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live tb. Provlnclsl WwlfT»» :
It will be admitted by âU who bava happily 

become the subjects of experimental godliness, 
that seat to the study of the inspired writings 
that of Christian biography deservedly bclds the 
highest place. It administers the most interest
ing and valuable instruction in the most effectual 
Banner. By it we obtain access to the wisdom 
and experience of former ages, and become 
equally familiar with the great and the good of 
ancient and modern times. The recorded me 
morisls of eminently holy and useful men cot 
o' iy abound with the most commanding illustra
tions of the veracity and potency ol religion, 
but embody some of fbe most impressive en
forcements of its incumbent duties. In them 
its fundamental principles are unfolded to our 
contemplation, not merely in abstract propo=i 
tiens, but in tbeir practical effect ; they are cot 
only described but exemplified ; they are not 
only admitted in theory but embodied in action 
Precept may define the nature, urge the obligv 
lions, and enumerate the advantages of the “ one 
tbiug needful," but experience and example 
clothe it in living form, and impart an irresistible 
authority to its claims. Sever is true religion 
arrayed in lovelier beauty, and never does it ad
dress itself with more subduing energy to the 
human intellect and heart Ibsn when it is seen 
in the holy conversation and godliness, and the 
sterling upii.htnees and piety of Iboeo who pro
fess its enjoyment

And to the names of the sainted dead whose 
obituaries adorn the literature ol the Church, it 
becomes our painful duty to add that of the 
venerable Richard Whiteside ; a name which 
is embalmed in the grateful memory of many, 
end the frsgrauce of which will be perpetuated 
;o succeeding generation» of Methodists in the 
city of St John.

Mr. Whiteside was born in the Town of Pres
ton, England, on the 1 Sib August 1781. Losing

by bis continued persuasion of the realities of 
eternity, end was ever controlled and directed 
by sanctified intelligence and love. In the pro
secution ol a!! his engagements, whether secular 
or religious, these existed the most systematic 
regularity. All bis proceedings were masked 
with the precision and exactitude of some nicely 
adjusted machinery. Iu the discharge of bis 
multifarious engagements in socisl and to public 
life be was ever adverted to as a model of neat 
ness and punctuality- And this principle ol 
order especially pervaded every department ol 
roiigious duly. Whilst st » Christian be paid 
ibe most rigid sttention to all the private, domes
tic and public means ol grace, he manifested ibe 
greatest promptitude and method in the dis
charge ol those responsibilities which bis official 
relations to the Church involved.

As Class Leader, a position which he occupied 
lot nearly twenty years, he was most zealous and 
exemplary. He was invariably in liia place a 
quarter ol an hour before the time appointed 
lor meeting, that he might by prayerful medita
tion prepare himself lor the delightful exercises 
which lay before him. And tboic who enjoyed 
the privilege ol meeting with him will bear 
their grateful testimony to the fidelity, simplicity, 
and earnestness wiib which be conducted that 
important portion of his official work.

He was Circuit Steward ol the St. John South 
Circuit an-l sustained that re'ation with so moch 
tact and efficiency, that his appointment to that 
cilice was perpetuated for many year». Until 
growing infirmities incapacitated him, he was al
ways at bis post, and esteemed no labours too 
toilsome lo promote the comfort of the ministers, 
to secure the commendation ol hie Brethren, and 
to contribute to the prosperity of the Society 
The Circiut Book so long committed lo his trusli 
with its faultless penmanship and stainless pages, 
remains as a perpetual memorial of bis order, 
diligence and carefulness, and will ever constitute 
a pattern worthy the imitation of bis successors 
in office.

That our deceased Brother with all bis great
bis Fat Dr et an eariy age ha went to raa, and „nd œ„nifoid „ctiei.cia. por.eved tome fral 
af er reaid.ng m tb. We* ladre.. lot ae.eral iDfiroili„ „iu Ue readily .dmiftad, bn,
years, be ce me to Ibis city es supercargo of a 1
veisei, where be was married in 1801. He i- i11 ,be **“? 'l““ “ »• ccoctded ,b“ lbf>
mediately returned to.be I.land of Trioid.d, "». stricly speak,ng ,mper,eef,on», since tbe,

i.. .-I , V V- I__L were the result o! constitutions! temperament.remained there until 1806 when be went back , . .- , , ..... I and could not be imputed to any obliquity of will,to England, and resided there until tbe yeer * . ... 4.■ or dereliction of Cbriitian principle. Tbe con1823, during which he revisited America, end 
perminently settled in Si. John. Although from 
childhood our departed Brother enjoyed the

eciousness which he bad of his own integrity and 
unselfishness sometimes produced the appearance 
ol impatience under opposition, and imparted a- .... . . • wi iiiiiiniivuvv uuwws wpuvsiuuui reuse siuuiiiuu a

advantage» ol a religious training, and was an *7 , ......., " , . ■. ... . . I prcmpmude and decision to bis movements noiattendent on tbe Wesleyan Ministry, be remsm- ,r r . , , , ....., . , u.o always appreciated by others, yet that be was in-ed destitute ol vital religion ontil tbe year 1832, f, , .. . V, ... ,
, . . , .. : . capable of acting contrary to tbe highest rules ofwhen through Ibe instrumentality ol tbe ever : . , . ", ..... _ , . . . Christian honor and consistency will be acknow.

venerated Albert Deabnsay be became awaken- .... „ ,, ... . . , ,. , , ledged by all who enjoyed bis acquaintance anded to a vivid apprehension of bis spiritual . ..
danger, at once applied himself diligently and 1 ‘ p
effectually to tbe acquiremint of salvation, and , ,0 bi' deuii“ lbi> ^ ““ 10 ™°uro lbe
identified himself with that section of the of one of it. brightest orname*. and tbe Church 
Church of which he continued en estimable, 0De of t®”*1 ™«=>bers who lor piety, seel 
serious and useful member until tbe per.od ol *“J llbcr»ll«J' “V ** P»»*Heied, but not Hans 
bis peaceful amMriumpbsnt death. tended.

