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A SUNSHINY VOVAGE.

The R.M.S. Empress of Japan Com-

pletes & Very Delightful Run
From the Orient.

Coal Is Expensive at Hongkong—
Nothing Heard From the
Philippines.

Beautiful weather and pleasant com-
pany made the trip of the R. M. S. Em-
press of Japan from the Orient to quar-
antine, where she arrived last nignt,
one to be remembered by the 122 saloon
passengers who crossed the ocean on her.
Considerable fog was encountered at the
entrance to the straits, but the big
liner came on uninterrupted, reaching
William Head at 5:30 o’clock. Here
she was tended oa by the steamer Wil-
lapa, which returned to Victoria with

the mails and salooam passengers at 11
afterwards making a second trip for the
steerage passengers, of whom all told
there were 364. Forty-four of these
were Chinese for Victoria. When the
Willapa came alongside of the Empreas

' newspapers weré in great demand, all on

board the.big liner being eager to learn
of the progress of the Spanish-American
wor, although few, if any, were able in
return to give any information regarding
the crisis in“the Philippines. !

“At Hongkong,” said Mr. Granville, a
resident of that eity, who with his sister
intends paying Mr. Lobb, of Esquimalt,
a visit, “we have heard nothing what-
ever later than the report first received
coneerning the taking of Manila. One
American warship was coaling at Hong-
kong about the first of May, but it was
in the Chinese guarter of the town amd
therefore she did not come under Brit-
ish regulations. The Chinese portion
of Hongkong has always been a nuis-
ance but he understands that now 1he
territory is about to be taken over by|
the British. As to the revolt at Shasti,’
600 miles up the river at Shanghai, he
believed that a. few British gunboats:
have been sent up the Yantsekiang to
investigate the tmeuble. e

Lord George Fitzgerald, an Irish bar-
on, who has been visiting Japan and
who is returning to Ireland, is another
passenger deeply interested im the war,
but states that nothing of importance
has of late megarding it, especially that
part of it relating to the Philippines,
appeared in the Oriental exchanges.

Perhaps the most notable passenger
aboard was Sir Charles Mitchell, G.C.
M.G., governor of the Straits Settle-
ments with headguarters .at ‘Singapore,
Sir Charles has spent the lagt menth in
Japan and is aow on his way to England
in_continuation of his furlough.

J. G. ElHet, who embarked at Yoko-
hama, has been the subject of columns
of new: articles. He is one of the
firm of Eliot & Fry, renowned photo-
graphers, of London, Eng. ;

ng other passengers were Rev. W,
H. Elton, an Episcopalian minister,
who has spent the last #en years of his
life in Borneo, and who with Mrs. Elton
are on a trip to England; Mr. and Mzss.
Orr-Ewing ‘have lived some time.in the

upper ‘Yangtsekiang, and are now on
they way home to' Glasgows Mre. Ag:
new  Pope, of ; 3
ﬁﬁ- Al “gu ho Thas ‘bé? -
clling e g’ﬂd le journal
and who lu at Victoria; Col.
George, an attache of the British le-
gation in Jaj ; Capt. Gransmore and
Mr. W. H. Grant, Naval Reserve men;

Mr. and Mrs. H. M, Phipson, of Bom-
bay; Miss Anthony and Miss Pownall,
who are touring the world, are amongst
the saloon passengers, sixteen of whom
debarked here.

The Japan brought a full general cargo
and will preceed to Vancouver early this
morning.
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THE PACIFIC CABLE.

Events in the Far East Make the Need for
It Greater Than Ever.

The development of events in the Far
East and the addition of Wei-hai-wel to the
list of British posts .on the Pacific lend spe-
cial interest to the renewal of activity with |
regard to the construction of swifter means
of communication between the scattered
British communities. The Australian prem-
iers in  conference have a that if

two-thirds of the cost of a Pacific eable/
Australia should contribute one-third. In
Canada an influential deputation has wait-
ed on the premier .and laid before him a
roposal that a': Pacific cable. trust should
ge created under .authority of the parlia-
ments d in the , with pow-
er to raise the necessary funds and pro-
ceed to the construction of the cable. In
this try it i d d that as soon
as the Australasian and Canadian colonies
shall agree in manifesting a strong desire
for the construction of the line, any pro-
posal which they may make to that effect
will receive at least favorable considera-
tion. The guestion with which the im-
rial colenial governments are play-
ng_is whether that Pacific cable shall be
in British or in foreign ?anda Japan has
assed through an industrial seeond birth.
ussia is pushing imdustrial emterprise on
the northern Aslatie ceast. Firanceshas not
shrunk from heavy cost to establish a com-
mercial footing on-the south. - Germany-has
made her latest move in the interests, we
are asked. to belleve, of the protection of
her commerce. Thaus, north and south and
east and west, ‘the oeean is surrounded by
rival na M&ogmence o:ntmg
waiting powers § are giv
the lmgmeme commercial field of China is
about to be thrown open.’ Instantly the
waters of the Pacific-are alive.  The mili-
tary and political movements which have
taken place are but the ©f inter-
course. The trunk line of cable once es-
tablished, branch lines can easily be con-
structed to conmect it with important
points. Omne terminus under British pro-
tection in Australasia and anetber in Can-
ada, one branch if. to join the
San Francisce conneection wit! Cglw_all and
anothér to Japan and . the: na . ports
would create a British netwerk of cable
communication whieh ‘would for a fong time
* meet the prineipal commercial
needs of the Pacific. The matter might,
ind: be safely left to the operation of
priyate interest but for the

