' MADAME NORDICA’S"EARLY
S SUCCESSES

Recently Madame Nordica bade her final

farewell to an-English audience, upon her re-

tirement from ‘the stage. She was married a
tew days ago to Mr. G. W. Young, an Amer-
ican banker, and has let it be understood that
she does' not intend to sing -professionally
again. Those who have had the pleasure of
hearing her marvelous voice both 1n England
and America, will hope that she:may claim the
prerogative ‘'of many of the retiring prima
donnas, and change her mind, and let-an ad-
miring public still have the happiness of hear-

ing her sing from time to.time. When-a ‘man

or a woman has been given a great gift of
. ‘giving pleasure through any art which he or
she can perfectly express, it seems nothing less
than a crime to keep the talent entirely to
oneself or to use it simply for the delectation
of a favored few.

Madame Nordica was born in Farmington,
Maine, and sang, so she tells us, before she
could talk. -Her very first appearance upon
any stage was at a Sunday -School concert,
when she was so small that it ‘was necessary
to place her upon a table in order that she
might be seen by the audience. . She sang:

“Little drops of water,

Little grains of sand, -
Make the mighty oeean,
And the beautiful land.”

Which little song the most of us who ever
attended Sunday School fifteen ©r twenty
years ago can well remember. When she had
finished her solo the loud applause so startled
her that she burst into floods of tears, and
tells us that even to this day so gheat was
the weffect produced upon her childish -mind
that the sound of a;:glzuse almc;st unnerves
her, and anything in thenature of an ovation,
overcomes her aingtthar.

‘When she was sixteen she obtained her
first engagement, singing in the choir of First
Church, Boston, at a saﬁzof $1,000. When
Gilmore's band was at its height of popularity
she sang at some of the concerts in Madison
Square Garden, New York. “It:was Mr.
Patrick Gilmore,” 'she ‘says, in an interview
with M.A.P., “who one day exclfimed to me,
“You will yet be crowned gueen of your coun-

. I recalled that>warm-hearted prophecy,

ich seemed so far-fetched at the time, when
years afterward I was presented on the s:(i‘e
of the Metropolitan Opera House, New York,
with a diamond crown, subscribed for by peo-
ple who were kind enough to like me.”

Her first in opera was maide at
Brescia, Italy, as Violetta in Verdi’s La Tra-
viata, and in London she sang in the same
role on the occasion of her initial performance,
But, to quote her own words, “For what I
should call my first real success, because it
was all pure, unalloyed delight. T must take
you to the Bayreuth ‘Testsgelhaus in 1804,
when I created ‘the role of Elsa in Lohengrin.
Ah, that was a moment worth living fer. But
did I say that it was all pure, unalloyed de-
light >—well, yes, from the moment I stepped
on the stage and forgot my trcniors. But, oh,
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Kniese, the Bayreuth director, and

- best.of advisers T ever had. It was at the close

.politan theatre that I was presented with’ the,

he let it-be known that he would rather have
. ‘had almest anyore. else ‘to 'sing his music; but
after the concert he came to me, in his own
words, to “take it all back,” which he did in
the nicest way possibie. ;
Just:Au Revoir
There remains one other success I simply

‘must mention ; I mean/my farewell to London. :

It thas ‘been just wonderti!; I cannot tell you
~how deeply I have been touched and meved by

the wondetful kindness shown to me by Len-

don and everybody. I neveér dreamed of any-
thing like it, and almost Tifalter in my deter-
. prinatiom:to say good-bye to England.
; Indeed, I canot sdy it; and solet it. be not
good-bye, but au revoit: . |
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ok I Huxley . .