Though the lifebf Mr. Whiteside exhibits uu During the affliction which terminated bis 
very extraordinary occurrences, but was that of earthly career he was subjected to intense suffer- 
a devoted .ChrUtiau, unostentatiously hut faith- b“t a[u d »• «11 he mauile.ted the most pa- 
iuii'y discharging tbe duties of that sphere lo ‘lent and oo- fident leiignaiion lo the will of
which providence bed designated him, there ate Gc-d. II<! enjoyed that t.l.gion whtch made him
distinctive features of bis religious character bjIW' bi*d ttwived the atonement, and 
wb ch are worthy of tbe admiration and sancti- lkeieforo he constantly rejoiced in God through 
bed emulation of every Christian. ! b‘* 3,ooin8 S ,vid“r> IIu delighted to survey In.

Hi. piety was eminently of an evangelical na- a’*nJ’ »"crc,es> ** connecting them with tbe 
ture. Ue had been spiri.oally educated in the B00**06*3 of the,r author, he thereby poaecsed a 
school ol Christ, and the important lesson ; Pcrenniri spring of coosotatwnmiil joy which 
■which be had there been taught was the necea-
siiy of personal reconciliation with God, of pci- 
sooal faith in the atonement of tbe Redeemer.— 
Morality with him was not the substitute for in
ward rel gion, but il» fruit. Ho savingly believ
ed in Christ, he bad a good hope through grace, 
and r<juiced continually in tbe indubitable as- 
luranca of hts adoption into the D vine family 
imparted by (be Holy Ghost H.s religion was 
not an occasional feeling, but an habitual ele
ment ; not a sudden and transient impulse, but 
u deep and permanent principle, producing purr 
ty of intention, happiness of soul, and an unbro
ken series ol useful exertions And amid the 
vicissitudes ol life, the pangs of bereavement 
and the solemnities ol death, he found it ade
quate to enable him in joy lui acquiescence in the 
I).vine ordinations, to say “ Thy will be done.”

Whilst his religions sentiments were charac
terised by purest catholicity, and he rejoiced in 
tbe success of every evangelic institution, what
ever might be its denominational distinctions, 
he possessed pre eminent love and veneration for 
tbe ministers, tbe people and doctrines ol tbai 

1 s:ciion of tbe Church with which be stood so 
long officially connected, and next to tbe joy of 
hi» own salvation none was comparable lo that 
created by its spiritual prosperity and rapid en
largement. •

Tbe depth and genuineness of our departed 
Brother’s piety was signally displayed in tbs' 
unswerving integrity which adorned his conduc. 
île appeared as if incapable of anything border
ing ou dishonesty or meanness. He cultivated 
the fi.iest sense ol truth led justice, which, undet 
co circumstances, succumbed to worldly accurn 
Qcdat on. Tbe declaration of Samutl in tbe de
cline ol lire, in its great principles might with 
peculiar appropriateness have been adopted by 
bio “ I am old and grey headed, and 1 have 
walked among you unto this day. Behold here 
1 no; witness against me before tbe Lord and 
before bis anointed. Whom bave I delrauued '! 
Whom bave I oppressed ? Or of whose baud 
have I received any birbe to blind mine eyes 
therewith ? ’

Fur upwards of thirty years be curtained the 
rsspcos.ilt situation of cashier in the Bank of

j continued lo flow to the lav'. When it was ap
parent that tbe hour ol dissolution drew uigh, he 
evinced no perturbation or anxiety, but becom
ing oblivions lo everything hut the abounding 
goodness of Gtd, the infinite preciomnese ol 
Christ, and the glories of that heaven to which 
he was hastening, he calmly awaited the sum
mons ol his ReJcrming Lord. The last time 
the writer visited him, after some spiritual coo 
versalion aod prayer he took him by tbe hand say
ing 11 Good bye, Bro. Whiteside, God bless you," 

■ to which be responded with a joyous expression 
of countenance, and his own peculiar emphasis 

God does now bless me my brother, blessed for 
ever be his holy name.”

On Saturday morning, Novr. 6th, a few hours 
before his death, lie was in great agony, during 
which bis daughter said, Father God is good and 
merciful, be promptly replied, “ Yes my child 
Ged is very good and merciful to me ” This 
was hie final utterance. Shortly afterward the 
pain left him and gradually and almost imper
ceptibly the weary wheels ot nature ceased lo 
move, and his peaceful and happy spirit, eman
cipated from its sfll.cted tabernacle, ascended to 
participate in tbe joy aod triumph of its Lord.

T. M. Albeicutox. 
St. John, .V II , A’ov 19M, 1858.

PrflmnnnllVzslnjan
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 85, 183ft.

omrounkanoiiH designed tor Chl» paper muet b* eocom- 
yeriiied by the name of the writer to confidence.

We do mot undertake to return rejected articles.
4*e do not ssâuuii resyoûiiothtj lor the opinion* ot oor-
rwpoudeots

«ion of tbeir relation to each other es agreed on 
tbe fundamental doctrines of our holy religion, 
though differing on dogmas of secondary con
cern If, then, its discussions have contrikut. 
ed to soften the nnseemly asperities which 
until a late period were so unbeppily else, at* 
terietie of the spirit manifested by one sec* 
lion of the Christian Church towards another, if 
they have conduced to a feeling of fraternity 
where one of unfriendliness formerly existed, if 
they have opened the eyes of the Christians of 
the world, of various ntmes, to the necessity of 
harmonious action apain.il tbe enemies of Christ, 
and spurred them to increased exei tiens in His 
cause, they most assuredly have not been in 
vain. That after thirteen years have elapsed 
since tbe formation ol tbe Alliance it returns to 
tbe city of its birth with tidings ol the sy mpathy 
it has elicited wherever the cime ol Jesus is 
known, of its mighty gatherings at London, at 
Peris, aod at Berlin, and presenting in one firm 
body an iJustrioos host of tbe wise and good 
from different lands aod of every evangelical 
creed, is piooi irrefutable, which reason cannot 
withstand or ridicule impair, that it has been 
fruitful in the work to which it was pledg
ed. But in practical operations, we have 
•aid, it has exceeded expectation. We need on
ly in confirmation ot Ibis assertion to point to the 
activity it has displayed wherever evidences of 
religious intolerance in either Protestant or Papal 
countries have unhappily provided the oppor
tunity and tbe necessity tor its remonstrance. It 
has been^nd continue» to be the guardian ol reli
gious liberty throughout the globe. It may be said, 
m its relation lo England, to move the arm that 
moves Ibe world. From Sweden, which expels 
the papist, to Naples, which imprisons Ibe pro
testant, ite voice baa been heard and its ii.fi ». 
ence felt.

