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bers ot the Women's Franchise 
League were planning and organizing 
the campaign which was to secure 
for them the Parliamentary vote. I 
do not think any of us were unduly 
optimistic about our success. We 
had gone through it all before, and 
we knew by sad experience what the 
promises of politicians were worth. 
But our dealings with the Prime Min­
ister had impressed us with a firm 
belief in his good faith, which after- 
events more/ than substantiated. He 
performed more than he had promised 
and it is to this vision, his far-sight­
edness, and his sense ot justice, that 
the women of Newfoundland are no 
longer classed with criminals, idiots, 
and other undersirable persons. Mr. 
Monroe has put through pome excel­
lent legislation during his administra­
tion, but nothing, I think, of such 
far-reaching consequence, as this ex­
tension of the franchise to women. I 
believe he will be remembered by 
posterity as. the man who gave wo­
men the vote! And I hope he will 
always be proud of it!

But the mere possession of the vote 
is worthless it we do not use it to 
good effect. We are now duly accredit­
ed citizens to make our citizenship 
effective. The vote is a great1 
educator. It should help us to gain a 
wider understanding of public affairs, 
and a broader outlook for our home 
life. Our place in national affairs will 
continue, chiefly,, to be the care of 
home, husband, and children, but as 
all legislation has some bearing direct 
or indirect, on home life, our connec­
tion with the work of Government is 
evident. We are deeply concerned in 
good housing, in sanitation, road mak­
ing, pure food laws, education, public 
health, and such matters. We have 
the same stake in good government 
as men have; it touches us and our 
families at every point, and we should 
put all our common sense and know­
ledge and energy into seeing that the 
Government gives us good laws, and 
enforces them. Women’s public work 
has always been characterized by the 
spirit of service, and we must not 
fail now in our political obligations. 
In other countries where women are 
enfranchised, one frequently hears 
that they are apathetic about their 
votes. That many of ttifem do not use 
it. I hope that will never be said of 
us here in Newfoundland.
Women are singularly selfless in 
their public work. I do not think a 
group of women ever gathered togeth-, 
er to exploit or advance themselves 
but always to help on some cause, 
or to minister to theocommunity.

Our chief speaker this evening is 
Mr. Paton. Some of us have the 
pleasure of knowing him personally, 
but all of us are familiar with his 
fine attainments, and his brilliant in­
tellectual quality, and we realize how 
fortunate we are in having him with 
us this evening. We hope to learn 
from him how we may make the best 
use of this new' weapon, this lever, 
which has been put into our hand. 
Paton’s first public pronouncement 
should be on this subject, which is of 
such great- personal interest to us.

MR. PATON’S ADDRESS^
/

Having expressed his appreciation 
of the welcome extended to him by 
Mrs. Gosling and Mrs. Hutton, Mr. 
Paton said that progress depended 
upon the co-operation of all, and the 
assumption that either sex was su­
perior to the other meant that mat­
ters remained at a standstill. Each 
had their distinctive ..contributions 
to give to the life of all, and it was 
only by working in this way that the 
old world could be pushed along. 
Dealing with the growth of the idea of 
extending the franchise to women, the 
lecturer spoke of the effect produced 
by1 John Stewart Mill whose logical 
arguments as to their rights in this 
respect could not be refuted, but so 
tardy were the people of Britain in 
accepting the new idea that the wom­
en grew impatient and resorted to 
violence which only tended to injure 
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Mr. Paton stated that the rate of in- ' 
fant mortality to-day in London was 
56 per thousand births, but ten years I 
ago it was double. This reduction had I 
been largely brought about by child | 
welfare work and the establishment 
of centres for the caré of the mothers 
before and after birth. Much in this 
direction remains to be done ip this 
city. Housing lies at the base of al­
most every social question and it is 
women who will investigate and see 
that conditions are made such that 
every child will have a chance. Child 
clinics are needed here and also the 
appointment of women on every school 
board as they would see that among 
the subjects taught would be health 
and temperance. It is the child suf­
fers every time through drink, and 
those responsible for the man in the 
gutter should be brought to order.

The lecturer strongly urged that the 
women should get together and secure 
representation in the Legislature so 
that she might make her point of 
view heard with effect. "We are told.” 
he said, “that in those seats are old 
women. Let the new women replace 
them." |

In conclusion, he spoke of the evil 
effects of war which in all its aspects 
was repugnant to women. War de­
faces and desolates the earth, he re­
marked whereas woman beautifies it. 
War destroys life, whereas women 
have always been associated with 
cherishing and saving it, as instances 
of which he mentioned Grace Darling, 
Florence Nightingale and Joan of 
Arc who saved France. "To-day," 
said the lecturer, “it is the woman’s 
task to save the world.”

The whole address was most close­
ly followed by the audience who ex­
pressed their appreciation at its close 
In a fitting manner.

