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1IRON AND STEEL DEVELOPMENT

One day last week the smelter at
Sydney, Nova Scotia, +was blown
up, and it is now turning out
pig iron. I 'need make no apology
for referring to this although it is not
connected with British Columbia as it
is the greatest event which hag ever tak-
en place in the industrial history of Can-
ada. It is not so only because the plant
now in operation is one of the largest
and most modern in the weorld, but be-
cause it must eventually control the iron
and steel trade of the world. Iron ore
smelted at Pittsburg comes to the works
burdened with a charge of over $5 for
freight alone besides which there is the
charge on the finished preduct for trans-

ation to tide water. Yet the Pitts-

g manufacturers can compete suc-
cessfully with European manufacturers
in the products of iron and steel.
Sydney the ore islaid down burdened
by a total charge for mining and
freight of $1 a ton; and this is done at
no counterbalamcing cost for transport-
ing flux and fuel, which exist on the
spot at Sidney. Not only so but so far
as exports of finished material are con-
cerned Sydney itself is on tide water
with excellent harborage. It is evident
therefore that Canada is destined to oc-
cupy a commanding position in the iron
and steel trade so far as the Atlantic

seaboard is concerned. The special in-|:

terest to British Columbians is that pre-
cigely similar conditions of economic su-
periority exist with reference to iron on
the Pacific seaboard ,as compared with
the resources of the United States.
Doubtless there is plenty of iron in the
States of Washington and Oregon. But
there is' none so easily mined and trams-
ported as exists on the islands and brok-
en sea shore of British Columbia. The
great resources of the Hast have long
lajn dormant and the great resources of
the West in this respect will long lie
dormant, or at most be exploited to
maintain an iron and steel industry lo-
cated in the United  States, unless we
are alive to our opportunities and set
mi]r (;wm shoulders to the industrial
wheel.

SURELY AN ERROR.

I noticed in an interview with Mr. Me-
Gregor, the inspector of mines, publish-
ed in the Times a few days ago that he
was made to say that there were now
ten shipping mines in British Columbia.
The numeral was published in figures
and is doubtless an accidental mistake,
probably for one hundred, although that
again looks like a slight overstatement.
The trouble about such an error is that
the interview is clipped by exchanges or
cut out by an occasional correspondent
and sent abroad. .Abroad it is quoted as
official. I fully expect to see a month
from now in the Financial News or the
London Mining Jéurnal or the Colonial
Goldfields .Gazette some such paragraph
as the following: ‘“Mr. McGregor ,pro-
wvincial inspector of mines is authority
for the statement that there are ten
shipping mines in ' British  Columbia.”

s a matter of fact on a rough estimate

should say that the average monthly
list of mines making shipments is about
40, and that the total number of mines
hayﬁnﬁ‘made shipments last year at any
time through the year is between 80 and
90. | If the month -of Fanuary, 1901, be
taken, from memory and a jotting or
two I can count 52 mines that I know to
have made shipments since the begin-
ning of the year. The Hall Mines
smelter received ore during the month
from 34 different properties.

THE HALL MINDS SMELTER.

The Hall Mines smelter at Nelson is
enjoying a period of great prosperity.
The tonnage treated during January ex-
ceeded that of the previous month by
639 tons and it has contracts on -hand
‘which will keep it busy for a long time
10 come, in fact a second stack will be
blown in very.shortly. The Silver King
has also reappeared as one of the produc-
tive mines of the province. During the
month of January 387 tons were ship-
ped to the smelter. In addition the pol-
icy of the exploration and development
put in force by ‘Captain Gifford is hay-
ing good results as the following report
cabled by him to London shows:

“Have discovered a. good body of pay
ore;* eight feet in width] No. 6 level east,
south wvein, crosscut. Assavs give 1614
ounces of silyer per ton. Ore contains
eight per cent. of copper.”

This coupled with the.satisfactory cus-
tom business done by the smelter should
soon rehabilitate the Hall Mines, Ltd.,
in the eyes of investors.

HAS STARTED UP AGAIN.
The St. Eugene mill has started oper-
ontions again and the full force of men is
Ne'mployed at the mine and mill. The
company has signed a contract with a
firm in Antwerp, Belgitm, which will ex-
Whd over a period of. several months
savflelconcentrates will be sacked, and the
- 3ushdpments will be up to the full capacity
eiofithe mglll.d 2”l%%efou'e the shitdown the
AU pany ha men on its payroll, and
fu“eg,jg_nnmber will again be employed.
There is little doubt but by the time this
~oontract is finished the dificulty between
the American smelters and the C.P.R.
will be settled, and another shut-down
will be avoided. :
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smelter and refinery at some coast point
in British Columbia.

TWO GOOD NELSON DISTRICT
MIN

During January a couple of properties
have entered the shipping list on an ex-
tensive scale. The London Consolidated
shipped some ore last menth from their
Silver Hill mine but: it wds mot umti
January that the real shipping opera-
tions commenced. During the last thirty
days the output of ere has aggregated
close to 1,000 tons, and, while the man-
agement has declined to issne any state-
ment as to the returns, it is freely re-
ported that the month’s output has net-
ted not less than $50,000. The Molly
Gibson also shipped in December and
previous to that month, but during Jan-
uary the shipments were regular and
large, practically indicating that the
property is now on a groper shipping
basis. © At both mines the development
is kept well ahead of the mining opera-
tions and both promise to be shortly re-
garded as among the banner producers
in the Nelson district.

