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MADAGASCAR,

Recent events have thrown a degree of inter-
ost around Madacascar—the Great Britain of Af-
, as it has been not altogether inappropriately
termed. A brief sketch of its past history, and
f the progress of the Gospel there, will be read
th interest,

I'hose who will turn to the map will see the
Island of Madagascar, situated in the India Ocean
1o the east of Africa, from which it is separated
by the Straits of A\["l\lll;-'lrlll". Itiso n‘-.'.t 1stant
about three hundred miles from the main land

['he island is about nine hundred miles long, and |

three hundred wide, with a very prominent moun
tun range, running from N rth to South As
its northern extremitiy, Cape Ambro, is only
cleven degrees south of the equator, Madacasear
is one of the tropical isles, and marked by some
of the peculiarities of that torrid region. . Stili,
it is stated by some of the missionaries, that in
the cold season the thermometer has fallen as low
s 30 dwﬁv, 3
It is even said that the thermometer
will vary forty degrees in a few hours. A recent
traveller has seen it at 40 d . at six o'clock in
the morning, while at at three o'c¢lock in the af
ternoon it stood at 80 deg, In general the jsland
15 healthy, though there are districts into which

m irnings

10 man man c¢an enter without bri Fing back with
him the seeds of death

[n the island two races are found co-existing
with different languages I'he Malayan, o
lighter eoloured race, in the interior, and extend
ing to the castern coast—and the Negro of th
Caffre stamp, on the western side of the island. |
The hovas, the present dominant ¢nbe, are of the
Malayan deseent, and their language indicates
very clearly their affirnity to that widely scattered
race of l'l-“v’ll\l. i

I'he island was first visited by the Portuguese,
towards the close of the fifteenth century, when
the adventurous De Gama doubled » Cape of |
Gond Ho e, and "J'EIL ong
castward to the renowned (
1¢ Duteh effected a tempor
oast I'he Frenct le
und m 1642 ['he
the soverel

'A I S0 |

contested r.'\
called. T
dealt with f
tlements were abandoned,
visited only by Euroj

rts of the East Ind

the last cent iry, trequ nt at
to colonize 1t from I'rance, an
Bourbon and Isle of Fra
dred miles east of Mad
thwarted ail these atter

*Omme

:“I rance.
Aboat tl

nsequen
treat

Hl Yy wis enlel
Mau itius :

1

1 this
illslnkl, Ir.u\"'lwl for y L hing
al request wa ent U Society
for more missionaries Radama pl
the care of Mr. Jones, sixteen native

lren of |

among whom were three

y
yne of whom was Lhe
" e
throne Sooln, oth
. narously
cemed to go on prospsrously

trunslated, corrected and printed ; th

The Bibl
.*(‘hlu;in
were multiplied ; the uawilling people were com-
yelled, by the edict of the king, to give
dred an education. Thus, way was preparing tor
the overthrow of the national superstitions. King |
¢ ver, died in 1828: and, after a
<eries of butcheries, in which she got rnid of most
of the roval family, Ranavalona, one of the wives
of Radama, tound hersell acknowledged queen
Rakotobe
wad a Chris , W her )
ther Prince R e, & man from whe enligl
ened and hibera sy missionanes had nu‘;md
‘.1‘ )
For a time, the Queen apparently |
missionaries and the
: : oy

ies were in constan rn )
the character of Ranavalona that they never felt
wfe In 1831, u series of edicts began to 1ssue
from the throne. Fiest, Mi. Griffith, the mission-

ary, was ordered to leave-—though, lnally, he¢

was permitted to delay for an indefinite tme.— |
Next, permission to administer baptism Annvl the
Lord’s Supper was withdaawn : then hr‘- slaves
were pr‘.-hm:ml from learning to read and write ;
and finally in February, 1835, the missionaries |
were forbidden to teach thé religion of Chist; |
und all who had embraced it were requived to |
confess their guilt and abjure it It is said that |
a courtier }n‘:m\x:v‘lv‘l the Queen that Jehovah was
the fiest kiue of the English, and Jesus Christ the |
econd ; umhn it those who served them thus

wrave up their allegiance to her. It secus ncred-

ible that for fifteen vedrs the reiigio

had been taught, and yet the Queen Wwas so 1g- |

norant of it.  This looks likes a laboured attempt
to nnd 1’(\!-‘« for persacution The books, how-
ever, wnich the missionaries had .sc(uu-,n-,d-, were
wathered up and returned to them. They "’”,“,"J
o bulk .arge enough to fill an entire house. The
courtesy of the Queen even weni sO far as to
prfn'id(: cats to protect the books from the rats
that infested the house where they were stored

i .

