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Red Feather Boys Formost
i in Famous Battle.

(Dr. J. D, Logan in Morning Chronicle)

SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE, April 10,
1917—*The Breed of Scrappers,”—that
is the new phrase by which “Borden's

Ks” (as the tal song has
it) are now known in France, ever since
the momentous morn and day immed-
iately following Easter when the Red
Feather lads proved themselves irresis-

“jble warriors and added fresh renown
to the fighting qualities of the men from
the land of the Mayflower and Maple-
leaf, This is the r‘ircnllous rhetoric” 1
must use, under the yery striet regula-
tions of the censorship in France, to
say that Nova Scotia’s Highlanders per-
formed a .splendid service in the recent
British offensive on the Western Front,
were foremost in the capture of Vimy
Ridge and acquired from the participat-
ing Canadian and Imperial battalions a
new name that, if somewhat colloquial
and everls slangy, is as significant and
worth while as their original regiment-
al legend “Siol na fear fearail.”

The name became a vogue when an of-
ficer of the R.F.A., walked into the or-
~derly room of the battalion and smil-
ingly but unconventionally said: “1
want’ to have a look at the breed of
Nova Scotia scrappers that tore up
things magnificently on the line at Vimy
yesterday.” It was certainly a com-
pliment that, coming, as it did, from an
Imperial officer, made our officers and
.men justly satisfied with the achieve-
ment of the Red Feather Battalion in
the first day’s concerted action on the
new British offensive on the Western
Front.

But it seemed to be a day of compli-
aments and congratulations for the Nova
“Scotia lads. Col. B————, commander
-of the Nova Scotia Battalion, was, I am
authoritatively told, formally congratu-
Jated by ‘the Brigadier General of jthe
——th Brigade, after the action which

gained by the Nova Seotia Highlanders
was a somewhat dramatic _(perlups.
theatrical) scene or episode which oc-
curred in the Y. M. C. A.; hut at B-—

Hon. Capt. D- n who has charge |

of the services in the hut, which is vis-
ited by as many Imperials as Canadian
soldiers, conducts what is. called “the
Bill and Tom Meeting,” that is a meet-
ing at which military rank and office is
ignored, but every soldier is just a
human being, and Private Bill addresses
his Serg;anl or Sergeant-Major as Tom.
Hon. Capt. D——— comes from _Winni-
peg and is a breezy-spoken, sineere, ef-
ficient good fellow. Before beginning
the Bill and Tom services, he made this’
preface: “I'm from the far West, and I
had heard a great deal about the ——th

Battalion before today, but after what ||

1 have heard this afternoon, about this
achievement at Vimy. Ridge I think we
all should lake off our hats to the Red
Feather boys.” Suiting action to his
words, Capt. D—— raised his hat, and
thereupon the u\mdl of Imperial sol-
diers rose en masse and took off their
flat-tops to hopor the valiant deeds of
the men from the land where the Maple
Leaf grows lor maple syrup flows, take
your choice.) X

The capture of Vimy Ridge is proof
that the gallant Nova Scotia lads are
now more than holding their places.
For this, as 1 now give it, ina sentence

or two, is the eternal fact. The Red|;

Feather battalion was ordered to the
front “to hold M— H— line.” Hardly
had they reached that line, when an’
order came, “Send the ——th over the
parapets to take the enemy’s trenches

on Vimy Ridge” This order came |

when another battalion had nobly tried
but failed under hellish fire to take that

objeetive, The lads who wear the feath- "

er went over, and took the objective —
dless of hazards swiftly and in-

put Vimy: Ridge in jon of the

‘WCanadians, on the bravery and effec-
# s b . M i

flindenburg Has Thrown a Big Mass of
Reserves Into the Battle, and is Con-
testing Every Inch of the Way. |

LONDON, May 10—Fresnoy is still
the scene of a tremendous tug-of-war
foday between British and German
'massed folﬁ". Fighting doggedly, the
British doggedly, the British managed
%0 retrieve part of their loss in the
‘Germans recapture of the village Sat-
“urday, but today a big mass of reserves
disposed tﬁ-e by Hindenburg, were
.contesting every inch of the way.

