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‘OLDIERS sent to guard
the summer  residences
of the British Logation
fn the Western Hille
jért their posts during
the night. The bulldings
‘had beexy officially plac-
ed undér the protection
E of the lmperial Govern-
f erpment. In the pre-
arranged absence of the
g /“soldiers the buildings
= were attacked by ‘Box-
and entirely burnt to the
nd’ the soldiers witnessed, if they
Lot assist in the burning. But
Worse events were w happen that
Ky. In the afternoon nuws.{lsﬁed
agh Pekin that Mr. Sugiyama,
baneellor of the Japanese, Le-
d been murdered by’ ( sol-
. heen sent by hig. Min-
MEime to Machia-pu to
Brrival of the troops.
armed and alone in his
yond the Yung-ting Men, the
ff gate on the way to the sta-
fon, he was seized by -the soldiers of
Mung-fuh-siang, dragged from his
eart and done to death in the pres-
ence of a crowd of Chinese who ‘\"it-
nessed his struggles with unpitying
interest and unconcenled satisfac-
tion. A “mafoo” in the service of
the American Legation Wniting'nt
Machia-pu in’ the vain hope of seeing
the train arrive, was warned to quit
there speedily, and was cursed for Le-
ing in the service of the foreigners.
He rode to the Yung-ting Men, where
he saw the foreigner dead and muti-
ted, but was not permitted to en-
ter, and, riding furiously, he came
round by another gnte and 80 breath-
Jess into the Legation. Mr. Narahara,
the second Secretary, at once went
%o the Yamen, but no attempt was
made to recover the body. The heart
was cut out, and there is every rea-
son to believe was sent as a trophy
to the savage General Tung-fuh-siang
himsell. No attempt was ever made
to recover the body, and the follow-
ing morning my servant, sent by me
wo inquire, found his mutilated body
ronghly covered with earth at the
place where it had been murdered.
One log was exposed, and children,
4o th» amusement of thelr elders, were
poking at it with sticks.

A decree published after the mur-
der attributed the crime to the ac-
tlon of desperadoes outside the city
whereas It was notorious that the
murder was committed by the soldiers
of Tung-fuh-siang, the favorite bodv-
guard of the Empress Dowager. In
another deciee General Nieh was cen-

B B e BBk

5 ers”

5

mand and maki

well the m

Jished his r

roubles at Cho-chan aind on the rail-
way, and with suhlime effrontery at-
tributed the disasters not to. the
“Roxers’ but to the foreizn-drijled
woldiers of General Nieh. Telegraph
leommunication by every route had
been cut. Almost the last of the ser-
vants who were not Christians had
fled from their mastors.

On the 12¢h o deputation, consist-
ing of Chi Hsiu, 2 member of the
Grand Couneil and newly appointed
to the Yamen, Hsu Ching-cheng, the
ex-Minister the “Boxer” leader
Chao Shu-chiao, and another Manchu,
called upon the British Minister. Chi
Hsin made a long address, his theme
being the enduring nature of the
friendship between China and Eng-
Jand and the duty which China has

always recognized as a sacred ol»li-_
members oI |

‘gation to protect the
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the Legations who were her guests

and the strangers within her walls.
Chi Heiv assured the Minister
th> movement was at an end, that all
was now tranquil, and that there
was no more reascn to fear. Yet the
very next day Baron Von Ketteler
himself captured a “Boxer” from amid
the crowd in Legation street. He
carried the consecrated headpiece,

that |

and was armed with a sword. Round |

his waist he had a belt containing n
galisman of yeilow ‘paper smeare:
with mystic red symbols, by which
he was rendered “impermeahle
to foreign bullets.” And
the afternoon the “Boxers™ cime
dowi in foree from the
north of the city a the burning oi
for: ign buildings bogan,