up. These four-footed guards of this literary
depot were furnished with an allowance of meat
1t the royal expense. But the day of ]\"P‘f for
Madarascar seémed to have p'xssed. The per-
xecution continued, and at length, on the 14th of
August, 1837, Refarpvavy, a Christian womap,
about thirty-eight years of age, suffered as the
first martyr o the Christian faith in Madagascar,
She was speared to death, shough firm and faith-
ful to the {nt, Many were sold inle hopeless
slavery for their adherence to Christianity. The

Especially is it thus cold in the |

‘ ncuoumqltlmt have reached us from time to time '
seem to indicate that there is vet hope. There |
| are men and women on that island who fear God |
| more than they fear the Queen, !
: The latesy accounts state that the son of the |
| Queen himself is a Christian. The last Report |
of tha London Missionary Society makes the fol- |

| luwmg statement :— § 1

*“The only son of the Queeu, and her succes-
sor Lo the throne, who has just attained. to man-
hood, has continued to afford to the persecuted
followers of Christ the most conclusive evi lence

"h it he is a faithful brother in the Lord. In de-
fiance of the laws, which pronounce slayery and
death upon the Christian, the vouthful convert
njw;n'.f:‘-\ with them for \\-:r‘f.:;-r in their place
of retreat ; and when their lives and liberties are
’ threatened, he employs all means in his power

to warn them of impending danger and cffect |

their rescue

He has been more than once re
ported to the Queen by her chief officer, as a
Christian : but the love of a mother has pre
vailed over the spirit of a pagan persecutor; and
the life of the prince has been spared The
characteristic of the M agasy to their offspring
and near kindred has been strikingly overruled
for the preservation of this hopeful youth.—
‘Madame,” said one of her prime mim Ye" s when
recently addressing the Queen, ‘your son is a
Christian ; prays with the Christians, and en
ourages them i their new doctrine We are
S

lost if your Majesty do not stop the prines

1 this strange way." ‘ But keis my son’ replied
the Queen, ‘ my only—-my beloved son! Let
him do as he pleases; if he wish to become
Christian let him !=—he is my beloved son.’
He is the heir to the Khvfﬁn*, and we trust that
1 be preserved to repay the Christians as
possible, for the cruel aes his mother Ran
has iuflicted. Her reign has been a sea-
son of blood and carnage. Mr. Griffith; the
missionary in Madagascar, stated some
1at from the m-»,{( accurale accounts
btain, he concluded that 1,000,000
ints of Madagascar had suil
the ambition and cruelty of th
'n Ranavalona. [he entire
» island is only about 5,000,000

years has sa thianed 1ts

Once }u)pu:‘iu.\(ll tricls are represent
We trust that the

pe wiil soon break on that isle once

st desolate,

, and that under the auspices of a Christian
the people will advance in every way, and
beautiful country a habitation of joy
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THE SAILOR MISSIONARIES

God movesin a mysterions way,
His wonders to perform.’

oririn,
>
active

I

: i"
res abound.

sallor, pt

avage nalives, Lo

two 1
th rtyr M
the Island of Rorot
tality the salor b
, and :;:H:u'rin'wl} jo ied them In
labours for the t npo
of the ,‘,».,E,i.- . and subsc
s missionary stall

jother young

‘hurch of Eng
went t

ne t

it home the teachings

sent

1 I
this distant island of the sea )
had wandered a prodigal from his fathe:
and native land ; and now for the first time,
constrained to cry, “ God be merciful to m
sinner.” He also became a “new creature,” and
joined his brother sailor, and brother in Chnist,
in the wy work. The natives built lim a
1 yd convenient house, in which
Lhe mission 1s local

f RQO inhabitants. A good m

t, and a church organize
members at the present t
the village observes morning and ev:
ship. In November last, he left in an Amerk
whale-ship, to visit once more the home and the
friends ‘r!A bis youth I'he other d vy he arrive d
in New-Yoik; aad having spent a sl

