 1873, and she is
going {o become the ocean terminus of
the transcontinental system of railways.
Before four yeais have passed matters
willAhave 80 far progressed that even
the most extreme of the “doubting
Thomases” ‘of today will be running
around and telling people: “I told you
£0."”

THE IMPERIAL TIE - - -

We often hear it said that Canadians
never appreciated.the Imperial = tie as.
they do now. From this we beg leave
to dissent. Canadians have always ap-
preciated the imperial tie. If we were
asked when that appreciation was the
most strongly exhibited, we should not
refer to the movement for naval .. de-
fence, nor to the sending of a contingant
to> South Africa, nor to the British pre-
ference; but we should go back to. the
vears following the war of secession in
the United states, when the goyernment
of - that country refusad to ratify the
‘Reciprocity Treaty because the people
were incensed 'at the United Kingdom
fcr its alleged' attitude of hostility to-
wards the North, and when at various
points along the frontier armed men
calling themselves Fenians were as-
sembled to invade our country. As most
of our readers know, they did invade it,
and were only driven back - by force.
Thcse persons who remember those days
will ‘not need to be reminded how the
yeuth of the provinces rallied to the de-
fence of the country. This was their
duty under any circumstances, and we
are not claiming that they were entitled
to any special credit for so doing. The
point to which we wish to direct atten-
tion is that, though conftonted by com-
Tuercial antagonism ‘which shut them
out of a profitable market, because- it
was the object of the Washington auth-
orities to punish them because they lived
in the British Empire, and threatenied
with *invasion because of matters in
Ireland with which they had nothing
Wwhatever to do, there was not a single
man in the whole of British North Arm-
erica who faltered for a single moment "
in his loyalty to the Crown and the Em-
pire.  Indeed the facts were quite the
Gthrer way, for under the stress that was -

stronger than it ever had' beén: * We'
scmetimes think it would ‘be- wéll i
those, who . ba.Ve lately learned to. talk
8o glibly of the imperial duty ‘of Can:
adians, would inform themaelves a little '
better as - to Canadian history, They
wsuld not have quite so much to say,
and would take for granted what they
are now seeking to demonstrate,
e s e

BIR DONALD MANN

It will be a mater of gratification.to
the many friends of Sir Donald Mann
that he. is looking little the worse for
the very severe strain placed upon his
reserve strength thron:h hl.c recent
illness. His mness Wwas mich. more
severe ‘than presa reports have indi-
cated. Nor has the adventure in which
he was a prlnctpal in his raﬂway jour-

set any visible mark upon him. He is
the same ,grim, iron-constifutionea
man that he has been for years and is
ready to re-enter the arena of tense ac-
tion in’ which he has been so0 long an
active figure. Victorians will welcome
his stay among them for the_ next fort-
night. a stay which we hope will still
further recuperate his powers. He has
always entertained a strong attach-
ment. for this city, an attachment that '
we trust will eventually lead him to
gettle down here permanently.

THEE LATE DUXE OF FIFE

The death of ‘the Duke of Fife has
foJlowed closely: upon the ~sensational !
Wreck of the steamship Delhi, and there
seems little reason fo. doubt that the
hardships whicn he experienced at that
time hastened his end. His ancestors
have played an important part in the
history of Britain, and his own place cn
the stage was no insignificant one. He
first assumed a commanding place in the
Public eye on the occasion'ot'hls mar-
ringe with the Princess Royal, the eld-
¢st daughter of the late King Edward
in 1889, Previous to that event he had
sat.as the Liberal member in the House
of Commons for Elgin and l\alrn from
-814 to 1879. In the latter year he suc
ceeded. to the title of Earl of Fife, and
¢n the occasion of his marriage was
raised to tac Dukedom. Among the
public positions which he hag occupied
was that of Lord Lieutenant of the
County of London, a post which he held
from 1900 up to the time of his death.

The late Duke was very popular in
Great Britain. Of a likeable disposition,
homely, and/a good sportsman he won
the respect of all classes. His death
coniing at a.time like the present will
probably serve to temper ihe expres- |'
sions of rejoicing which the people of
England have arranged for the occasion
of the homecoming of King George and
Queen Mary during the present week.

