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THE FLANDERS 20" DATHFINDING CAR NQW ATTEMPTING T
PUN TO HAZELTON OVERKAND, FOR FARTHEST
NORTH AUTOMOBIBING HONORS & THB,
CHADLONER & MITCHELL TROPHY

Pror SANDS IN TRONT 3. CURTLS
PHOTOGRAPHER IN TONNEAU.

An international industrial romance of
'most half a century ago, the complete his-
tory of which has never been written and is
virtually unknown to. the present generation.
is to play an important part in the pathfind-
tour of the three Seattle motorists who

are now en route to Hazelton in an attempt to
pture the Challoner & Mitchell ' trophy,
which is to. be the reward of the first car to
reach Hazelton overland—this being a point
farther north than any motor car has ever yet
penetrated under its own power. - The challen-
gers for “First-to-Hazelton” distinction have
already successfully negotiated ‘the dreaded
Snoqualmie Pass—believed to be the most dif-
ficult point on the long journey until the end
of the Stoney Creek road from Fort George is

reached, and the true ‘ctoss-cotntry”’ wark bes:

gins—and at' ldst reports were making excel-
lent progréss in the vicinity of Midway.
Traveling in a “Flanders 20” fully equipped to
slash their way through the forest of that por-
tion of inland -British. Columbia between-the
terminus of the Stoney Creek road and the
Bulkley valley, the party expect to find ma-
terial aid in their enterprise in what is known
as the old Telegraph Trail, cut northward to
[Tazelton in the years of 1865-6 and ’7, in an
endeavor to place the capitals of Europe and
i North America in telegraphic communica-
by the way of Alaska and the Behring
. This line was decided upon. it is a
natter of history, because many scientists and
husiness men were convinced that a telegraph-
cable underneath the Atlantic was an im-
ility.. The work of constructing the
erland telegraph proceeded until one day
the men at the wire-end in the desolate north
cceived a message that the cable had been
mpleted and was working successfully.

~Hazelton, a .town today of probably 8oo
nhabitants; is within sixty miles of the Alas-
in border. It is surrounded by mountains
d dense forests, its sole communication with
¢ outside world as yet being by the river
ute. For some time the Government of tlie
‘ovince has been’ engaged in the develop-
ent of a road construction programme which
|l ultimately link .up. the northern areas of
+hich Hazelton is one of the important centres
v means of a highway traversing the Bulk-
v valley and connecting with the main Cari-
vo road at or near Fort George. Messrs.
‘halloner & Mitchell, through the Pacific
lighway Association, about a year ago offered
4 handsome gold medal trophy to the owner
or pilot of the first automobile to reach Hazel-
ton by the overland route, and although .sev-
eral have essayed the trip, none as yet has
succeeded in winning through. For this rea-
‘on the attempt of the Seattle car is being
vatched with peculiar interest, not only by
the motorists of America, but by the Govern-
ment officials of the Works Department.

For many miles, betweer: Fraser Lake and
zelton, it is believed that the old Telegraph
Irail will be found the advisable route. This
indmark of forty-six years ago, the relic of a
P'asco in which the world of that day was in-
isely interested and in which hundreds of
sands of dollars were invested, may pro-
“at least a pack-horse road, and with some

< upon it by the'Government may in years
me form ‘a link in the great overland
way to Alaska. In 1865 a corporation in-
‘tpendent of the Western Union Telegraph
: t comprised principaliy of the heavy
kioldgrs of that concern, was formed and

{

ubscribed for ‘the construction

1 line that should reach from the

tiie East across the American contin-
i to. Alaska and -across that territory:
tc Behring Sea, crossing Behring Straits

ot ot ; :
__l¢ir narrowest point and passing thence:

11

;f‘fﬁtlgh Siberia and into Russia and the capi-
5 of Europe. At first an effort was made
cure the support of the Western Tele-
’h Union, but a few of the stockholders re-
ded it as a visionary scheme, impractica-
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able if not impossible. The reason for desit-
ing the line was that a strong syndicate was
at the time engaged with more or less prospect

* of Success in laying the first Atlantic cable,

and many of the members of the company
feared that upon completion of the cable—if
it were a success—the Western Union would
lose its large share of the world’s telegraph
business. ;

The cable was being laid by the Great East-
ern, at that time the largest ship afloat. Much
trouble was experienced and some of the
Western Union’s shareholders and “trustees
argued that the cable would never “make
good”; and that in case it failed, an effort to
string wires overland to Europe would be un-
necessary. The independent company was,
however, formed, and .the .project. pushed
forward. Telegraphi lines already were in
operation to San Francisco and up the Paci-
fic Coast to the Puget Sound country. These
were extended by contractors to the Canadian
boundary, where Col. William Bulkley was
placed in sole charge of the enterprise through
Canada to Behring-Straits. With an army of
more than one thousand men all told, he took
up the work, extending the line to New West-
minster, thence east and north through the
town of Hope and over the Hope mountains,

-and thence along what is now known as the

old Cariboo road. From Quesnel the line
took a northerly direction past Fraser Lake,
through the famous Bulkley valley and on to

,the village of Hazelton.

