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POLICING THE WILDERNESS

By W. G. Fitzgerald in The Outlook, New York

Take the public services of both Am-
ericas by and large, from Hudson’s
Bay to Patagonia, and I doubt whether
you will match the record of -the fam-
ous Canadian Northwest Mounted Police
How a handful of three hundred law of-
ficers, adventureus, fearless, and lumin-
ously honest, keep entire order in an
Arctic wilderness five times 'as large as
Great Britain—here, surely, is a stofy
worth telling,

And it makes reading quite as good
as its promise. For here is a “pre-
cinct” cevering 197,000 sgquare miles of
silent waste, icy yet golden, peoplad
mainly by Indians and Eskifmos, with-
a few thousand whiies, who are apt to
think that no law goés so near as this
to the North Pcle. But the wildest of
them knows different mow. “Get the
man”’—the classic motto of the North-
west Mounted Police, is known and felt
from the ocean to the inmermost recesses
of the wilderness.

A thousand miles on the ice, “mush-
ing” by dog team and komatik, through
unexplored haunts of bear and walf,
is a common marching order for these
splendid pioneers. It does ome good to
read the record of their work. And
much digging is required to get at the
facts, for the N.W.M.P. have a good,
healthy scorm of boast and advertise-
ment.

You will meet fhem first as you en-
tert Canadian territory by the famous
White Pass, where Old Glory floats
side by side with the clustered crosses
of the Dominion, Soon the four

check, by the officers in these feverish
times,

To-day the Northwest Mounted Police
have two great centres, one at Dawson
theé other at White Horse. And, won-
derful to say just as teleghome or tele-
graph line runs beside the mighty flood,
and patrol systems on the various creeks
and trails assist im preserving order. It
is a fact that on the great road be-
tween Dawson and .ste Horse, more
than  three hundfred and twenty miles,
the traveller to-day is positively safer
than if he were driving along 4 country
road in Eastern Ca.aaa or any settled
part of Alaska.

No man starts down the great Yukon
in a small boat without numbering and
registering his craft, as well as. his own
name and businesses. There are’ justice
and redress for every one, no matter how
remote his location. Let a humble min-
er’s ‘cache’ be stolen and forthwith a
diligent search that may eover five hun-
dred miles will be made for it, and after
that summary vengeance will surely fall
upon the thief, As I shall show, no
expense is spared; and sometimes hun-
dreds or even thousands of dallars will
be spent in a case—only to find that the
thieves were bears, after all!

Let scrious accident®befall a man in
some lonely camp, and no city hospital
could be more urgent and self-sacrific-
ing in hurrying relief than those Mount-
ed Police. Many a stirring tale might
be told of how the sick and wounded,
whites and Indians alike, have been
brought into hospital over painful and

the gold-dudt on which this export tax
was paid amountfed to $9,93.474.

The carrying ¢f the mails,too, to many
of the remots mining creeks falls to
the lot of the police; and were it not for
this service, $housands of white men
scattered over this vast and- forbidding
country in mining and logging camps
would be altogether shut off frem the
outside world for the greater part of the
year.

This brings me to the interesting cor-
respondence reecived by the police at
both headquarters. Every year hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of letters come
from many parts of the world inquiring
for missing relatives and friends vague-
1y believed to have gome to Klondike,
The superintendent at Dawson reports
that out of two hundred and fifty:four
inguirics made for missing persons his
staff supplied valuable detailed informa-
fion.in one hundred and three cases.
Thus it would really seem as if this
handful of men were more in touch
with events in this vast wilderness tlan
the police of an ordinary city.

The Indians are also looked after, and
clothes and rations issued to them by
the' Northwest Mounted Police, who
appear to be obguitous, It is little won-
der that the needy and suffering, the
sick at heart'and the failures, as well as
the lawless, should kanow these pictur-
esque fellows. Their summer uniform
is a cowboy hat, bright red shirt, and
blue trousers, with broad yellow stripes
ranning down and disappearing into
high-laced boots.

How ‘the men in the remotest posts
contrive to divert themselves in such a
wilderness is a matvel,  Books and mag-
azines, however, are regularly circulat-
|ed in all districts; and the officers are
lull expert in tobegganing ,skating and
curling. There are two penitentiaries,
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ned ont on boats leaving Dawson for the ! oficers, take tha cemsus, oimtpu smug-
Lower Yukon. Last season the value of | gling, assist te

aph repairers, and ac-
company the doctors during any epidém-
ic among Indians or Eskimos. Al these
things and much moré the Northwe:.t

ont advertisement or any induceément
save that of bare sémse of .dufy. “And
their thoroughness is such that- their
very najne -inspires respect in a wilder-
neds oif two thousand miles. 3 .