Th: ory arosr (it the Doxers ¢
comtng. Evary man ran to his post, o
cordon was esta ol =h:d rowm the for
eign quarber and o one was vHowvaed
to pass. ards were on wateh at all
the Lrgations, "tut  their numbers
spreadd over SO many posts were very
inadequnte, and they wer: still
thor roduced by the guanrds detachisd
‘for® duty at th: Dei-tangx Cathedenl,
whore, three miles distant within the
Imperial City, woere eanthewd in th
one great compound M. Favier, the
3ichop, his coadjutor, Mar. Jdarlin,
missionaries and lay bhroth rs, the
ters of charity and a vast concourse
of Christian relugees, ostimeataed
2,000, who had fled from the mecsiceon
In the country.

A guard of five
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to the Belgian Legation. The-Xu
trians, with their mechine gun, com
panded th: Customs street, evding to
o north: the Lialinns, with o
pounder, commatid tha =i
gtreet to the cast. The Driti
their Norcenfeldt swept the
street to the nosth ani the
bridge, the Ru-si Were
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Story of the Siege of

ished to the London Times.
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roal"'qfhe Tungz-tang, or east Cathe-
dral,shot flames into the sky. The
old G?een Church in the northeast of
the city, the London Mission build-
ings, the handsome pile of the Amer-
fcan Board Mission, and the entire
fe buildings belonging to the Im-
perial’ Maritime Customs in_the east
city burned throughout the“night. 1t
was an appalling sight.

Late in the night a large party of
“Boxers,” bearing torches, were seen
moving down Customs street towards
the Austrian Legation. The machine
gun mounted was in waiting for
them. They were allowed to come
within 150 yards in the open street
near the great cross road, and then
the order was given and tha gun
rained forth death. It was a grateiul
sound. The torchrs disapprared. They
and none, we thought, could have es-
caped. Eagerly we went forth to
count the dead. exvecting to  find
them in heaps. But there was not one
dead. The gun had been aimed very
wide of the mark. Two hundred yards
north of tha “*Poxers” thore is a place
where, 30 feet above the level rond,
the telegraph wires crossed to® the
station. Next morning they were
found to have* hern cut by the Aus-
trian fire. The only persons who sof-
fered injury were po e waylarers
two miles up the stroet. There
be little doubt that this fivsco helped
to confirm the *“Ponxers” in a belief
in thelr invulnerability.

The Tung-tang, or east Cathedral,
having been burned, it was clear
that the Nun-tung, the south Cathe-
dral, was in danger. ’ere Garrigues
the aged priest of the Tung-tong

had refused to leave his post and had | shops, Lhe silk and fur. the satin and !

perished in the fiames. Put the
fathers and sisters at the Nan-tang
might yet be saved. Their lives were
in great peril; it was necessary
to act quickly. | party of French
gentlemen, led by 0O Iliche, of the
French Legation, and accompanied by
M. and Mmei. Chamot, rode out at
night and early the [ollowing morn-
ing safely escorted to the hotel every
member of the mission—Pere d’Addosio
and his two oolleagues, a French
brother, five sisters of charity, and
some twenty native nuns of the Or-
der of Josephine. They were rescued

just' in time. Bcarcely had they reach- |

ed a place of safety when the
did edifice they had forsaken
flames. To the sky

splen-
was in
wreathrd
destruction, not of a a
nation,
nngl Schaal, with its memorinl  tab-
let' given to the cathedral by the EKm-
peror Kang Hsi, was ruthlessly sacri-
ficed. It continueti burning al Vs
the region round {t, the chiel Catho-
1 ntre of Peki@»being also burnt.
o ore destroyved  and

ds put to the

faith, but of

kept. Streets with-
defended were kept
clear, were thrown up
and évery
defence - whichi

cmed inevitable,

though there was still hope that re-!
before it |

inforcements would arrive
was too late. Pobstal couriers were
prevented from pnssing through the
enemy’s lines, and only the scantiest
information reached us from outside.
During the evening “Boxers” were
killed on the north bridge endeavoring
to rush the British sentries.

