
SHE EVENING TELEGRAM, ST. JOHN’S, NEWFOUNDLAND, JULY 16, 1918—9

THE NATION bringing every member of It under
the direct orders of the Stjte for one 
purpose, end one purpose only. No­
thing else matters to-day.

Yours faithfully, 
j j 1 MICHAEL FURSB,

! Bishop of Pretoria.
A Postscript,

Since addressing my letter to The 
Times I here realised that many 
people misunderstand what is meant 
by “National Service,” or “Mobilizing 
the Nation.” For my own part, what 
I mean is briefly this:—That the na­
tion. and not merely the man at the 
front, is at war; that as a fact the 
base is not in France, but in England. 
At the front there are hundreds cf 
men who are not, and probably never 
will be, actually in the firing line, but 
are employed at the local base and 
on the lines of communication, in 
transport work, in horse management, 
as cooks, shoeing-smiths, bombmak- 
ers, hospital orderlies, and in a hun­
dred other ways but—and this is the 
point—all are “under orders.” In the 
same way I hold that every single

will ever lose one iota of the glorious 
spirit which, in spit? of lack of guns, 
has so far kept the enemy from our 
gate. They will wait, and wait glad­
ly, for what they so sorely need, If 
only they know that at last this busl- 

■ ness is being taken seriously in. hand.
2. It is the only way, for only so 

can our Cemmandere-in-Chief at sea 
.and in the field lay their plans of cam­
paign with any certainty that they 
will be able to carry them out As it 
Is now, it is simply a matter of fight­
ing as best you can from hand to 
mouth. When the Government know 
that they can call on all the resour­
ces of men and material, then, and 
then only, can they lay their plans 
for certain production at definite 
times. Only so can they be able to 
tell the Commandcrs^n-Chief what 
they can expect, and when.

8. U is the only way, because it 
is the height of impudent folly to 
imagine that we are as a nation so 
.miraculously endowed by the Al-
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supply of big guns and high explosive 
shells and other legitimate munitions 
of war.

V
The Soldier's Question.

And these munitions of war have to 
be made, cot by the men at the front 
who are doing the fighting, but here 
in the British Isles. The men at thqJ 
front know this; they know that thq; 
making of munitions of war, the mak­
ing of clothes and equipment, the pro­
vision of food and of the thousand and 
one other things necessary to an army 

ill these are just as much 
business as 

And then they ask (I have
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in the field-
an integral part of the 
their is,
heard them myself—wounded man in 
hospitals and whole men on the field). 
“Why should I, who enlisted under a 
voluntary system, because my part of 
the job is to loose off the ammunition 
my next-door neighbour at home has 
made, be compelled to do so under the 
extreme penalty of death for disobedi­
ence to orders or desertion irom my 
job, - while my neighbour at home is 
allowed to chuck his job with im­
punity whenever he wants to? Why 
should I be punished for refusing to 
go into the trenches because my pay 
is not raised a penny an hoar, and the 
other fellow be allowed to strike and 
then be cs<olod into going back to 
work by the special visit of a Cabinet 
Minister and the promise of extra pay? 
Why should I have to sties: it out, 
night after night, and day after day. 
In water and mud up to my knees, 
when the other fellow (who is only 
doing another part of the same job) 
can make his own conditions as to 
tours of work?"

Why indeed? Why should any one 
of us who claims citizenship in the 
Empire, when the Empire is fighting 
for its very existence, be free to do 
what we have at such a time? That 
is the question I asked myself as I 
came away one evening, from visiting 
a private- soldier who had fought 
through the first three or four months 
of the war and had then deserted (his 
excuse was drink) and was to be-ehot, 
and was shot, and rightly too, at 5 30 
the next morning. Why, indeed? That 
is what the men at the front are

hat time—for the Afts are critical.
I have never doubted that the spirit 

f our troops was as fine as men told 
s it was, but I never realized how 
dc it was until I had lived in it and 
rith it. It beggars description ; it is 
mazing. It is all the more so when 
ou realize, as" you do when you are 
p at the front that this spirit is 
here in spite of the fact that-the

nroe, Ltd

serving at home, and vice versa. 
The present method of “go or not as 
you please” is utterly haphazard and 
unbusinesslike, and therefore hope­
lessly inadequate.

6. It is the only way, because an es­
sential factor in the successful pros­
ecution of the war is that the right 
spirit should animate not only the 
men at the front, but the nation at 
their back. It is not only the right 
spirit which will be able to bear the 
strain and see this thing through to 
a finish.

