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British Empire
Service League

(Continued)

The Conference of the British Em-
pire Service League opened on Mon-
day, June 29th, and it was a brilliant
assemblage which greeted the Field
Marshal on his arrival. At the main
door of the Parliament Bufldings he
was received by the Speaker, the
clerks and the Sergeant-at-Arms of
the House of Commons in their offic-
ial robes and the golden mac2 was
carried in the procession—a most rare
event outside the proceedings of Par-
liament itself. There was an entire
absence of military display, however,
all of the main officers present being
in civilian attire.

The distinguihed soldier®and Lady
Lady Haiz were escorted to the spa-
cious railway committee room of the
House, acompanied by the Deputy
- Governor-General, Chief Justice Ang-
lin, the Prime Minister, Rt. Hon. Mac-
kenzie King, Rt. Hon. Arthur Meighen,
Sir Robert Borden, Sir George Foster,
Sir George Perley and Hon. H. S. Be-
land,

In the audience, besides the dele-
gates to the conference, were many
of the official set and society of the
capital, including the Consul General
of the United States, China and Jap-
an, Several Judges of the Supreme
Court, the head of the Railway Com-
mission and officers of the headquar-
ters staff.

The Official Welcome,

An eloquent welcome was extended
by Speaker Lemieux, who eulogized
the Field Marshal and hoped that
great benefits might accrue from the
gathering to the Service men who
have survived and the dependents of
those who have fallen. And the Prime
Minister, giving the official welcome
of the Government and people of
Canada, conveyed the greeting of the
Governor-General and his regret that

a tour arranged many months ago |

prevented his presence. In eloguent
terms Mr. King praised the Field Mar-
ghal and hoped that “the larger aim

of greater good wel’ may be furthered
by the meeting.”
The applause was sustained.
Ovatigp To Earl Halg.

—_——

i An ovation was agcorded Lord Haig,
who seemed touched by the warmth
and expressed his warm gratitude for
the reception and the real pleasure
it gave him to be in Canada and meet
80 many officers with whom he Kad
served In France. He said the League
had before it a “splendid opportunity
providing we are non-political and
non sectarian.” He outlined briefly
the programme of the Conference.

From the King.

The message from the King read as
follows: ;

“I am glad to hear that you are pre-
siding at a conference of the British
Empire Service League in Canada.
lPlenee assure all present of my un-

‘abated interest in their welfare, pros-

| perity and happiness. Such meetings,
jI am sure, help to bring all old com-
'rades of the battlefield nearer to one
another and to promote a spirit of
unity and lasting fellowship through-
out the Empire. I trust you will have
a successful and representative con-
ference.”
From the Prince,

The message from the Prince of
Wales, dated at Johannesburg, read:
“My grateful thanks to you and the
delegates for birthday congratulat-
ions. All good wishes for a sucessful
Conference.
(Signed) EDWARD P.”

Speaker’s Tribute.

In opening the proceedings,” Mr.
Speaker Lemieux welcomed the dele-
igates on behalf of the Parliament of
Canada. He paid a glowing tribute
. to BEarl Haig, “who has been the fore-
. most leader in war and who continues
fto devote a still abounding energy to
;the work of re-establishing on firmer
 foundations that peace which our sol-
diers have won and which all lovers
‘of humanity wish to maintain.”

The speaker referred to plans for
a war memorial in Ottawa. Other

:memorla.la would be preserved in the

Parliament Buildings not only in the
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Al loved dead.”

| when the chimes had been

in the Victory Tower, the city
“resound with the reyeille of our |
Mr. King’s Welcome.
‘Premier King warmly welcomed all
the delegates and added his tribute to

| Earl Haig. ‘The Field Marshal's high

praise of the Canadian troops, includ-

(| ed in his public speech on Sunday,

would be preserved as one of the
most prgcious records in Canadian
history, he said. He believed the con-

| ference would be of great value mot

only to the ex-Service men but to all
Canadians and to the Empire gener-
ally. To the delegates he urged that
they keep “the vision splendid” and
go forward in their labors for the pre-
serving of peace which they had fought
to win. S .
Room For More Progress.