faet that in the
present somewhat exceptional condition of
affairs, when all ears are turned to the
Far East, time may become a question of
importance.—Hongkong Press.
HO, FOR THE HEN AND COW.
b 5%
- . {Sioux City Journal) *
Sing ho for the South Dakota cow,
Sing hi for the little brown hen;
Such a. couple was never on earth below

To feather the mests of men; )
WfthBthe golden products of. good Queen

No “udder” can compare,
Whilg‘bthte,sno‘wy fruit' of the ecackling
ute””

Brings a solace to ‘every ecare,

Men risk their lives for the shining ore
Déep laid in a frozen clime,

When these faithful servants bring them

more, 3
And peace at'the self-same time;
With pasture in pklenty and bugs galore,
They never lack for feed; < .
TlLelr stock is at par at the grocery store
ror things that ‘the farmers need.
Then tlllxree times three for the bovine
“ghe'
And three for the female fowl!
At the farmer's door which. they feed be-

ore v »
_No wolf has a chance to howl.
No poet's dream ever hatched a theme
More worthy a t’

Great Britain and Canada will contribute i

1 sal belief that for all the pur

CHINA’'S FUTURE.

Plea That She be—l'.eﬂ: Alone by the
Powers—Ready and Willing to
Reform and be Modern.

(Pekin Letter in London Telegraph.)
Conviction possesses the mind of most
persons here that China is passing
through a crisis of her fate, and that the
whole future of the Far East will to an
enormous extent depend upon the out-
come. She stands, like Hamlet, irreso-
lute, but face to face with the question,
“To be or not to be—dismembered.”It is
not an academic problem. Germany
sovereign in Shantung, Russia installed
at Port Arthur—what are these but uc-
tual steps in the breaking up -process?
Great issues may hang upon meost sordid
motives. The three potent European
powers that threaten the dissolution of
the most ancient empire and most. per-
manent social system in the world have
before them nothing better than the
greed of territory and the lust of domin-
ion. Defeated in the honorable competi-
tion of States, afraid of commercial free-
dom, they seek to capture as far as pos-
sible the largest market in the world for
their own exclusive advantage.

One need not be blind to the evils of
Chinese exclusiveness and misgovern-
ment to wish devoutly that these designs
may be foiled. The welfare of Eastern
Asia to a degree hard to exaggerate is
concerned in the trinmph of British pol-
icy at this moment, which is to preserve
China for herself and mankind. It is
not, perhaps, a trifle to consider the sen
timents, wishes and welfare of over 300.-
000,000 of human beings, though it
would be very curious to/ kngw what they
count for in the hnnds%{(zxvgversal con-
scription; but outside ChiXa, in the opin-
ion of those whom I have congulted on
the subject, to the .300,000.000° more in
India, Burmah, Siam, Thibet, Tonkin,
Japan and the whole Eastern Archipel-
ago, the solution of the problem will be
of momentous import

The persons referred to are diplomats,
public men, bankers, merchants, traders
living here, and familiar with the East,
and of these very few believe that the
break up of China will be of benefit to
the world. One does not meet a small
minority who hold that view. Their rea-
son generally is that any government
would be better than the present. In its
unamended form it is difficult to say a
good word for the existing regime. Then,
again, in their judgment, reforms will be
altogether too'slow if. China is left to
herself to effect them; she needs some
masterful power to compel advancement
—that fiction of all ages, the benevoient
and omniscient despot.

It may be confessed that the autoorat
will find no folk tractable than the do-
cile race that had the pig-tail forced up-
on it as a .badge of servitude and slings
to it as a mark of honor. I think so
highly of my country’s power of govern-
ment that I have no doubt a cycle of
Cathays under her rule of liberty, jus-
tice and self-government would recreate
‘China; but this is out of the question, and
Britain’s rivals seek different ends. Fur-
ther, it is held that without continnons
outside pressure China will never develop
her resources, which are probably among
the richest in the world. The silly pride
which has convinced this people that chey
are superior to all the rest of the human
race, that strange jealousy which has
barred our foreigners, and that fossil
Toryism that has made the country a
Dead Sea of humanity are not extinet.

No. one ‘denies that external pressure

d. - -The guestion is, whether the

d‘Eng
in allotments’ over the country will not
bring with them evils vastly greater than
any they cure. Lastly, I often encountsr
the assertion that China’s promises of
reform: are not to be trusted. It is quite
true that she has given duplicity and eva-
sion a free rein. Does Russia keep her
engagements?, Is Batoum a commerecial
emporium unfortified, agreeably to the
most solemn treaty engagements, or does
it bristle with battlements and = guns?

gave to Denmark in. 1864 be fulfilled
-and the Danish portion of Sleswig be re-
stored to its people? Just when Den-
mark itself has been swallowed up.