the Sailor's Home, on the 31st of August,

ume at

sailed as a cabin passenger in the fine su1p Lel
non for Liverpool. In the spring, he purposes
to return to his mlopt('d home in the South Seas,
where he hopes to spend his days as a mission
arv in the service of his Divine Master. Tuese
U\"u S4l1101I's are lhl‘ uIH_\ white i‘ul‘\w'.w on the
island. Surely the isles shall wait for me, and
the ships of Tarshish first to bring thy sons from
fa '—:\'dz'f“r' 8 Muyu:uw Jor Oct.

2 1t is said that in 1804, according to the
best estimate that can be obtained, there were

oi Christ | i existence only about 4,000,000 copies of the

Bible Now there are more than 30,000,000

In 1804, the Bible had been published in onl)
| 48 or 490 languages; in 1848, it existed in 136. |
| In 1804, it was “accessible in languages spoken
| by about 20,000,000 of men; in 1847, ii exist-
| ed in tongues spoken by 60,000,000. During the |
: last year, 1,419,283 copies were issued by the
| Briush and Foreign Bible Societies alone—400,- |
! 000 more than in any year before, except 1845. ;
!
| The Chinese Repository contains & list of Pro- |
| testant Missionaries to the Chinese, 67 in num- |
| ber, of whom 13 are stationed at Hong-Kong, |
| 13 at Canton, 9 at Amay, 6 at Pucau, 9 at |
! Ningpo, 15 st Shamghai, and 2 m Siam. Of the
| whole number, 48 are supported by Amerean
| Missionary Societies, 19 by English, 3.by a Mis-
| sionary Sceiety in China, 1 by a Buwiss, and 2
| by a German Missionary Society. In this kst
| the families of missionaries are not included,

{ suceess in the field to their supplications In the

THE KING OF TERRORS,

BY THE REV. DR. ALEXANDER,

His dominion is wide as the world ; his sub-
jects are all men except two.

His tyranoy is
inexorable.

By no art, by no flight, by no con

5

cealment, by no resistance, can we es ape.— |

Death is the do>m of every man.

Death is ternble, because he cuts us
all our possessions. However painful )
Justly wealth has been accumulated, and
er cautiously the soul clings to its tre
forces it away., As ‘‘ naked
worl?, so naked we must o out
the strongest, tenderest bands of na

way the beloved wife at a sy
husband : snatches childre
from the affectionate embra
t of friendship i
tions of the heart are to
with hopeless sorrow. All i

(8 are in a moment frustrated, and
pleasures and honours are left bel

Death is terrible, bee:

own. We l
> anxiously, What i
'd friend : or does |
tate? We see no
en hy which we

We consul

satislactory

“ There shall I ba
In seas of h
And not a wave ol t

Across my peac

does one littl

ned about it,

10rTrOwW, tho
0S¢ now w

he subje

)
1-summits

e mav |

s throb that

Philosophical and true happiness is to
little and enjoy much ; vuigar and false hap
ss is to want much and enjoy little
He that hath a prudent wife,
angel by his side ; but he that h
hath the devil at his elbow.
Tuz Hore or TaHE CuristiAN.—Lor
who had a constant struggic
nature and nobler convictions,
nowledged “ the Christian enjo
of the infidel in having an exalted |
life -Miss Sinclair's ““ Business of
PravEr 1¥ THE ArMy.—During
war, Washington was scen
grove in the Vicinity of Vally
was discovered that he prayed earn
knees to God for his country ;
heroes Marlborough and Duucan, attributed

BAPTIST CHURCH AT ST. HELENA.

Mr. Wade alluding to his detention at St. He-
lena on late return passage, says :—

We spent the first week at the very hospitable
mansion of Mr, Carroll, the American consul—
In the course of the week we were made ae-
quainted with several pious persons, seals of Mr
Bertram’s ministry.