THE COAL FAMINE.

The following which is condensed from
the Nelson Tribune shows that the coal
situation is causing some wuneasiness
among the smelter managers :

All of the coke and coal used in the
British Columbia smelters is drawn from
the collieries of the Crow’s Nest Pass

al Company at Fernie, and so great
has been the demand that from a sur-
plus of production the collieries are mow
taxed beyond their capacity and local
smelters find themselves face to face
with a fuel famine.

The mew smelters in the Boundary
district which have no full supplies on
'.hamd were the first to feel the pinch, and
in consequence their operations are likely
to be greatly hampered, and their blow-
ing in dates postponed. The B.C. Cop-
per Company’s smelter at Greenwood is
about to commence operations, but it
has no fuel. The company contracted
for a large supply, the delivery of which
was to have commenced on the first
of the present month, but it has not come
to hand. The ore bins at the smelter
are full, and the ore is coming down
from the Mother Lode at the rate of
100 tons per day, but without fuel thé
smelter can ‘do mothing.

The Ppyritie smelter is in much the
same fix. It has a contract iwith the
coal company, and although "the date
for the delivery is past very little if any
fuel has. been Teceived.

The Greenwood Hlectric Company is
also short of fuel, and but for the ac-
tion of the Canadian Pacific Railway
company in permitting it to draw upon
the railway reserve ‘it would probably
have been forced to close down.

J. Johnstone of this city, who is the
lrerpbesenmtive of the coal company in
J this district, left for Toronto yesterday
morning, and it is rumored that his mis:
sion is’ to comsult the eastern officials of
the company concerning the ore supply.
‘When interviewed by the Tribune repre-
sentative he admitted that there was
not at present a sufficient 'output at the
collieries to meet the demands made,
but he explained that scarcity was due
to & breaking down of the machinery at
the mine whith rendered it impossible
for the company to take out the required
amount of coal. A new engine is now
being installled. however, and he expect-
ed that the colliery would speedilyfcatch
up with the demand. Mr. Johnstone add-
ed that the company’s contract with the
Great Northern railway did mot affect
the local supply, as the railway com-
ﬁny did not receive any but thé eur-

s,

A CONVERTER AFTER ALL.

The announcement that the B.C. Cop-
per Company would install a copper con-
verter at the Mother Liode smelter when
first reported was regarded as prema-
ture. Mr. F. L. Underwood, the man-
aging director of the company, who. with

. H. Thomas, the consulting engineer,
has been on a visit of inspection to the
company’s property, is, however, report-
ed as saying that the company would
immediately build a second furnace
Gouble the size of the one now installed.
It will have a nominal capacity ‘of 400
tons. The convertor plant recently or-
dered will be in operation jn July. His
trip had more than ever confirmed him
in the belief that the Boundary district
would shortly take its place in the eop-
per producing sections of the world and
that the Mother Lode would become as
famous as any known copper mines. The
smelter will be blown in on the 15th
February.

THE GRANBY SMELTER.

Mr. W. M. Brewer, M.E., British Co-
lumbia, correspondent of the New York
Engineering and Mining Journal, gives
the following interesting description of
the Granby smelter:

“The Grand Forks smelter is in design
the most up-to-date plant on the contin-
ent. The power is taken from the north
fork of Kettle river and the plant de-
velops some 1,200 h.p.

“Of this 250 h.p. is used in furnishing
lights to the city of Grand Forks and
1,000 h. p. is left for the use of the com-

pany.

“From the time the ore is dumped
from the railroad cars it is hardly
touched with a shovel until it reaches
the farnaces. These are usually charg-
ed with barrows, but Mr. Hodge, the
superintendent, has applied an entirely
new invention in the shape of an anto-
matic charger. The capacity of the
plant is 650 tons per day and three men
work the e¢harger. A track of railroad
iren runs the whole length of the charg-
ing floor and the automatic charger is
foaded by being run under the track on
an ineline and the ore and coke placed
in it. The charger is the full length of
the furnace and the coke and ore are de-
posited in an even manner all over the
furnace at one movement. The slag is
granulated and earried off by a small
stream of water. .

“Superintendent Hodge is now on his
way east to order the machinery neces-
sary to dupl'xca_te the plant throughout.
At the same time a converter will be
put in and blister copper produced. This
will have 50 per cent. on the freight
bille, as the present matte is about half
iron and half eopper.”

ROSSLAND ORE SHIPMENTS.

From the 1st of January to the 2nd
of February the: Rossland ore shin-
ments amourted to 29,961 tons. This
period really includes only one dav over
the month, ns on the 2nd of February
So that
the Tannarv shipments may be put down
at 28.961 toms. is makes a record for
the Roseland , . It compares with
an . outhut of 24,933 tons for January.
The tonnage is derived from ten

As with the ex-|

(‘mmﬂquxj_;lq'd‘ last year.

gLl

ception of January the shipments last
year did not go over 20,000 tons. for any
month until August and . fell to 279 tons
in March the present condition of affairs
is full of promise.

OUT IN FREIGHT RATES.