Tbe meeting which this year convened at 
Liverpool appears to ns the most important 
which has yet been held since the inauguration 
of tbe Alliance. In the range and importance 
of tbe subjects discussed, and tbe unanimity of 
opinion which prevailed, it is certainly unsur
passed. Regarding the policy which it is the 
duty of our nation to pursue in India it has 
spoken in a manner calculated lo check, if any
thing can do so, tbe precipitate conclusions ol 
some English Statesmen, and lo qualify tbeir 
attachment to that “ religious neutrality " oo 
which they professed to he eboot lo administer 
■ he affairs of our Eastern Empire. On the 
Confessional, so wickedly luiporteJ into the 
Church of England by vain men aspiring to 
till the place ol God, it baa let fall the weight 
ol righteous iodigoation, “protesting in the 
name of pure morals, ot family peace, of public 
liberty, and of the Cbrisiian religion null, 
against these unhallowed intrusions into Ibe re
cesses of the human heart, which thus tamper 
with the eanciitiee ol the domestic circle in roe 
persons of the wives end daughters of England, 
and which must incur the deep resentment ol 
an insulted nation.”

Attention was given to the vase of Priests 
seceding from the Church ot Rome, of whom it 
is a source of joy lo know that there are some 
in Bohemia and elsewhere. Tbe Conference1 
deprecated, as a general principle, tbe engage
ment of such priests as evangelists, and com
mended them to the care of Cbrisiian marchants 
and men ol business who might provide for them 
suitable employment. It did not spare those 
Protestant countries on which, a!as, the foul 
stain of peisecution rests, but resolved upon 
another appeal to them by special deputation, 
whilst it sends mesrengers ol sympathy to these 
afflicted Brethren who suffer under tbe intol- 
leiat.ee of Rome- In that latest am^ infamous 
case of Raman intrigue ami injustice, lb# bap
tism and abduction of the Jewish child Mortara, 
the Alliance is rcsoivid to exert itself 1er the 
restoration of the child to it* parents, and that 
Rome shall k-arn that “Christendom will not 
permit the ecclesiastical tyranny ol former 
ages to manifest itself again with impurity, in 
such a shameless form, at the present period of 
the world’s history.” Consideraiion was given 
to the position ol the Briti.-b Government to
wards Mayoooth, a position Irom which there 
is some bop#, and every protestant will pray, 
it may soon find an honorable relief.

We shall enumerate no further the subjects 
brought before the Conference. It will be seen 
that its members have fearlessly addressed them
selves to tbe work ol moulding public opinion 
and moving Cabinets on questions of vital impor
tance to the human race. They are ail questions 
which legitimately come under the cognizance of 
such a religions assembly, wbi oit is iu the sphere 
of politics that roost ol them most be ultimately 
decided. One sentiment of gratitude to God 
will animate all Christians, we shoold thick, that 
He has pot it into the hearts of so many of IIi« 
illustrious servsots lo gather together and to co
operate in the great and necessary work of im
pressing tbe public mind and tbe statesmen of 
Europe with a sense of accountaoility fo Him 
who rules the universe.

The Evangelical Alliance.
Under the auspices ot the Evangelical Alliance 

a Conference has recently been held at Liver, 
pool, Legend, of Christians recognizing tbe ne
cessity and beauty of tb.t unity ol purpose and 
action, and that harmony of spirit, among the 
various evangelical branches of the Church of 
Christ, which it is the object of tbe Alliance to 
devtlope aod promote. To be a member of this
Conference it was not necessary to have given 

New Brunswick, end tbe impartial principles ol [ fo adhesion to the Evangelical Affiance; lo ex
rectitude which governed bun iu tbe perforce- ‘ prcss entire sympathy with its basis and p'ans, 
auce of Hi# onerous and critical engagements, i or to pledge in any way one's approbstion of its 
not only secured to him tbe most implicit coo- ! proceedings. The Conference wss cne 1er open 
fijcncc and high encomiums ol bis employers, j and free dieenraien, in which the Council of the 
hut alto the admiration and respect ol all who I Alliance were wi ling that tbe principles and 
had any transactions with biro. ! acts of their organization should be canvassed

la connection with bis integrity, disinterested i with the greatest liberty, and really desirous to 
lemvdtentc may be men'ioned as another im- j learn whether in tbe estimation of eminent aod
portant fruit of his piety. He ever cherished a 
sympathetic coocern to alleviate the temporal 
-wants and spiritual necessities of his fellow men. 
Mercy with him was not a mere negative affec
tion but as far as his comparatively limited in
come would allow it was manifested io doing 
good. In the bestowment of his gifts he uni- 
!o mly acted on lbe principls recommended by 
the Redeemer, “ When thou doest alms, let not 
thy left band know what thy right band d outi
lle generally employed others as Almoners ol 
his bouoties, and many ol ibe poor and destitute 
iu this city were unconsciously tbe subjects of 
Lis generosity. His charities did not consul 
in the mere distribution of superfluities, things 
that be could spare without any abridgment of 
his own luxuries and comforts ; but they were 
all the result ol sacrifice and ee.f denial, given 
oo Ibe principle of tbe widow’s mite, and there
fore merited tbe commendation of that Saviour, 
who when tbe means of a more liberal offering 
were wanting said “ For all these have of tbeir 
abundance cast in unto the offerings of God ; 
but she of her penury bath cast in all the living 
that she had.

O.ber prominent traits which distinguished 
the character of our lamented friend were his 
systematic and vntoearied sea1 and activity. He 
wes no mere theorist, but eminently a practical
mao. Hie seal woe awakened and maintained

judicious Christian friends any plan more potent 
than the Alliance itself could be devised tor the 
furtheiacce of.the noble objectât which they 
aim. They have, we think, every reason to be 
eatirfied wuh tbe result, and to be more than 
ever continued in the confidence that tbeir So
ciety is a child of Divine Providence, So far 
Irom indicating any surer or mote practical 
mode of increasing and exhibiting tbe unity in 
laith and spirit of those who love tbo Lord Jesus 
Christ m sincerity, the meetings at Liverpool 
havefurnisbed the clearest evidence of Ibe unique 
and comprehensive beneficence of such an asso
ciation.