The merchants here have confidence,
I must admit, that if Germany promises
equality :of commercial privileges, in the
existing state of things the word will be
kept; but of Russia there is nearly uni-
versal distrust. I was told, this very
day: “Yes, Port Arthur will be open,
but the country beyond will be closed by
some means or other. Russia will not
hold Manchuria for other people’s bene-
t.” As one hears 'a good deal about
China’s non-observance of treaties and a
good deal that is true, how has Germany
kept her one treaty with China? It was
made at Tientsin, Sept. 2, 1861, and con-
firmed and amended on March 31, 1880.
Article XXXVIII. of that ' instrument
provides that

“Any subject of His Majesty the Em-
peror of ina having committed a
crime against a subject of one of the con-
tracting German States shall be appre-
hended by the Chinese authorities snd
punished according to the laws of
China.”

Was this clause regarded when Kiao-
Chau was seized? Or has there been an
emendation to.the effect that “if at the
said time Germany wanted a c¢oaling sta-
tion, or a railway monopoly, she need
not wait for the Chinese authorities to
take action, but appropriate such rt
of China as may be most convenient?’

On the other side, I find a remarkable
singleness of view among those who
know China best, the feeling uppermost
being that this ﬁmpire presents a mar-
vellously homogenequs people, wholly di-
verse from any part in the West, and
that in such a nationality even slow re-
forms, in harmony with the natural de-
velopment of the race, are better than
such as may be forced by alien rule. The
unity of China is one of the wonders of
the world. She has blended races, con-
quered her -conquerors, assimilated lan-
guages, amalgamated  antagonistic phil-
osophers and religions, and for four thous-
and years at least maintained an un-
broken historic continuity. On thga unity
she has built a social system unlike any
other, and yet seems to' be the same
within the tropics at Canton or amid
the Siberian rigors at Pekin. Twenty-
five degrees of latitude seem to make no
difference.

Is this unity to be broken to enable
Britain and America to sell more sheet-
ings, the Czar to recruit bigger armies,
the Fatherland to transplant its milita-
rism, and France its cafe chantants?
We are dealing,:net with barbarism, but
with an ancient though backward civili-
zation. People even doubt whether Rus-
sia has any higher civilization to bring.
Better or worse, these people want noth-
ing of us but our exit, and they have a
right to ask to be let as far as possible
alone. Commerce and the .opening up
of the country are the pretexts put for-
ward- for breaking up this empire; but
I find among commercial men a um\'e:;
es 0
trade, and for all those countries that
do not share in the plunder, a united
will be better than a partitioned Ghinn'.

A fellow passenger with me recent'y
was a member of the American diplo-
matic service, who has just visited Co-
lombo, Bingapore and Hongkong, and
was deliggf with these busy c‘eut:ﬂes-
“l am now longing,” said he, “to see

s pen
Than the kindly queen of the prairfe green

And the busy, cackling hen

Saigon and Haiphong, and observe the

When will the pledge which Germany.

results of the French system as c¢om-
pared with the English. I expect there
is no comparison.” Since 18G2 this
boasted Indo-Chinese empire of the
French has been growing, and we can
see how they have promoted comme:ce.
Saigon was for a short while a free
port and prosperous, but that regime was
stopped, and now heavy duties for all
commodities not French are levied. For
example, yarn pays $17 a bale from
Bombay, $36 a bale if from England;
while calico, the wear of the natives,
13 mulet $1.10 per piece. A case of
matches worth $17 in Hongkong :vill
cost you $43 in Tonkin. Worse than all
thls,'from the wretched, struggling, An-
namites a crushing capitation fee is ex-
torted, and even the betelnut trees are
taxed 50 cents per annum (1s. each, at
present rates), a laborer’s pay for two or
three days. The mandarins fleece the
people as much as ever, and, n addition
comes the oppressive load of French
taxation. This is what the southern
Chinaman and foreign traders may’ ex-
pect if ever the governming faculty of
France is applied to the commerde of ths:
empire. For never let it be forgotten
that any pledges secured by Eugland for
equal rights only hold under existing
conditions, and cease at once wheu the
European powers have divided the es-
tate between them, At present the Am-
ericans send to North China large quan-
tities. of sheetings and flour; the iscomo-
tives and carriages on the new rail-
ways seem to be theirs.

You will -note that it is at the very
moment when China is entering on the
era of railway deveiopment that the
Western powers are so anxious to tzke
care of her. Hence that infamous ex-
action of Germany that she alone shall
made the railways in Shantung. Onr
American friends can tell exactly how
many of théir engines, cars, and steel
rails the Deutschers will want., Pray
explain, somebody, to a bewildered world
what the slaying of two German mis-
sionaries has to do with the exclusion
of American-rails and machinery from a
Chinese province! Japan is a neutral
customer of China, and one of the best,
Her industrial development is as mar-
vellous  as the inteJlectual and political.
The rising empire knows what to exz-
pect for the treatment of the products
,of her looms and her fields when the
champion monopolists get to work. In
brief, there will be only one section of
the country open to all nations, that con-
trolled by Britain. .