The Canadian Pacific railway com-
pany has issued a new tariff on matte
and bullion from all Kootenay smelt-
ing points to New York and Newark.
The new rate, which is common from
Kootenay points, is $16 per ton a cut
of $2 per ton from the former rate in
force from Nelson and '].\rqnl, and » cat
of $4 from the rate previously quoted
from Gmand Forks, Greenwood and
Boundary Falls. This reduction makes
the rate to Newark the same as that
quoted to South Chicago. The new
tariff will effect a considerable saving
to the Nelson and Trail smelters, ae they
are now shipping several hundred tons
of matte and bullion each per month an®
a still greater saving on shipments from
Boundary points.

THE GLASGOW
EXHIBITION

Description of ‘the Great Enter-
prise Opening in Scotland

n May.

The Glasgow exhibition 1s expected to
attract the people of all nations to the
industrial capital of Scotland from May
tc November during the present year.
It is imtended that the exhibition shall
present a full illustration of the British
En.pire, its dependencies, dominions and
colonies, and the progress in industry,
seience and' art of all nationalities dur-
ing the nineteenth century. The site,
which has been granted by the corpora-
tion wof Glasgow, comprises sixty-seven
acres of the Kelvingrave Park,. and six
acres of the adjoining Bunhouse grounds,
and is one of exceptional beauty and con-
venience. The river Kelvin intersects
it at various points, and the slopes of
Gilmorehill, crowned by the university
buildings, constitute a dignified boun-
dary on the north. Seventy-three acres
will be inclosed, or six more than were
enclosed for the very successful exhibi-
tion of 1888.

The prinecipal divisions are four in num-
ber—fine arts, industrial and applied art
exbibits, machinery in motion and enter-
tainments and refreshments. The exhibits
are classified as follows: 1, raw material,
agricultural and mining; 2, industrial de-
sign and manufactures; 3, machinery, mo-
tive power, electricity, and labor-saving ap-
pliances in motion; 4, locomotion and trans-
port; 5, marine engineering and shipbuild-
ing; 6, lighting and heating; 7, science and
seientific instruments, education and music
8, sports and sporting appliances, the wo-
men’s section, fine arts, Scottish history
and archaeology.

The buildings are composed of three
main groups, comprising the Industrial
hall, the Machinery hall and the Grand
hall for entertainments. The style is
Spanish renaissance, which harmonizes
well with the and
lends itself to that brightness and color
so necessary to exhibition buildings. The
svstem of separate courts has been dis-
ecarded, and the . whole space to right
and léft of the central group of features
is thrown into two vast halls.

The main buildings, including the fine
art gallery, cover an area of twenty
ccres. The industrial section, whick s
surmounted by a grand dome, is seven
bundred feet long, three hundred and
gixty feet wide, and covers nearly siIx
acres. Through the centre i.ns tne maip
avenue, seven hundred feet long, ninety-
three feet wide, and about sevent) feet
high. The dome is two hundred feet from
the grounds, the highest pinnacle in the
building, eighty feet-in diameter, and dec-
orated very ornately iside. Four white
towers rise to a height of about a hund-
red and eighty feet, and, running round.
n hundred feet up, there is a huge bal-
cony, four nundred féet im ‘pircumfersuce.
and averaging twenty-five feet wide de-
signed to form a promenade, from which
an excellent view of the exhibition and its
sirroundings may be obtained. Under the
dome is the erand entrance, approached
by an extensive piazza, with a peristyle
or colonnade two hundred feet lorw hv
eighty feet wide, At each corner of the
building, and on the north and south front
towards the centre are pavilions, about
thirty-five feet square, each having four
lofty minarets at the angles, terminating
in domed roofs. If desired, the central
portion can be retained as a permanent
place of recreation, capable of accommodat-
ing ten thousand people.

new art galleries,

From the Industrial hall a covered av-
enue,.nine hundred feet long by seventv-
five féet wide, a continuation of the main
avenue, leads to a bridge over a public
thofoughfare, and thus a'continuous cover-
ed connection between the two buildings
is obtained. . The Machinery hall is five
hundred feet long, 340 feet wide, and cov-
ers an area of five acres, It is intersect-
cd by galleries fifteen feet wide, from
wkich the machinery in motion on the
flonr may be viewed. Its conmstruction is
similar to that of the Industrial hall. The
gradients of the bridge, under which the
corporation’s electric tramears will run,
are so easy that visitors may leave the
Industrial hall, traverse the galleries in
the Machinery hall, and return to the start-
ing point without ascendins or descending

a single step. ;

In addition to the exhibits of the
T'nited Kingdom, officiss support has
been secured from the fo..owing coan-
tries: Russia, France, Austria, Japan,
Denmark, India, Western Australia, Can-
ada, Morocco, Mexico, Persia, Queensland
Pritish South Africa aad south Australia.
The ..United States will not be officially
represented but the Americzn manufactur-
¢re have taken considerable space in the
machinery section. Some of the nation-
alitles mentioned are erecting special
pavilions, in addition to the space allotted
to them in the main building. Russia,
for example, is to have four, in erder to
fittingly display mining, timber, and other
itdustries. One will be reserved for the
display of the appurtenances of the Imper-
ia] estates, which are similar to the Bri-
tish crown lands, and by arrangement with
the refreshment contractors. there will be
a dining room, in which dinners will be
served in the Russian style, with wines,
savories, and other food products of the
Empire, which the government is anxious
to see introduced into other countries

—_——
KING TO PRESIDENT.

Messages That Passed Between Rulers
of Britain and United States.