It has been the habit el some portions of ibe 
British Press lo tidarole the meetings and man 
ageroeut of the Evangelical Alliance; the one as 
ending in talk, and the other as unproductive ol 
any important practical result. It is easy to in- 
dulge such taunts; but no one can acquaint him
self with tbe history ol the Alliance without dis
covering that they are unfounded and unfeir 
This body bas indeed achieved more in the way 
of action than could at first have been reason 
ably anticipated. It was formed not lor tbe pur- 
pose of interfering in affairs of stale, nor even 
with the view of initiating and supporting any 
new evangelical enterprise. Ils province was to 
to make Christian men better acquainted with 
each other, to guide them to e clearer apprehen-

t Death of Charles F. Allison, 
Esquire.

The painful duty has not unfrequently 
devolved upon ua, within the past few 
year», of recording the decease of dear and 
valued friends. We now add, sorrowfully, 
lo tb* list the name of tbe munificent foun
der andfemr generous friend of the Wes
leyan Academies at Sackville, New Brun
swick. The stroke falls heavily not only 
upon a family, or a neighborhood, or a deno
mination, when such men die. Within that 
limited circle where his virtues have been 
daily exhibited, peculiarly poignant, indeed, 
must be the sorrow of those who mourn tbe 
loss of a companion, counsellor and friend; 
bat the life of Chaules F. Allison was 
not one of limited benevolence. He was a 
benefactor to his race, a blessing to bis coun
try, an ornament to the age in which he 
lived. He lived cot for himself, but for his 
generetion, and for generations yet nnborn. 
Fortune, this world’s wealth, he sought and 
won ; but lavished it not on personal plea
sures, or selfish aggrandizement. His time 
ar.d bis means were freely given to the 
noble cause of securing to the youth ol 
these provincee a so cd, liberal and religious 
education. Hie humility equalled liis mun- 
niiicence. He thirsted not for fame. But 
he bai erected a monument more noble than 
sculptured stone in the institutions he has 
reared, and w.th which his worthy name 
most be forever associated. He has now in 
the all-wise though inscrutable, Providence 
of Him to whose decrees tbe Christian must 
ever bow in meek, unquestioning submis
sion, been summoned from his sphere of 
usefulness on earth. It is our duty to praise 
God for having protracted his life to the 
nge of sixty-four years, and to pray that 
Methodism may ever be faithful and fruit- 
lui in the tru I which he has committed to 
her.

We are thankful, aod all Methodism will 
be thankful, to the trustees of the Mount 
Allison Wesleyan Academy that we shall 
have sack a memorial of our deparied brother 
aa the full length portrait by Mr. Gush will 
afford. That painting is not yet complete, but 
all that was necessary to be done in the 
presence of tbe living original, was perfect

ed ere tbe stroke of sickness came open 
him.

Our only information as yet regarding 
the decease of oor lamented friend is deriv
ed from à telegram received on Saturday 
last, which states that he expired at his resi
dence on that day ai a quarter past two, p. 
m. He had been suffering from erysipelas.

Mount Allison Academy, Sack
ville, N. B.

CLOSE or TBS TERM—EXAMINATIONS, &C.

With tbe deep shadow thrown upon the mind 
from tbe unexpected and roach lamented death 
of tbe Founder of the above Institution, Charles 
F. Allison, E q., which look place on Saturday 
last, it becomes a most difficult and oppressive 
task to detail tb» particulars pf z recent visit for 
the purpose ol attending the ezimination of the 
Students of the soove Institution it the close of 
ibe first term of this Academic year ; yet justice 
to the Officers and Teachers, and justice to tbe 
Students themselves demands some effort at our 
hands without delay.

After spending a profitable and delightful 
Sabbath in the Sanctuary—where for many suc
cessive days the labors of the ministers, in con
junction with Dr. and Mrs. Palmer, have been 
abundantly blessed—we entered on tbe duty of 
attending the various classes on Monday morning 
Nov. 15 h, at 8J" o’clock. Oo this day tbe exam
ination was simultaneous io both Institutions ; wo 
could only, therefore, be present at one ball ol 
each.

Tbe forenoon was selected to be spent among 
the classes of tbe Female Branch—and very gra- 
tilying indeed was the progress which bad been 
made under the excellent Principal and his de 
voted lady. A class of 19 iu French was in pro
gress when we entered tbe room, under the tui
tion of Mis. Allison, «hewing in elementary 
knowledge of the language itself, as well iu in 
pronunciation, considerable efficiency. In three 
quarters of an hour we transferred ourselves to 
ibe tisse room of tbe Principal, where 13 
young lidies were engaged at tbe Blick-board 
in solving in Fractions some most difficult pro
blems—we were pleased to see that no books 
were allowed—the sums were presented lo 
each on a slip of paper—tbe rule must be previ
ously known and understood or the woik could 
not be done,—in the short lime we staid the 
nimble fingers bad woiked out for each lour or 
five sume. Tho same plin was followed when 
the dsn io Algebra was called up; and in this 
«1,0 a delightful proficiency and a laudable emu- 
1st ion appeared to tharaeterizs the entire class. 
We next visited the claaa room ol Mis» Allison, 
one of the accompli,bed leather» of tbe Institu
tion; tbe study was Arithmetic, in Common 
Proper ion and Reduction ol Fraction». Then 
came a class in CbemLtry, under Mr». Allison; 
then under tbe same an advanced class In 
Fieucb ; altaiwards a clasi in Physical Geogra
phy under Mi»» Aliiaou ; closing our forenoon 
exercises with an advanced (Use in German, 
reading Schiller’» tragedies with fluency ami 
translating Ibe same with precision, under the 
care of tbe Principal.