On the 15th rescue parties
sent out by the American and Rus-
sinn Legations in the morning, and
by the British and German Legations
in the afternoon, to save, if possible,
native Christians from the burning
rains around the Nantang. Awful
sichts were witnessed. Women  and
children were hacked to pieces
trassed like-fowls, with
oars
nese
liefs
rinth

were

n S and
Christians accompanied the
amd ran about in the laby-
amnd network of streets
Christians to come out from their
hiding-places, A1l through the night
the massacre  had  continued, and
“Poxers” were even now  shot red-
handedt  aty their bloody  work. But
their work was still igeomplete, and
many hundre of women and chil-
dr had eseaped. They came ont of
their hiding-places,  cro T them-
8¢ 'I\sw' and |||(-;|‘l'|n|:','():' merey. It was
a most pitifal =icht, :
diers on the wall witness
thoey had with eallous hearts witno
ed the massacre without ever
i a hand to save, Daring the @
nichts of the 13th and t4th, Duke
the brother of Prince Tuan. and
Shn-chino, of the T r-1i-Yo-
men, had followed ronnd in their earts
to gloat over the spectacle. Yet the
Chinese. Government were afte r
to Jdeseribe this masterpic , tlone
der official erervision b the very
walls of the Tmperial Pala the
handiswork of local handitti,
More than 1,200 of tho
xees  were escorted by the
to a place of safety.
were wounded, many were
Yol recognition. Al had
losts of everything they possessed in
the world. They were given  quag-
in the patace grounds of Prince
Su, opposite the Rritish  Legation.
Among them was the  aged mother
and the nephow
cently Minister to
NN
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of them wounded. o the forqign le-
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humanity that was denied tliem by
their own people. As thdy patrol was
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passing a Taoist temple on the way,
a noted “Boxer” meeting-place, cries
were heard within. The temple was
forcibly eniered. Native Christlans
had come within a restricted space,
were found there, their hands tied be-
hind their backs, awalting execution
and torture. Some had already been
put to death, and ;their bodies were

still warm an 16 In% All were
shockingly mulilinbed. heir fiendish
murderers :wer8 at- their incanta-

tions, b 1ng incense hefore  their
gods, ofiering Christians in s:crifice
to thelr angered deities. They shut
themselves within the tempie, but
their defence availed them nothing,
Every one of them, 16 in all, was in
“Boxer” uniform armed with sword
and lance. Retribution was swiflt:
every man was shot to death without
mercy.

In the afternoon a fire broke out
in the forelgn drug stewe in the native
city outside the great gnte of the
Chien Men. It was the work of “Box-
ers,” done while the soldiers were
looking on. In order to burn the for-
eign drug store and do the foreigners
| a few pounds’ worth of damage, they
did not hesitate to jropardize by fire
property worth millious of  pounds.
and that is what happened. Adjoi
ing buildings took fire, the flames
spread 1o the  booksellers’  street,
and tha mott interesting street
in Chtnn, filled with
| rerqlls, manuscripts  and

books, was guttad from

end. Tire licked up
house. and soon the conflagration
| was the most disastrons ever known
in China, reducing to ashes the rich-
est part of Pekin, the pearl and jewel

printed
end to
house after

embroidery stores, the great curio
shops, the gold and silver shops, the
melting houses, and nearly ail that
was of the highest value in the me-
tropolis. Irreparable was the dam-
age done. From the street below
the fire spread to the central outer
Chien Men gate, which directly faees
the Jmperial Palace, and which is
oniy thrown open for the passage of
the Emperor. An imposing temple
crowns this wali: it was engulfed in
the conflagration. The great tiled
roof with its upturned gables fell
with a erash of falling worlds, while
great volumes of smoke spread like a
pall over the Imperial Palace, fore-
boding the doom of the Imperial
house. Tt was a sight never to be
forgotten.

wWhile the fire was in progress
another broke out in the houses at
| the end of Legation street, and the
trinmphal archway was consumel
Fear of fire was to be added to other
dangers assailing us.