Washington, Feb, 9.—The text of the
the telegram of acknowledgment from
King Bdward VII. to President McKin-
ley is as follows:

“ T desire to express my high apprecia-
tion of the respect shown to the memory
of Her late Majesty by your attendance
and that of your cabinet at the memorial
service at Washington. I am deeply
touched by this and other special marks
of sympathy reeeived from the United
States.  (Signed) Edward, R. and L”

President McKinley sent the following
reply: .

“T am gratified by our Majesty’s mes-
sage. The tribute of the American
people to the memory of your illustrions
mother -was general and heart-felt,
(Signed) William MecKinley.”

SRR SIGRY, SRR

ICE LOCKED.

New York, Feb. 9.—New York harhor
was still ice-locked to-day, and all traffic
afloat in the bay and rivers was crippled
by the floes. Not in many years, say
the shipping men, has commerece in the
harbor been so impeded by the ice. Even
the Atlantic liners were detained and
bothered by the,packs, which for days
have hung persistently along the water-
front, everywhere filling up the slips and
causing delay and vexation to thousands
who go down to sea in ferry boats,

First Arrival
From Nome

Passenger by Amur— Reports
Many Stampedes—How He
Joined One.

8taked a Claim in Big Salmon
District—Robberies at
Nome.

The first news from Cape Nome since
that district was sealed from the world
last fall by the ice, reached here yester-
day, when W. V. Ames, a miner who
has been in that far-away distriet for
five years, reached here by the steamer
Amur. He left Nome City about the
end of December, and came up over
the Lower Yukon with a dog team,
breaking the trail along the way. He
reports that the winter in Nome has been
a cold, desolate one, and much suffering
and not a little want has occurred
among those who were not well prepared
for the long siege. The cold, sfinging
breezes from the ocean penetrated the
thin houses, and those living in. tents
suffered great hardships. It was
thought that there would be enough
food, wood and coal to last until the
opening of navigation. The prices for
both food and fuel were, however, very
high, flour selling at $16 per 100-1b. sack,
and everything else in proportion; while
wood—mostly beach wood—brought as
high as $100 and over, in some instances,
per cord, and coal sold at-extortionate
prices.

A number of robberies and petty
crimes had occurred, for there was 2
large crook element at the Arctic camp.
Robbing of caches was a fréquent occur-
rence. ‘The commercial companies had
found it necessary to place armed guayds
on their coal piles, and these were ‘in-
structed to shoot any pilferer. -No de-
tails of the robberies could be given by
the late arrival from the northern dis-
trict, for they were too numerous to keep
in mind. It was decided not to incor-
porate Nome, for fear the tough. element
would get control of the municipal gov-
ernment.

There have been few new discoveries
this winter in and about the Cape Nome
district, said Mr. Ames, and not a great
deal of work has been done. He has
a claim on Anvil creek, where he left
several men at work. °‘This claim has
paid fairly well, and properties on that
creek, Bear creek, Snow gulch and
Snake river have been paying satisfac-
torily. Little has been done since the
summer in the Port Clarence and Kus-
garook districts. More summer work
will be done this year than last, and
much of the heavy machinery, boilers,
ete., which were taken in and dumr_)ed
on the beach last sumhmer were being
hauled out to the creeks for this pur-
pose. .

Towards tne ena of November, soon
after the last steamer left, the River-
side hotel was burned down,-and a large
number of tents and mmz'h property
therein destroyed, but no lives were
lost. This was the only fire of the sea-
son, as far as Mr. Ames could remem-
ber. There were several steamers frozen
in-at Nome, one being the tug Sadie,
another the river steamer Lily C.

Mr. Ames, who distanced several
others who left Nome about the same
time as he did. and broke a trail for
them towards Dawson, had a dog team
of nine dogs, and was without compan-
jons, which made the long journey 2
most lonely one. On the way out he
heard of a number of stampedes to some
reported finds on the Tower Yukon and
on other rivers. At Holy Cross, on the
T.ower Yukon, where the Russian mis-
sion is located, he heard of the rush to
the Kuskokwin district, at the heaq of
the river of that name. The entry into
this district was by the Russian mission,
and there he heard many stories con-
cerning the reported finds. /Mhey were
all conflicting, however, and he could
not say whether good gravel was being
found there. i 2 4

One thing is certain, in his opinion,
and that is that many of those who have
stampeded there will suffer great hard-
ships, and it is thought that deaths will
oceur from starvation and privation be-
cause of the scant equipment of a num-
ber of miners who have rushed to the
reported strikes.

At Cirele City he found a food short-
age existing, and as this was the suppiv
point for the Tanana district, much suf-
fering might result, as there has _been
a stampede to Tanana, The district is
located about 200 miles across the Yukon
flats from Circle. Mr. Ames does not
think much of the gnld-progiucmg quali-
ties of that distriet, he having been told
by an old friend he met at Circle that
many had spent a season In there with-
out having been able to take out enough
for a grub-stake. Nothing had been
heard for some time from the Koyukuk.