To-day the right spirit is lacking 
because the conscience of the nation 
is uneasy. As individuals we do not 
know whether we are doing the right 
thing or not—whether we should go­
on with our ordinary work or offer 
to go and fight We are afraid of in­
dulging in wholly Innocent amuse­
ment We are afraid even of having 
a really healthy laugh—somehow we 
feel it would not be right People are 
getting gloomy and depressed, not be­
cause they have any fear as to the ul­
timate end of the war (they do not 
know enough about the real situation 
for that), not because they are not

>! ig them as the nation could and 
: hould. That, I am convinced, is the 
- eeling right through the Army in 
i 'rance and Flanders; and the reason 
id or it is not far te_ seek.

At The Front
After fighting desperately Jay and 

ight for days and weeks, with fright- 
ii! losses, the men who are left are 
og tired and need a rest. When they 
re “pulled out” to get this rest, and 
iter three days are sent hack into 
if firing line again, the only con- 
lusion they can draw is that there 
re not enough troops available ta 
:ke their places. When battalion 
iter battalion of infantry—and, as
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If there are any people in the ene- [ 
my countries who believe that the 
U-boat is going to starve our Allies * 
and prevent American troops crossing 1 
the Atlantic, we commend to their at- j

ilk Blouses ready to fact, and face gallantly the 
sacrifices which war has laid upon 
them to make, but because their con­
sciences are not at rest You cannot 
have the right spirit * if your con­
science is uneasy.

A Nation Under Orders.
That is why the men at the front 

have the right spirit They are so 
gloriously cheery because their con­
sciences are at rest They know they 
have done and are doing the right 
thing. They have made the great sur­
render. They have burnt their boats 
behind them and put themselves un­
der orders. Nothing matters except 
to “do their bit” When they are told 
to. When they are not wanted they 
have no silly scruples about enjoying 
themselves the best they can. When 
the whole nation knows itself to be 
under orders, and knows that it is 
doing .the, right thing, we shall see the 
same spirit of gay surrender at home; 
and this spirit is essential. All we 
want is a lead, and a strong and fear­
less lead.

torsefs heart into them all. For nine solid 
months they have been wondering 
why on earth the nation has not done 
what it has at last been decided "to do 
—viz., to form a National Government 
And now what? Is this National Gov­
ernment going to be the real thing or 
not? Is it going to be merely a com­
bination of representatives of existing 
political parties on some sort of basis 

House of Com-

The C. L. MARCH CO., Ltds and Twists
! 6 supply what is necessary. Man fir 
llu they know that they have nothing 
I S fear either from German infantry 
I * cavalry; they have proved it 
l-*ain and again. But they know also 
|Æat it is little short of murder for a 
|.*tion to ask men, however full of 
I « le right spirit, to face an enemy am- 
I iy equipped with big guns and the 

U ght kind of ammunition, unless they 
Ul -e at least equipped with equally ef- 
I.*1 ctive munitions of war.
T There can be only one impression 
f? ft on the minds of men in such a 
, isc, and that is, that somehow or 
? her the nation does not know the 
j uth, does not understand, and Is not 

, j icking them, for, knowing the old 
d mntry as they do, they have no 

iubt that if Germany can produce 
•« ese things we can, if we will. And 
j it, in spite of it all, they carry on,

I i ey keep cheery, they do their best, 
ey die gaily. The fact is that as 

, nation wc are just gambling on this 
-J liriti We know it to he there ; we 

cognize it as the finest thing in the 
Mid; we believe it is unconquerable, 
hatever happens. So it is; but it 
111 not win the war alone. It is this 
irit, backed by guns and high ex- 
oalves—legitimate munitions of war 
Yhlch is going to smash this enemy 
'ours, and nothing else. Let no one 
ink that we are going to do it by 
scending to the level of the German 
iperial Staff and using any sort of 
a This talk of reprisals by gas 

«erhaps next we shall hear of re- 
|V*als by poisoning water supplies!)

limply another method of chloro- 
fVtting the nation and blinding its 

to the real issue—the /adequate ;

e small reels, but we 
iow, on the larger reels, 
lades, which

Comer Springdale and Water Streets
you can i of numbers in the 

mons? Is the cloven hoof of party 
politics still going to be found In it, 
or is it going to be a Government 
composed of the very best men, whom 
the nation can produce, irrespective 
of politics and parties? Is it still go­
ing to keep half an eye on votes, or 
is it going to get on with the one and 
only thing which matters now—the 
smashing of the enemy in the short­
est time possible, for that is the ob­
ject of the war? Is this new Govern­
ment going to tackle this business on 
the same ridiculous principles of vob- 
untary service as heretofore, or in the 
only way in which it can be tackled 
with any certain-hope of ultimate suc­
cess? Is It going to tell the nation at 
once that we can’t win this war, and 
shall uselessly sacrifice thousands of 
lives, unless the Government has the 
power given to it to call upon the 
services of every single man, woman 
and child, if need be, for whatever 
each individual is most capable of do­
ing directly or Indirectly for the ac­
complishment of the one object be­
fore ue—the smashing of the enemy? 
The men at the front are waiting for 
the answer, and so are thousands of! 
men and women here at home. :