Huxley wag: tly a scientist and

7 only -incidentally ‘3. -

* his: essays convey. the most profound ethical
trafhs sput' forward’ inéthe = plainest, sanest
manner possible. ~ Tndeed. his. total lack of
abstruseness in ‘all his-writingsiremind one of
the delightful straightforwardness -of Ruskin,
whe always claimed that the greatest and most
forceful éloquence lay inithe use of simple,
ditect’language. Huxley.has written a quaint
autebiography, which ‘thoygh naturally not as
complete as it should be, furnishes us with

* the bare facts relative to his career, and gives
us:some iflea of his character. - Naturally he
does not tell us what others have written of
him since, that he was one of the fairest-
minded of men, with'a gapacity for eclear-
sightedness and unbiased jydgment, that was
unique, a conscientigus student always, en-
dowed with "all the -manly qualities, and of a
character wholly lova | “I was born,”- he

ites, ight a’cit | the.morning of the
May, 1825, at Eali

that time, as- gqasie

could be found, w 1.2 [4c les O

Hyde Park Corner. ‘Why I was christened

Thomas Henry 1 do st know; but it is. a

i ; - parents -should “have

partieular ‘Apostle

fixed upon the: name-
t the most sym-

with whont I have:ah
pathy. Physically.an

mirself of gy f
ulty for drawing, v

the anxiety, the agony of the weeks of antici-

pation. As soon as I received the dazzling in-

vitdtion to create Elsa, I set out fof Bayreuth, ¢ ., 2 Cehay

and for three months I studied under Madame I ! ) ; . .

Cosima Wagner. :She and the members of her Y

family, knowing ‘the apprehensions that as- Whence Tibiad no diff

sailed me, did everything possible tomake the 1 had mot fulfilled: 1

days of anticipation pass pleasantly; but even matter 0idooks. ¥ arsschool training

in the drives and excursions that they planmed Was of -the. bti s .1 grew older, ‘my

the Testspielhaus seemed to pursue.me with great desire was'tor mechanical engineer,

its/ shadow like some devouring monster. but the fates were a t-this, and while very
Wagnerian Roles young.:1: commenesy] the . study. of medicine

2 g e der a .medical: n-tdw.” .
Bayreuth left me with the determination to g : e g : 4
delid. to mmy Wagnariaw folis. s Siciliowins It.-was in the spring of 1846 that,

summer found me at Lucerne studying Iselde’ i‘;:‘f’foipassed hi

o,

in” Ttistan und Isolde, again under Madame | b .b“ﬂka:r;fuhm;;““ . dgfsgaé ~t§2t¥rggtogn
Wagner’s direction. 1 should not say that the fotd aty at Hmhr 1 Hg i hi)s’
inhabitants, or at all events, the visitors of roiessioPn i : 'ox.as ships GOh i
Lucerne are very musically inclined, for I was E“j“; S it the: o i ursged tae daid-
more or less politwiy ejcctelt-fram three hetchs: ;s iii;“:nst'uralhscm"" 4 Micg the publicatio;

in succession on the complaint-of guests who e -ce o O s i bg TR *’;
objected by my practising. In the end I suc- R i L Sl 'nga Salbou - OF Tl

ceeded in renting a.room to practice in. It was ‘I,ipo o et ea;vdas TP et ?i f s 1 v
above a hairdresser’s establishment; a piano Eoy s yﬁe :“',a@mn sy sevfra pae
and two chairs constituted the‘furmiture of this oips. - B TELY pOpree e

frugal “apartment, and there ‘for five hours : :

Gy : honorary degrees from many different univer-
cvery-tayiwesthgt is, Madusie Wagneriithter sities. - Hecgrumbered among his friends the
most ‘eminent -scientists and philosophers of
the day, and apart from his valuable contribu-
tions to the realms of science, he has left be-
hind him a reputation for wholesome and
profound philosophy.

That man, I think, has had a iiberal educa-
tion who has been 'so trained in youth that
his body is the ready. servant.of his will, and
does with.ease and pleasure all the work that,
as a mechanism, it is capable of ; whose intel-
lect is a clear, cold, logic engine, with all its
parts of equal strength, and in smooth work-
ing' order; ready like a steam engine to be
turned to any kind of work, and spin the
gossamers as well as forge the anchogs of
the mind; whose mind is stored with knowl-
edge of the great and fundamental truths of
Nature and of the laws of her operations; one,
who, no stunted ascetic, is full of life and fire,
but whose passions are trained to come to
heel by a vigorous will; the servant of a ten-
der conscience; who has learned to love all
beauty, whether of Nature or of art, to hate
all vileness, and to respect others as himself.