Good reports were heard at Forty-Mile
from Jack Wade creek. Gravel had
been found on a claim of that creek In
three feet of pay, which ayeraged 60
cents to the pan. It was in the Big
‘Salmon district, though, that Mr. Ames
not only heard, but saw, the best pros-
pects, He remained at Dawson for a
few days before coming through to the
salt water, and while on the trail, bound
out, he heard of the stampedgs to the
Big Salmon; and although he is a sour-
dough, the fever caught him, and he
inined the stampeders and rushed fo
Bonanza creek, in the Blg Salmon. He
staked a claim on the snow, and though
he will not be able to see it until the
spring, he has reason to believe @hﬂt it
will be a rich oue, for on the claim ad-
joining some miners were at work and
were taking out much gold at no great
denth from the surface. ;

These miners had a coal oil can filled
with gold dnst and nuggets. many of
which were worth at least $50. Gravel
was paying #s high as $1.80 to the pan
on some of the claims being worked by
the stakers. Mr, Ames left for Van-
couver this morning to purchase sunplies
from friends in that eity.  Fe will go
into the Big Silmon district shortlv and
will work the elaim he has staked there,
this soving, leaving his employees to
work his Anvil creek property at Nome.
Which goes to show that he has reason
to balieve that the newly-staked claim in
the Big Salmon distriet will yield better
than his Cape Nome property.

Ames, who has the honor of being the
first man to reach “the outside” from
Cape Nome, went up from Seattle to
Dvea five years ago, going alone in a
‘sloop. He worked on the Upper Yukon
for a time, and then went to Forty-Mile,
afterwards going down to the lower
river and stampeding to Nome when the
finds were first made there. $

“——H )—-—————-— .

Visitor—“What's.. become of old Sam
Bungs-” Longshoreman Billy—“Dead.
glr—died of ‘art disease: a visitor gave
“him a shillin’ very sudden; my ‘an's
werry. strong sir.”’~Tit-Bits.

s

The Popes Of Russia

From Gentleman’s Magazine,

A report was brought to Basil, the
Metropolitan of Moscow, in the year
1340, by merchants of Novgorod, who
asserted that they h.d beheld a glimpse
of Paradise from .the shores of the
White Sea. Whether their vision woare
merely the dazzling reflection of some
surlit iceberg, or only the glow of po-
etic imagination, it so fired the ardor of
the mediaeval prelate that he longed to
set sail for this golden gleam. Iise the
old legend true or jalse, it is certamn
that to this day the northern Mujik
shows en even more marked religions
enthusiasm than his brother of the cen-
tral governments., Fanaticism, mysti-
cism, and fatalism go ever hand in hand
in Northern Russia. The Empire of
the, Tzars being so vast in area and so
emf)racive of races affords space for all
forms of belief, or want of belief, with-
in her boundaries. All creeds are Trepre-
sented, from the pagan Samoyede of the
Tundros to the Mohammedan Tartar of
the Steppes.

The clergy of the Orthodox Russian
church are divided into Black or monks
of St. Basil, and tse White or parish
priects. The latter must be married be-
fore they are ordained, and may not
marry again which has led to the saying
“A priest takes good care of his wife,
for he cannot get another’”) while tke
monasteries, of course, require celibazy.
From the latter the bishops are elected,
so that they—in contradistinction to the
priests—must be single. This system is
much condemned by the lower clergy,
who ask, pertinently, “How can ouar
bishop know the hardship of our lives?
for he is single and well paid, we poor
and married.” The rule, observed else-
where, holds good in Russia, the poor-
er the priest, the larger the family. Few
village priests receiv. any regular sti-
pend, but are allowed a plot of land in
the commune wherein they minister.
This allowance is generally from thirty
to forty dessiatines (80 to 108 acres)
and can only be converted into money,
‘or food products, by the labor of the
parson and his young family upon it—
very literally must they put their hand
to the plow. Priests are paid for spe-
cial services, such as christenings or
weddings, at no fixed tariff, but at a
sliding rate, according to the means »f
the payer, the price Peing arrived at
by means of prolonged bargaining be-
tween the shepherd and his flock.
‘Would-be couples often wait for months
until a sum can be fixed upon with his
reverence for tying the knot; and some-
times, by means of daily haggling, the
amount first asked can be reduced by
one half, for the cost of the ceremony
varies—according to the social status of
the happy pai~—from 10 to 100 roubles.
Funerals, too, are ut times postponed
for most unhealthy periods during this
process. Generally, however, the White
clergy are so miserably poor that they
cannot be blamed for making the best
market they can for their priestly offices
Whether the system or the salary be at
fault it is hard to say, but from what-
ever cause, the fact remains that the
parish clergy of the villages arve not
always all they might be; there are
many ameng them who lead upright
lives and'gain the respect of the parisi-
ioners, but it would be idle to deny
that there are many wWhose thoughts
turn more to vodka than piety, the ka-
bak than the churchh, Such shepherds
have but little in common with the best
elements of their flocks, and much with
the worst, in whose company they are
generally seen.

A painful, but by no means uncom-
mon, incident occurred to the writer :t
Bertznia, a tundra village on the Peza
tributary of the great Mezen river,
within the . Arectic Circle. It was
prazdnik, or holiday, and the peasants
were paying visits to their friends. Jn
the house where the writer sat waiting,
while his three horses fed and rested,
some thirty Mujiks were collected; the
door opened, and in stumbled Batiushka
all priests are addressed as “Little Fa-
ther’—supported by '¢he deacon, who,
to do him justice, was less drunk than
his senior. This latter was a little man
with a receding forehead, long dark
bair matted with dirt, eyes red and
swollen with drink, clothed in a dirty
brown cassock—for the White -clergy
wear any color but that from which
they take their name—a deer-skin cap,
and long felt boots. After talking for
awhile, and drinking more vodka, at
his poor hard-working host’s expense, he
insisted upon prayers; the peasants
tried hard to dissuade him, anxious that
a stranger should not see so disgraceful
an exhibition, but he only cursed them
loudly. His prayers he repeated - me-
chanically while the Mujiks crossed
and bowed themselves devoutly to the
Eikon in the corner. Then he gave the
benediction, raising, not his cross, which
had fallen to the ground, but his vodka
glass, above our heads, No one inter-
fered, it seemed no unusual sight; but
the old yamshtchik, who had driven
and took a fatherly interest in the au-
thor and his work, shook his shaggy
head and murmured “Dourak” (fool).
It was the only word of comment.