Not long ago, in a warm discussion
here, one of the members of our lega-
tion was making the members of the
Kaiser’s staff wince by contrasting their
selfish with our generous policy, and he
claimed the argument by saying: “I chal-
lenge you to name a port, not only in
China but throughout the world, where
the Union Jack flies, at which you are
not as well treated as our own people.”
Nobody picked up the gauntlet, but a
merchant of the Fatherland remarked,
“Well, at Hongkong, I confess I have
every advantage of a British subject,
only I am not summoned to serve on
juries.” In other words he was better
off than the Britains by escaping an
unwelcome liability.

‘What are the results of this liberali-
ty? Why, that Hongkong and Singa-
pore count among the wonders of the
world. The trade of Hongkong is worth
over $100,000,000 per annum. I believe
that this amount exceedsthe sum total
of the commerce of the French cc_»lomgs,
Algeria inecluded. The population in-
creasedin the last ten years 40 per cent.
and it is the most contented in China,
It is the same thing in Singapore and
right through ‘the Malay peninsula.

There - the ' Bocial
striking. ‘The Chinese grow rich, there

| being no mandarin to squeeze, they take

4 leading part in the municipal and so-
cial work, have begun to educate their
daughters, adjure the stupidities of ban-
daged feet and ancestor worship, and
even cut off the pigtail or cue. an-
other generation you will hear of the
Chinese waltz and the Malay cotillion.
Observe, too, that England has used no
force to produce all this; ghe has merely
provided the eonditions—liberty, justice
and security. Colombo, Hongkong and
Shanghai are object lessons for all man-
kind to show what these conditions
mean.  Tonkin is also an object sesson.

“Perhaps the worst econsequence of all,
if ever China be split up among Euro-
pean powers, is that she would be in-
volved in European wars. Let the' dis-
memberment begun “at’ Kiao-Chau, con-
tinued at Port. Arthur and Talien-Wan,
and projected forward in the French de-
‘mand for supremacy in South China, go
on, then this Empire inevitably becomes
the battle-ground of European rivalries.
It will be the story of India and _ihe
North American contirent, before Eng-
land established her domination over
again. Te suppose that the exponents
of militarism would agree to’ neutralize
China is to concede more common seuse
than is ever witnessed in international
affairs.- If, during the past century, this
land had been the appanage of Europe,
she would up to 1815 have shared our
struggles with France, and in the middle
of the period would have been a bufer
between Russia and the Allies, and, in
1 1870, between France and Germany.
No Empire, ancient or modern, ever €n-
joyed such long epochs of peace as China.
She has hardly attempted annexations
except in the case of Japan. She sent
two expeditions to subjugate the island
realm, and both shared the fate of a fa-
mous Armada in the West. The first was
in the third century; #he second was de-
spatched by the great Kublai Khan, the
Mongol conqueror, and is said to have
consisted of. 100,000 men. = Not a soul of
either of these forces ever returned to tell
the tale; and Jat%gn made the Celestials

y dearly for their temerity by ravag-
ng their coasts, Otherwise, China has
lived ‘mostly at peace with her neigh-
bors. Once let the huge military powers
get a footing here, and we shall see them
raising armies-and fleets to a large ¢x-
tent at the cost of the unhappy victims
of their tyranny—I mean, of course, the
happy subjects of their benevolent sway.
The British fleet in these waters must be
augmented; so must the French, the Rus-
sian and the German. Japan cannot
stand indifferently aside. Her arma-
ments must be kept at a high standard,
no matter how much it may impoverish
the nation. French forces in Tonkin and
Cambodia must be increased; perhaps
even the army in India and our gar-
risons in Burmah must be strengthened.
Promotion of commerce! Sheer hypo-
crisy. Promotion of militarism is what
we are to find. What France has' done
we see in Tonkin; and Russia knows &s
much about advancing trade as an ele-
phant does about making a watch. It
is not a small matter to reflect that if
England should fail in her attempt to
preserve the integrity of the Chinese Em-
pire, one-third of the human family will
be .exposed to perils of war that they
have not known before. The English
minister is reported to have warned the
Chinese that the possession of Port Ar-
thur by Russia would change the balance
of power in the East. It does so, of
course; and, beyond that, introduces
every element calculated to make that
balance more and more unstable,

In all that precedes it is assumed that
China can and will ‘reform. I find this
to be the opinion of the men who have
known China longest and best. Sir Rob-
ert Hart, who has spent forty-four out
of his total of sixty-three years in this
country, has no doubt of it. Dr. Martin,
who was thirty years in the imperial ser-

vice, head of the Tungwen College, and
one of the foremost writers on Chinese

' paiace the- white hussars are on guard.

fruits are: not less

e ——

literature and philosophy, is equally con-
fident. Qutside pressure will do- her
good, but the country needs peace. The
Chinese are themselves aware that they
stand on the edge of a precipice. They
are almost paralyzed by fear of Russia,
and require external guidance. China
wants a leader, and the Chinese system
does not favor the coming of the strong
man in the hour of supreme need. Lit-
erati are very good in their place, but
that ‘is not the first place in a storm.
One cannot recall a mere grammarian
or lettered pendant who ever .led a na-
tional defense or headed a rebellion.

