6

i

.ROLFF =-
== HOUSE

: Y 4
G. H. BENEDICT.

bbb d bbb b b bbb

-l-++-z-~’-'r+++'r++°-+++++'r"++++++ ;

naipn vainly sought to
2im.

“No, no, Ralph™ he said,
were discussing the matter in the Of'
fice, “l1 can see no gleam of hope in
this matter. I tell you our case is com-
pletely riddled. There
a show. Everything depended on there

being no direct witnesses against us. |
Owing to my cursed recklessness and |
of the most ordinary forethoughe, |
not only has |
but has |

want
that
knowledge
been the means of
clues against us

worked wrong I put
fidence in the war shu
and in his weakness of character. I

infernal traitress
of all our plans;

furnishing other

never expected to see him show .&u(‘hl
too bad—too bad! |
I can see |

wvigorous fight. It's
We are dooms
4t. 1 dare not conte
quences. Unle
ful turns up—but, no,
hope It is idle for us to delude
selves. Fate is against us,
been for that devil-haunted house—
Raiph, I am growing
Yes, yes—popular legend 'is right
None but a Rolff can ever inherit that
property Don’t tell me—look
every plan we have set in motion has
been foiled in some strange
terious manner.
tical. Some occult
against us. We must giv
We must se yurselves,

“But what are we to d¢
Ralph.

“1 don't
think—I must
away, 1 suppose.”

‘What, and give up
without a single manly blow? 1 would
rather do anythink than that How do
we know but that, by making a good
fight, there is hope for us yet?

“No, no, Ralp my spirit is hopeful
—t00 hopeful generzlly; but it is mad-
ness to deceive ourselves on this print
They can send me to prison it's a

:d to be beaten

plate the conse-

power 1is
e up the fight,
if we ean.”

* demanded
I must

know yet, Ralph.

everything,
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encourage

as they |

isn't & ghost of |

Everything has |
too much con- |
tting off Claude, |

s something more hope- |
there can besno |
our- |
If it hadn't |

superstitious, |

how |
and mys- |

1 have been too scep- |
leagued |

think. We can run |
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If you have Backache you have
Kidncy Dis«‘.«\\t‘ ”‘\’m nt"gied
Backache it will develop mo
something worse—Brighit s Dise
ease or Diabetes, There is no
use rubbing and doctoring your
back. Cure ti.e kidneys. There
is only one kidney medicine but
it cures Backache every tine—

Dodd’s
Kidney
Pills

stunnea oy the adsconcing of Antnony
Saybrook, the flight of that individual
and the consequent derangement of the
plans he had cherished, he was too
honest not to see that these events did
not the least affect the opinion he had
held of Claude. To change his attitude
now was to convict himself of hasty
and unreasonable judgment, and to lay
himself open to the suspition of belng
merely mercenary, and the bluff,
wrong-headed old fellow was not It
the least disposed to make such ad-
missions, and, as has been stated, re
buffed Claude’s approaches with even
more than his former curtness.

b |
CHAPTER XXXIL

The events drtalled in the past chap-
ters had occupled the fall months, and
winter had again arrived

For awhile, Claude found occupation
enough to keep himself from total de-
spondency. He had much to do to
straighten his affairs, but under the ad-
vice and with the assistance, of lawyer
Halstead, he was enabled to eet ob-
ligations falling due by issuing new

S0 WisseO L0 Caiiy WIlA Dun the as-
surance that she could be his, and
only his, while life lasted.

This letter he entrusted to old Carl
to deliver and bring him an answer
#nd in the course of two or three days
the old fellow handed him the follow-
ing brief reply from Rosa:

My Dearest Claudo: It was not
wrong for you to vwrite to me; nor can
3 think it wirong for me to reply this
once without my mother's Knowledge
Yor I think she would give her consent
most readily. My heart bleeds for you,
and my life is very, very sad; but my
[duty is plain. It is very good and no-
{ble of you to be so considerate, after
@ll the illtreatment you have suffered.
iDo not despo Do not be unhappy.
Do not do wroug to yourszelf by being
‘misanthropic. These clouds will yet
depart. We shall yet be h. ! ¥. I shall
flove you always, and be . ful till
death; and should you wait for me,
your reward will not be denied, if I
ilive till the day that makes me free
{to be the misiress of my own heart
You speak of going away. I cannot
control or advise you; but remember
how unhappy I shall be not to see you
even at a distance occasiondlly; and do
not do anything reckless. Believe me,
ever fondly and faithfully, your own

Rosa.

These sweet words came like a bless
ing and a prophecy of hope to the
young man. But he was resolved on
not staying longer than he could help
in the little village. He felt that the
only thing that could enable i = to
bear the sorrow and disappointment
wringing his heart was excitement and
aotion. His country was in the throes
of ‘a terrible wa.r, disaster had fallen
upon her arms; the call for help from
all patriotic sons resounded through
the land. Claude was naturally of &
generous nature In which the spirit
of patriotism would find easy root. He
felt that his country needed his ser-
vices, and his restless, eager nature,
fretting under disappointed hope, was
ready to face any danger or bear any
privation that would supply stimulus
to his moping spirits. He put himself
in communication with the military au
thorities of the State, and/’ havlng the
opportunity to take a position as’or
derly, in which he surmised he could
render efficient service, he resolved to
accept it, and give his services to his
eountry.