Barl-Haig said that satisfactory pro-
gress had’ been made by the League
in the last iwo years. There was room
for further progress and ampler de-
velopment and this he felt suge woula
be achleved for the benefit of ex-sol-

Empire as a whole.

He expressed his warmest thanks
to Premier Kihg and Speaker Lemieux
for their words of welcome and his
appreciation of the welcome he had
received in Ottawa. The presence of
80 many delegates at the conference
showed that there was whole-hearted
support for the noble objects and
ideals of the League and this inspired
him to feel that ex-Service men were
ready to give to the prosecution of its”
aims that loyal and devoted service
which distinguished our armies in the
War.

Splendid Opportunity.

“We have indeed a splendid oppor-
tunity before us as a League,” con-
tinued Earl Haig, “provided always
that we strictly adhere to the funda-
mental principles on which we start-
ed, namely, that we are non-political
and non-sectarian. As at our last
conference two years ago, I emphasi-
zed three words as our ideal: >unlty,
comradeship and peace. The para-
mount task of this league, of course,
is the establishment of the League it-
self and so our first ideal, that of un-
ity, even more than that of charity,
must begin at home. Itis quite impos-
sible to expect to have a successful
Imperial organization unless each of
the constituent organizations is united
with the others.

Pressing to Unity,

“I am glad to say that our records
during the past year show that we
are regularly and steadily pressing
forward to greater unity. There is
another great object included in - our
ideals, that of encouraging migration
throughout the Empire. Much prac-
tical assistance you will see has been
given to ex-Service men de'siring to
migrate throughout our great Empire,

[but much remains still to be done and

I hope that after full discussion this
conference will record the, decisions
at which it arrives in ne uncertain
terms. I feel confident that whatever
decisions you may come to success can
only be achieved provided our actions
are. carried out in a spirit of true
comradeship. Our several branches
must really make a serious effort to
help migrants in their country and ar-
range to look after thém until they
have made good.”

Welcome to U. S. Head.

Ear]l Haig extended a special wel-
come to James A. Drain, National
Commander of the American Legion.
“If,” added Lord Haig, “we who
speak in the name of the ex-Service
men’'s organizations of the Empire
work hand in hand with the ex-Ser-
vice men’s organization, the great
American Legion, if we work hand in
hand with those ideals we already
share, I can see no influence which
we may together exert for the advan-
tage of the English-speaking com-
munities to the good of the whole
world.” -

For United Organization.

Lord Haig closed with a further ap-

peal for unity. He was gratified, he

said, to note that the ideals of the

British Empire Service League were.
already well supportad in Canada and,

he added: “I hope that before long we

can hail one united organization in

Canada.”

After the election of Chairman T. R.

Lister, the Patron, H.R.H. the Prince

of Wales ,and Grand President Field

Marshal Earl Halg, were unanimously

re-elected. The election of Empire Pre-

sidents and Vice-Presidents was then

formally prgposed by Lt. C. F. Garland,
Newfoundland, and seconded by W. A.
Gutzell, Malaya, following which the
general business of the Conference
‘was taken up, consisting of discas-.
sion on reports, resolutions,
constitution, etc. In the after-

League of Nations in which the B. E.
S. L. affirmed its belief in and support
of that body was discused and carried

duced. Outstanding amongst =which
was one dealing With Migration with-

| in the Bmpire; as tollows:

diers and the wider interests of the |

Lwith the consent of the Headquarters

noon a resolution bearing om 'the |

unanimously, Many resolutions bear- |
ing on important matters were intro- |

| (@) 1t theretore endorses the action,
of the Headquarters Committee

to undertake an active emquiry
into the development of the Em-
pire and the speeding up of Mi-
gration, on the lines laid down
in the report. .
_And further resolves that an
Empire Migration Department
be set up by the B, E. 8. L.
which shall, on the information.
received in the reports from
constituent orgenisations, and
as a result of their own investi-
gations, decide on & policy di-
rectéd towards the speeding up
of migration, such policy to be
confirmed by the Headquarters
Committee and also the means
whereby to give it effect.’