War on China’s account at this mo-
ment would be worse than useless. The
Pekin government must be made to feel
that they have to work out their own
salvation. A few days ago I conversed
through an interpreter with one of the
most eminent members of the Tsung-li-
Yamen, or foreign office. To the mind of
this highly influential personage the sim-
ple truth that his country is suffering
from her own faults had utterly failed to
penetrate. On the contrary, it was all
England’s blame. © “Why,” he asked,
“has not Great Britain, which is all pow-
erful at sea, forbidden Russia to make
these demands? Why do you not tell
Russia she shall not have Port Arthur?
She cannot send troops any munitions of
war if you forbid it, for they must come
by sea.” I must confess that the Chi-
nese statesman had such faith in the
omnipotence of the mistress of the seas
that war was really out of his purview.
But this is not the way to save Cl_una-——
at the expense of the British Empire.

Our .policy is clear. It is first to pro-
mote a national army, commanded large-
ly by Western officers, in place of th.e
sham provincial militias. Secondly, it is
to insist upon well-known internal re-
forms, especially the mitigation of the
squeeze. Thirdly, it is to promote o
China-Japanese alliance, toward which
things seem to be tending. With a well-
drilled, officered and paid body of a quar-
ter of a million troops—and twice that
number could be easily raised—a navy
under English command, and the aid of
Japan, China may recover all she has
lost.  The powers now spoiling her’ are
only availing themselves of her hour of
weakness. What strikes everybody
here is the cowardice of this proceeding.
We are wondering if it can be true that
the bird of prey, which figures on their
national emblems is to be changed from
the eagle to the vulture. Most appro-
priate would it be if so, for, after all,
there is something tradtionally honorable
about the eagle, and heaven knows noth-
ing honorable has yet been found in the
German and Russian spoliation.

MADRID IN WAR TIME.

A Glimpse of the City, the Crowd and the
Palace.

(Pierre Loti in Figaro.)

Three o’clock in the afternoon. As' the
evening approaches, the streets of Madrid
grow more and more animated, fillled with
a crowd gay and vivacious.

Before the palace, in the avenues, officers
and soldiers ride about in uniforms of
charming elegance; white hussars; blue
hussars, red hussars. At the old historic

On the staircases, in the courts, pace
up and down the halberdiers, strik-
ing with their weapons the carpet or the
sounding stone, when somg¢ prince or dig-
nitary passes before them. And see, down
there, traversing the inner . galleries and
announced.by the respectful salute of the
halberdiers, a yery noble woman, with a
beautitul tace "and white hair, with the
bearing of a queen—her 1mperial highness
the Archduchess Isabel, mother of her'ma-
jesty, the Queen Regent.

Oun the opposite side, the royal windows

overlook the country—a country which as- i

tonishes because there, so near the city, it
has - alveady- the aspect of a desert; no
houses; apparently no roads; woods, under-
brush, a vast half savage extent, which
ends at the far-off mountains and througu
which winds the melancholy Mancanares.

Such a view, seen between curtains of
brocade, the colors of which age has de-
liciously subdued, gives to the sumptuous
solitary apartments something more of
melancholy and of grandeur. A ole past
of magnificence and of glory secms to sieep
in those dusky salons which succeed ‘one
another in an Interminable vista, diversi-
fied at this point or that by the fantasy of
the artists of other days, so that one finds
in walking through them a serfes of sur-

prises. The lofty casings of thé doors are Ch

all made of agates or of rare marbles,
whose colors strangely veined harmonize
with the brocaded tapestries of the walls.

There is the salon of Charles i1 . ..
in soft blue, starred with silvér. Other
salons, hung with exquisite old satins, are
of a dying rose, with the Dblazonrieg of
Louis XV. or of an inimitable old rose
embroidered in gold, with an exuberant
Renaissance ornamentation; or else of a
green bizarrely mixeéd with saffron yellow,
or again of royal blue, emblazoned with
brilliant yellow, with furniture of which
the magnificent stiffness dates from the
KEmpire. A certain grand salon, with a
ceiling all in flowers and scrolls of falence,
has mural panels in pearl gray satin, em-
broidered above and below with garlands
rose-colored or white, which must have
consumed the lives of a legion of tient
workwomen.- And one feels that all these

recious thlngs. respected by human revo-
Putions. have dwelt here immobile during
years and centuries. . The ghosts of the
monarchs lying in the mscurial would find
here again, intact and only a little ‘faded,
the splendors which they knew.