Inspector Constantine and Sergeant
Brown were sent from Regina to inves-
tigate this smuggling and gold-snatching
on the creeks of Forty Mile River. -Here
they built a fort and were swallowed up.
No news of them Treached the‘outside’,
4s the larger world is called on the
Yukon. Certainly the Arctic winter=is
a pretty effective barrier. Then came
the first discovery of gold in’ Bonanza
Creek, and the wild rush' to the XKlon-
aike that called imperatively -for police
reinforcements. g .

And 86 gradually these officers drove a
line of sts throughout that vast rve-
gion nndp‘;rranged patrols—widely scat-
tered, it'is true; séparated by iwild ex-
panse of wind-swept shiow and mighty
ice-choked rivers, « But there was al:
ways the patient dog team for these im-
mense journeys, and in summer time the
cance, or perhaps a horse, almost as
knowing as his rider.

But where in all Arctic America will
you find ‘mushers,’ paddlers, or-rough
viders like.the Northwest Mounted Pol-
ice? .Men of many parts, who may he
today officially registering a marriage
or a death out in the lonely wastes, and
tomorrow starting to hunt down a mur-
derer, warn rebellious Indians, or visit
a sick miner fallen by the way five
hundred miles from anywhere.

Two men, horses and guns; two men,

dog teams and guns; two men canoes
and guns. Such zre the unmits of this

Mounted Police do, and do well, with-*

. Tt is little ‘more than ten years since

| plice Graves, and cast’his under
‘the eternal ice of +ue Yukom, that he
might claim his share of the bloody
goid, :

Now a witness whose testimony was
vital in the case had to be sought some-
where .throughout the length and
breadth of the Territory, And off went
‘Smith and Seeley from Forty Mile one
{ aprit day. The traii lay along river
icg, which at that time of the year was
soft and cut up.

The reached Circle City and from
here Smith went on alene, Some twenty
tive miles beyond his dogs fell through
one of the open places in the trail; and
in the ‘smash-up the lomely man was
thrown from the sled and his right leg
severely injured. The limb swelled to
twiee its normal size, yet Smith, mind-
ful of the motto of the force, ‘mushed’
on to Fort Yukon, where an amatear
doctor fund his leg black and blue from
knee to toe.

Nothing could stop the man, however,
On.he went for fifty miles to the mouth
of the Chandler Creek, over ‘a melting
trail. in warm wéather, with the dogs
breaking through the ice from time to
time. Returning to Fort Yukon, Smith
waited for the giant floes to break wup,
and soon he was joined once more by
Seeley,

The two men started down the giant
stream in a twenty-four foot canoe, car-
rying a tent, a little stove, a mast with
a leg of mutton sail, and a slendér, out-
fit of provisions. All the way down they
were pioneered by a gigantic mass of
floating ice, Sailing when there was a
fair wind, watching the grinding drifts
day and night, pulling with the cur-
rent when the wind was against them,
the two men pushed doggedly on.

Remember, they soon entered a part
of the Yukon where the vast river is
ten miles wide. “Strong head winds with
heavy seas and roaring ice masses, made

{work. Another was the trip to Fort

McPherson and back—a thousand miles
of awful’ country in midwintery It was
neécesgary to ‘maintain ' communication
with that desolate spot, Herschel Island,
where the police kept a station in lati-
tude 70 dégrees north, to prevent whal-
ers from selling liquor to the Indians.

There was not so much as a track.
Force, Constables Mapley, Dever, and
Rowley, were selected for the jourmey,
and they started out on Christmas Day,
with a couple of Indian scouts, each
of whom took a team of five dogs, as
alse did each of the officérs. You may
be sure that these dogs were carefully
chosen,. powerful and sagacious husk-
i¢s’ . of - Porcupine Creek. Each dog
weighed from ninety-six to one hundred
and fifteen pounds,

Thers was not do much as a track,
%0 each iman wore suow shues, while
the dog. teams were, hitched to tobog-
gans instead of sleds. It was a tun
across the top of the world. Chute,
chaite, chute, then up a mile -of moun-
tdin standing on end! This is how one
of the men described it,

Tn glissading down ity precipices the
doga would be unharnessed, the best
routs down. picked out by experienced
eyes, and ‘then the toboggans with their
recieus loads of food, committed to the
remendous slope. The way lay across
an unexplored wilderness vet the most
perions accident was that one of the best
dogs broke its leg and had to be shot.