Mr. Bertram had left Enzland with the inten-
tion of labouri 17 at the ('xju of Good ll»nlw.
but learning there the spiritual desiitution
of the people at St. Helena, he felt a strong con-
wietion that it was his duty to go thert His
friends dissuaded him from the attempt. *
are there,” said they, ‘ two chaplain

&

id the military, who are sustai

etrone arm of Government ; and t pop-
| o & arni roment ; ¢ i Ll il 11

wlation of the island is in religious matiers under
i timmediate supervision. ‘Lhey will, of course,

opbese your efforts ; none will dare liston o you,

closet. The Duke of Marlborough said, after the |

bat.e of Blenheint, that ¢ he had prayed .more
that day than all the chaplains m the army
united.” =16

Mex or vse Wontp.—Wkhen George IIIL

heard one of his courtiers observing on the im- |

portance of all persons in authority being of gen-
uine religious principles, he said, “‘Such are the
men | have sough(, but those distinguished by
habits, of piety, prefer retirement ; and, in gener-
4l tho msen of this world transact this world’s

l business, =~ Id.

|
|
!
|
|
i

averything is dear on the island, and you will

,h ve no means of ““i'i’“”-‘ I'he L

ne, ‘18 stronger than men, and he hat
1l all things for'them that beli

God will help HH“

1, he k

ham tor
large ; the « aplam

ported him to Govel

ground ; but,
the

rospel finds 1

little ILW: st church

“'ln!k‘.ru‘ free ol lncumorance
happy; for if they lose this, the
exposed Lo the agnoyances ol

~Baptist Missionar y .U‘V_/n'., ne.

NCil PROTESTANT SEMINARY FOR
s 1¥ Mo~xtreAL-—Many §

hile 1 have been diverted from the

. P
omising i

uth into those of Popish error by being edu-
cated in Coanvents and Nunneries ; and no accom
I lishment nowever valuable in their own [r‘ wce
can justify parents for sending their children to
such places. We learn, with much pleasure,
it a Seminary for young ladies, conducted by
Mdlle. Tregent, and Madame Escuyer, from Ge
evi, Switzerland, has been (>.‘l‘l‘.~‘;l in Montreal
We heard very favourable accounts of these
ladies, when recently in that city ; and fouwd
on our return, a letter from Mr. Doudiet, Mis-
sionary, waiting us, in which he thus speaks of
them :—
If it were but for the honour of Protestantism, such a

boarding-school ought to be :.uppuriui or encouraged by |

every Inend of the Redeemer’s kingdom. It is the first
of the kind that has ever been tried in this country.
whilst the Roman Catholics have long ago been aband-
antly supplied. I doubt, however, whether any one of
the leaders of the French Catholic schools can outde
Miss Tregent, as to an acromplzahrd and long-experignc~
ed way ol tuition ; but none, 1 am convinced, could be
conspared to her as to vital piety and frue respectability.

—ecles, Record.

Whatever busies the mind withoat corrupting
it, has at least this use, that it rescues the day
from idleness, and he that is mever idle will not
often be vicious.

[While the world is resoun ing the praises ol
the liberal Pontiff, it is well to listen to the stats

l PIUS IX.—THE OTHER SIDE
l
l

ments of those who take different views, that we

| may be able to form a just judgement. It is well
| known that there have been from the first those
| who have denied the sincerity of the Pope, and
!d<'<']:\r"=l his only purpose o be to *("‘lil(' the
more firmly the Pontifical aseendaney. They do
not spe ik without reason, and it is'p'n'ti.'ufn'h'
noticeable that these views are confirmed by fre-
| quent popular demonstrations against the Pontiff,
Whether si *or not, our hope is that the Pope

{ has kindled a fire which he can neither extinguish

1r article, (from an [talian news-
paper, the Indicatore, published at Malta,) which
18 translated for our columns, i3 fuli of interest,
LIt is entitled * Liberty of the Press in Rome,”
though that sabject 1s not reached in the por
tion which we give this week, —&d. N. Y. /Jw‘.]
A max of wit said, * Pius IX. is not a liberal
pope ; b
1 mutually destructive elemer
! licht and darkness.”
w him,” added th
tended, and show only the 1
refined liey, ised to support the fa
tempo wnd reduce his people to devotion
the better rovern them.' I'he pope was far-
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» would take advant e of the
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more extensive }u‘-.‘x of revolu
1 end 1 restoring life to |
It was added, fin
v agd th
lesired by the Pope but really
* %
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this was absolutely