Early on th» morning' of the 20th a
meoting of the diplomatic body was
hold at th» French Legation. No reply
h:s been received from tho Tsung-li
Yamen to th» request for an audience,
and th~ proposition that all the Min-
isters =h ro to the Yamen found
no secolli Had
thare would have occurrved one of the
{ most appalling gnassacres on record.
| Two chairs later left for the Yamen.

In th> firsy was the German Minister,

Baron ‘von Ketteler, who had this

advantage over the other Ministers,

that he spoke Chinese Tfluently. In
the second was the Chinese Secretary
lnf the German Legation, Mr. Cordes.

News travels quickly in DPekin. Not
! many minutes later my btoy burst into
{ my office— ** Any man spaankee have
| makee kill German Minister!” It

was true. Gorman Minister had
| ASSUSS Ly an  Inperial
| officer. The secretary had  been
| grievously wounded, but, running for

his life, shot at by o hundred rifles,
had escaped ay if by a mirne'o, !
patrol of fifteen men under  Count
Soden, gh(- commander, went out to
recover the body. Fire:d on by Chinese
soléiers from every side, they were
forced to retire. Lying ill in hospital,
Mr. Cordes made this

i Graphtic Statement,
¢ On the afternoon of the

June T was rent to thic 'fsun
| men Dy Baron Von Ketieler,
‘tln- previoas day, to demand

more the withdrawal of the Kan-suh

troops of Tungfulh-sinng stationed at

a distance of a few paces from

posts in the electric light works. The

secretary who received me, and whom

I had known for many years,

nervoius. There  had
in tiie position,

4. The fore admirals el taken

Takn forts, aad it would be
very hard to keep the Chinese troops

in hand., Di sion seemed useless. 1

left my mes for Yung Lu, the

trand Seeretary, Commander-in-Chief,
aml came away. At 5 o'clock the ul-
| timatum of the Tsong-Li-Yamen was
sent to the Ministe sivingg them 2t

!lnm\“ notice to PPekin. Believ-
ying the note to have bheen inspired by
an access of maudaess and hoping that
China might still he  amenable  to
reason, Baron Vien Ketteler sent o
note in the evening to the Yamen
asking for an interview with  the
Pri s amd Ministers of the Yamen
at a. nn the following
The signed receipt i note
now in ‘the German ion.
ﬂw morning of the 20th, no word hav-
inz come [rom the Yamen that .the
Princes amd Ministers would un-
able to receive mv. Minister,
Von Ketteler, aft
with the o‘her )il
out for the Yawmen
armed escort
officer anl
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Mon-street. |

close to the police station on- the
left. T was watching a cart with
some lance bearers passing belore
the Minister’s chair, when suddenly
I saw a sight that made my heart
stand still. The Minister’s chair was
three paces in front of me. I saw a
banner soldier, apparently a Manchu,
in fuli uniform, with a mandarin’s
‘hat with a button and blue feather,
step forward, present his rifle with-
in a yard of the chair window, level
it at the Minister’s head and fire.
I shouted in terror, “Halt,” at the
same moment

The Shot Rang Out.

the chairs were thrown down. 1
sprang to my feet. A shot struck me
in the lower part of my body. Others
were fired at me. 1 saw the Minister’s
chair still standing, but there was