The struggles of the rugged pioneers of the
construction force, their wars with savage na-
ture, with the elements and with the Indians,
the tragedies of death and burials in unknown
graves in these primeval portions of the Paci-
fic Northwest might fittingly form the theme
for countless frontier romancés of today, al-
though the difficulty of collecting data grows
with each year, for:-the survivors, now scatter-
ed far and wide, are constantly growing fewer.
Although supplies then could be carried into
the interior only by men or packhorse, great
stotes ‘(worth many thousand dollars) were
collected by Col. Bulkley in the valley that
bears his name, and there headquartetrs were
established for the campaign that was to carry
the line on through-Alaska. » : -

. This work required about three years. In
1867, with vast quantities of wire ready to be
moved northward out of Bulkley valley, and
with his army of stalwart men -thoroughly -

* trained to their work and inured to hardships,

on the eve of starting forward from Hazelton,

~word was flashed-over the wire which kept the

force in touch with civilization that the Great

| ‘Eastern had arrived at her Atlantic port, com-
pleting her laying of the line of sub-Atlantic

cable bringing the Old and New Worlds into -
almost instant touck with one another. First

men and beasts.

A SAMPLE OF "BEST ROAD TN SNOQUADMIE PASS, T@bB FIRST HARD TEST IN,THE
‘OVERBAND TO HAZELTON DASA FOR THE CHALLONER & MITCHBLL TROPHY. +*

messages had .been flashed under the ocean
and the enterprise was admitted by all, reluct-
antly by many, successful.

Col. Bulkley was thereupon instructed to
drop the entire wark of the overland telegraph.
His men were at once discharged; the great
stores of provisions were deserted—abandoned

to the plundering Indians and the bands of .

elk, antelope and deer that at that time roamed
the country in bands of - many thousands. Hun-
dreds of tons of hay and grain had been piled
up for packhorse supplies. These furnished
nourishment for the wild herds the following
winter. - The thousands of tons of wire were
left-as they were piled, and with it the Indians
later built many weird, unique traps and dwell-
ings. They used wire freely in the construc-
tion of their homes, and with it also they
built strange suspension bridges over the
northern gorges, some of which. endure to
this day.

This same trail bears further historical. in-
terest, for it was the route taken by misguided
hundreds dutring the Klondike rush of 1897-8.
Scores of lives were lost at that-time, the
trail being marked by the bones of forgotten
Up to date no one has been
known Yo travel as far 'as Hazelton even by
wagon.

And yet Manager Sands of the E-M-F
Northwest Co. of Seattle, who is piloting the
“Flanders 20” on its present expedition, start-
ed out with the expectation of reporting “O.K”

_from Hazelton in less than three weeks’ tiine.

On the day of his departure he received a mes-
sage from Mayor Dilling of Seattle to be de-
livered ‘to the Government Agent at Hazel-

.ton,-and thereby- has been given the impres-
sion that the. completion of his journey by |

motor cat is obligatory. = The distance to be
traversed is practically 1,000 miles. The first
severe test of both car and men began with
the second day’s journey, when they ‘entered
Snoqualmie Pass, a rugged slit in the- Cas-
cade mountains through.which no other ma-
chine has traveled this year. Two days of
strenuous toil were required to get the car
through to Gold Creek, only-three-fourths of
the way through the Pass. The balance of the
journey was negotiated with less difficulty,
and the car reported -from Easton, on the east
side of ‘the gorge, on Thursday last.
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TEACHERS FOR CANADA
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The great objection often raised to the emi-
gration of educated people to Canada is that
they will be unable to find employment other
than agricultural or manual labor. “There is
no opening for the city dweller,” says the op-
ponent to emigration. This is entirely ‘wrong.

The result of the recent examination for
certificates 'of qualification to teach in the pub-
lic schools of British Columbia, ‘as announced
by the Department of Education of that prov-
ince, shows that a number of English and
Scottish university graduates have been grant-
ed this certificate, which will enable them to
earn a decent livelihood in healthy' surround-
ings. The successiul English candidates are:

Arthur Anstie, University.of London; Henry -

Armitstead, University of Manchester; Mrs.

“Mary Ashmore, Royal University of Ireland:
Thomas Bell, University of Durham ; Reginald
Collin, .Oxford University; Arthur Cowper.’

University of Loondon; William Crawford, Ed-

- -inburgh - University;: Thomas Dalton, Cam-

bridge University ; Newnham. Davis, Univer-

sity of Durham; Nicholas Geddes, University
of Durham ; Reginald Gibbs, Cambridge Uni-
versity; Charles Gordon, Oxford University;
A. George Grieve, Edinburgh University;
Williarh Alfred Kinch, University of Dublin;
Edward Lester, Oxford University; George

- Murray, Glasgow University; Jean Ross, Ed-

inburgh University; Archibald Smith, Glas-
gow- University; ‘Robert Stephen, Glasgow
University, Duncan Stewart ,University of
Aberdeen; Arnold Thorp, Cambridge Univer-
Aberdeen; and Arnold Thorp, Cambridge Uni-
sity ; and George Murray, Glasgow Unmiversity.
This list is a striking proof of the bond of
Empire. British Columbia is, of all the Can-
adian provinces, perhaps the most faithful to
English traditions.—London Standard.
—_0

ALMOST AN ANGEL

George Ade was talking at a June wedding
in Chicago abotit matrimony.

““Matrimony is perhaps a little too much
idealized,” he said. “These June brides, ra-
diant under the white veils in a glitter of June
sunshine, seem capable of changing earth into.
heaven, but as a matter of fact they are not'
capable of anything of the sort.

“I am in hearty sympathy with Old Brown,
to whom young Black said at a wedding: |

“ ‘A good wife can make a' veritable angel |
of .a.man. 5 {

“Ves, that's so,’ old Brown agreed. ‘*My |
wife came near making one of me with het‘*
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“Tommy,” said his big sister, “you’re z
regular glutton. How can you eat so much #*
“Don’t know. ‘I suppose it’s just good luc
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