The throne room, the most immense and
most superb of all, hung entirely with
ancient cramo!e%y velvet, embroidered = in
gold, is peopl the length of its walls
by great black statues holding in their
hands fold emblems, and standing out in
strangely agitated s from the brilliance
of the red pedestals. Four liens in bronze
guard the steps of the throne of Spain,
where -on solemn occasions is seated, also
in _the rb of ancient days, that queen
and admirdble mother whom Burope at this
moment seem to wish to abandon in the
face of an unlooked-for peril, of revolting
aggressions,

This-evening the approaches to the
alace are comparatively tranquil and si-
P’nt. But, as more than anywhere else
happens in- Madrid, the crowd swells from
moment to moment, invades the streets and
the promenades, like a sea, mounting at
the appreach of dusk. One divines agita-
tion, perhaps anxjety, in the attitnde of
certain groups which are stationed before
the places where the telegraph brings news.
But the whole people is determined and
full of confidence” in its good cause; the
whole people shows a beautiful and joyous
courage. The old Latin gayety which is
common to the Spaniards and the French,
covers out of sight those disquietudes so
bravely dissembled. One hears music, gui-
tars, (song .and, . laughter. . And. the noise,
which one takes for the noise of a fete, in-
creases ever as the night falls. - °

LILLEY-ELFORD.

An Early Morning Wedding Yesterday
at the Residence of Mr. J. P,
Elford.

The residence of J. P. Elford, Esq.,
contractor, 30 Cadboro Bay road, was
the scene of one of the prettiest June
weddings early yesterday morning, when

Mr.  George. Walter Lilley and - Mary'

Essie Elford were united in the happy
bonds of wedlock by the Rev. J. C.
Speer, of this city. The bride was at-
tended by her sister, Miss Lillian dlford,
and was given away by her father, while
Mr. H. A.-Lilley, brother of the groom,
acted as best man. After the ceremony
the newly married couple sat down to
breakfast with their relations and friends
and a very happy time followed. At 11
o’clock, amid a shower of rice, old shoes
and good wishes the young couple start-
ed for their future home, “The Ferner-
ies,” Westholm, B.C., making the jour-
ney by read, being accompanied as fas as
Goldstream by several of their more
enthusiastic well-wishing relatives and
friends. There was a large number of
gresents, among which was a horse and
uggy, the means of conveyance used
by r. and Mrs. Geo. W. Lilley on
their homeward journey.

NEWS OF THE CAPITAL

Proposal for Facililating Plebis-
cite in Case Franchise Bill
F_ails to Pass.

Mr. Sifton’s Big Overdraft Dis-
cussed and Further Informa-
tion Ordered.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

Ottawa, June 7—Sir Mackenzie Bowell
announced in the senate to-day that un-
til the lower house decides what it is
going to do about.the amendment made
to the franchise bill by the senate the
third reading of the plebiscite bill will
be postponed. If the Commons refuses
to pass the franchise bill as amended
he would, on the third reading of the
plebiscite bill, propose an amendment
that the vote on the plebiscite be taken
upon the provincial lists without refer-
ence to the franchise bill. The bill was
passed through committee without am-
endment. - :

The eruelties and-ill-treatment to ‘which
the workmen on the Crow’s Nest Pass
railway are subject led to an animated
discussion in the Commons to-day. Mr.
Ross Robertson was very bitter against
the Canadian Pacific for their “policy of
plunder.” He wanted to see the direc-
tors brought to the bar of parliament.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier promised that the
government would go into the matter
after the session. If the deputy minister
of justice had been derelict in his duty
the government would call him to ac-
count. No official of the government
could escape responsibility.

It transpired to-day that Mr. Sifton
exceeded the immigration appropriation
this year by $69,000. He was not suec-
cessful in getting the item through, but
-ordered to produce full information.

The arrangement with Damr Rose for
the publication of Ogilvie’s Yuken guide

k ‘was severely criticized by the op-
position. Mr. Robertson said the book
only cost the publisher thirteen cents.

Reports from England state that Mr.
Peterson has absolutely failed to raise
the necessary capital for the fast line.
Mr. Davin queried Sir Wilfrid Laurier
about the matter to-night, but he said
the government had no information.

The government proposes to allow the
members fifteen days’ absence for the
session.

A communication has been received
from the home government regarding the
deportation of Senor Carranza from Can-
ada, but Premier Laurier declines to
give any information. It is expected
drastic measures will be taken against

the Spaniard shortly. P
ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE.

An Ambitious Scheme Placed Before
the Joiners of the Empire.