The Germans evidently regard Fres-
noy as a key to Douai itself, one of main
German depot points behind the Hind-
enburg Kne, and propose to stop fur<

. ther British progress there with every,
wesource at their command.

Bellecourt was another storm center,
‘fighting going on through most of the
wight and early today. ‘

On the French front Nivelle's forces
apparently are making progress out of
Craonne, despite violent counter attacks.
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vineibly. Henceforth, let the people
‘pride

LONDON, May 9— The Reuter cor-
respondent at British headquarters in
France, sends the following:

“From north of Fresnoy to the Wind-
mill at Gavrelle, the Germans have

last twenty-four hours, in an endeavor
to press us back, but their attempts
were broken up bf your intense artillery

ing distance of our positions.

“Some idea of what this fighting is
costing the enemy may be gained from
the fact that since April 1 it would ap-
pear that over thirty-five German div-
isions have been withdrawn on this
front exhausted. It is d that

the existing strength of the

prodigal use of their reserves in the | ¢

fire mostly before they got within bomb-

The following is an interesting I.ettﬂ' lurdly looked like trenches, they were
from Private W. S. Frail to his moth- | so battered to pieces.

er, Mrs. George Frail, Scotch Village:

2 April 20th, *17
Dear Mother— -

1 neglegted writing to you this week,

because I was sent to the hospital.

1 suppose you heard before now that
1 was ded. The minister told me

Nothing could live under our artl
fire, the ground was all torn to

There wasn’t a blade of grass, every-
thing was as though it had been plough-
ed. We had woods to pass through, and
that was so blown to pieces there was
nothing left of it. I was in the first line
so I had not much fo do with taking

he would write and tell you. I am not|*" d
wounded very bad, just bad enough to The Germans made very little resisi-

get a good rest. g

They had the X-Rays on me yester-
day; they brought the pictures in today,
I could see the bullet quite plain. 1 was
shot in the left hip,>the bullet glanced,
and lodged in the lower part of the
spine. 1 can feel it quite plainly. I got
it from behind, it was in the big ad-
vanee I was just stepping up to fire,
when I got it. 1 thought it was one of
our own bullets at first, but 1 can sce
from the picture it was a German bullet.
That is what we get by showing mercy
to those flat headed dogs; as soon as
we would come.up to them, they would

throw up their hands and cry “mercy
comrade” and when we would come up
to them that is how they would act.

‘We took an important pesition.

I am undln(.you some clippings from
an English paper that ‘will give you

some idea.

ance, running to their dugouts as.we
advanced, or throwing up their hands

and erying for mercy, They will run
with a bomb in their hands, and when
they see they. can't throw it, they will
throw up their hands and ask for mercy
Going over the top is a very different
hing from what you would think it was;
there are no orders given, every maun
knows his place, and what he is to de.
excitement, all the boys '
were smiling and a good many , were
smoking cigarettes that is always the
first thing to enter a fellow’s head under

1 saw almost all the scrap. 1 was
wounded almost at the last minute.
Willie (MacGinis) was all right when I
was wounded, T haven’t heard from him
since. He didn’t see me but I saw him
going on when I was wounded I could
see over the great open Country ahead,
where the Germans would have to retire.

You know what I meant by the merry | .y

0 3 e eqrpnrul and myself just got into

z:“‘: gow: h‘:" ‘;";‘ 30 f““ ""“‘:’ a shell hole waiting for the barage to
Y ABgE, ew of us was de-| ;0 He told me theré was some Gers

tailed for a ration party, and when we | .o ihead, T jumped 11b to take & shot

came up to the trenches were shelled when 1 got it. T thought I was struck

by the Germans, it was light-stuff, but | .. rock, and would be able to go on °

Oh my! It was coming handy. We only Aot
Jost one man, but they plastered us with
dirt from the shells, I had two bags of
cheese to carry beside my equipments,.
and in places the mud was to our waists,

of course it was in the night.