After considerable discussion a Sub
Committee was appointed which draft-
ed the following report and was adopt-
ed unanimously by the Conference.

Migration Department Object.

The object of the Department will
be:—

1. To ascertain and locate potential-
ly successful schemes of development.

2. To ascertain and note such ob-
stacles as may either impede or act-
ually prevent the initiation of such
schemes.

3. To watch and carefully enquire
into existing and future schemes and
proposals whether of Government,
Public Body, Company or private in-
dividual origin with a view to not-
ing the factors which either lead to
success or conduce to failure in such
schemes and to act generally as an
Advisory Board to Headquarters and
constituent organizations in all mat-
ters concerning migration.

beliet in migration on organised lines. |

in inviting the various constitu- |
ent organisations of the League |

E

4. To bring to the motice of those
concerned as aforesaid and also to

tion with, or incidental to all mat-

ters affecting migration.

Reservations.

The following matters are expressly :
excluded as not coming within the
scope of the migration Department, '
viz:— }

a) Such Department will have noth-
ing to do with the initiation or execu-
tion of any scheme, nor will it as-
sume any - financial responsibility as
to any such schemes.

(b) It will not enter into any en
gagement with any possible migrant
nor concern itself with the recruiting .
or selection of migrants.

(¢) It will not undertake the duties
of welcoming or providing for the
future welfare of migrants.

It is considered that these matcers '
can be better carried out as hereto-
fore by the constituent organizations.

Organization,
The B. E. S. L. Migration Depart-
ment to consist of:—
1. A, B. E. 8. L. Migration Board
appointed ad hoc by the Headquarters’
Advisory Board. The Board shall be
established in London,
2. The Headquarteres Migration Of-
fice of the B. E. S8, L. hereinafter called
the Headquarters Office.
3. Local Migration Boards to be sct
up by the' constituent organisations
of the B. E. 8. L in the various Do-
minions and Colonies, hereinafter
called the Local Board.
4. Local' Migration - Offices which
shall be cstabliehed in the various Do-
minions and Colonies by . the Local
Boards hereinafter called the Local
Office.
(N.B)—More than one Local Board
or Local Office may, at the discretion
of the constituent organizations and

Board, be set up in any Dominion. Size
of Board left to Executive Council.

Chain of Responsibilities and Com-
munications,

1. The Headquarters Office ‘'shall be
responsible to the Headquarters
Board.! A :

2. The Local Boards shall be re-
sponsible to their respective organis-
ations but will correspond direct with
the Headquarters Board. ‘

3. Local Offices shall be responsible
to Local Boards, but they will corres-
pond direct with the Headquarters-Of-
fice on all matters, except matters of
policy, for which Boards are solely re-
sponsible; the Local Board's interpre-
tation of the term “Policy” is final
Local Oftices shall, however, be kept
tully appraised of all policy communi-
cations addressed by the Local Boards
to the Headquarters' Board.

make publicly known all such inform- |
ation as they may possess in connec-

The Materials

Materials are all the newest for
Summer wear, including Silk, Satin,
Georgette, Crepe-de-Chene, Embossed
Straw, Lacquered Straw, Tagel Straw,
also a few floral hats, and some with

floral crowns.
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Nothing in the above shall' be under-
stood to exclude the free interchange
of ideas-and information between Of-
fices or Boards inter se, and between
Offices and Boards.

A Graph is attached showing the
chain of responsibility and communi-
cation. y

Duties,

1. All those matters suggested in
the “Rough Draft” (attached) as be-
ing the object of the Department shall
be carried out by the Headquarters‘
and Local Offices. The Headquarters
Office shall be responsible for the co- |
ordination of the work.

2. All those matters reserved in the
“Rough Draft” shall be carried out,
when applicable, by the constituent!
Members, through the agency of their |
Local Boards, or such machinery as'’
they shall, at their discretion, set up.
They shall correspond direct with
each other and with the Headquarters
Board on such matters.

