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CHAPTER XVI
A NOBLE BAVAGE—RUM AND RHE
ING MYSTERY

Corduroy” Mik
saddle and piit
and Dick Nelson
ward
Kit.

The scout had been struck
the Indian’s first shot, and hise
and even his horse’s sid
the blood that
during his degg
to his feet rach

you can only stop the
tap my ladian iriend made.’
““ You thought you were off]

s ‘gg:” eried Corduroy Mike, §

Indian, but the c e did
for he was surveying |
&0 ap roach ¢
features ¢ ‘
“ Here, Dick
dirty hide to b
the prisoner’s

* Don’s
eredit for b
pever had a
ha&dn't been |
Kiowa ge
shown me a «
4 valuable
that th-
good thing *

From this Ind
difficulty in

bomeward.

“But I saw the
Hatchet and strike it int
Kiowa,” said Kit.

* Ugh—but he take him o
the savage.

“Whas! Why does Biack
after be has said ¢

‘“No good that war,” said
with ashrug of his shoulders &
done credit to a Frencoman,
®o plunder !”

** Bad paying spec—couldn’s
eh?” said Kit, gravely, then rep
pibbliaw.” (Not

It was most ludicsous to se
look of contempt which overs
face as he rubbed the paims o
gether and then swept them ¥
to express the utter lack of
which his people laboured.

“Kakego! Just one Littl
woman,” he said, in s dread

Vhat? Say that again *
Kit, sfyinging toward the spe
Indian doubtless thinking he
that sympathized in his distres:
peated the plaintive words wig
elocution eifect than before,

»
folly.”” “"Mike, give me a hoisy
way have they gone, old "Pate}

**Texas—DBrazos !” said the
ins south, .

“* Now, Took a here, "Patch

to your camp. We want to

it of a white woman that
much, If youlead us thoere
ali over with hairpjpe and bras
Black Bear and Lone Wolf will
shoW their noses when you're
dandy you will be—we'll give
rel of rum, and so much sugs
squaws ia $he tribe’ll be runn
like bees. 'Will you do it?"

*Yes, yes!"” said the nob
eyessnapping with pleasure anc
watering. “‘I go—I take you.

¢ Kit look put for nm. Hel
ing notes of our force ever
captored. He may only §
ambush,”

““ We must take the risks,
We can’t get near them withog
know,” said Kit; then turnig
dian :

* Now, 'Patchy, you know v
if youdo righs. If you do wr§
uswe'll cut you in pieces and i

of rattiesnakes

his threat was the most tey
Kit could bave invented, and
seen in the startled lodk of the

*“You can’tdo w
ing, for I have a bird-
everything, Listen—he is talk
zsow.”

The professor at this hint ti
to the ear of the-  Indian w
accents.

“T'll see you, Old Patchy.
T1l tell master.”

Thete is no use in describm
and terror of the savage, His
Kit increa-ed to adorati I
either a most tremendo
Great Spirit himself,
double sense.

*‘Sling him on his horse,
hold of voe lasso.”

The savage was placed on
bound to his seat, but he di
mind the operations going o
eyes were fastened on Kit
mous soul seemed to be Lursts
pression of some great t

Kit noticed tne struggle.

*If you -have anything #q
speak. I ain’t proud.”

“Great chief,” said the Ind
Kit. “’Patchy no see no sugs

% Well put mn, 'Patchy. |
you're a sinsible man.” roared {
and amid the laughter of thec
the neck of his brandy flask 3
of the noble warrior, who thre
with the flask bettom up, as i
an observation .of the sun's
allowed she liquor to gurgle
his capacious throat.

**How's that, 'Patchy, fq
Iangbed Kit. *‘That's bets
mesca, ain’t it?”’

Patchy bent his head forw
the empty flask on the grou
shusting his ponderous jaws

htand anticipation.
¢ ! big chi
bottle!” he said, nodding #

- flask, but his gentle insinuatio

fal, sod shey started on theis
Insgend of going straight
Kit's desire, atth
$ation  of Professor Dormoy
Nelson, they tarned ou
- some ‘distance to a dee
0! of which lay the
jow of the firm of Dom
n - pursued by the
ationed, the two sperters
irom the trail invo ¢
g but the light ot their
em, and

gon avd gil

m oridded el g