The Only Way.
I say “the only way," and for the 

following reasons:
1. If the men at the front ,kjt>w that 

they have got the nation at their

IN COLORADO.
'Mid Colorado's 

giant hills Fve 
settled for the 
summertime, and 
feel the old 
ecstatic thrills, 
when viewing 
spectacles s u b- 
lime. I'd like to 
talk of what I see, 
of snowy peaks, of 
Wondrous dells, of 
crystal

HOT SHOT
BATTERY ■»

But will the nation stand it-? Poli­
tics again! Well, it it won't, it will 
have to stand something infinitely 
more distasteful before very long. 
But, of course, the nation will stand 
it. The nation will welcome it with 
both hands, once it Is given a lead, 
Once all are treated alike, once it is 
told the truth—not half-truths, which 
are worse than lies, but the real 
truth—that though we are holding the 
.enemy through the indomitable spirit 
and the reckless self-sacrifice of our 
troops, we cannot and never shall be 
able to crush them until we provide 
our fighting men with a preponder­
ance of- munitions of war over and 
Above the apparently ample and undi-

torrents
à7"*)îülT MASOH j wild and free, for 

all these things 
are wearing bells. But when I hail 
some tuorist guy, and try to tell him 
how I feel, he paws the earth, and 
makes reply, “We’ll whip the Huns, 
I’ll bet a wheel. The British and the 
French are tired, they've scrapped so 
long their legs are sore; at them a 
million guns were fired, their feet are 
wet with Prussian gore. But now 
our boys are getting there in numbers 
large enough to note; their coattails 
flutter in the air, and they will get the 
Teuton goat Oh, yes, these hills are 
out of sight, the raging torrents are 0. 
K. but when our boys are out to fight, 
what price are hills . and torrents, 
pray? 'Hie Prussians fight with 
dragging step, they’ve scrapped so 
long they’re human wrecks, and soon 
our soldiers,
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Corset. Lines at a sacrifice 
imfort are decidedly unsat- 
tury. 250,700 deadweight tons. Next comes 

the Eastern Seaboard with 27 wood­
en ships, and 11 steel ships, repre­
senting a total of 172,186 deadweight 
tons. On the Great Lakes they 
launched 14 steel ships, totalling 47,- 
700 tons. The distinction of launch­
ing the-biggest individuaMonnage of 
any yard in the country goes to the 
Bethlehem Union Plant at San Fran 
cisco, which sent three steel ships 
down the ways of a total tonnage of 
35,400. Aberdeen, Wash., which 
launched four vessels, has the place 
Of honor among the builders of wood­
en ships. Tacoma, Wash., and Port­
land, Ore., sent three hulls Into the 
water and a like number were launch­
ed at Portsmouth, N.H., Mobile, Ala., 
Moss Point, Miss., and Orange, Texas, 
led the Southern yards, each launch­
ing two ships.

We have already recorded in these 
columns the remarkable feat of the 
New York Shipbuilding Yards at 
Camden, N.J., in building a steel ship 
of 5,000 tons in 37. days.
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bones cannot break or rust, 
an the fabric tear. Try a 

You will declare that it 
jrset Perfection. Keep Your Kodak 

Busy for the sake 
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"OVER THERE”

full of pep, Will wind 
their legs, around their necks. Oh, yes, 
that vista is a peach, that landscape 
surely takes the-bun; but who would 
of such trifles preach, when we are 
out to squelch the Hun?” Ah, me, for 
some congenial soul, to pass with me 
the summertime, to sit with me upon 
a knoll, and talk of scenery sublime!
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Good Fishery. I New narrow sashes are seen on 

girls’ coats.,
The summer hat has a solid-flow­

ered crown. (
Sweater and -hat frequently match 

la color.
Mull is used a great deal In trim­

ming millinery.
Many of the new dresses are made 

Without collars.
Bold plaids are la demand among 

summer fabrics. -i,

Kodaks from 
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Tpoton’ft,
The Kodak Store,

820 WATER STREET. 
Everything 1er the Photographer

Comparable 
with this as showing what enthusias­
tic labor and good organization can 
do> is the feat of the,Skinner & Ed­
dy Co., of Seattle, Waslu, in complet­
ing an 8,800-ton cargo ship in 78 days; 
which brings to this company the dis­
tinction of having turned out six of 
the ten most quickly built vessels on 
the shipbuilding programme.—Scien­
tific American. -

| A correspondent writes that fish 
have struck in plentiful on the Southern 
Shore. Jas. Murphy, of Cappahayden, 
secured one hundred qtls. at one haul 
on Friday, the biggest haul ter the 
season.
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