RAILWAY ACTIVITY

. We find in the Winnipeg Telegram an
estimate of the number of men who will '

it is going to be very satisfactory. Qur
3

X

ctme.a ﬂoating element making their

out’ that problem of defence, and these

guide “the’ common operations of ‘these-

an organization as there is in the world.
I think Mr. Churchﬂl’s memorandum -
has called into existence something as'
scientific and as thorou:h as is to' be

Ca.m.da a8 soop a.s the sprlnz openn..lt
is as follows:

SEMCRE S S AR
O LR e S s G

CEPCR, SLE TN S T
‘Hudson Bay Line .. 4. ¢4 s ...10,000

Potal LA iia G R D000

The Telegradm says that ‘the three
companies named will expend $50,000,000
in construction and improvements this
year, and that at present the reqnisite
number of men do not appear to  be
‘&vailable. One aspect of the case is not
as satisfactory as could be wished, for
we find the Telégram saying:

Hitherto the contractors have depend-
ed to a very large extent on getting the
foreign-born immigrants for the con-
struction‘of raﬂways, and at the present
time have agents in the European coun-
tries ‘hard.at" work trying to enlist the
help of thousands of men. ‘Applications
are rapidly pouring into the immigra-
tion offices’ for men of all classes and
callings, and-the usual demand for farm
help this spring is golng to be greater
than eyer.

As we all know, lmmlgra.nts from the
United Kingdom -do not as a rule care
for work on rallway construetion,. and
the reeult is that the work goes chieny
to immicr,a.nts from . southern ‘Europe,
who ‘do not readily assimilate with our
ropulation, who are unfamiliar with our
institutions and methods, and who be-

versally the case for we are-told:

way work is suspended.

necessity for additional trackage facili-

money, the: expenditure of a million
nore or less'does not count’” This re-
mark illustmtes the spirit in which the
great milway companies’ approach - the
solution of ‘the problems with which they
have from time to time to deal,
e —

the opinions which. find expression in
the telegraphed accounts to the Asso-
ciated Press -of the progress of things
‘political .in the United Kingdom, . the
Libera.ls will have things pretty nearly
tkeir own way. - The despatches do not
:8ay 80, in fact they..say quite the con-
trary; but on x.he occasjion of the
rqcent electlons the ..ame corresponﬂenta
‘had -‘prophesied - Liberal defeat, and in
teach case there was a sweeping Liberal
victory. We mention  this ~matter in
order that readers may 'not take for
granted that the opinions expressed ‘in
the London telegrams are to be regard-
‘ed as authoritative. ™ The newspapers-
are obliged to take what 15 sent over-the
wires, or go without news at all. The
.Tacts stated !n the ‘despatches are cor-
‘Tect enough, but the expressloul of
opinion are realiy ‘valueless,

When the time comes to dlscuSs the
advianbmty\ot cha.nglng the form :of-
munietpal government there will be a
few things to be considered that have
hot .yet been discussed. "One of them

Just and able man is undoubtedly

tract’ such a man; but on the contrary
At would lead to competition between
meén who wanted office for the money
that was in it; " popular choice is liable
to error; the best intentioned men make
mistakes; ‘thete ‘iz’ lkely to’ be more
good sense ina number of men t‘han in
a few frequent elections give the pub-
Jic the opportunity- of changing their
officials ‘and have a tendency to keep
the officials straight. We do not say
that these are conclusive considerations,
but they are worthy or consideration.

The London Daily Telegmph has been
sounding the opinion. of p.rominent ec=
‘clesiastics on Home Rule and the posi-
tion which Ulster takes. Here is what
the Lord Bishop:of Down has to say:
“I think the first and most important
thing for the people in England to
realize is that the men of Ulster are
tremendously in earnest, and that they
mean everything  they say. They are
not a people given to bluff, nor do they
talk much. They ‘generally say  less
than they mean. Those who have liv-.
ed among them for a long period know
they are e people very devoted to their
liberty. They are full -of initiative, and:
dislike anything which destroys  the
power of -an dndlvidua.l to live his own
life in his own way. They are essen-
tially " a freée people, and ‘they believe
Home Rule would really threaten. their
civil and religious’ libertjes.” '

BT i S L
Viscount Haldane, the secretary for
war, speaking recently in Edinburgh
said: “Like the army, the navy has now
got a general staff. They call it a Wwar
staff. It is a general staff in the same
sense as 'is ours. That means that the
navy and the army are going to co-
operate ‘in this problem of defence in
a fashion we have never done before.
This question has been under considera-
iton for months past.’ We have now
got two brains to the two services
thinking out these war plans, thinking

two staffs haye above them a great gen-
eral staff in the = defence ' committee,
W\hlch i8 being adapted to conduct and

two great staffs. We have got as fine

be lleeded for railway construction in

found anywhere.” ;i ]

headquarters in the cities when there is
a suspenslon of. work This is not univ

Most homest.eadeu take up construc-
tien work for the summer months, and
earn enough money to stock themselves
up for the winter, living on their 160.
acres during the cold months when mﬂ-