In an ideal university, as I conceive it, a
man should be able to obtain instruction in
all forms of knowledge, and discipline in all
the use of all the methods by which knowledge
is obtained. In such a university the force
of living example should fire the student with
a noble ambition to emulate the learning of
learned men, and to follow in the footsteps of
the explorers of new fields of knowledge.
and the very air he breathes should be charged
with that enthusiasm for truth, that fanati-
cism for:veracity, which is a greater posses-
sion than much learning; a nobler gift than

At the Albert Hall the power of increasing knowledge; by so

Now I have. just time to mention a “suc- much greater and nobler than these, as the
cess” outside the operatic stage. This was in moral nature of a man is greater than the
the Golden Legend, in-which at the Albert intellectual; for veracity is the heart of moral-
Hall I took Madame Atbani’s place, she being ity. :
indisposed. At the time Sir Arthur Sullivan .  Science is nothing but trained and organ-
did mnot at all approve of the change; in fact, jzed common sense.
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myself—
studied the :fole of Isolde together, LLdame
‘Wagner.and I alternating in the luxury of one
chair, -while the other was occupied by the
accompanist. Later, however, I was offered
the use of the Casina stage for rehearsals.

When at length Tristan und Isolde was
produced at New York, Jean de Reszke,
Edouard de Reszke, -and Marie' Brema were
with me, and it was our first appearance in our
respective roles for all four of us. This is just
what :made that performance .ever dear and
memorable to'me. I had-often sung with the
de Reszke’s before in other operas, but they
‘had always carried off the honors of the eve-
ning. Generally withi .them I had been mak-
ing a first appearance, whereas they were re-
peating former triumphs in familiar roles. But
now the situation was changed; they were-as
much novices as I, and for once I shared
equally with ‘them in. the success of the pro-
duction in which Madame Brema also played
a great part. Indeed, T-think.i'may say that
we all surpassed ourselves that first evening,
and everything for once in'a way went with-
out a hitch, not Jeast by reason of the admir-
able conductorship of that truly great musi-
cian, the late M. Anton Seidl, by whose death
I lost one of the most valued of friends and

of the run of Tristan und Isolde at the Metro-

diamond crown I have m :

Another of my “treasures” is the large gold
medal presented to me after singing the
“Ring”.at Munich, this medals seldom be-
ing bestowed on a woman.

iefso’phcr, but some.of.

“~travelers,-have a

B. examinations at. .

scientific - lecturer, ‘a#d” received numerous.

Suppese-it were perfectly certain-that- the
life and fortune of every one of us would, one
day or anaother, depend- upon his winning or
josing a game of chess. Don't you think that
we should all consider it to be a primary duty
at-léast to learn the names and the .moues
of the pieces; to-have a notion of the gambit,
and a keen gye for 41l the means-of giving
and getting out of check? Dovyou nat think
that ‘we:should look with a disapprobation
amounting to scorm, upon the father-who al-
lowed his son, or the state which .?.aned its
‘members to grow up without knewing a pawn
from a knight? .

Yet it is 3 very plain and elematary truth,
that -the 'life; the fortune, the happiness of
every one.of us, do depend upon our knowing
something of the rules of a game infinitely
chess.” Tt is ‘a game ‘which has heén played
for untold dges, every mean or woman-of us
being one of the two-players in a game of his
or her own. The chess-board is the world,
the pieces aré the phenomena of the universe,
the rules. of the game are what “we call the
laws of Nature. The player on the other side
is hidden from us. We know that his play
is always fair, just and patient. But also we
know, to our cost, that he never overlooks a
mistake or makes the smallest allowance for
ignorance. To the man who plays well the
highest stakes are paid, with that sort -of
overflowing generosity with which the strong
shows delight in strength. .And one who
plays ill is checkmated—without haste, but
without remorse. My metaphor will remind
some of you of that famous picture in which
Retzsch has -depicted Satan playing at chess
“with a man. for Ris soul. Substitute for the
fiend .in that- picture a calm, strong ;angel
who is playing for Tove as we would-say, and
wortld rather -dose than win—and I should
-aceept it as an<mage of human dife.