With this resolve he made hurried
preparations to settle his business ak
fairs. He determined to install old Carj
and Margaret in the great house again;
made careful arrangements for the dis

If your stomach is upset or in any
way out of order—if food seems dis-
tasteful to you—if acidity, burning
“or fullness of the stomach prevents
you from havmg an appetite—if you
wish to eat and eat well—take, be-
» fore each meal a wine glassful of

- a&’s T

"VIN STMICH‘EL 5

ST. MICHAEL'S WINE)

It will create an appet1te and restore to the
palate that lost relishing taste for food.

It will make the digestive organs
act naturally and properly digest the
food eaten,whether your stomach is
in good order or not. No matter if

you are youngor old, sick or healthy
VIN ST. MICHEL
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ead is too sharp
he has got against
criming al suit—see

mortgages and disposing of outlying
portions of the estate
Claude went through with all this

Cut Stone

posmtion of lils property, if he should
never return; and, on the apprcach of

everything—

and go out

Hang it!

would won't
to. You
and

in some ‘

but
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wointed as Nalph
e 9f the plans
yw#lliant for-
combat his
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nisfortune
er Claude had s¢
was skiliful and
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a vigorous fight; |

i1 win

was prepared to

Arry-

ts-that he woul
and apparently
every inch of
fending his character and holding on
to the property he had so strangely
aAcquired
Finally the ‘day arrived
great suit of Rolff vs
10 be opened., There
excitement over it,

an easy vie-

Baybrook was

and the court-room
was thronged. But, when the cage waa
called there was no response froth thae
defence. Inquiry was made, and'it was
found that Ralph Saybrook was at
home: but he stated that his father had
saddled his horse and riddea from town
the previous night and had not return-
od He did not know where ‘he had
gone or how soon he would return. For
himseif, he could only say that the
management of the estate was entirely
in kis father’s hands; he knew little ot
nothing of the matter; and he was not
grepared to put in any answer till his
father's return.

The cose was postponed
passed by, and Anthony Saylbrook did
not reappear, It became evideént that he
Sad run away to escape the conse-
wquences of his crooked acts, and re
Judgment went agalinst him by defsult

Ralph Saybrook kad not been sued
Joinsly with his father, as suggested by
Claude's lawyers, for the reason thal
ithe young man considered the fathes
the instigator and manager of the

but, as days

swhnole scneme of rraud, and pessesSed
200 fine a sense of honor to allow it to
e said of him that he desired to injure
anybody out mere spirit of jealousy.
Having asserted his right to his patri
wunony, and secured a reversal of all the
‘wrong attempted against him, he wa
ot disposed to be reveng: “ul. His hat.
ved vanished, and, in its place, came a
dull apathy and melancholy. He had
ssucceeded—but to what purpose? H
abased himself to make another appeal
to farmer Bruyn; but only to be rudely
rebuffed. The old man was of too ob
stinate & nature to yield éasily in &
matter where he had committed him-
self so strongly and Claude made the
anistake of showing too great eager
wess, and going to him before the dis
@®ust and disappointment at the failure
©f the schemes he had set such great
‘store by had worn off. ' Farmer Bruyn
«did not fack in a certain coarse kind of
seonscientiousness. He ‘had really dis
strusted and suspected Claude’s charac-
ster, and flattered himself that his ef-
foris to control Rosa's future had been
sactuated by a fatherly regard for hee
wwellars,

Though surprized,apd plmos

utmost

asted on the |

ground in de- |

when the |

was much publie

business wearlly and mechanically,
His health had been restored in a mea-
sure; and, feeling himself once more
master of Rolff House, his pride and
spirit returned, subdued only by the
experiences he had passed through
The career of study and travel he had
marked out for himself had come to
a sudden end; he could not interest
himself in the business and pleasures
of the littie place; and his ardent spirit
fretted and scured under the ill-for
tune that seemed to baulk his chief
dewire. There was but one object that
now absorbed his hopes and ambition
—and that object was gweet, patient
faithful Rosa Bruyn. The young man’s
short experience as a student of art
abroad, and the knowledge that he

> | Yas shyt out for the time from all hope

of carrying but his ambitious projects,
had dulled the edge of his enthusiasm
for travel and study, and it was natu-
ral, at his years, that, foiled in every
other outlet to his abundant energy
and spirit, he should surrender himself
completely to the beguiling passion of
love

He could dream only of Rosa Rrusn.
He caught a furtive glimpse of her oc«
casionally, and saw she was growing
fairer, though paler than of yore, and
with a mein of settled sadness that cut
him to thre heart. How-.willingly could
he now resign every other thought af
ambition or happiness to throw him-
Belf at her feet!

Claude could not once more
communicating with her He wrote
her a long, passionate letter, bewaliling
the fate that separated them, declars
ing his unchanging love, and vowing
that he would be faithful forever, and
would walit while life lasted for For-
tune to smile on fheir happiness and
crown their union. He wished her to
give him a like pledge, for he had plans
in view that might take him from the
place for years; indeed, he might never
return: but, whatever fale overtook.

resist
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the New Year, was ready to join the
army at its winter headguarters.