The men were thirty-eight days in
making the fort, and only twenty-five
in .coming "back to Dawson, for they
found o remarkably short cut at Seela
Pase,

One might think that with lawless men
here and there in so tremendous a wil-
derness’ it would be next to impossible
to detect-and punish crime. Yet the re-
cords of the Yukon show just to the con-
trary. ‘Take the notorious triple murder

of the Secret Service of the Force, tock

coarge 01 tng case, ‘and said simply Be

wounid ‘get the mam.” ’

From ‘Dawson he went to = Seattle,
armed with the necessary papers, ‘mak-
ing inquiries all along the way. How
two Ewo Edouard La - Belles turned up
to confuse the defective is a pretty long
story, Welsh, however, was joined by
P. A. Rook, of White HMorse who had
known the real La Belle; and the two
now began an amazingly therough search
in every logging camp tributary to Puget.
Sound. La Belle, it should be explained,
had worked on the Yukew as a wood.
chompet., :

The man was trailed unerringly from
Seattle to Butte, Montana, The trail
led_them next to Spokane, Washington
and thence to Rossland, British Colum-
bia; back again thence southward among
the comstruction gangs working on the
Southern Pacific Railroad. We '‘next
find Welsh and Rook at Ogden, Utah,
and. on the Nevada-California:line. At
each canip visited Reok played- the role
of time-Keeper, nowly employed in that
section. . In. this cépacity he toek the
names of all the men; and one memor-
able day he came ont of a tent some
three miles from Wadsworth, Nevada,
and gave -Detective Welsh  the ' long-
sought signal that his man was within.
Sure enough, there was the murderer,
sitting on the edge of his bunk, having
j:@?tturned out to work on the night-
sniic,

Welsh walked up, held out his haad
as if to shake, and as La Belle reached
out, the handcuffs were smapped upon
his wrist. Both he and Fournier con-
fessed but were hanged all the same. The
tong and patient quest cost $25,000. But
then the North-West Mounted Police
‘got the man,” and it is the realization
of that motto, with the Samaritan role
already  detailed, that has made  their
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snorting erngines WW ‘&ﬁm e
and 4 quite gelt £ . sntersy
the caf’ to examine the baggage. You will
find thereafter that _gan. 1o TOred
escapa‘your own 8 ". “, £hi "no O&
these “‘Guardians of the- No! = yh’y-
ever you go in this seemingly limitless
Yukog territory. : > A
At Tagish, on the lomely Six Mile; you
come @pon a clnster‘.qflhxmbledown ke
shanties, Push on”further ‘down ' the
mighty Yukon and every twenty
or 8o you can see the Union Jack ﬂqlat-
ing from a log hut that shelters a police
detachment. There was a time and that
not lomg ago when theee now desolate
stations throbbed with life and energy,
and the golden Yukon was a great high-
way of traffic. Thes, as now, these offi-
cers weve trié Samaritans in the wilder-
ness. - Their willing hands uplifted way-
farers faintirg on the road. The numb-
ed and (he sick and the dying were
catered fo-; and at the satite timé strong,
active feet were held in leash to track
a misereadit to swift justice, It will
never be known how many lives were
saved, how many of the lawless held in

g dangerous trails, through icy mountain

yasses and menacing torrents.

. Quite g&;ﬂy_ news came to headquar-
@1~ at Whife Horse that a Bussiaw Jow
#0. achopper living in a lonply section
had accidently been k’i‘“ed. r:;):.ve :l"l-
utes’. potige ome of the surgeons and a
c.:m. were dropping down the. river
in-a - little ~canoe. - They *¢overed one
hundred and seventy miles of dangerous
water, made a conscientious inv'gshg_n-
‘tion of the entire case, and ‘Bbutie the
dead man. That the trip was quz a
season when the great river was liable
to freeze at any time and leave the mien
stranded was a detail not to be coniid-
ered.

Duty comes first with this magnificent
force, and that without any pass or
jvétense, But before I pass t6 the mar-
v2l3 of their purely police du'tiet. let ‘me
say something of their miscellaneous
work. Feor this is various indeed. They
wis exproted to enforce the export tax
of ¥wc- and- one-half -per cent. on gbld
yi<t. - As the train starts from White
Hetse tc Skagway, courtéoug, keen-
officers board the car and are not to
deniea, no matter how ingenious .'the

b

one' at Dawson, and the other -at White
Horse; and last year sometliing like a
dozen convicts and a hundred common
jail ‘prisoniers were sentenced to" ternis
of jmprisonment in these places. It will
be seem at ‘once that these proportions
ate absurdly small,-considering not only
the vast size of the Territory, but 'also
its population. R Yt
_The ‘comimissioned. officers of ‘the force
act as judges, making monthly - tours
to hold courts at rembote stations. Just
think of a justice of the peace having
to ‘mush’ with a dog team for sixty
miles a day with the thermometer 70
degress helow zero! The government in-
sists, however, that no man shall ‘mush’
alone in the depth of win.er; neglect of
this precaution has caused many a good
man to leave his bones in the wilder-
ness,