After a hasty meal we transferred our atten- 
tention to Ibe Male Branch, under tbe care ol 
tbe learned Pnoeipsl, Dr. Pickard, with an ef- 
fiaient staff of Teachers. We did not attend 
one clats which caused any solicitude from the 
deficiency ol any of its pupils in eirber Institu
tion, and il is cur special wish to avoid invidious 
distinctions when all was so satisfactory and ex
cellent.

Tbe first class examination was in Greek, 
under Mr. Reid—a vary elaborate examination ; 
then an elementary claie io French under tbe 
same ; then a clan in Natural History under Mr. 
T. Pickard's care; then an advanced Latin clan— 
reading, translating, and parsing Virgil’s riineid, 
under Mr. Reid ; closing with a junior das» in 
Latin, examined in tbe declension of verbe very 
sa'infactenly by ibe Teacher—Mr. Inche.

Each ol tbe clanes throughout was continued 
three quarter» of an hour ; and tbe whole waa of 
• very pleasing and satisfactory character.

Oo the evening of Monday the first meeting 
of the Mount Allison Ladies’ Literary Society 
waa held in Linglty Hall, Mrs. Allison, Presi
dent. The bill of fare was only equalled by tbe 
relish afforded by tbe entertainment : we can 
only glance at the programme, including Presi
dent’s address, with original papers read by tbe 
respective anthers, on the following subjects : 
** Historical Essay,” “ What’s in a name ?” 
“ Which il superior, Reput lican or Monarchical 
Government ?" Biographical Essay—“ Woman
ly Heroism," “ Tbe Rising Times *—a poem ; 
aod last, “ The Ladies’ Newspaper.” The 
exercise» of the evening were enlivened by 
music on tbe Organ and Piano by Mias Cronan, 
one of the Teachers of the Establishment.
,We should like just one column to give our 

readers a slight sketch of the “pabulum" af 
forded to us in this literary treat. All original, 
all spontaneous, no special supervision so as to 
interfere with their youthful plans, the sallies 
ol wit, the we 1 balanced views, tbe acquaint
ance with history, the poetic genius, each and 
ell by turns were illustrated io this entertain
ment, of wbic-b the closing piece, tbe newspaper,' 
was the crowning piece of tbe wbtls, about 
which we bav* some more to say,—tehrn tee 
dare : at Ibe present we are restrained through 
some fear of the lovely editresses having tbe last 
word in Ibe next issue.

Tbe next dsy, Tuesday, was tbe grand field 
day of which the preceding day’s exercises 
were but tbe prelude,—that tbe muster, Ibis 
grand marching order, that the skirmish, this 
ibe fight.

The exercises commenced at 8} A *, in Ling- 
ley Hall. The Students of boih branches of tbe 
Institution were present with tbeir respective 
t driers and teachers, and during the day a con
siderable number of friends from the surround
ing neighbourhood.

We shall be very concise in onr notice ol the 
day's exercises, because we happen to know how 
little room we have to spare in our columns
to-day.

First of course, the examination ot tbe young 
ladtvs took place. A clcsa in English Grammar 
by Misa Allison, very creditable; the next in 
Mental Philosophy, under Mr. Aliison, well 
advanced and thorough; another in “Natural 
Theology,” under Mrs Allison was closely ex
amined in Paley at lo i length, extremely satis 
factory. Then came Geometry, with its practice 
on the black board, from Davies’ Legendre ex
tending to Prop. XL, IV. Book, the diagram» 
being well drawn and propositions well sustained. 
Afitrwards a cia-s ol Mrs. Allison's in Cicero, 
examined fo reading, translation and general 
and analytical structure of tbe text jo three ol 
the orations against Cataline. This closed the 
examination of the Female Branch,—a short 
rcce.-s for dinner and wa were again in tbe Hall, 
tbe afternoon being devoted to Students of tbe 
M«!e Branch.

1st. A Class in English Grammar, examined 
in Lennie throughout.

2od. Oae in Algebra, under Mr. Patterson, 
its first term, bnt exhibiting considerable pro
ficiency.

3rd. An advanced class in Latin, under Mr. 
Reid, reading, translating, and parsing Cicero'» 
oration» fluently and unhesitatingly.

Then a class in Chemistry under Mr. Thor. 
Pickard, and lastly one in Geometry and Differ-

epriai Calculus. All were examined cloaely and
at length, and out of all routine, each class occu
pying three quarters of an hour, and evidencing 
a very satisfactory acquaintance with tbe subject 
under consideration.

To tbe friend» of tbe Institution it must have 
been gratifying to witneaa tbe proficiency of the 
S udenta—alas ! one—its beat friend was absent 
for tbe firat time, and little did we then think to 
be present with us no more on earth—while to 
the official visitors the satisfaction fell with ike 
examination was perfect aod complete.

At 4 PM. an interesting exhibition of the 
Junior Femiie Students took place, for recita
tion, and for reading essays in prose and verse, a 
dialogue in French waa well sustained, and same 
very juvenile performance» on tbe piano, gave 
promise of future excellence. Professor Agthe 
who bad recently been quite sick, opened the 
exercises with a voluntary on the Organ, Ibe 
respective Principals read out the standing of 
the Students, and the comparative deportment ; 
the visitors made appropriate remaika, and tbe 
closing prayer was offered by the Rev. J. Mc- 
Murray. C. C.

P; S. Specimens of the Fine Arts, in Oil 
Painting, Crayons, Pencil, and Wax Flowers, 
were on exhibition during tbe day in the Ladies 
Recaption Hall, and were very creditable lo 
those whose skill bad produced them.

Letter from England,
From our own Correspondent.

England, Oct. 23th, 18Ô8-
News is as scarce as gold,—nay scarcer, 

—tor gold can be got just now with com- 
parative facility,—but news by no chance. 
Without a Parliamentary session,—at a sea
son when honourable members instead of 
visiting their constituencies are slaughtering 
grouse upon the moor» or stalking deer in 
ibe Higlande ; when tbe Cabinets of Europe 
are almost provckingly undemonstrative, 
and the setting io of the rainy season has 
damped for a lime the military movements 
in India,—il is really wonderful how the 
press of the land can maintain itself at all. 
We are not surprised that at such a time as 
this “ monster cabbages ’’ begin to play a 
conspicuous pert in the columns of provin
cial papers, marvellous numbers of mothers 
are blessed with sudden additions of “ three 
fine children ’’ lo the family circle, all of 
whom are doing well ; unparalleled cases of 
longt vity occur, and are duly chronicled,— 
and in some localities, the inhabitants are 
astonished by the descent of a “shower of 
frogs." Even “ penny-a-lining ” becomes 
arduous, and the moil fertile genius has 
some difficulty in inventing material to satis
fy tbe demand.