By the telling of this incident no ve-
flection is intended on the White clergy
as a class; only, it cannot be unsaid
that there, are some very unattractive
members of that class close to the Polar
Cirele, and in other out-of-the-way parts
of the empire. There the ‘“Pope” as
the parish priest is called, has but little
influence for good or ill over his parish-
ioners, who regard him more as a re-
tailer of certain necessary priestly com-
modities.
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A Suggested Conclusion

(Kathrine H. Brown in the Critic.)

After which, the devil took Selma up-
on a high mountain, and showed her the
great things of earth. And in the depths
below the cliff on which they stood she
beheld curious altars, built of rainbow
vapors and wreathed in faded lilies. And
upon them no fire lay.

And she said, ““Who raised these altars,

some difficulty. He was tired, for Selma
had led him a long chase. “T,o0k down-
ward, for the roof is only cloud, and you
can see within.” :
‘““That is the place for me,” she cried.
“Ah, behold the silvern walls, the floors
of rosy marble!”

‘“They’re rather chilly at times,” yawn-
ed Lucifer.

“Ah, but the air, the freedom, in those
vaulted corridors! The light and splen-
dour of that great couit! How nobly might
I queen it through those royal halls!
Where is .the puny sovereign, that I may
dispossess her?”

Lucifer smiled into his vandyke. “Look
in the hall to the north, where the light
is cold and pure.”

And Selma looked, but she beheld no
queen. A woman, tired and pale and
old, knelt before a vast dark frame, cross-
ed by gleaming strands of many colors.
Bent close above, she wove into it the
threads of love and hope, of passion and
despair; and ever, as she toiled, she lift-
ed her worn face, that her own shadow
might not dull the light of Heaven on
her work. From time to time she cut
a faulty stitch from the great web, and
replaced it yet more slowly, and with
tears.

“And thus has she woven all this cloth
of glory?’ whispered Selma.

“All- That frame was cast when the
world was young. Her life is twined into
that one tiny strand, shaded from rose to
gray.”

“ Then she will not live to see it com-
pleted ?”

“Can you see the end of the frame?”

And Selma looked, but the unfinished
end faded into a gray shadow.

“How can a rational being squander
life wpon such trivial detail?’ groaned
Selma. “One should work for immediate
and sweeping congequences, along new
lines of thought, untrammelled by the
servile yoke of convention. Show me a
field of labour where I may rule accord-
ing to my free-born convictions; where I
may reach a definite and a satisfying
goal; where I may never be alone, like
this poor loyal slave, but may be loved
and honoured all my days.”

Lucifer sighed. ‘“There is one place,”

he answered. And I pointed to a small
object, shaded by a giant tree, afar from
the Palace of Art. As Selma looked, she
saw it was a chair, low and plain and
comfortable. And beside it stood a cradle.
And, as she gazed, the child within put
up his arms and cried to her.
. “There is the path which you covet,”
said Lucifer. He was pale and perspir-
ing freely, for he was testifying against
long-established habits. “There, and
there only, can you find work, the adora-
tion, which you crave; there you will
never know loneliness.”

Selma transfixed him with a scornful
eye. “Yes? And what of my Miseion of
Life?’ said she. ‘Tied in a rocking-
chair, beneath that stultifying shade, how
can I reform and purify society? How
am I to achieve eminence—"

“Go to!” gasped Lucifer.
shrivelling from horn to hoof. “I see at
last your rightful destiny! You were
born to my own kingdom, and I now ab-
dicate in your favor!”

“Won't it be rather warm?”’ queried
Selma, peering into the ruddy depths.
But the red lights and the air of activity
appealed to her. i

“Not for a person of your tempera-
ment,” he answered, bending his pitch-
:t(lrk that she might use it as an alpen-

ock.

He was

BRITISH TRADE.

Is It Advisable to Keen Up the Present
) Free Trade Principle ?

From Montreal Star.