*And that police judge will hold in-
formal court at some desolate spot, per-
bhaps three hundred miles from his start-
ing-point. In case of murder or sudden
death he will hold an inguest, or an in-
quiry_into some serious agcident. He
and his colleagued, \s0, collect revenne
from the Tamber camps, act as sanitary

unique police fotce. To them distance is
literally no-object. To secure one witness
in the strange Q’Brién murder trial, Ser-
goant Frank Smith ahd Trooper Seeley
travelled four hundred miles by ~ dog
team and thirteen hundred by canece Al-
tegether the case ‘cost” thess ' -“pioncers
825,000,

The great point aimed at is’to imstall
into the lawless the fact that-life 4nd
property shall be respected in this far-
stretching wildérness “just as in any
great city on $he American. continent;
and( moreover, that the offender shall be
secured and brought to justide at any
cost whatever.

But Sergeant Smith’s quest deserves
more 'than mere, passing mention. Two
desperate bandits, O"Brien aud Graves
lay in wait and slew ip cold blood a
couple of miners, Fred Clayson and*L.
Reife; these had miade their pile and
were bound for the 'distant ‘outside.’
With them were Lineman Oleson of the
Telegraph service, and he too was.
slaughtered in the silent waste whére
the bandits never dreamed of a Nemises

Yet O'Brien .was caught and hanged
He had evillently mupdefed his M-J

their position a terror by day aund night.
Yet they never abandoned ‘their frail
craft. It was past June ere they reach.
ed the river’s mouth, and started for
Bt, Michael’s ,another ninety mijlés off.
The. bay was full- of towering floes,
so that the canoe Bad fréquently to be
dragged - with barmess. Often the two
officers’ wquld go down through' a soft
spot, up to the meck in the icy water,
Tor many . days they had nothing to
drink but tea made from the brackish
water of Behring Sea; and constant
watch had to be kept lest an off-shore
breeze "haul them out into the ocean.
On reaching St. Michael’s they had ae-
complished a journey of scventeem hun-
dred miles! And every human habita-
tion along that route had been visited,
for they were trailing their man all the
way, At St. Michael’s it was found
that the fugitives had gone to Nome and
taken steamer thence to Seattle. Thith-
er followed the indefatigable  Smith in
search of his witness—only to find there
%rﬁm_.ulling him. that the murderer
rien had, after all, been comvicted
-without the longsought testimony. -
This is bhut a samplo of thess men’s

in June 1902, committed by the Freach
Canadians, . Victor Fournjer and Edou-
ard La -Belle. The former was a“well-
known desperado; La. Belle had Yeen a
decent citizen until he met Fournier.
Both -had gambled ' away sych gold ‘as
they had won, and mow planned to go
up the Yukon to White Horse and there
lie in wait for rich -passengérs whom
they might murder .on the way down
river to Dawson. g

Their victims were three of théir own
countrymen, who readily agreed to the
price for the down river trip. While in
camp near the mouth of the Stewart
river, however, l.a Belle deliberately
killed two of the unfortunates with his
rifle, and Fournier shot the third. Not
until two years later did the river give
up the bodies of the victims. The police
set to work: with -characteristic vigor;
for, as I have shown, they keep track
of all travellers along the Yukon.

Fournier. was lacated in Dawson but
La Belle was apparently lost on the
‘outside.” Then began a man-hunt such

as the police o fthe wilderness love best.
La Belle had time tu get thousands of
miler away, vol Dafective W 1. “’r\lsh.l

name respected throughout the wilder-
ness, 3

—

important Questions . Before
; Dist.

Japanese

Tokio, Dec. - .—~The Japanese diet
will . assemble to-morrow for its twen-
ty-fourth session, and the number cf
extremely grave .questions which will
confront .it ‘promiise to make the session
one of unusual importance. The oppo-
sition is prepared to vigorously oppose
the budget formally decided spon by the
imperial council a few days ago, and
which contemplates large retrenchment
in the public expenditures.

The emigration question promises to
be prolific of partisan debata. The pro-
gressive party has already announced its
determination to promote an active cam-
paign in the diét against the govern-
ment’s restrictive policy and to support
the emigration companies whose busi-
ness is imperiled by Toreign Minister
Hayashi’s action in exercising vigeress
control over their opératioms, particu-
larly in limiting the sending of laborers
to the United States and Canada.