One thing however, all joornalista have to 
be thankful for,—and that is, that just at this 
season some ot the most influential of the 
political, social, and religious meetings of 
the provinces are held,—and at many of 
these speeches arc made by illustrious 
nohlimen, upon questions of lbe day, which 
afford ample mat- rial not only ibr tho re
porter, but for the writers tf those stern 
and uncompromising “ leader» ” which have 
made many a stout man pale before now.

Since the date ot my last letter, we have 
bad the annual meetings, or conferences, of 
very important societies,—the British As
sociai ton for the Promotion of Science,— 
and the Association for Social Science.— 
With the Conferences of both Associations 
some of tbe finest men of the day were 
idem lied, and (o the friends of Science in 
the West Riding ol Yorkshire an opportu
nity has been offered for seeing and bearing 
Faraday, Herechell, Owen, Murchison, 
Sabine, Whtwell, and others whose names 
are illustrious in tbeir particular depart
ment ; while to tbe friends of social order 
and progress in Liverpool was afforded the 
privilege of listening to the Earls of Carlisle 
and Shrewsbury,—Lords Brougham and J. 
Russell, with whom were associated other 
noblemen and gentlemen, ever to be regard
ed as benefactors of the working men of 
this country.

It really ia very beautiful to see bow tbe 
most eminent noblemen of Ibis country are 
identifying themselves with tbe people’s 
cause, and beading the onward march. Such 
a man as Brougham has himself risen fiom 
the masses, and possesses innate sympathy 
for them, but Carlisle and Shaftesbury and 
Russell are the scions of ancient and noble 
siocks, who have however dared to break 
through tbe barriers of conventionalism, to 
discharge the tine functions of tbeir status, 
functions which if not proposed and honour
ed by men, are recognized by God. All 
honour to them for their manly and gener
ous sympathy with lbe demoralzed and 
the ouicast ol society, and for tbe earnest
ness with which they give themselves to any 
work, for the ultimate benefit of their fel
lows. Their's is the true Debility, and their 
policy will do far moie towards upholding 
tbe grand old aristocracy of England, than 
a haughty exclus vnm or system of caste — 
There was perhaps hardly a working man 
in the vast meeting add res,ed by those noble 
fords at Liverpool who did not leel proud of 
the nobility of his country, when the»e 
illustrious men, distinguished in science and 
politics as well as birth, came among them 
to ta k to them, not as beings of a higher 
order, but as brother men, lo give them the 
results of their own close and careful study 
ol the great questions ol social amelioration, 
and to assure them of sympathy for tbeir 
welfare.

The great phenomenon of the month has 
been the comet of Dooati. We have indeed 
had a rich treat, which has thrown all the 
astronomers into an excitement which they 
will not soon get over. It is a question 
whether after tbe visit of this illustrious but 
eccentric wanderer, our astronomical profes
sors will he able to come down to a plain, 
homely star,—a common-place end every 
day planet. The comet has proved a very 
Spurgeon among ihe greater and lesser 
lights of the firmament, attracting as won- 
dtrlul crowds,—describing as eccentric a 
course,—presenting as frequent mutations, 
—and remaining altogether aa unintelligible 
and undeicrtbable a phenomenon as the 
reverend genii'man himself. Night after 
night we have been astonished to discover 
Ihe mad freaks of this strange visitant, 
sometimes appearing with blazing nucleus, 
as though watching us with an eye of fire, 
and again i> earing an aspect dull and sleepy, 
us though tired of his round of inspection. 
And as to his tail, the gyrations of that ap
pendage were- zeally out of all bounds,— 
now it curved to the right, and then as if 
growing tired of the position it curved to 
the left,—and then as though somewhat 
nettled by the inquisitiveness of admiring 
crowds, it stuck straight up, unbending and 
defiant. Tne most remarkable feature of 
ite conduct was the utterly outrageous 
growth of its tail. It seemed to think noth
ing of a few millions ot miles a night, and 
after having run on until it reached a length 
of about forty millions of miles, it suddenly 
whisked itself away, tail and all, and now 
we have nothing to look upon but the stars. 
They may be worlds, it is true, but they are 
very tame-

Following the traditional “go-ahead" 
policy of the colonies, your readers may 
probably have arrived at a solution of the 
question: What is a comet? We in old 
England are all be-puzzled. We have had 
plenty of theories ol course, some of them 
plausible enough, but none so clever and

complete a* to meet the case of our celestial 
visitant He has left us, without makiug a 
sign, or bequeathing an autobiography, and 
his precise character is a mystery as great 
as that ol the man in the Iron Mask. Per
chance when he makes his next round, he 
will find himself shorn of all the glory of 
incognito, and will put forth his millions of
miles of tail without antoci-hing anybody.__
In tbe great cycle of events even cornets 
have only their day. and must succumb to 
some phenomena more mysterious and start
ling.
The Emperor of Russia is winning golden 

opinions from all lovers of humanity and 
freedom. His colossal scheme for emanci
pating the serfs of bis Empire, has hardly 
its parallel in the political measures ot this 

I country. It is, as Russian Society is con- 
1 stiiuied, a grand and daring stroke,—and if 
carried out, will raise ils author to a ptnna- i de of historic greatnem attained by none of 
hi* predecessors in tne autocracy. The 

! setting free of the Russian peasants is the 
I one necessity of the Empire, and will do 
more for its emergence from batbarism than 
all the projected conquests of the unhappy 
Nicolas. Hereafter Russia will, by more 
than mere brute force, take her place among 
ike great Powers ot Europe. When will 
America follow her example, and inaugu
rate a day ol" world-wide freedom ? Russia 
emancipating her serfs, and America setting 
free her slaves, were a picture lo make 
every high heart heat, and every eye to 
glisten. America proudly claims to be the 
nation of the tree, but she will never achiev- 
true greatness while slavery is sanctioned 
by her national code. She may wave her 
starred and striped banner high among the 
nations and as.-ert her power, but every free 
heart discerns a fetter upon her wrist and 
despises her.

