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cause the hon. member

has been so amiable in his
remarks. .

Mr. -Sreager.~—The  hon. Leader of the Gov-
ernment has based several amusing observations
upon Georgetown affairs; but I can tell the hon.

_ Member, that,” when all the contemplated im-
‘provements in that town are carried out, we
shall be placed in a far boiter pusition than at
present. - C

Hon. Leapsr or tHE OrpposrrioN.—Many - jokes
have been - made relative to the extent of

Georgetown Common. They had a Common

there once, but they did not keep it.

The third paragragh was then agreedta.
‘The fourth paragraph was read.

Afr. Sresger.—I should like to hear what

amount of money has been repaid by the people.|

Hon. Leaper or taz Orrosizion.—I have great,

doubts whether I can give my assent to the para-

graph just read, or not; for I believe that it that|

money had been kept in the Treasury there
would bave been justas much grain sown, ‘A
graat deal of the money granted was re-

- ¢eived by persons who never spent a farthing
of it in purchasing sced grain, The monecy was
in many cases spent for liquor-white-eye,-and in
getting up a good time or spree on the headofit. It

“should be only in extreme cases, where the coun-
try has been almost paralyzed by a failure of the
crops, that the Government should come to the
rescue to'provide seed grain. * T believe it would
have been much better if the money had Dbeen
kept in the Treasury and the parties leff to their
own resources. After that grant was ecxpended
a large quantity of grain was exported to Europe;
and 1t is well known that the people were not so
destitute as represented. If report speaks true,
only eight linudred pounds have been returned to
ihe Treasury, if so, I think you may cancel half
the remaining sum, for it will never be repaid. 1
cannot help, therefore, coming to the conclusion,
t](;:v.t the money granted was injudiciously expend-
ed. ‘

Hon. Mr. Howpan.—Mr. Chairman: I disagree
with the remarks just made by the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition. Ilive eighty or ninety miles
from here, and from my acquaintance with the
country, 1 can say that there was a great deal of
want in the country last spring. It is easy for the

hon. member to say that there was alarge quan-
tity of grain in the country, but not so-easy fo
the people to supply themsclves with it.
was'a large sum of money deposited in the Sav-
ings Bank last year, because wealthy farmers pre-
ferred to place it there, rather than lend it to the
poor man. You do not catch wealthy farmers

giving away their sced grain on credit, when it]
is three shillings cash per bushel in the market. !

There!

¢ 3 for a large awsount has been
paid in ince the end of the financial year. Sup-
posing the money was all lost, it was still money
well expended, for thare werevery fow farmers who
were not in want of seed. Even people who
were well off, ag well as those of ordinary means,
required assistance ; the grant was therefore real-
ly required. = There was strictly. speaking, no
party, on this question, forit concerned the whole
country, equally. No hon. Member .wishes to
have his constituents brought into disrespect” by
such remarks as those we have heard on this
matter. - Instead of being found fault with, for
giving the grant, the government ought to be
thanked. ' :

 Mr. Remwsy.—Mr. Chairman, I know that, as
far as the district which I represent, is concerned, .
many persons were benefitted by the grant for
'seed grain. Iknow also, that some of the people
have paid in their money np to the very moment
when the. Hon. Leader of the Opposition expres-
sed his doubt whether the money was well ex-
pended or npt. * Many rich farmers would not
give oats on creditto the poorer class; and the
fact that three thousand pounds were granted. to
asssist the latier'was an inducement to those who,
held large quantities of grain to retain it for those
who wanted 1t. o

'repaid by the peopl

Flon. Mr IIexperson.—Mr. Chairman: I, for
one, on behalf of my constituents, sypathize with
that class of people who were in depressed cir-
cumstances last spring, and I by no means feel
inclined to censure. gn the contrary, I commend
the Governmens.for what they have done. From
observation, 1 know that the destitution in the
country was not caused by a want of spirit on the
part of the people, for they made every exertion
to preserve both men and stock, alive—they
made exertions which they had never been obliged
to make since they came to the Colony. This
destitution, I am happy tosay, was not general,
but went to such an extent that I, for one, felt as
keenly interested on that subject as 1 did on the
! question which threatened to deprive us of our
‘constitution. The remarks I have made are
ifounded upon what 1 have seen with my own
teyes. Some of the causes which produced such
reffects among the people must be apparent . to
ievery one who takes a general survey of the his-
‘tory of our Colony during the last few years. I
i ask the question, how many of our farmers were
g;ia circumstauces to let their neighbors have seed
{grain on credit? Those on the Cunard and other
states, had large instalments to pay for their
{llands, and to fulfil their engagements, they were

i
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j~obliged to sell mest of their ordinary farm pro-

i

|

iducts.  The high price given for grain in the

limarket, togetber with this pressure npon the

" people, left but little or no chance to the poor

i'man. If farmers in “tolerable circumstances re«

spring did a great deal of benefit. Indeed there
Iras been a larger amount than the sum mentioned

,

gt

. - quired assistance, how much more did hundreds
I know that the money granted the people last:

i of persons in poor circumstances, occupying
government lands, requive it? And I put the
question, which was (he wost convenient for the