4o movement. One moment’s hesita-

‘tion would have been fatal.
wounded as I was, fifty paces to the
north, and turned down the street
to the east, a lively rifle fire follow-
ing me. Looking bac~k I saw the Min-
ister’s chair still standing. There
was no sign of life. Believing myself
to be in the street leading to the
Tsung-Li-Yamen, I ran on, thinking
to report what had happened, and
perhaps find protection. But it was
not the street. Two men, armed with
lances, pursned me, but, learing 1
was armed, left me. Then I resolved
| to try and reach the American Mis-
| sion buildings near the Hata Men
Gate. Dripping with blo»l I draggeed
mysell along, often down crowded
streets filled with Chinese who wit-
nessed my struzgle without pity and
without emotion, and without even
replying to my question as to the
direction. I overheard one man re-
mark, “A foreigner who has ot his
deserts.” Then in a quiet road, «
peddler,  more humane  than  his
countrymen, gave me the d'reetion,
and in half an hour after
the murder of my Mwister I reached
tha Ameriean Mi-sioa. pud fell faint-
ing nt the entrance. MY wounds weee
dressed and I was carcied back to thae
(‘-ﬂl'm'lu'I,r;::‘i‘nn. #* % * In conclu-
sion, T affirm that the assassination
of th: German Minister was a delib-
erately planned, prem~ditated murder,
done in obedience to thoeders of  the
lhi;:h Government officials by an Im-
! perial bannerman.

Surh was the
Heinrich Cordes,

I ran,

statement of Mr.
the Chinese Secre-
tary. There was no more question
about leaving for Tien-Tsin.
The Chinese NStory.
in the day the Yamen,
indifferent to the gravity of
ition created by the Govern-
ment, 1t an impudent despatch to
the German Legation to the effect
that two Germans hal been proceed-
ing in chairs along the Hata Men
street, and at the mouth of the
street leading to  the  Tsung-li-Ya-
men one of themy had fired upon the
crowd. The Chinese had retaliated and
he had been killed.

They wished to know his name. No
reply was sent, for it was felt to

Later
dent!y
' the

men knew whom they had murdered
Woeks passed before the boiy was
recovered, and it was not until July
8th that any official reference was
made to the murder. In the course
of the morning a despatch was sent
to the Diplomatic Body in reply to
the answer they had sent to the
ultimatum of yesterday. The ecoun-
try, it is said, between Pekin and
Tien-Tsin was overrun with brigands,

isters to go there. They should, there-
fore, remain in Pekin. 1t is difficult
to write with calmness of the foul
treachery with which the Chinese
were now acting.

Chinese Open Kire.

Four p.m. was the hour given
the ultimatum for the Ministers 1o
vacate their Legations, but the ul-
timatum had been rescinded, and the
Ministers invited to remain in Pekin.
Thus it was hoped that they would be
lulled into a false security. Chinesa
eoldiers were secretly stationed un-
der cover at every vantage point com-
manding the outposts. At 4 p.m. pre-
cisely to6 the minute, by preconcertesd
signal, they opened fire upon the Aus-
trian and French outposts. A krench
marine fell, shot dead through the
forchead. An Austrinn was wounded.
The siege had really begun,

At this time, June 20th, at the op-
ening of the siege, the total strength
of the combined Legation guards
consisted of 18 oflficers and ARY men,
To this insignificant force the entire
foreigin quarter had to trust for its
defence. Fortunately several visitors
or residents had  receiveidl  military
training. and they at once went on
the active list and rendered invalu-
s#ible gervice. A volunteer force num-
hering altogether ™ men, of
whom 31 were Japanese, was
enrolled, and armed with all
available rifles. They added reatly
to the strength of the garrison, tak-
ine wateh and wateh like the regu-
lars, fighting bhehind the barricades,
and never shrinking from auny duty im-
posed upon them.

in

Thoruhill’s Roughs.