London, June 7.—The Chronicle prints
a preliminary list of members of an An-
glo-American committee,” the declared
object of which is to promote better re-
lations between Great Britain and the
United States. The committee does not
aim at a treaty or other bond of alliance;
t aspires only, in the words of the
Right Hon, Jas. Bryce, to “a constant
cordia{ co-operation.” It execludes from
its sphere of operations anything directly
concerning the present war and does not
intend to make any kind of public demon-
stration. The idea of the promoters is
to enroll 10,000 representative men and
women in Great Britain. More than a
hundred have already signified their in-
tention to join the committee, including
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Archbishop of York, the Duke of Fife,
the Earl of Jersey, Earl Grey, the
Bishops of London, Durham, Winchester,
ester, Hereford, Liverpool, Manches-
ter, Worcester, Ripon and = Peterboro;
Viscount Peel, Lords Brassey, Farrer,
Lister, Welby and Charles = Beresford,
and Commoners Asquith, Bryce, Mow-
bray, Northcote, H. M. Stanley, Sir
Frederick Pollock, Dr. Broadbent, ince
of Wales’ physician; Lewis Morris, Sir
Walter Besant, Ian MacLaren, An_til_ony
Hope, Conan Doyle, Rudyard Klp‘u}g,
and a number of leading non-conformist
clergymen.

MR. KIPLING ON THE BOERS.

Their Independence.
{London Mail.)

By virtue of his recent visit to South
Africa Rudyard Kipling was the honored
guest of the. Anglo-African Writers’
Club, at their dinner. Rider Haggard,
| who presided, introduced his brother
novelist in a speech of graceful and can-
did praise. He said that such men, as
Kipling are the watchmen of the Em-
pire. %t we are plunged into war, then
it is that we shall see the advantage of
Kipling; then will our Kiplings give us
backbone, and excite. the patriotism of
the nation. “He has communed with
the very spirit of our race; in future h‘is
name will be one of the few inscribed in
livinx’ letters on the books of his genera-
tion.”

Mr. Kipling, who is a modest man, hur-
ried through a few words of acknowledg-
ment and depreciation, and then plung-
ed into the heart of his speech, . It was
all about South Africa, and the prob-
lems which offered there.. He went with
open eyes, and he gave his hearers, as
men who know more about it than he
does, the result of his observations and
the effect of his views.

“It seems to me,” he said, “that of all
the strong men who are building up our
Empire, there -are none who need our
help and’ sympathy and understanding
moré than the men who are carrying eut

my thoughts ag the disconnected maun-
derings of a casunal traveller—but- here
they are. It seems to me that those men
have to deal with a very large amount of
primitive and agricultural simplicicy,
which simplicity objects to all things
which we understand as the elementary
rudiments of civilization.

“It objected to the simplest precau-
tions against the spread of disease among

sheep. That was iniquitous. It object-
ed emphatically to all measures
for the suppression of  -rinder-
pest. That was wicked. It objected

more or less to everything which would
develop the country—to railways, and to
roads (!) of all kinds. That was——"
‘What it was posterity will never know.
The meeting attached a capital “R” to
the ‘“roads,” and an entirely different
spelling, and burst into a shout of laugh:
ter. Mr. Kipling’s' moralization was
drowned. A
“It objected also,” Mr. Kipling oon
tinued, ¥to little things like compulsory
education and compulsory inoculation,
and it founded a political party to give
effect to its views. That party I found
to be the most redl, lively and aggressive
thing in our Africa as I saw it. I saw
nothing more pathetic than the pro-
gramme of progress laid down, unless it
| was the how! of protest with which that
very modest programme was greeted.
There, it seemed to me, was the difficulty

His Quaint View of Why They Want|

‘our work in our Africa, You must take|

T

“Behind that State was another, and
in it was a _city armed to the teeth, a
city divorced from all considerations of
business, a city rotten through and
through, with every old, worn-out effere
hotion of Continen:al policy and Conti-
nental'hush-money, and the like—hope-
lessly inept and crippled, except for the
efforts of energetic men in its midst. We
created that State. We are responsible
for it. We made it; we financed it; we
supplied it with men.

“I have never seen white men squash-
ed before, but I saw them there. Boers
were riding through the streets, armed
to ths; teeth. It was a peculiarly sicken-
ing sight. _There sticks in my memory
one du;ner in Johannesburg, given to me-
by white men who daren’t speak their
minds because they were spied out. I
was chucked back into the methods of'
300. years ago, to see how I liked it—and
I didn’t.”

Mr. Kipling went on to explain that
when one has been Lord God Almighty
over ten square miles of earth, it is not
pleasant to be bustled by white men,
g}l}lgt’sny,d“W'hatl;s on your farm, and

S underneath it, and i
take for it?” ’ Fhatul 2o

“Upon my word,” said he, “you can-
not blame them for hating the white
man. The land belongs to them. But
unfertunately no man and no race can
keep a land he cannot develop. Sooner
or later the energetic man comes and
offers A mortgage. Presently the mort-
gage is foreclosed; and then the first
owner calls heaven and earth to witness:
that his successor is a liar, and a swin-
dler, ang a thief. So we must be care-
ful. We are the elder brother among
the nations. We cannot afford to do the-
thlr_xgs that others do. If we are im-
patient, hot-headed, and whack people-
on the head, there is a sort of feeling in
the world tfmt, being the elder brother,.
it is very wicked of us.