A solo having been beautifully ren­
dered by Mrs. W. R. Warren, Mrs. 
Hector McNeil briefly referred to the 
franchise movement which had been 
inaugurated by Mrs. Gosling and Mrs. 
Mitchell and paid a great tribute to 
the Prime Minister Hon. W. 3. Mon­
roe through whose influence victory 
had been won and the bill passed 
without a dissenting vote, unlike oth­
ers who had promised but had not 
fulfilled their promises, he had lived 
up to his word. In conclusion, she 
urged the women to make their in­
fluence felt in the forthcoming Muni­
cipal election.

Mrs. Hutton said that it was a great 
opportunity for women to come for­
ward as Councillors and trusted that 
every woman in, town would make

deadwelgj
JJON’T MISS IT

These are Gramophone Nights.-gross ton. 
;ross ton*;" 
r gross ton 
ot cargo s 
30 cents pi 

im ho pleai 
communia Last Night’s Lecture

AND HERE IS AN IDEAL PROGRAMMEI- PATON ADDRESSES 
AUDIENCE ON “WOMEN 

AND THE VOTE."
LARI - iig. and Si

Dock Masl
THE NEWA large audience was present in the 

'Aino Theatre last niglit to listen to 
he address given by Mr. J 
i-V. President of the Nfld
Allege

Symphony 39 E. Flat—Mozart 
London Symphony Orchestra
A docile mind I bear—Rossini. 
Maria Barrientos . .. . .Soprano.
A Broken Melody—Van Biene. 
W. H. Squire ... .. .. ,j ..Cello.
Vesti La Giubba—Leoncavelio.
Ulysses Lappas .. .. .. .Tenor.
Quarter B Flat Major—Mozart.
The Lener String Quartet 
Toreador Song—Carmen.
Jose Mardones, Basso & Chorus, 
Nocturne F Sharp—Chopin.
W. Murdoch .. .. . .Piano.
Nerves—George Robey.
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Court Symphony Orchestra.
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Maritana.
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their course, 
ever, in the ranks of the woman suf­
frage movement who were making 
their influence felt more effectively by 
the work they were performing in var­
ious directions. They were peaceful­
ly penetrating the various profes­
sions, proving their capacity, showing 
an intellect equal to that of the other 
sex and a spirit as strong as that of 
any fnan. Then came the war, which, 
said the speaker, could not have been 
won withput them. They displayed 
not only ability to manage affairs, 
but heroism and endurance of the 
highest order, and with the cessation 
of hostilities it was generally agreed 
that they" had made good their claim 
to the full rights of citizenship.

lecturer remarked,
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"Women,
“are not in public life for what they 
can get out of it, but to help it and 
make it better for all concerned.” A 
new moral reserve, he said, had been 
brought into the field of politics by 
extending the franchise to women, 
whose point of view in public affairs 
would always be the home. Some de­
clared this or that the main industry 
of a country, but, he contended, by 
far the greatest was home making, a 
fact which was not sufficiently real­
ized. It was an industry which called 
for not one particular talent but many 
and It was one in which women had 
in a great measure to rely upon her 
own initiative and enterprise. The 
home remains the first thing and 
there education is needed, as it is 
through the child that all reform is 
brought about and all good begins.

DICKS & CO., LimitedGODDARD’S iPLATE POWDER 
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JUNE PEAS- -20c. Can.
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Entertainment
A Hallowe’en Card Party, Supper 

and Dance, under the auspices of the 
Star of t.hè Sea Ladies' Association, 
takes,place at the Star Hall to-night. 
The card ’ tournament lieginr, at 8.30 
and two good prizes are offered the 
winners.
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Government Boats Meigle left for Labrador at 10 a.m.
Portia left Ramea 5.30 p.m. yester­

day, going west.
Prospero no report since Qutrpon 

Saturday night.
Sagona left Battle Hr. 10 a.m. 

yesterday. '
Caribou leaving St. John’s daylight 

to-morrow for N. Sydney.

GAS COOKERY.—Ladies interested 
in Domestic Science aro cordially in­
vited by The St. John’s Gas Light Co. 
to attend a cooking demonstration at 
their stall at the Curling Rink on 
Thursday afternoon at 4 o’clock. 
Temperature control of oven a special 
feature.

Argyle arrived Argentin 12.50 p.m.
yesterday.

Clyde leaving Lewisporte to-day. 
Glencoe left Belleoram 3.10 p.m. 

yesterday, coming east.
Kyle arrived Port aux Basques 6 

a.m.
Home leaving St. John’s to-day for 

Lewisporte.
Malakoff left Valleyfield early this 

morning, inward.

Three Organizations will bene­
fit by your interest in the Mad­
rigal Singer’s Subscription Con­
certs. The first is to-morrow.
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Most up-to-date Music will 
be played at the Novelty Dance, 
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