There was (also an irregular force
of 50 gentlempn of many nationaities,
who did garrison guaml duty in the
Dritish ation aid wero most use-
ful. They were known, from the gen-
tleman who enrolled them, as *Thorn-
Lill's Roughs,” and they bore them-
selves as the legitimate successors on
foot of Rwosevelt's Roughriders. Arm-
od with 2 variety of weapons, from
g clephant rifle to  the fusil  de

sse with a picture of the Grand
Prix, to all of which carving knives
had Leen lashed as hajonets, they
were known as the “Carving K
Brignde,” They were formidanle ali
| to fricnd and foe. For, all unaccus-
tomed as they wers to the military
art—the most experiencesd them
wias he who had onee witnessed  the
trooping of the c¢olor in St James’
Park—they had a babit of carrying
the knife horizentally over
der, o that when they
1y round the blade swept
"throat of the man behind. Diversity
of language was another difficnlty.
opening of the wall on the south-
extremity: of the T.o-
jon was not a vital poin \ son-
seleeted from the mem
s oof t by do wi
ticnad b . Going {H]
his rounds, the DBriti s of the
whteh stopped here. “=eatineile,”
, in his best Sandhurst
There was no repiy.  Pursing his
month to convey the cerrect’ accent,
he ralsed his voice and repeated
| tinelle,” when a
darkness replied, *
| the h——"s

into the

Vi exs
re

evening

“Saell=
S(
egorrk | and what
that 2" \
The
| Such were the efiective fo
were provided with [four
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near the Belgian Legation and were ‘ Italian

evi- |

be 1 mockery. Only too well the Ya- |

and it would not be safe for the Min- |
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he |
French. |

red voice from the !

“shot

with 120
Coit with

n one-poun‘ler,

rounds, an American
25,000 rounds. an Austrian
machine-gun, and Qa British
five-barrel Nordenfelit, pattern 1S87.
Rifle ammunition was very seanty.
The Japanese had only 100 rounls
apicce, the Russians 1435, and
Italians 120, while the best provid-
ed of the other guards had only
200 rounds per man, none too many
for a sicge, the duration of which
could not be foreseen.

Abandoned Buildings.

Punctually, then, at 4 o'clock Chin-
ese soldiers began [iring upon us
whom they had requested to remain
in peace at Pekin. And immediately
after the Austrian Legation was
abandoned. No eufficient ‘reason has
been given for its abandonment,
which was done ‘so precipitately
that not an article was saved. It
was left to the mercy of the Chin-
ese, and the guard retired to the
corner of Customs lane, leading west
to the Prince’s Palace. This involyv-
ed the sacrifice of Sir Robert Harl's
and all the Customs buillings, and
hastened the advance of ithe Thin-
ese westward. As previously arreu
ed, the American mission
had been abanloned the
for they quite untenable.
the i heir  wives
famili over to the Brilish
Converts to the number
hundreds joined the other
refugees. The captain and 20 Amer-
ican marines returned to the Amer-
ican Legation. By an error of judz-
ment on the part of  the captain
the mission was finally leit in a
panic. Almost nothing was saved,
and nearly all the stores accumu-
lated for a siege were lost. The
Jritish Legation was now thronged.
tarely has - more cosmopol.tan
giathering  been  gathered together
within the limits of one compound.
All the women and chillren were
all the missionaries, - Ameri-
can, British, French and Russian, 2
the Customs staff, the PFrench, Bel-
gian, Russian, American, Spuanish,
Japancse and Italian Ministers anl
their families, the entive anofficial
foreign community of Pekin, with
the exception of M. Chamot, wiao re
mained in his hotel throughout,
though it was in the hottest cornen
of . the besjeged area.
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Preparing for Hostilitics.

When the Austrians withdrew from

their Legation, the British picket on
the North bridge retired to the
main  gate, where o redoubt was
built and the Nordsgfeldt mounted.
Stores were commandeered. Shops
in Legation street. were stripped.
Sniping began and was not discon-
tinuwed till relief came. Late in the
evening Mr. Huberty James, the
professor of  English in the Pekin
University, was killed. He had ren-
dered great services, for it was
through his influence with Prince
Su that the palace had been thrown
open for the Christian refugees.
He seemed to hnve o blind faith in
the Chinese. Prince Su had assured
him that Yung Lu had given him
his word that no soldier would fire
upon a foreigner, and he believed him
with the fatal coflidence that was
his undoing. To cross from the Pal-
ace to the Dritish Legation he
went round by the North bridge.
though he knew that the bridge hiad
been evacuated. On the bridge he
was fired at by a soldier at short
range, ran back apparently unhurt,
and was fired at from another quar-
ter.