In the year 1840, three years after the
Queen began her reign, the total foreign
trade of the Unmited Kingdom was only
$6562,891,200, as compared with T48;-
346,460 for the year 1900. This is a
most extraordinary increase for sixty
years, and yet the United Kingdom’s per-
centage of the world’s commerce has not
greatly alteréd in that time. It has been
a period of great progress for the whole
world, but the development that has tak-
en place in many countries during the
last sixty years must be very largely
credited to British capital, British en-
terprise and British free trade. Foreign
countries, whether friendly or hostile,
bave been able to borrow British money
to develop their resources, and their pro-
ducts have had free entrance to British
markets, no mattet what measures they
took to exclude British goods. But the
British capital which has been so freely
invested abroad during the last sixty
Years, was to a very great extent accu-
mulated during the long period of protec-
tion when exports largely exceeded im-
ports year after year, In the year 1840
the exports of the United Kingdom were
valued at $301,754,000. and the imports
at 251,137,200, leaving a balance of
$50,616,800 in favor of the United-King-
dom. Soon after the adoption of free
trade imports began to exceed the ex-
ports and the balance of trade has been
steadily against the United Kingdom
ever since. Last year the imports were
valued at $2,815,733,295, and the exports
at .$‘1,932,613,165. In other words, the
British people bought more than they
sold to the extent of $883,110,130. How
was the balance met? Largely by inter-
est on British loans and dividends on
British investments in every country of
the world. 'Then a very large amount of
money was earned by British ships car-
rying foreign products. Thus nearly the
who}e foreign trade of the United States
d.urm_g the.lgist forty years has been car-
ried in British ships, although in recent
years Germam ships have secured a por-
tion of it. The United States Congress
has now under consideration a proposal
to protect American shipping interests
by sul_aeldles, and if Mr. F'ry's Ship Sub-
sidy bill is carried, the British must lose
a great part of their carrying trade.

If at the time the British adopted one-
sided free trade they had simply arrang-
ed for free trade ‘within the Empire,
-keepmg up protection against all foreign
countries, the total volume of British
trade might not be so great as it is at
the r]){xi'eserét btmle, but ihe balance of trade
would not be so much against the Unit-
ed Kingdom. %

Can the British people go on indefinite-
ly buying more than they eell? That will
depend upon vqhet-her their income from
loans.and capital invested abroad con-
tinues to be large enough to meet the bal-
amnce against them in foreign eountries.

There is a good deal of jubilation in

and for what use?’ And Lucifer made
answer: ‘“These be the shrines of thel
Dreamers: those who have adored you.!
not knowing clay from pearl. If you will
deseend upon the pedestal behind one of
them, and maintain a normal position up-
on it, the altar will become of solid stone
and the flames will burn once more. Then|
will the fainting soul before it rise and
live again. Incidentally, you will pos-
sess all that the votary has to give you.”

And she bent her seraph gaze, and saw,
in the hand of each pale worshipper, a
string of iridescent beads, marked con-
tented days, and a vial of incense.

“But will all my worship be known of
all men?”’ she asked.

hy no. They have altars of their
own to tend,” quoth Lucifer.

Selma’s brow wrinkled. ‘“That incense
smells like a hearth fire,” she*protested.
“Really, I couldn’t consider the proposi-
tion. I have weighter concerns. What
is that fair castle to the east, all golden
in the sun?”

“That is the Palace of Art,” he answer.

ed,.leading the way to the next crag with

the Unpited States because the British
government recently placed a war loan
in that country, and it is freely predicted
that New York will soon displace London
as the world’s money centre, but if two
or three more British war loans should
be placed in New York there 'would be
a development of British sentiment in
favor of Imperial Preferential Trade
that might have a surprising effect.

S hly
Inquest Adjourned.—After the jury
had viewed the remains and the scene of
the accident, the coroner’s inquest called
for the purpose of enquiring into the
cause of the death of Benjamin Booth,
killed at the Victoria' Chemical Works
on Friday, was adjourned - yesterday
until Muesday, as the only witness of
the terrible accident, Charles MeCarthy.
has not yet sufficiently recovered *from
the injuries he received to leave his bed.
It is expected that he will be around
again by Tuesday. ﬁThe jury empan-
relled by Coroner Hart is as follows:
. Reid (foreman). James Jameson,
Colin ' 'Cameron, Avrchibald Cameron,
Hamilton Smith and John Welsh,

-you begin with a

Interrupt
Frequently

Foreign Envoys Find Chinese
Too Talkative at the
Meetings.

Emperor Calls Reformers to Re-
turn—Unfortunately Their
Heads Are Gone.

Berlin, Feb. 11.—“To-morrow there
will be held another meeting of foreign
envoys,” says a special despatch from
Pekin, “but without the Chinese pleni.

Dotentiaries, who constantly interrupt
and render any action almost impossible,
Hereafte;r the foreign envoys intend to
eommunicate only in writing, and to de-
signate their ‘decisions as irrevocable.”

Pekin, Feb. 11.—Li Hung Chang paid
a long visit to-day to Sir Ernest Mason
Satow! British minister, and made ex-
%la._natxons regarding the appointment of

hing Ho Hsi to carry messages of con-
dolence to the Court of St. James, on
the death of Queen Victoria. The Chi-
nese plenipotentiaries explained that the
special envoy was equal in rank to any-
one in the empire, with the exception of
royal personages, as a literary chancellop
held the same rank @s a viceroy.

Recent edicts from the court show a
desire to institute immediate reforms.
The Emperor calls for the. return of
those reformers who were active two
years ago. Unfortunately most of them
have been beheaded.

Hongkong, Feb. 11.—One of the gener-
als at Tien-Tsin has asked the authorit-
jes here to prepare sea rations for 30,-
000 troops in April. It is supposed to
g]dlcate a return of the Indian expedi-

on.
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“TAPPING"” FOR TIPS.
English Journal Describes What Is Not
Exclusively an English Institution,

From the London Globe.