dy revolution,

0 11"[‘ of the l' pe, a \
ted to vex the returning exile
er; aetrcular which wo

in darkness, but for
f Cardinal Vannicelli
Bologna, who })xhllw\)"d 1t—a

loss of his [lu ¢ and the in

admirer of liberty, irrita
LiIons as Lhese bl‘i unst
en the ficst im
which, but for
under the influence of
we It Uy owed to him the
civilization,

wuld be

e regenerat
"‘I(“ as wus pri
be depe nded uj
permitted
many kinds of bad
them, that the peo
them unless they m
d himself in favor of ¢
private }vz.\ulv res deni
Is he promiscd tl
y an l !)_.' meal
introduction
ne Iru!th?i sal
'l‘lw:‘.:iw!
ippeart
July, an
it had armed
deputies fi
state al

op n

o e J
when we see a mi

as a betray

»; and we sce

ny,in opj
l.h" fact
) the peo
rewards hi
Another ministe
and of being concerne
the treasury at
own family. The facts
er is made a cardinal
en, act ino. position to the wishe
. wmee with them
lords Puallavicini, Spada-Medici, Rossi,
; lla, Santucei, Corboli, and many
been accused by public opim
on, as deceivers of the sovereign, and as having
dene evil in opposiuon to the 'l'ukw'.\ promises,
| why have they all been rewarded by him
But at any rate, replied the young advocate of

the Pope, Plus has graated the freedom of the
press. Of that, said his companion, you cannot
produce a single prool, n fact, What freedom
ol the press can exist In a country, where, 1
contempt of humanity, ia the middle of the 19th
century, the [nquisition sull exists, in all its vigor?
| Until that infamous remnant of sucerdotal bar
| barism shall bave been destroyed, in vain will
| improvement be sought for in Rome Let us
| examine a case in my head, to see what this
vaunted liberty of he press really amounts to.
So saying the speaker took downa large sheet
and produced. .

[To be concluded.]

Chide a man for being angry when he is an
gry, what will you get by 1(, save some of the
toam of his overflowing rage east upon you !—
{ As God is said to have come down in the cool
of the day to remove Adam, 8o likewise should
we come in the cool season of a man's passion,

there is the greatest probability of rightly influ-
encing hins,

use popery and liberalism are two con- |

popular mind 1s sull

when all is quiet and temperate within, for then |

AGRICULTURE AMONG THE CHINESE

The Chinese are a nation of the most industri
ous habits, and must be considered as an agri-
cultural people. "They have most wisely estab-
lished laws for the };,.](»wtwn and encouragement
of agriculture, and to such an extent is it carried,
that the Emperor does not think it derogatory to
his dignity, once in every year, at the agricultu
ral festival, to descend from his throne, clad as a
husbandman, to set the laudable example to his
subjects of tilling the earth ; his family and cour-
tiers, similarly habited with himself, attend
him on the occasion. The appointed day having
been previously I”""] imeJd throughout the em-
pire, the Emperor goes forth and ploughs a par
ticular field, and every farmer through his vast
territories ﬂllm’;hnn-u‘lxl}' turns up the earth.—
The produce of the field ploughed by the Em.-

4 | peror is always most carefully preserved, being
18 casting light upon the real policy of the Pope. | P ys most carefully pre d, be ng

considered far superior to any other. The an-

| cient laws are so particular on the suhj\w:l, that

they even declare the peculiar manner in which
the Sovereign shall perform his ceremony. 8o
essential do the Chinese consider agricultare to
the prosperity of a nation, in contradistinction to
the many heavy blows ]
flicted upon it in Great B.

rements in-

erfl legis-
lation Dy an r ancient law, ! uncultivated
or neglected la e declared forfeited to the
/’:"'/A,“I‘rr‘, who qr s th farmers, on condi-
tin of thewr beivg kept 1 mwoper ¢ Hon, ——
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270 miles long
vidth, (not including the
1 - 17
bay

miles

miles in wi
Its average width

8

105 miles

70 miles.

Lake Michigan is 340 miles long,
Its greatest width 83 miles.

Its average width 58 miles.
Lake Superior is mx_lms long
Its greatest width 35 miles.

Its average width miles,

These lckes may be considered as conpected
throughout their whole extent. Lake €Cham-
plain ‘connects with Lake Ontario by means of

] oI g n, B




