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Our Monthly Prize Essays.
- CONDITIONS OF COMPETITION.

1.—No award will be made unless one essay at
east comes up to the standard for publication.
2.—The essays will be judged by the ideas, argu
ments, oonclnoneu and oonf ity with the mb Ql,t,
and not by the grammar, punctuation
our ob, being to enoonngo farmers who haveen-
joyed few eduentlmu[ advantages.

8.—8hould one or more eml. in ad tion tov‘the

one receivi t
of the quep% nooond prlso bo award Imt
the plyment be lxrlon.ltunl books.
oose books or money, or

part of both. Belectlonl of books from our adver-
tised list must be sent in not later than the 15th of
the month in which the essays appear. Second
prlze essayists muy order books for any amount not

$3.00, but no balance will be remitted in
oash en first prize mention n‘thing
about booku wé wlll remit the money.

Our prize of $5 for the best original essay on
Spring Management of Cows, has been awarded
to John Robertson, London.

A prize of $5 will be given for the best original
essay on Farm Drainage. Essays to be handed
in not later than April 15.

A prize of $5 will be given for the best original
essay on 7he Best Method for the Registration
of Stock. -Essays to be handed in not later
than May 15th.

IDITOIIAL Nom

We consider we have only done our: duty in
trying to keep down expenditures. Now that

the grants are made, it will be our duty .to try |

and have them utilized as beneficially as we can
for you.

It is now apparent that the Advisory Board of
the Model Farm at Guelph has already done
much good to that institution, and ifleft to them
and the existing Principal, Mr. Mills, we

} | might be able ere long to report some good |

results from it. ; e

The Holstein cattle have of late "y.m gained
considerable ground in Canada, They are the

largest breed of dairy cattle known in this coun-

try, and produce large quantities of milk, from
which some of the best butter and cheese have
been manufactured. At the last New York dairy
show they carried off the first and second prize
for the largest yield of butter, and have also re-
ceived honors at numerous other exhibitions.

Our Chicago letter opens the question, which
should cause all advocates of Commercial Union
to consider, namely, In what way are we to treat
our sister colonies ! Do not our American cousins
ask too much of us, namely, to offer ourselves to
them at a price? We do not consider they have
shown a disposition to treat honorably with us, or
they wou'd allow us to go into their country and
capture our thieves that run there. Canada has
offered to reciprocate with them on this subject,
as we do not want to profit from their thieves.

Farmers’ Institutes, where they have been es-
tab'ished in Ontario, have been successful jn
drawing a pretty good attendance. A: large
amount of information hasbeen elicited from the
farmers and imparted to them. ' They have
opened the mind of many a farmer to seek more
knowledge, and much good has been done by
reaching farmers that do not read much. A
charge is laid against them, which we fear is too
true, namely, that the main object of the move-
ment has been for partizan purposes, and that
they, asa body, have been used to ask for an in-
creased agricultural expenditure, an increase of
Government officials and increase of 'salaries.
We doubt if the bread earners as a mass would
sanction this, if they could help themselves. The

introduction of partyism' wiped out many a
Grange. - We would snggest for the benefit of
these institutions and the interest of .the farmer,
that every means possible should be taken to

prevent their becoming.such.

Now is the time to sub:cribe for
the Farmers Advocate, the best
agricultural paper in Canada.

I esteem the ADVOCATE very highly and wish it

t prosperity. Every farmer should take the

o VOCATE. —R. VANSICKLE, Beverlevy, W. Flam-
To’.
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‘The regular monthly meeting of the Donmon
FArMERS’ CoUNCL was held on the 16th nlt..
Vme«Pruident O'Brien in the chair. ,

: O COMMUNIOATIONS.

| Among tbooommnmudmﬂlm
'W. A. Macdonald, Secuhryotﬂllmh
which he expressed his regret ‘at not' being able

to attend the meeting of*the Couneil, ‘and that
his departure to Europe made it necessary for
him to tender his' resignation as their Secretary.’

The resignation of W. A. Macdonald was
accepted by the Council, and a yote of thanks
given him for the energetic manner in which he
Thiad worked for the interest of the Council.

The meeting deemed it advissble to’ postpone
the election of a new Secretlrytm their next.
meeting and gppmﬁud A. Lehmann, of London,
as Secretary pro tem.

One of the members stated that the bill
passed by the Dairymen's Auoclnﬂonhdnot
been properly discussed by them, owing to the
hurried ‘manner in which it was' presented to
them, and that if  the discussion had been
allowed to take place the mistakes contsined in
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the bill would likely have been rectified, and

the bill thereby made a boon to honest farmers
and cheesemen.

APPLE CU LTURE

The following: pcpor was read by John Ken-
nedy :

The apple will wont t variety of sol
but it uSSom thrfm es on varzgm. aty or uﬂf;
saturated with
countries is a strong lo.m or a ltrong nndy
loam on a gravelly - “subsoil. . A , strong,

velly, or clayey. locm, or strong oam of a
imestone nature, ces the greatest crops and
the highest flavored frmt, as well as the utmost
longevity of the trees. . Buch a roil is moist rather
than dri‘—the most favorable condition for this
fruit. Too damp soils may often be rendered fit
for the apple by thoroufh drainage, and too dry
ones by deep subsoil plowing, or trenching
where the subsoil is of a heavier texture. t

As to situation there is difference of opinion-;
some prefer a hillside sloping to the north or west,
it forming a protection from the rays of the sun
after a clear frosty night; some prog: a southern
u t to ripen the wood and crop more perfectly.

t of evergreens on the north mdwutlidu
wonld be very meﬁcul