‘England has l&td’y been hmg a-series of
pageants-which-have attracted worldswide in-
terest: - There 45 .m0 country in “the world

‘richer in pictures eisboticilgoliben -

; G lore than-Great Britain. - Ever since.the days
- in-the .dawn of history, when Caesar’s legions
- Janded-on the shares of “the-WWhite Island to

the westward of Gaul,” England has been the
tage for most tely set romances of

nt of glori-

Mwes lost. The
posts, movelists, singers,

 scientists, warriors, stafesmen, adventurers,

ppdared on'the scenes in their
‘appointed ‘times; women w for their
beauty or wit have walked dpon the stage,

- the favorites of kings, perhaps, and for their

little span the ‘real rulers-of ®ngland. His-
tory:tells us the stories and we can close our
eyes and imagine the dramas enacted, the
"swift changing scenes, fhe flitting forms, but
. the pageant makes the story a real thing of
-vital interest. - When history repeats itself by
this ‘means the effect produced is lasting and
the ‘events themselves never forgotton.

The recent festival at-Bath was one of
peculiar interest and great beauty. Bath is
one of the pldest of the old tewns of England.
It ‘was-first built by the Romans, who dis-
covered the curative powers of the waters,
and it is with this: in its history that the
pageant began, though legend attributes its
‘origin to: the discovery of the medicinal prop-
-ertzes’ of the waters by the mythical king,
Bladud. The following description of the af-
“fair is from the London Morning Post:

The sgene .of the pageant-is very beauti-
ful. From the vast grand stand undulating
meadows descend.to the river. Through a
screen of tall trees glimpses are obtained of
a Gothic gateway in the -valley and of the
houses rising to the summit of the distant hill.
In front stands a Roman temple, on the left
are the facade of Reman baths and a mediaeval
porte. The first episode shows the dedica-
tion of Su’s temple at Bath A. D. 160. There
is -bustle and beauty .in the Fornm. Priest-
esses carrying a figure of Sul Minerva march
in, stately Roman soldiers appear, healthy
and invalid citizens from the baths come to
witness the ceremony ; peasants buy and sell,
a rascally beggar trys to steal the purse of
Rusonia Avenna, and a fantastic Greek trader
has rings for ague, salves for sore eyes, drugs
for old age, spells, charms, lotiens, and po-
tions, and what you will. But in the hubbub
the trumpet of a herald is heard and he‘cries:
“Let all trading and games cease until after
the dedication of the temple.” "The most beau-
itful incident in this scene happens-after in-
cense has been thrown on the altar. Priest-
esses advance in-an -archaie dance ‘to the
rhythm of cumbals and pipes. They circle
round the altar and meount the steps of the
temple, their swayings blue and white figures
suggesting the floating movement agd mystery
of 1ncense..

“The second episode, representing the Sack

. of Akeman After Dyrham Fight, is extremely

effective, the Queen’s death especially. The
Saxons have burst the gates of Bath, and
Ceawlin, the King, rides in from the west,
stops the fighting, and on seeing the British
Queen asks: “Who is this 'woeman®’ “The
wife of Ferinmael,” she answers, and on being
told that her husband is slain, she stabs her-
self and falls on the temple steps. “She was
a King’s wifeand died royaily,” shouts Ceaw-
lin; “carry her ‘body within and set the tem-
ple ablage for a Queen’s funeral pyre” Sax-

' said ; “but that was not my window.

on soldiers carry the body into the templs

on shields, smoke rises, and.in a moment
building is in flamed. -
King Edgar, A. D. 973,” brings more ¢
into the arena, but the speeches might
shortened. The King and Queen are regal
appearance and we have never seen taller

more dignified than the Bishops, these who

spoke having -splendid voices. “King Henr
VII. Visits Bath, A. D. 1497,” is opened wit},
the entry of a flock of sheep and a shepherg
singing:

Heigh-ho!  Heigh-ho!