The diner in public has long been accus-
tomed, at the close of his meal, to hear the
dulcet voice of his waiter inquiring, with
the respectful solicitude of a servant, a
father, and a nurse combined, whether he
has enjoyed his meal and whether he can
be of any more gervice; and intimating that
pressure of circumstances now compeis him
to relinquish the pleasurg of his society.
At this critical moment a remarkable
thonght transference is intended to take
place. It should be borne in on the mind
of the diner that the waiter has been very
attentive, that he had not actually poisoned
him, that he is a fellow-being, and must
live, in spite of the Frenchman’'s cynicism.
and that he receives nonc of the ‘‘charge
for attendance.” Thereupon a reflex trans-
fer should, and usually does, occur, of
thought embodied in a minted shape. If
the diner is anti-telepathic he does not
receive the impression. He may even be
obdurate to the broad stare of mingled
surprise, contempt, and disgust which fol-
lows the non-success of the experiment.
But if he dines at the same place again he
is likely to receive other impressioms far
more disagreeable. It appears that some
Shakespeare-souled waiter, some Milton in
gravy-bedewed garb, has recently given a
Iccal habitation and a name to this un-
pleasant custom, and his christened it “‘tap-
ping.” The word is most happily chosen.
It has that alliterative relationship to ‘‘tip-
ping’” which kindred poetical ideas should
messess. Now the diner’s heart ean go pit-
g-pat through life, and his pocket tap-a-

D

This telepathic experiment is, of course,
made in many spheres. Our fustian friend
the railway porter is not far behind the
waiter in the art, though he has never ac-
quired the latter’s Parthian arrow. the
highly dignified stare. ‘“There’s your bag
on the rack, sir, and I've labeled the box
and put it in the van,” he says, with a
stress on van, as though he might have put
it in the' engine., “Window up or down.
mum?”’ ‘Would you like a foot-warmer,
miss?”’ Thege are all time-honored taps.
Recently a new one has been added, conse-
qnent upon the determination of the rail-
way companies to pluck the feathers from
ile goose which lays the golden eggs. It is
uttered in a hoarse whisper, sometlmes
sheltered by the palm of the hand, as fol-
lows: “I think your luggage is a good deal
over weight, sir, but I don’t think it worth
while to have it weighed.” This is a most
emphatic tap, and is given not only by por-
ters but by guards. Arrived at your desti-
nation comes the latter's tap. “I've-taken
care of your luggage, sir. A little over
weight, I think?’ This question is pro-
pounded avith an air of doubt, as coming
from a mind on the balance; and it is found
that a light tip will tip it to the right side.
After all this agreeable tap-a-tip it is an-
noying to have a ruthless station master
actually weigh your luggage before your
departure and have to pay the excess all
the same.

The British workman’'s regular tap is, of
course, “Finished the job, Sir!” with the
air of a Wellington after Waterloo, and a
meaning ‘smile. He has also a variety of
clinchers in support thereof. ‘I managed
to get the pipes through without pulling the
side of the house down, Sir. It's a great
saving of expense.” *‘‘You’ll find I've not
made much mess. I bought a pair of slip-
pers a-purpose.” ‘“It’s rather a heavy job
for three men to tackle that heavy grate;
but we don’t mind as long as you're satis-
fied.” *“I lost a quarter of a day over it,
Sir, but I didn’t wish to disturb the family
with knocking. It doesn’t matter.”” An-
other of his favorite taps is, after hibernat-
ing all the afternoon. to wake up vigorously
about 6. and finish the work about half-
past. He then informs you that he has
worked over his time to suit his conven-
ience, but that. again, doesn’'t matter.”
The workman has also at his disposal a
thirsty look, as though he had traversed
the Desert of Sahara with the oases ‘‘off”’;
also an augurlike glance at your pocket,
when other taps fail. He can also linger
on the doorstep for a few last words, with
an expectant face, as if he were waiting for
you to say something which you have not
said yet. He has been known even in ex-
treme cases, to come back to the house
again next day and inquire whether he has
ieft any of his tools there, on the off-chance
that the telepathy has worked into your
svstem by then. -

Our old friend the begging letter writer
has of recent years developed the art con-
siderably. Frequently now he does not ask
directly for money for the law applies a
harsh name to some of his pictured dis-
tresses; he merely taps. He writes to con-
aratulate vou on the birth of a, son. He
‘has prayed on his knees for the infant’s
welfare, and now, though his wife and fam-
ily are bedridden. and there is not a loaf
of bread in the house, he cannot refrain
from expressing his joy. There is the sym-
pathetic lady. who, seelng the death of a
gentleman announced In the ‘Ea eg, feels
impelled to assure his widow! r parti-
cipation In her sorrow, all the keener from
the fact that her own husband is at that
very moment pining to deatlr \for the want
of a dozen of good sound port. There is the
other part¥, who was born in your parish.
and Inquires anxiously whether you can
give him anv news of his brother Bill, who
he is sure would at once send him a ten-
pound note, if he knew he had the infludnza
and the bailiffs in. There is the literary
gentleman who writes that he has pawned
his wardrobe and his Shakespeare in order
to publish his book of poems, and, himself

‘wrapped in a newspaper” he begs you to

accept the accompanying copy of it. A good
many of these tappers, by the bye, now
take a hint from those highly deceptive nar-
agraphs you read In some papers, where
“horrible shipwreck.
and the end by learning whose soap is the
best. Most of the letter is political, artis-
;lc. or literary, and the gentle tap comes
ast.

“Were there any novel features con-
nected  w'th that antomobile collision-’
Reporter—*“No.. Two coacnmen and five

women all hollered ‘whoa!’ **—Puck.
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