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WE REGRET TO REPORT.

In reading a recer t issne of The Chris-
tian Guardian, we bappened upon a para-
graph that warrants the caption “‘An-
ther good man gone wrong. 4

We are |
sorry, but we fear that the ondition of
the editor is beyond human aid. Asa
private citizen he is a very estimablc

gentleman. e pays his debts, bas an |
abiding respect for law, and in his owr |
way adds something to the resources of ;
the community. As an editor he is,
when trenching on matters pertaiuir
to the chureh, no ornament arnal- |
That he does not see ey ‘

with us we can bear with equanimity.
His arguments against \rouse no
impatience. But we thir that ex
yibitions of bigotry do not d

e glory of any sect, and we ars {1
the opinion that the retailit iand |
ft refuted calum: does it a
gentleman, who is, we pres , no ally |
{ the forces of ere
fore, we read tl the

sorry friend of both
dividual liberty,”
We

we feel sorry fo

writer. are sorry because it is

intrue

the anti-Catholic ania by

There is a good deal of unctuous

twaddle on the religious situvation in
France. From one non-Catholie editor
we hear that those who know the situa-
tion best are prepared to say that
France must become a Protestant nation
r die, Frenchmen, however, we may
remark, may lose their faith without
losing their reason. The Latin is not
dispoced, as a rule, to accept any
a clergyman's attire as an
ambassador of God. e may ask him
for his credentials., Ie will not take
him blindly and receive his interpreta-
zion of the Bible as God's word. He
must be sure that it is Ged's word, and
not, and cannot with any
show of reason base his belief on the
word of a man. The Frenchmen are
too logical to entertain the notion that
an individual who may be mistaken in
nis interpretation of the Bible, who
cannot prove by his
inspiration of the Bible, and who, if
true to his tenets, cannot make an act
of faith, is a sure guide. The editor
may watch IFrance's horizon for the
sun of Protestantism, but his vigil
will be iruitless, But he might
in studying the causes that have
led to the separation of church
and state in France, invest bis time o
some advantage. He might read the
declarations of men who are high in the
coancils of Fracce. If they read them,
and in deference to fair play publish
them, their readers may be constrained
to admit that the haters of nuns
and priests are averse to all re-
ligior, and the svppression of
the congregations is a flagrant
violation of justice. No democratic
ideas impel them, but a hatred of all
that Canadians esteem. We wonder
that Catholic France is pulled hither
and thither by a coterie of Infidels.
We offer no solution of the problem.
France, however, has been in sorer
straits than she is to day ; but she has
emerged from them and has had her
wounds dressed and been revitalized
by the church, which has inspired
French genius, and around which are
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A FEW REMARKS.

Faith in action is the be
for the non Catholic.
manifests

3wt argument
The who
his life is ex-
The ‘
man who adds his quota to the solutior

man
his truth by
tending God's Kingdom on earth.

of current problems, and is always |

tive citizens '’ is on record. We take

care to put a barrier against the trans-
mission of obscene matter, but we give
free way to the yellow sheets. Chron-
icles of sin, with their flippancy and
pictorial supplements, which, when not
erotic, are subversive of good tasts
and reverence. All this can, so far as
we are concerr ed, be stopped when we
so will it. If parents have consciences
ill. educated enough to this
kind of reading to ravage the house
hold, its editors will supply it. If, how-
ever, parents have the most elemant-
ideas of their responsibilities,
they will take care to create no de
mand for it.
yellow sheets are to be found in not a
Catholie
make a strong generation with these
tools, But with them
men and women who are dominated by
American ideas, who may wax cynical,
discontented and
will have little claim to the pure heart
that penetrateth heaven and hell,

permit

ary
As it is at present, the

few households. We cannot

we can fashion

envious and who

Bar then our door against these Sun-
day prints :
books for our encouragement and in-
struction the and
women—the ehurch's heroes—who set
their course by the sun of eternity.

Fill our shelves with clean

stories of men

A POLISH LEADER.