Black night is turned to day, O.

And man must to his teil and work

Till the closing of the day, O.

There follow laborers, with matlocks, scythes,
and oxen, lilting an old Somerset folk-song
until silenced by ‘the sound of the Angelus,
By-and-by trumpets and martial music ring
out,"and the Royal procession enters, led by
horsemen and a guard of bowmen. Groups of
maidens meet ‘the: King with song and give
him flowers, ‘and in return for his friend]
welcome he agrees to restore the Abbey,

. The fifth episode is magnificent and divert-
ing. It represents the wisit of Queen FEliza-
beth to Bath in 1590, and the pomp, splendor,
and revelry of that period are realized with 2
beauty and abandon not surpassed in any
pageant we have seen. The fun is infectious.
Mischievous ’prentices jostle to quarrel, and
they pelt with eggs, vegetables, etc.,, Benja-
min Grimkin, wha is a prisoner in the pillory.
But he is rescued by Sweét Nell of Souter street
who, if she washes in asses’ milk, ’tis not for
asses’ eyes to admire. Kit Marlowe, Will
Shakespeare, and a band of Pplayers enter ; then
a mighty shout fills the air—"“The Queen! the
Qz,xcen‘!” From the Guildhall comes the may-
*Or's procession. Somerset girls strew roses in
the Queen’s way as shefollows her knights
and ladies in a beautiful white dress, seated on
a white palfrey caparisoned in green, and over
her'Majesty a canopy is held by men in green
doublets. The cortege ends in’a blaze of gor-
geous color, The Mayor presents Shake-
speare to the Queen, and the poet declaims
in blank verse with the gesticulation and elo-
cution of Mr. Tree, and Mr. Hall Caine might
recognize some likeness to himself in Shake-
speare’s’ “makeup.” ‘The Masque of Prince
Bladud creates much amusement, and the
laughter ‘has -séarcely * subsided when the
fierce clamor of the Battle of Lansdown (Epi-
sode V1., arrests attention. *“Phe excitement is
intense. Roundheatl horsemen icharge the
Cornish pikemen raised by ‘Sir ‘Bevel Gren-
ville, but are repelled -again and again, and in
the end the Royalistswin a hloody battle, but
their  leader, Sir Bevil, is killed, ‘and to the
sorrowing  throb of ‘drums his ‘body is borne
off in impressive fashion. ;

Now comes ‘the Glorious Times of Beau
Nash and Ralph Allen, and the scene is of
exceeding interest -and grace. Men and wo-
men famous in history meet decked in cos-
tumes of the most exquisite cut and color.
Ladies patched and powdered curtsey to the
ground in response to the courtly bow of
handseme gallants. A minuet of  alluring
grace and rhythm is danced -and generous
Ralph Allen invites Princess Amelia and the
Duke of :‘Cumberland to enjoy the hospitality
of Prior Park, :

The cighth episode-represents the' visit of
Queen Charlotte to Bath in 1817, and in this
scege appear most: of the eminent people of
the; period, while in the*wonderful finale are
seen great writers, Fielding, Smollett, Fanny
Burney, Sherdan, Jane Austen: and Charles
Dickens, who bring with them characters from
their books and plays, who are followed bv
representatives ‘of Colonial and American
places called Bath, daughter towns of the
Mother City. The acting throughout is ‘ex-
cellent, and the music is.admirably adapted to
the spirit of- the various episodes.
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LADY TREE

The clever wife of the new theatrical
knight has for long been known as the most
learned of living English actresses. - She early
developed a taste for classics and mathematics,
and her favorite subject was Greek, at which
she attained to great efficiency. Many years
ago she took part in a Greek play before an
audience that numbered so distinguished a
classical authority as the late Ms. Gladstone.
Besides her histrionic talent, La’éy Tree has
many gifts of an artistic nature, She is pos-
sessed of a charming voice, which she has of-
ten used to advantage in public, and she can
paint and draw very cleverly. Lady Tree is
credited with having written what is probably
the shortest autobiography on record. Here it
is: “This is the life of little me; I am the wife
of Beerbohm Tree”,