e
show

Raised His Hands.
he was unarmed, and fell
into the canal, where volleys
were fired inlo his body from the
water gate under the imperial city
wall. The murder was seen from the
British Legation. Desultory firing
continued through the night. One
Russian  marine was shot dead
through the forehead. In the morn-
ing a letter reached the American
Legation from one of the captains
in the relief column. Dated June 14,
it was written from a point only
35 miles from Poekin. It was a cas-
ual, chatty letter which gave no
indication thnt in the opinion of the
writer there was any need for hurry.
At the British Legation fortifica-
tion began in real earnesi, the re-
fugees working like coolies. Sand-
bags were made by the thousand,
and posts mounted round the Lega-
tion. A way was knocked through
the houses to the Russian Legation,
so that the Americans, if they had to
fall back. could pass through to
the British Legation. During the
day every Legation wias exposed
1o a continuous fire from surrcumd-
ing house-tops, amd in the Of
the British Legation from the cover
in the Imperial Carringe Pack. Chin-
ese put flames to the abandoned
buildings, and the Belgian i antion,
thie Aust n Legation, the Metho-
dist Mission amd some private houses
were buraced.

Sir Clande in
June 22nd opened dis
evening  before  Captain
the Austriah commander, announcedi
that as the senior officer he had
taken command in Pekin. This morn-
ing, hearing  from an irresponsible
American that the American Leaa
tion  way abandoned, he, without
taking steps to verify the
tion, orderel the abandonment
all  the Legations- east of Cai
sireet, detachments 1o fall
back upon the  British Lega tion.
There had been nd  casualties  to
speak of, none of the Legations had
been attacked, and every commander
who received the orler to retr
regarded the action  as madn
Peremptory orders were sent U
Japanese  to  abamdon tho. Prince’s
Palace or I'g e 1 shall heaceforth
call it), y theg rvetiredl to heir
Legation. the British i
nothing was known of
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all their colleagaes, assumad the chief
command. Tie French and Austri-
ans reoccupiced the French Legation,
but the barricasdle in Cnstoms street,
was lost. One Gerinane only was
killed and the position was savedssad
the blunder might have been disas-
trous.

Chinese Incend arism.

It was obvious from tie first that
the great Jdangoer at the British Le-
gation was not so much from rifle-
fire as from incendiarism, [or on
thiree sides tae compound was suf-
rounded by Chinese buildings of »
highly inflammable nature. Deflore
time could be given t) clear an open
space round the Legation, the brill-
ings to the rear of Mr. Cockburn's
house were set on fire, and a3 the
wind was blowing strongly towards
us it seemed as if nothing coull pre-
vent the fire from bursting into the
Legation. Water had to be used
sparingiy for the weils were lower
than they. had been for years, yet
the flames had to bo fought. Bul-
lets were whistling through the
tree Privat» Scadding, the first
Engiishman fall, was killedl while
on wateh on tie stables  near  by.
Men and women lined up and water
was passe:d along in backets  tHh a
small fire engzine that was playel up-
oit the fire. Walls  wuore brokon
through, trees hastily eat down, and
desperate work saved the building.
1t was the first experience ol intouse
excitement. Then the men set Lo
with a will. and till late at night
were demolishing the  temple  and
buildings ontsid: the wall of the Le-
gation. Work was continued in the
morning., but when it was propos wd
to puli down an unimportant buill-
ing in the lHaniin  Ac @ that
abats upon the Legati the,
North, the proposition was veto-
ed. Such desceration, it wis
said, would wound the susceptibili-
ties of th: Chinese Governm~ut. It
was ths most sacred building in
n to
saleguard  the lives of - bele guered
women and children, could nov be
thought of for fear of woupding the
ruseeptibilities of the Chines” Govgrn-
ment! So little the oldest of us
understand the Chinese.