An incident which occurred on
Bishop Prendergast's recent visit to
Reading, Pa., is worthy of note. As
was his custom in English speaking
parishes, he administered a pledge
of total abstinence from intoxicants
until twenty-one years of age to the
children he confirmed at St. Peter's.
Rev. Adalbert Malusecki of St.
Mary's Polish Church, a portion of
whose candidates for the sacra-
ment received it at St. Peter's,
inquired as to the meaning of the
Bishop’s act, and then himself ad-
dressed his own people in their native
tongue and administered a like pledge
to them. This priest is said to have
already impressed on his young men
the benefits to be derived from total
abstinence, and delivers illustrated
lectures to them showing the dangers

its moat glorious traditione.

of drink.—Catholic Total Abstainer,
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A LAST REMINDER | L

Sunday vext will be Trinity Sunday.
The avnouncement is of grave import-
ance to all those who have no% com-
plied with the law of the church re
quiring them to the Holy Eu
charist at Easter time or lhl‘!’“.’\f‘ourl‘.
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HOW ST. IGNATIUS' CHURCH WAS
DESTROYE
ft San Fra
thquakxe b
’ ning of St. I
r set version o
lished.
Father Tesla
o'clock Mass on We [ i
April 18, and ! vd reaczhed that part
the Mass where the priest moves
the end of the al to receive
ciuets of water and wine from
acolyte. Returning to the centre of

the altar, Father Tesla had scarce
haited when the first shock of ti
quake was felt. The immense edifics
rocked and swayed, but the pioneer
wmasons did well their work, for, witl
the exception of a few strips of moald
ing, no damage to the interior was o
flicted. The movable ornaments, i. e.,
vases, candlesticks and altar decora
tions were hurled from their supports
and strewn about the floor.
removing the sacred vestments, Father
Tesla returned to the church from the
gacristy and made a hurried examina
tion of the ipjury sustained.

He was agreeably surprised at the
slight damaze noted The Fathers
account for this by the
strength of the double walls of the
structure.
fianked on all sides by double walls
the inner walls being supported by six
teen pillars.

The 7 o'clock Mass was said by
Father Demasine, but at that hour
there was no disturbance. 'I'ne Mass
that was to be the last service held in
the chureh, was begun
fatber Sasia officiating.

A large congregation was present
and the Preface had been reached by
the Father when the second beav)
shock occurred. The venerable Jesui
remained calm, and the people followi
his example did not leave the churc
Communion was given toa large number,
and the final Mass in that basilica,
which has held hundreds of thousands
of the faithful, was completed.
ATTENDED THE INJURED AND THE DYING.

Between times messages had been re
ceived at the residence telling ol the
maimed and dying being cared for at
the Mechanies' Pavilion. Ten Fathers
were dispatched to care for the in-
jured and administer to the spiritual
wants of the dying. These faithful
priests remained at their duty and only
left when flames consumed the pavilion
later in the day.

THE CHURCH IN FLAMES,

Many accounts and rumors were eir-
culated regarding the inception of the
fire that eventually destroyed the
church, but the following statement is
the correct version of the disastrous
affair,

At 1 o'clock on Wednesday after-
noon, a woman living on the corner of
Gough and Hayes streets, probably un-
awares of the broken condition of the
chimney in her dwelling, lighted a fire
in the stove of her kitchen, and an in-

substantial |

being distinguished
| specifying the doctrines of
which
concludes with these words :

with unfeigned faith, I detest and ab-
jure every
| opposed to the said Holy Cath lic and
Hastily |

which I tonch with my hand."”

t later flames burst from the
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Witk a sincere heart, therefore, and

error, heresy, and sect
Apostolic Roman church. So help me
God and these His Iloly Gospels,

Avother Methodist organ, the North
Western Christian Advocate, makes
the following extraordinary statement :
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" onversion as to one's religions faith
on account of personal convietion is

| praisemorthy, even though it be erron-

St. Igratius' church was |

sous ; but conversion for

| state is sacrilege.”” To which Father
| Lambert reolies in the Freeman's

at 8 o'clock |

Journal :

“D)y you really believe that an
erroneous conviction is praiseworthy,
or that error is praiseworthy in any

form ? We do not think you are so
oblivious of the basic prineiples ol
| ethies as that. You doubtless meant

| from what you said, It
| ity of

to say that the sincerity and honesty
of one who holds an erroneous convie
tion, believing it to be true, are praise-
worthy ; whish is a verydifferent thing
is the sincer-
the holder, not the erroneous
convietion, that is to be respected.