A Rude Awakening
Lady Tree has-told an amusing story of ‘her

- early “stage-struck” days which is worth re-

peating. She was a great admirer of Sir Henry
Irving, and almost every day she would -walk
miles out of her way in order to-pass his. win-
dow. Long'afterwards, she met the great
actor in the flesh, and told him about her early
hero-worship. But Sir Henry’s reply was dis-
concerting. “Very nice, very interesting,” he
I lived
opposite.”

A Christian home is the great audience-
chamber of the Almighty for His children,
whether they be young or old.—]J. W. Rey-
nolds.

“The Coronation of

PREPARING FOR T
WINDOW GAHN

The month of August

leisure month with the T
The lawn, vegetable and fiqe
not require as close attenti
growing months of spring a
thus giving a little more tin
potting of plants from the 1}
that have been enjoying a c
of rest; or possibly in some
have been started specially
of window or greenhouse fo
ter and spring months Plaj
aspidistras, different varieti
asparagus, dracaenas (co
plants, Boston and lace ferns
similar decorative plams t
joying a season of partial r¢
out-of-door nook will, in all p
repotting to give them fresh
the coming winter season.
aniums in pots and winter
such as Begonia “incarnata
zegonia), B. Paul Bruant, I
B. manicata and B. manica
spicuous variety of this th
type of begonia and very end
plant) are some of the mos
and house plants that will
this season of the year. Cal
repotted as early in August
require it, to secure early f
themum and salvia plants, a
(achyranthes), and ageratu
planted out in the border, ¢
up and potted for stock or
poses, towards the end of t!
The tendency on the pa
plant grower, as a rule, is 1
which means putting them
than is necessary. Over-pof
cially for winter decorative
avoided. The plants not o
space, and the pot also bei
tion to the size of the plan
the soil becomes soddened 3
large amount of water ned
soil moist before root action
mences after repotting. = Soi
this season should be carefu
should be of a friable, open n3
age is another important fag
cess.

d

How to Prepare
. Good fresh loamy potti
compost heap of three parts
cow manure or well rotted }
has become well decomposed
for all potting soils. One
gritty sand and one part of
with seven or eight parts g
_will make an ideal soil for
plants mentioned. For
themums and geraniums the
soil from the bush) may be
should be put through a 4
sieve and all dead pieces of
removed. The fibry part ¢
too coarse, should be left in
How to Re-Pot

First of all, see that th
roots. of the plant to be repo
ened but not too wet and
knock the plant from the p
examine the roots, ‘to see 1
ting. To do this successfull
and pot, at the same time §
of one hand across the surf
that the -plant cannot fail
Grasp the bottom of the 1
with the other hand, and kng
rim of the top of the pot
of a table or bench. If the
once loosen itself from the
partially around and knock
a few times until it becoms
removal the pot is found to
roots so as to have .exhau
should be repotted. If it hay
pot can be carefuly slipped
earth again, the plant reve
position and settled firmly i
ing the bottom of the pot
table. It should then be wa
examination made in this wa
plant if the soil and roots
wvery much.

If the plant requires ref
remove the old pieces of d
of the roots. Then scrape {
of the ball of earch about a
in depth, as well as trimmi
of the ball of earth just
cases, too, a little of the so
of earth may be picked ouf
pointed label or piece of stig
the ball of earth may some
with the hand, or on the ben|
up the network of roots 1
roots have become very den
idea being to remove all t
possible without disturbing

All dead and decayed leaves
also be removed. The pla
on its side carefully on thq
bench. Then select a clea
two sizes larger than the
larger will do if the soil }
down much as described—
two sizes larger should be
a concave or hollow piece o
over the hole at bottom of
side down sufficiently largg
hole, place a few more piec
ir: the same way, so that thq
imside is well covered. An
age material is not too mu
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