It would seem that the promoters of the 
Atlantic Telegraph scheme would have 
done better if they had observed the old 
adage, and not whistled until they were out 
of the wood. Tbe cable, it appears, clasps 
the continents in a most cordial and com
plete fashion, but declines to have any fur
ther communication,—jost like tbe mutual 
friend ol two beings who have fallen out, 
who, while willing lo cleave to each, has no 
notion of mediating between the two. At 
present the cable is a cable, and nothing 
more,—unless, indeed, there be something 
in Punch’s suggestion that it cannot be 
quite useless, seeing that Neptune may find 
it convenient to hang his clothes on. Ulti
mate failure D of course out of the question. 
There will be telegraphic ccoinmuoicstion 
between England and America, a* a per 
maaent thing, without doubt, but we shall 
have to wait a little longer, perhaps. Whe
ther il will ever pay, is quite another thing 
These gigantic schemes seldom do. Levie- 
tbans turn out badly—Thames Tunnels are 
innocent of dividends—and even Crystal 
Palaces are more associated with “ calls ’’ 
than profits.

Oar English trade is looking up meut en
couragingly. The very face of tbe nation 
is altering. The despondent virage ol the 
last winter is disappearing, day by day. Io 
the manufacturing districts it is quite cheer
ing to bear the roar of machinery, and to see 
st night how all the factories are lighted up 
with countle«* jets of gas. It will be a 
grand thing if the depression of tbe past 
has taught the commercial world a lteson 
For some years at least the rash and un
principled tradesman will meet with but 
little sympathy,—and it is to be hoped tirai 
commerce at large will be regulated by 
more legitimate principles, and founded on 
a more honourable and solid basis.

There is great excitement fo England on 
the “ confessional ’’ question. The more if 
is gone into, the more deeply does it appear 
to have penetrated the Established Church, 
—and a thing hitherto regarded as having 
but a feeble existence, is now proved to 
bold a flourishing position. The delicate
ness of the evidence upon which the question 
turns, and the influence brought to bear 
open the deluded victims of priestcraft, in 
the shape of money and grants, will prevent 
that thoiough exposure of lWe WM«sas and 
loathsome practice, which all pure-minded 
men must desiderate. It may be that the 
excitement which ha* been occasioned, will 
only tend to deepen the evil, end to lend to 
its more secret development. The Boyn- 
hill case fias hardly likely to do much harm 
to the sydem, the parties concern.d being 
of too questionable a character to secure 
the faith ind respect of tbe public. We 
are dealing, too, with men who are pervad
ed by Jesuitry, whose plans have been laid 
with supreme craft, and who will as certain, 
iy wriggle out of all chargee, as though they 
were as innocent as angels of ligh:. But 
popular feeling rune high, aod thus when 
the Bishop of Oxford made his appearance 

i last week upon the platform of St. George’s 
Hall, Bradford, as a deputation from a 
Church Missionary Society, be was received 
with a storm ol hisses and groans, which few 
but Samuel Wilberforce colud bave faced, 
and which required the full power ol bis elo
quence to put down. Popular indignation 
however, will soon tire. Nothing is so 
abort lived ; and then tbe priestly insinuant 
will go quietly on, undermining the inno
cence of the pure, perilling tbe confidence 
of home, playing with tbe fears of the weak, 
leading espuve silly women by scores, until 
England wekes up eome day lo the fright
ful discovery that Romanism is throned in 
her palaces and her cottages, her temples 
and her shrines, and that the must rouse 
hersell to one grand and dtcisive struggle, 
tr tamely give up her Protestant faith, and 
become a slave.

Tbe Conference of the Evangelical Alli
ance is now being held in Liverpool.— 
Doubtless this confessional question will 
occupy a prominent place in its discussions. 
The master-spirit of this grand and catholic 
organization is gone,—and as the command
ing form of Dr. Bunting is missed from its 
wonted place, the members of the Alliance 
will feel truly that a great man has (alien. 
It seems likely that the Confluence will bo 
of a very important character, indeed 
there are many lines just now in the reli
gious world which seem to be converging 
to some great centre, some crisis iu the 
spiritual history of the world. Ooe cannot 
view the signa of the times without coming 
to this conclusion. The religious revival fo 
the United States,—the prospective opening 
of China and India to the preaching of tbe 
Gospel on a larger scale,—the aggressive 
developments of tbe Anglican Church,—the 
scheme for evangelizing the working classes, 
—the throwing open of cathedrals for Sab
bath evening worship on a plan of unparal- 
elltd magnitude, are ail signs of the timet 
which cannot be regarded but with hopeful 
anticipation by the devout. These are days 
for earnest prayer, days for the strengthen
ing of faith, so that whether the future be 
one of terrible conflict with evil, or of the 
triumphant progress of good, the people 
ol God may stand prepared.

There is very little that is special to 
chronicle fo the Methodist world. The 
progress of tbe cause is steady and sure 
Io some places there are stirrings of a more 
extraordinary character, but as a whole 
there is a general advance. Congregations 
are quietly enlarging, fresh life is befog 
infused into the various social meetings of 
our system, the foundation-stones of "new 
chapels are being laid, day schools are being 
es’ablished, and all the pulsations of the 
Methodist heart are healthful it is very
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! expecting if, and wc hope soon to record*" 
glorious revival of the work ol God throuok 
the length and breadth of the ’ar.d. "
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, out the Methodist chape la, tht station ,a 
Iwhtch they remove. 1, j, determined ! 
i send out some three or lour mission,,. cJm j lain» to the army in India. 1