“It seems to me that it is our daty to*
be mﬁmtely_ patient, because the game-
we are playing is a winning game. The
more energetic race is coming down
chock-a-block  on the weaker. The
weaker race is being turned under, and
that is never a pleasant operation: for-
those who are turned. Our business, it
seems to me. is to teach them, by ex-
ample and by precept, how to develop-
the country. It is no use getting angry..
Our people have to live with theny. The
colonials and the Dutch are married:
and intermarried until you can hardly
tell where one leaves off and the other
begms: There is a dream of a Dutah
republic, and it seems to me that there
18 room enough in the land for both—
always under the ideals of the white..
There 18 no romance about it. It is a
plain busx_qesg of ‘sit down and work’ "—
nd Mr. Kipling suggested more railways
and more towns as a means of putting
life into the sterile land.

Speaking again of the Transvaal, he
said we had let the thing g0 on much
too long. “They consider themselves our
masters and our bosses; that is what
they be}neve in the Transvaal to this
day. We have allowed them to put back
the clock throughout the whole of South
Africa, and make a festering sore, whose
influence for evil, if the sore were wip-
ed out to-morrow, would last for ten
years. It would not be desirable, I
think, to claim our rights by force. But
when I was there it seemed to me that,
misled bg various offers of Continental
help, it was just possible that they might
rise and cause trouble. Then, gentle-
men, would be the time to clean the
whole thing out.

“We cannot do it now. It is not fair
We are the elder brother. But sooner
or later, if they are unwise enough to
take encouragement from some nti-
nental shindy—then will be the time to.

/8coop them out.”

And Mr. . Kipling concluded with a
characteristic hope to heaven that he
had done no mischief by his speech, and
another salute for the cheering.

—
THE GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS.

The splendid array of newspapers in the
& conty il g Dot B S “”%""“”“ i
'Proo: 2 e ple gre well

satisfled with Mr. Turner's gg?nlnlntraﬁon,_
and ‘that they would much rather have its
repetition than to place inexperienced and
incompetent men at the head of govern-
mental affairs Not only are the papers:
supporti nithe government In the majority
but they have alwa{)s been considered the
best and most reliable papers in the pro-
vince. They- have always been feremost
in advocating the introduction and estab-
lishment of enterprises in British Colum-
bia which would prove of the atest con-
cern and importance to her citizens. The
industries of the country have been foster-
ed and promoted . through their efforts.
They have been the meang time and again
of defeating unwise legislation by int-
ing out. its; weaknesses. Not a Jlegislative-
act has ever become a law without first
having been thoroughly examined and erit-
icised by these newspapers, and as a result
of their criticisms bills have.been revised’
and the statutes are almost ‘wholly free of~
lmperfections. They have always made it
their aim and. purpose to work for the in-
terest of the province, and that licy they
are still pursuing when they advocate the -
re-election of the Turner overnment, con-
fidently and sincerely bel eving that their-
retention in power is for the best of all con-
cerned. The government members have-
snown ability, statesmanship, and that-
they have the interests of t couniry at
heart. If the opposition members 8ess”
any of these qualities they as yet have
failed to show it. Even if they were fully
as comPetent as the government members,
it would slmplg mean an undoing of all
that has been done by the present govern-
ment. The ogroslt}on would be in duty
ggu{:l:le to do 8 in order to be consistent,

e ——
SUMMER SEASON.

Broadway Stock Company fo Open in
Populat Plays Next Week,

John Williams, an old friend of Vie-
toria theatre goers, is in the city in ad-
vance of the Bronuiw:} Stock Company..
,fgme ten ykearq ago r.u;Vleilliiams ‘man-

& stock company in this city, giving-
‘e !?: t for the sufferers by'hieq col-
liery ‘ex lomog at Nanaimo. Sinece then:
he in the advanece ‘of Charles:
Frohman’s companies,
Great, and Santanelli,
& t_Hlls{ lézest attrac'tiﬂn,
oc! mpany, will open a season at
A.O.U.W. hall on Tuesday evening. .
Georgie Woodthorpe, the Canadian act--
ress, is at the head of the company, and’
is supported by fourteen artists.”  The-
reportoire includes “Trilby,” “In “Miz-
zoura,” “The Burglar,” “Lord Fauntle-
roy,” “Dad’s Girl,” “Uncle Daniel,” “En-
sign,”. “The Country Girl,” “Charity
Ball” and “Fisherman’s Daughter.” A
number of specialties are introduced at
each i;])erformance. Popular prices will:
prevail,

it SR

At Ottawg. yesterday Mr. H. A. Jacob, .
formerly private secretary to Hom. Ed-
gar Dewdney, and now with the R. P.
Rithet Company, Limited, was married"
by Re\g. Dr. Herridge to Miss Josephine
Macbain, daughter of Mrs. Macbain, of -
Ottawa, and niece of Lieut.-Col. John-
MacPherson; formerly director of stores.
A large number of guests attended and
the numerous and handsome presents re-
ceived testified to the esteem in which"
the couple are held. Mr. and” Mrs.
Jaceb left last night for Niagara Fails,
from where they will proceed to Po:t-
Arthur by water, thenee- to.. Victoria,.

Herrmann the-
the hypnotist.
the Broadway-

on the very threshold of a new land.

their future home.