Chinese Kired it.

A strong wind was blowing from th»
Ianlin into th> Legation, the distance
separating th nearest Luilding from
the Minister's residence being only n
few feet. Fire th2 one and the Min-
ister's residence would have beeun in
donger. Suddenly there was an alarm
of fire. Smoke was rising from the
Hanlin, The most venerated pile in
Pekin, th»* great Imperial  Academy,
contre of all Chinese learning, with its
priceless collection of Looks and manua-
seripts, was in [lames, Every one who
was off duty rushod to the back of
the Legation. The lianlin had leen
occupied during th» night by Imper
inl soldiers, who did nop hositate n
their rage, to destroy foreizners, to
set fire to the baildings. It was first
necessary to  cleav . the templo. A
breach was meads in the wall, Captain
Poole: headed n foree of marines and
volunteers, who, rushed in,  divided,
search>d the caurts, and returned to
th main pavilion with itssuperb pil-
ars and momorial  tablets. (‘hinese
were rushing  from  other burning
buildings to th: main entrance. They
were taken by surprise  and many
were killed, but thev had done their
evil deed. Other great libearies have
been  destroyed by  th» vietorious in-
vauder. Whnt can be thought of a
nation which destrovs its own most
sacred edifice, the pride and glory of
its learncd men throuzh centuries, in
order to wreak vengeance upon tho
foreigner ?

Pulling Down Ruins.

to

dor

To save th® Legation it was neces-
sary to continue th» degtruction and
dismantle th: library buiidings. Wi
great difficuity, with inadequate tools,
the buildings were pulled down. Trees
endangering our position were fellod.
An attempt was made to rescue speel-
mens of th* more valuable. manuscripts,
but few were saved, for th» danger
was pressing. Sir Claude MacDonald,
as soon as th» fire was discoveredy
despatchzd n messenger to the Tsung-
li-Yamen, telling thom of the fire and
urging them to send some responsible
officinls to carry away what volumes
could be rescued, but lfu attention was
given to his courteous commumication,
The Dutch Legation was vurned on
the 22nd, and next day Chinese sol-
diers set fire to the: Russo-Chinese Bank
and a greater part of the buildings
were destroyed, involving in - danger
th> Americau Legation. Chinese vol-
untre;s wore called for, They re poid-
ed readily, worked wih much courage
exposed to fire from the wall, and the
Legation was saved. All the buildings
biack from the bank to the Chiea Men
(the main gate between tho Chine-e
and Tartar cities facing th: entrance
to the Forlidden City) seem>d to be
on fire. Then all the customs build-
ings were lirgd, so that flaomes were
on ever and  th: smoke was
tremendous, while the fusilade was
incessant.  An Italian and a German
died of their wounds. The first Amer-
ican was killed, shot from the wall,
th n a Ruseinn fell. They were drop-
ping off one by one, and already we
were well accustomed to the sight of
tho

Streteher KFuneral,

Then a new terror was added to
the fears of the besieged, for the Im-
perial troops mountad a 3-in. Krapp
gon on the Ciien Moen, the gate op-
posite to the Forbidden City, and
began throwing segment shells from
a distance of 1,000 yards into the
crowded Legation. The [first shell
struck the Amerigan Legation, oth-
ers harst over & dritish  com -
pound, while o Y5 crashed into the
upper roonms
It was knoyn that
i -uns in Pekin, while we

with which to answer

nd no one  ever knew
ni-st gun might be mount-
wtely all hands dog lm\nhA
shelters for the womerny and
Rifte-fire alsh nl2 o d on
from the jite
dista few
e feet only.  wia fely
hy the parapet vall,
couid enfilade the sade
was held by the A on
barrvicade,  advance inst
rununifiy cast vest
the wall, The bat he-
untenable, and to the
viall was, a paramount sity
whiceh could no lonzer b» .
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