The Headguarters Office and Local
Offices shall consist of official Man-
agers or Secretaries, who shall be as-
sisted by such Staff as is deemed ne-
cessary by the Headquarter or Local
Boards. Such officials shall be full
time paid officials and the staff full
or part iime paid staff.

Finance

It is estimated that at least £25,000
per annum would be required to fin-
ance the Department. Salaries, Staff,
Stationery, Postages and Rents are
calculated at £20,000. This leaves
only £5,000 to be expended on propa-
ganda. i

Organized as a “thinking” Depart-
ment too much tress cannot be laid
on the fact that only first class brains
will achieve the object. One such brain

ffice and onme at the head of each
local office. .
- First class brains cost money. £14,-

allocated out of the

5 b e <

=

‘of the British Empire, for which so#

{a Royal Naval Reserve Unit from the

will be required in the Headquarters
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for it would cease in from 5

years.
The Sub Committee considers that if |

ithe report is adopted the question of] ‘
'onded by Andrew Young (Scotland)
It was spoken to by Lieut.-Commande&
i Paget-Hett, R. N., Major-General Si

money necessary
to the Advisory

how to raise the
should be referred
Council.

The closing paragraphs in the re-
port of the prcceedings are as fol-
lows:—

A resolution deaiing with Women's
Sections of Constituent Organizations
was also introduced in which .the
splendid work done by these various
bodies was enthusiastically referred
to, with a view to their general es-,I
tablishment throughout the Empire.
Twenty-one resolutions were discus-
sed and cther miscellaneous hus\'uesa.;
which owing to it great volume, wilI:
not permit fuller review here—but !
the resolution from the G, W, V. A.
of Newfoundland périaaps deserves

i

special mention, which is quoted in the Old Country; and also what is of |

full:—
“Whereas the unity and solidarity ,

many of our Comrades laid down their
lives, 1s dependent upon the feelings
of mutual understanding, confidence
and support of its component parts;
“And Whereas it is the main object
of this League to foster such relation-

ships;
“And Whereas the establishment of

Seamen of Newfoundland, proved a
strong link in the chain of Empire;
“Be It Resolved by this Conference,
that the Imperiai Government be ap-
proached with reference to the Tre-
forming of this Unit, thus retaining
the feelings of kinship and. loyalty
with the Imperial Service which New-
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foundland has had the honour to p
sess for centuries.”

The resolution was proposed by
W. Quinton (Newfoundland) and se

Andrew Russell of New Zealand, C. ¥

Garland and others. ‘Lieut.-Com

Paget-Hett who was closely in tou ‘

with the Newfoundland Naval Reseri
men during the time of war, paid &
glorious tribute to their heroism an
splendid qualities. The resolution was
carried amidst great enthusiasm.
The Conference terminated
Thursday, July 2nd, and in the word
of the Field Marshal, “Loyalty, Com

'radeship and the strengthening of

ties of Empire were in the forefra
of the programme. A programm
which included closer co-operation be
tween the Overseas Dominions

equal importance, closer co-opers
and greater reciprocity between e
and every dominion and colony.” =
The various votes of thanks wel
then proposed. The vote of thnnh’
the Earl was proposed by Captain I8
MacKenzie, Canada, and seconded B
C. F, Garland, Newfoundland. 4
The party left by special train @
the evening of July 2nd, for Winn
on a tour extending to the Ps
coast. The Newfoundland delegal
réturned from Winnfpeg. The kind
hospitality-so characteristic of Can
da was extremely prominent throug
out the tour, and the Newfound
delegates feel that a great debt
gratitude is owed to our big Canady
gister dominion for the many .
esies extended. Reference was
made to the splendid work of Lie :
Col. Nangle who organized the to
and who is now A. D. C. to Field M
shal Earl Haig. Many Newfous
landers were met throughout the !
who although domiciled in C

{1 were still deeply interested in

fare of their native land. At }
Sydney the delegates were met by
_land Postal Service, who did
‘make' thefr brief stay there

| pleasure. In all the delegates

over 6,000 miles and were er
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