“But why do you assert that the
conversion of this young lady is for
reasons of State and not from honest
convietion in contradiction with her
own solemn asseveration that*® with a
sincere heart and with unfeigned faith
I detest and abjure every error, heresy
and sect opposed to the Holy Catholic
and Apostolic Roman church. So help
me God and these holy Gospels, which
[ touch with my hands?’

' After practically accusing this
young lady of perjury and sacrilege you
say, ‘In this instance the Princess En
is not at fault. Where did you get
this strange notion of moral responsi-
bility? Does your Methodist church
teach you that any one under any
circumstances can commit perjury and
sacrilege without guilt and personal
responsibility ?

% ‘The Spanish government,’ you
say, ‘is responsible for such a sacrifice
of their prospective queen.’ Accord-
ing to the oath of this young lady, she
made no sacrifice except to a sincere
heart and unfeigned faith,” That
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stories no false, but er
plausibility, were constantly virculated |
to our discredit. One which had no |
little acceptance even attributed war
der to myself and colleague. If we

could hear such stories about ourselves,
by a little inquiry, how must we be re
presented to the Catholies !

¢ Instead of accepting the reports of
those who had often wished well to
neither side, my colleague and myself
determined t it would be to mutual
advantage to ¢ slish friendly persor
relations with our Catholic neighbor
As the younger and smaller mission, it
seemed fitting that the first appr ach
should be made by us. We called, were
most hospitably received, and our visit
in due course returned, since which
time very pleasant relations have boecn
maintained. Personal acquaintarce
had let us to esteem the Catholic
priests most highly and to feel that tae
ramors circulated to their discreditare

without foundation. In the exceedingly
corrupt state of Chinese society at o
sent it would be strange if among so
large a body of adherents as are con

nected with their work in this distriet
there should not be frequent
of clash with their heathen peig
with the right and wrong on both sides
as inextricably mixed and as imp yssible
for an outsider to separate as in the
usnal Chinese quarrel. Kven in our
smaller work these troubles
stantly arising, and opinions of Protes
ant missionaries may differ much as to
whether a specific case is one of per-
secution on not. Whatever action one
| takes, it is sure to be xnivauw-u%.l
by the suspicious general public ; then
why should we be ready to believe all
the evil tales of our Catholic neigh
bors ?

‘“ As to their principle of procedure
in such troubles, it does not appear to
me to be so much at variance with our
own as would seem from the partisan re-
ports one hears generally. I have been
assured again and again that the Cath-
olics here refuse to receive those known
to be coming for protection, or to take up
any cases except tvhose believed to be
ones of persecution, Their practice, of
course, iike that of Protestants, differs
with the individual, and their splendid
organization lends the individual priest
a power which the Protestant mission-
ary certainly does not have. The
abuse of that power no doubt occasion-
ally occurs, but it is not to be taken
for granted on the testimony usually
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has its energies been manifested.
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CATHEDRAL BASEMENT A GRAN
ARY
The basement of the San Francisc
Cathedral ha serving as a suy
ply n since the catastrophe.
corresponuent of The | Angeles
Tidings thus describes a visit to the
plac
In e base nt of the Catl \
groat es of ovisions were
|t led out to all who asked for hel
| , well dressed crowd
| of } i or four deep
1 the way frono 1 side of
basement down pas front of ¢

| (Oathedral, and back the full length o
| the block to Franklin street. All
ried baskets for the

Car-
and simple
People who

bread
food provided for them.
a few days before were rich and it
receipt of haondsome incomes, waited
patiently to have their baskets filled.
[ estimate at least thousand four
hundred people were standing in line
at a given moment. Iow many were
there in one diy I conld not say. And
it seemed particnlarly appropriate that
those children of misfortune should go
for their bodily food to the place where
many of them for years had
their spiritnal sustenance. o the
Qatholic it was as the child
to its mother for protection and saccor.,
Of the Protestant, the Jew, the atheist
no questions were asked : all were on
a plane and received the same care and
assistance.”

one

received

going of a

T

There may be unmeasured pleasure
in honor, fame and wealth, but it is
as & day in eternity compared with the
joy of the sinner who sincerely turns

to the service of God.