But he recollected his promise to be
at the old vault on New Year's day,
and so delayed his departure for a few
days

The first day of the New Year soon
arrived, and Claude proceeded to the
old house to observe whether the ex-
pected sign had appeared on the door
of the old vault. He had ot entered
the old mansion before since his de-
parture for Europe. \

It was with a beating heart, and
many recollections crowding on hbmn,
that he again traversed the old hall,
and procuring a light, proceeded down
to the old cellar.

Entering it, he was quickly &t the
door of the old vault. Here the (races
of Leb. Backett bortive attempt to
break into it attracted his attention for
a moment. Then, casting his eye scru-
tinizingly over the door, he noticed in
each of the four corners a small white
cross, plainly painted on the dark
stone,

It was the sign his aunt had told
him to await. - At last, the time had
arrived when the secret of the old vault
was to be removed The prohibition
had ended. He recalled to mind the
mysterious roll his aunt had given him,
and resolved to proceed at onuce to
learn its contents.

To be Continued.

DISTRICT DOINGS.

CHARING CROSS.

Miss Eliza Walker left on Monday
for a 'week's visil with her sister,
Mrs. L. MeBrien, Berlin, Ont.

Rev. W. R. George, of Lranton, is
visiting friends here.

Mrs. Wm. Felton and {family, of
Cleveland who has been spending a few
days at Mr. Arthur Walker’s, left to-
day to visit relatives in 'l‘oronlo.

Miss Cora Meloche entertained
of her friends at a birthday party re-
cently.

Fred. W. Shearing,
C. R. night operator here for two
yeurs, leaves Friday for Dutton, Ont.,
to accept a siumilar position.

Miss Lydia Broadbent, of South Bux-
ton, is visiting her cousin, Miss Eva
Humnter.

Wm. Walker

Rev. W. R. George,
Occupy the pulpit at St
church next Sunday morning

who has been M.

was in town to-day.
of Granton, will
George's

= —

JEANNETTE'S CREEK.

Rev. Mr

ductory sermon on Sunday to
congregation,

Miss Annie Rath,

a large

of Crompion, is &
guest of her sister, Mrs. R. Venniong.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Howe and daugh-
ter, Miss Ida, of Barbarton, are guesis
of Mrs. Howe.

Mrs. Whitehead, of Bay City,
is visiting her niece, Mrs.
Shaw.

The drainage pump is running night
and day.

The G. T. R. will build four new
houses for their section men here.

Mr. Batz, of New York City, spent
a few ddys here last week the mmnt
of his cousin, Mrs, Kontz,

Miss Hamlin ,of Detroit, was Agmﬁt
of her sister Mrs. G. Rraume, from
Thursday until Monday.

Cherry pickers are numerous in our
village just now.

8. Garbett hac found his horse.

lLoecal Orangemen will go to Wind=
sor to celebrate the 12th.

Mps. Frank Ouellette and daughter,
Miss Kathleen, of Stoney Point, were
guests of Mrs. C. F. Ouelletto last
week.

Mich.,
Milton
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Minard's  Liniment for sale every-
where. !
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a few

£ Geo. Stephens & Douglas
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Buy
Massey-ﬂarrls

Binder
Mower
Rake
or
Tedder
And you get the best
’\Iachme in the world.

Sold by
Geo. Stephens & Douglas

General Hardware and
Implement Merchants.

P.S. A splendid Map of Western Ontario given
away with every purchase of “Our Superior” Binder
Twine. No other twine at the price on the market
works so satisfactorily.
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Down preached his inire- )

This is the time when the new wheels are
creating a great deal of talk. No enthus-
iast has better foundation for claims for the
excellence of his favorite than those who

talk of the
“ Hyslop

It's a wheel made for service and easy rid-
ing. The price is lower than first-class
‘wheels have sold for in the past.

Wm. Gray & Sons Co’y., Limited
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We keep the best In
stock at right
vloos.

JOHN H. OLDERSHAW

Thames Sireot, Next
Police Station
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We are Back Again to

REGULAR PRICES
With the Best Work in
the City. Goods Called
for and Delivered.

i,

o

Parisian Steam Laundry

Co.
Telephone 20
B o m
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Sewer Pipe
Cements %

Lime

At Lowest Prices.

KING STREET WEST,

Opp. Piggott’s Lumber
$ vard, Chatham
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J. & J. Oldershaw %
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Meoet Me atSomerville's

For a Glass of
Ice Cream and i
: Soda Water

Known as the Best in

TOOIn S,
Refreshing, foaming Soda Water with
exquisite Fruit Flavors.

Somerville's

Restaurant and Luncb Rooms

King st, - ‘Phone 36
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Town.
Pure, rich Ice Cream, made by the most
perfect apparatus im absolutely clean
i

Gibson !

Finishes all his work
on absolutely perma-
nent paper which is
of the highest Art
value.

Studio 29 King St.
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Ask for Minard's auu Lane bv vens