Mr. Prest, the worthy Secretary 0f 
I Home Mission movement ha* ,e(.. oar 
j from the dangerous illness under winch h 
i laboured at the Conference, and which w”,
| no doubt brought about mainly by bisecate.
| less devotion to the work over which he prc. 
sides. Though this work, as a distinct de- 
partment of Methodist labour.is but in its fo. 
fancy, Mi exhibiting very hopeful sjmp. 
toms. Several Home Missionary minieters 
have been sent out to cultivate tlie more des- . 
titute districts of tbe country, and the dense- 
ly populated localities of large towns. The» 
plan is lo fix npen some small chapel as the 
nucleus of their operations ; and to preach 
in it every Sunday evening. Starting from 
this point they radiate into the immidtate 
neighbourhood, visiting from house to bottas, 
leaving tracts, ascertain whether the inmates 
attend any place of worship, if cof, inviting 
'.hem to the Wesleyan Chapel If they cae 
secure a cottage or room in any district they 
arrange to preach there in the evening of the 
week-day, and go round to solicit all the 
neighbours to attend They generally find 
a few godly men who are willing lo aunt 
them,—and their labours are already begin- 
ning to yield some cheering fruit. Thu 
seems fo be the only way by which we can 
reach the masses of ihe people, w ho attend 
no place of worship, and are indifferent to 
the claims of religion, if no other end is 
realised, these home missionary operations 
have great influence in stirring up the zesl 
of Ihe church in that locality.

The Leeds Missionary Anniversary has 
now become almost on institution of Metho- 
diun. It causes more excitement and inter
est even than then the grand Conctxional 
Anmvetsary in London in the month of 
May. It has just come off, end your read
ers may be glad to bear a short sketch of our 
mode of conducting this monster miraionay 
demonstration. On Sunday last, prepara
tory sermons were pkacbtd in all the Wes- 
ley an chapels in the town. On Monday 
rooming a private breakfast meeting was 
held at the house of one of the Leeds 
friends, to which tbe principal supporter» of 
Methodism in the (own were invited. At 
this meeting tbe question was aeked : Wbst 
•ball the collections at this anniversary 
amount to ? Each gentleman present stated 
the sum which he was disposed lo give,— 
and the ^mounts promised reached the no
ble figure of thirteen hundred pounds. The 
firat meeting was held fo the noble chapel, 
Oxford Place, on Monday evening,—ihj, 
was adjourned to Brunswick Cbapej on 
Tuesday evening,—and the anniveraar was 
closed by a Breakfast meeting on Wednes
day morning. Hitherto this last meeting 
has been held in the Brunswick School 
Room,—but this year tbe Metbodtais of 
Leeds determined to hire their new aak 
magnificent Town Hall,—recently opened 
by Her Majesty and the Prince Consort. 
Thirteen hundred tickets were issued and 
bought up at once. Oo ibe previous Satur
day not a ticket waa to be got for love or 
money. Some of the leading friends, never 
dreaming of any difficulty in obtaining tick
ets, left tbe business until Monday,'aid were 
astonished and chagrined to find ibat they 
could not obtain admission "
As much as belt • gwtoea waa offered il 
many cases lor • ticket, but in vain. Bf 
eight o'clock on Wednesday morning tbe 
dingy, dirty streets ef Leeds presented an 
unusually gay and animated appearance. 
The square in front of the Town Hall was 
almost like a fair. On entering the build
ing one was struck with the magnificent 
sight. Tbe splendid balk with its stately pil
lars cf polished granite, its gorgeously blaz
oned organ, vomiting for.b thunders, its tia- 

, borate decorations, its almost dizzy height,
! and above all tbe, dense crowd of happy- 
I looking, gaily-dressed people, gathered to- 
! geiher to do honour to their favourite cause,
1 combined to form a picture never to be for
gotten. A very sumptuous breakfast was 

1 provided by the liberality of tbe Leeds la- 
| dies,—and if one might judge from the clat- 
j ter of knives, forks, and plates, and from 
the strangely desolate appearance of the is- 
hies after the ceremony, ample juttice was 
done by eleven hundred Yoikshue folk to 
tbe entertainment During the breakfast 
voluntaries wete played on the grand organ, 
and every one seemed delighted with tbe 
performance. When the eating process was 
concluded the tables were removed, a plat
form was extemporised in tho middle ol the 
hall, and the chair was taken by the prince
ly proprietor of Arthington Hall, tbe well- 
known Thomas F armer. Tke speeches were 
directee mainly to the interests of Chinn ar.d 
India,—and after a highly interi »ting*jeel- 
ing tbe large assembly dispersed, cariying 
home, in addition to the happy roemorte. of 
the meeting, tbe intelligence that the pro
ceeds of tbe anniversary were upwards of 
two thousand pounds. The Rev. Dr. Dix- 
on waa to have preached befeie the Society 
•t mght but he was ill. Hts place was well 
supplied by the Rev. Luke Tiy trman. And 
•o ended the Leeds anniversary. The Uni
ted Methodist Church, made up of ihe fusion 
of the Reformers and the association, held 
their meeting on the night appointed for the 
holding of ours, and secured the services of 
the notorious Mr. Caugbey. It i» almost ■ 
needless however to say that this attempt to 
spoil our meeting was a failure.

The Leeds Anniversary.
From correspondence in the London Watch

man we extract the followiag report ol tbe 45 h 
anniversary of tbe Wesleyan Missionary Sxiety 
at Leeds. Some account of tbe adjourned meet
ing, taken from the same paper, will appear is 
Our next.

Tbe Sabbath broke brightly and auspiciotnlyi 
and at an early hour tbe voice of prayer nceo* 
ed from the leading sanctuariee. And thus wets 
benign influences secured for “ tbe great cos- 
gregatione.” If it be permitted to us to partiel" 
Lrise, we may mention with what hallows# 
delight the Rev. John Farrar’s audience liitee*# 
to hie deacription of “ tbe whole family in be»** 
and in earth "—the Rev. George O.bora’s 
terly analysis of Ibe Apostle's argument a»** 
constraining “ love ol Cbriit,” and the Be' 
Luke Tyeroan’s ehquent er.umeraik» ,be 
“ glories ” that should “ follow ” the " ,ud'r 
fogs * of the Redeemer.

The afternoon services were thronged by 
juvenile congregation» (who are tbos taught tp 
cherish an ardent and practical inteieet '■jjj 
Anniversary;) and were addressed by "
Messrs. Bui
Bttewswy.
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