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gin at once. *We had to give our first concert
îmmedîately, and this was soiething 1 did nlot
quite expeet. It wtls my first experieîîce of the
kind and 1 shall never forget it. The hall was
large-indeed it wvas a tent open at the sides.
The audience was already asscrnbled, soute of
theni on stretchers, some wheeled in bath
chairs, some lirnpin,-, corne hopping, every one
of them, broken and rnutiliated in this great
cause for yen and for me. When 1 saw al
those heipless men rny heart miegave me. llow
coul1 iake thezin laught These pour broken
lads.

1 amn going to tell you something 1 neyer
told in publie before-an admission of a wom-
an 's weakness. I went behind that tent and
had a good howl. A first experience is always
trying-like addressing a Canadian Club for
the first time. Those wounded boys, 1 shal
neyer forget them. There was a lump in my
throat aud a taist before my eyee; yet, as I
watched theni, I realized their wonderful cour-
age and endurance. One of the boys 1 noticed
m'as bandaged juet like a muny, in fact more
so than likec a hurnan being. Ouly one eye was
visible, but it was a very bright eye. Hie bIft
armn ias in a sling aud the right was not there
at ail. Ilie lo'wer limbe were baudaged; yet in
that condition he xnanagcd to, give me a wink
wvithi his good eye. As the concert went on bie
called to a friend to wipe that eye because the
tears were eoming from. it; but they were tears
of Iaughter that were rolling down hie cheeks.
Then there were boys on the other side of the
roorn who had deeided to sit together because
each of thern had lost an armn and they wished
to elap their remaining hands together in or-
der to give applause at the proper moments.
Think, gentlemen, of the magnificence of those
wonderful heroes. There was another who
had a thurnb and flnger missilg from one hand,
and he told me with glee that he was left
handed, and seemed to think it was a great
joke that the Germans had spared bis left baud
and taken from him something that he did
not miss at ail. God knows they have given
their best to us, and it is a privilegye to be able
te do anything that miglit make themi forget
for a little time the agony they have gons
through.

There was mueh work waiting to be doue
after we left there, aud as soon as tea was over
motors were .waiting to take us to the niilitary
camp where our evening concerts were to be
given. At the hut or tent where the concert
was te be given we found it paeked with sol-
diers, mien jamnied together £rom the plat-
form te the back of the room. There they
were, perspiring, suif oeating almost, a, ehok-

ing mass of them, ail of them smoking. Think
of that atinosphere. It got thieker and thick-
er, bluer and biner, till at the end of the con-
cert we could not sec across the room. It was
like pea-soup. We heard the cheers fromn them
even 'before we arrived. It was these eheers
that told me of one danger that threatens our
boys who are in France. They are weli iooked
aftcr, weli fed and well equipped, and when
they are iu the trenehes they are well shel-
tered most of the tirne. But they have to face
one dang-er, and that is the danger of monot-
ony. It is monotony that drives a man te
drink or to gamb]ing, or drives him to sorne-
thing worse. And those cheers told me that
the men reaiized that here wae a change froin.
the monotony, from military discipline. Here
were men fromn home, civilians, some girls,
corne nicc girls even. So we hegan, and they
settled down for the evening 's entertainment.
What a chance for one! If you are chosen to
go to France you can look on yourei as hall
marked because you will speedily fiud that
Tommy umderstands music, that he eau both
play and sin g himsecf ; that m any of them have
gone from the stage. You will find, be le a fine
critie. We were, therefore, on our mettle, and
gave the beet we couid.

1 wisb you could have ceen these men. They
hung on evcry word, aud when it was over
then came the eneores, not one or two of theni,
but Byve or six, aud I. have known corne of our
artiste to have given no lees than flfteen en-
cores. So that if you are goiug to France yoiu
will know that you muet have an extensive
repertoire. For one reason Tommy chooses
his own songe and bis own encores. You wll
hear sucb a dialogue as this: "Sy, Miss, give
us Annie Laurie, will yerl" Aud before the
artiet eould comply another voice would say
scornfully-< Annie Laurie, nlot xnuch. Give
us Philadeiphia, Miss; don't mîmd 'îm."l And
then "1That arn 't a lady's song, you blighter! -

Wheu they eaw my blackboard they did
not like it. Nobody told them I h ad it with
me, and on the way over everybody strafed it.
Iu the Old Country it was not so bad, but I had
to take ît witb me to France, for blackboards
do not grýow bebind trenehes. They strafed it
at WVlaterloo, bowcver, wbere the porter said te
me: "Abahacakbaba." The strafing ce,
tinued iu France where my f ellow artiets
wouid say, " Make way for the Dreadnought."
1 did net mind that, but I was a little eon-
eerned when. Tommy took a dislike to it. ne
had had much to do with hlackboards before
and be did nlot associate themu with entertaji..
ments. In fact 1. belleve he thought he wasgoing to learu something. lu order to eheer
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