. Apropoa of this. reference may ‘be
riade to some observatlons made’ by
Vice-President Bury, of the: CPER, at
Winnipeg recently. ' Discussing = the

ties there, he said:‘ “It is not a case of

1f any opinion can be formed from .

may be thus stated: -Government by. a |.
,Wise,
the best form that.can be devised; a |
,high salary would not of nécessity at:.

i
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- come for floot coverings, and you expect £0 see a better selection

floor coverings, your draperies and your.bedrdoms. You must

Ll

|

2 A home- -longing in many a man’s and woman’s heart—per—
" _haps in yours. Why wait longer to have it satisfied? Come
~ . now and let the goods we offer at wonderf ul reductions—

reat Clearance Sale

SATISFY YOUR HOMF LONGING—THIS STORE. OFFEBb THh RhMEDY FOR YOU.
o : : -« "AREYOU COMING?

: 3 . : - We have received some’ beautdu] new Scotch Lace Curtams in-a larﬂe va-
t riety of designs, so many splendid things; and by that'we mean good Curtams
‘at very small prices—are crowded to get at your eyes that it’s hard to pick. and

choose. Don't you think ‘it is’ about time ‘you bought some. new Curtains .for
those windows?

tiful new arrivals at the following small prices. “We have tthC new Scotch Cur-

ing quality, which makes  thent’ ~exceptionally demrable, and ‘the prices are~ex:
ccptxoha]ly reaconable

SCOTCH LACE CURTAINS FROM $6.75 TO $1.25 PER PAIR

-
>
ooy o0%

£l
>
b e s

.NEW CONSIGNMENT OF ALL OVER,)BUNGALOW AND FANCY NETS

We have made great preparations idr the usual large demand which. alwayb
; ol comes at just this season of the. year, when general refurmshmcr is in vogte, and

: e ; - : we ‘are now offering many of these'beautiful Curtain ‘Nets in whlte cream and
“écru by the yard from the very mexpenswe grades to the more elaborate Parlor Curtamb Ve show an _almost unhmxted

S5 M W
>
»

' variety, and for ‘equal wvalues our low prices.cannot be duplicated.

A splendld range of 50in. Net at 50¢ per yard.  Others ranging from $1. 50 to 30¢ per yard

~ Buy Carpets from a C arpet House

You wouldn’t go to a Drug Store for Calico, or a Dry Goods
Store for Shaes, neither would you come toa Carpet House for
Dress Goods, but when you do come to a Carpet House you

and better grade> and better facilities than you would expect to
find in a store which carries all kinds of merchandise. Our en-
tire setond flodr, our business energies are expended in provid-
ing the best ﬂoor coverings, draperies and bedding.. We do not
bother about any other part of your home on this wanderful
floor of ours, but we do expend ‘every effort in behalf of your

come to us expectmg better values and larger assortments than
are usually found. ~We lead in the. Carpet Business, we excel
in:the Carpet Business. Our prices are the standards by which
all the other prices are judged. Come to us for Carpets We
will satlsfy you.

Tapestry Ca;;fets from, per yard R
Brussels‘carpets from, per yard $125

~ Wilton Velvei Carpets from, per yard ...... T O $1.50
Axminster Carpets from, per yard ........ . ..00... ... .. $1.90
Wilton Carpets from, per yard ....... Rl T $1.90 &5

The Dinillo'-roool. is the pride of many a home. The homekeeper is proud of the
beautiful, table top and takes more care of it than she bestows upon any other furni-
ture piece in the home. Certamly @ well selected Dining Table does much-to improve
the ‘appearance of this room. .Choose a ‘table with a top of selected and well finished
wood.’ Don t think the price prohlbmve It isn't—not if you select it from this stock
of ours. The third. floor offers you many table styles.. We have a splendid assort-
ment of Mission Tables for those who are partial to this style. Then we have them

in \Golden' Oak, Mahogany, Fumed Oak Golden Fir, etc, round and square tops, and
‘regular and pedéstal styles. '

.

PRICES START AS LOW. AS $7.50

THE STORE THAT SAVES YOU MONEY

If You Don't
Want to Buy,

Victoria’s

Popular Home - Don’t—But

Fumisheﬁ Laok

Surely never a.better tune ‘than now, since’we are offernw some very beau-:

tams in white, ivory, ecru, beinge and two-tone. They have wel} known. wear-. ..
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