We would get stuck in the mud by

The stretcher bearer was there and
dresed my ‘wound, and told me I was
struck with a bullet and to lie still, I
tried several times to get out of that but
1 couldn’t. I left everything right there.
I stood on my right foot for a while,

spells so they would have to help us
ot 3 g5t down o g e, and leaned against the side of the shell
FaE | hole hing for the cher b

feet in, 1 he to ST 2
my again, I went over tl p and but where: there ar;30° thinet

took my chances.

a man hed to the bomb

ot up, they are slow coming

i

T got a wounded German to take me

We got al ready Sunday night. 1 am | there was & couple _of other fellows

out secing it.

army on the western front is 157 div-
isions ., In ing thelr total h

however, it should be borne in mind
that about three-quarters of the enemy
divisions now consist of only three reg-
iments, or about 9,000 rifles.

A despateh from St. John says: Let-
ters from France received by relatives
here tell Lieut. Alfred Churchill,
of Windsor; N.§., gave his life for oth-
ers. He had been wounded, but when the
arrived to take him

The Berlin ne have
woformed Chancellor Von Bethmann
Hollweg that they are in pressing danger

to a place of safety he instructed them

of being forced to d
-at the end of this week, or the beginning
-of nuext; owing to the paper shortage.

They ask the Chancellor to take steps |
0 increase the supply and particularly |

to furnish fuél to paper factories.

i rem————

LONDON, May 9—According to offic-
jal information received in London a
* mumber of Turkish agents are at work
in Switzerland with the object of assur-
Jing the continued existence of Turkey.
Provided the Turks are vot driven out
-of Constaritinople, it 'is understod, “a
‘willingniess is- expressed by the Turks

o allw complete freedom of the Dar- |7

NEW YORK, May 9—The A

looked like before good daylight.

came along who was wounded in the

I am supposed to do sniping and. bay-!arms or head they could -walk better
onet work. We got ready, all formed up | than me, but. after T walked awhile, I
in the jumping off trenches at three in | got along better the other fellows had’
morning, it was raining and nasty, an argument with me about the way
t we didn’t think of that we made back to our trenches, they went their
ready, kicked holes in the side of the | way, and I went mine, but I kept Fritzy,
tnmhtorow!o“.hwemldlctwlheheldonmenndhelpedmdﬂ
casily. At the first dawn of day our|they took him from me after I got to
muhlnncnm.mmdleouldmtdo-ounm.' X
scribe what the fire was like. It sound-| [ got away that night and was sent
ed like rain dropping on a tin pan. No |t 5 hospital, the next morning I was
one could immagine what it is like With-| cent 1o Bologne from there they sent

me to England, so 1 am all right now,

We climbed out of the hes in no | it will be a month or more before I will
man’s land, there our artillery sounded be able to go back. T suppose I will be
uounmmnnevermmohlhr- muumbnbﬁww
rage before, I am safe in saying the |1 am able to go. I will get a ten days’
f;pum"ynp'!toboeompuedvlthit. pass to go anywhere in the British Isles
My it was a pretty sight. The whole before 1 go back. - I think L will go to -
Heavens were a light blaze, the Ger-|London.
mans were sending all sorts of funny| 1t is very hard to write lying in bed,
signs with different kinds of star shells, | you will have to excuse bad writing, as
you can imagine something of what it | you have had to do many times before

while I was at Acadia.

It was not long before we were in the Do not worry about me because I am
wumMuwduMm all right 1 have a pair of white sheets
barrage jumped further ahead; “When to lic between and four meals each day.
we got to the German trenches they Good night, ; WALLACE
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