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do their best to help solve the problems of the clay, 
and should not be subjected to any slurs from any source.

Nature s Diary
A. B. HI.UGH, M. A.

I he Marsh Hawk, (Circus hudsonius) • , . 
common from the Atlantic to the |> . ( '? fa‘d>
north as Hudson’s Bay, Great Bear I ' and 39 fat

ThP I r ■ ■ ■ r c- u Over most this region it is a G,„ 'ake’ a.nd Alaska
the Royal Commission, consisting of Sir Henry u!‘ is a summer res dent n-i

Drayton, \Y. M. Acworth and A. H. Smith, appointed and occassionaffndîvidua'ls arcseenTn lint'sh. Co|umbia
last July to make an investigation into the transporta- Ontario. In Ontario it arrives earl ml-ei lr( ^uthem
tion problem in Canada, recently brought down their leaves in October. Its winter range is from f>rdand
report, or reports, for a majority and minority report Scmthern" R -, ■ L' 7.eiJn *H'n°is, Northern Kansas and
resulted. The „mjo,i,y report subscribed to by the 2 ", , J “ °™»'aÜS

two first named Conn ssioners contained recommcnda- Marsh I lawk" as7ee™ directlvTi3 7° ?Utline of the 
all Canadians, in that national- wings and a long tail, with scwaUarrow bî^nn'rî8
unk, Grand Trunk Pacific and tail. 11ns is, however, one of the few II ..Lu °nL-,

is more often seen close to the ground thin hi k -W , air, and at such times it shows^ks ve Ï chS IctS 
identification mark—the band of white Cross th?1* 
It ts a large Hawk, being from ninetee o wî„tvZ 
inches in length. This species varies a grern dL^ 
plumage, the adult male being slatv bh^. "
white with rusty spots' be Vj, while the fema?e 2 
young are brownish-black, Hiked with rusty aL” 
and rusty, with black streaks, below. y’
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Scotland. Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per
[lldt'ed sat=T2.nC«LÂ?,00 PCr year u hen not paid in advance. 
Umted States. $2.60 per year; all other countries. 12s., in

tions which will intere 
ization of the Grand r 
Canadian Northern roads into one great system was 
thought advisable. The minority report, bearing the

I. ADVERTISING RATES.-Single insertion, 25 cents per line o3™ °f a Practical railwayman of the United
* tW&awSSSSS on application. ' States and President of the New York Central lines,

an LxAphcUEoRrdSerA,?Vr^iAvLE for Ts' “"aI! faVOred restricting the Canadian Northern to Western
*• ThTLeAW °isarzrsr BmubiX™adteoanJ:Zr^sbya^Whe,d JZp ^ a" ^ °ther tHan

Mdaed^to'bedSactmtl81^1**** are paidl and their paPer tbe ' R-> and confine the G. T. R. to Eastern Canada 
I. REMITTANCEs'dS.Jdte made direct to us either by whel"e k wou,d operate all C. N. R. eastern lines. The

Æ SbS’sK at°our ri^rewbernerma°deR7he^ =onnecting links between East and West were to be
THE DATE ONWWb'I a leased to either the C- N- R- or the G. T. R. for a term

slE.s?rfpTion?. pJd shows to what time your of years.

A^LLLLY^°U.u “I5.m,VI\Uation9 will receive no attention. In 
I* Given^’ F“U Name and Post-office Address Must

It is well that the Commission’s reports were made 
so promptly. Obviously something^'must be done to 
better Canada’s railway transportation facilities. In the 
West the best and

*• WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent
ta LEVfS?LM^

«de of the peper only.
-11. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers 

change of address should give the old 
P. O. address.

lS" Wtod!^VWeEn^.AJ?MERS, t0 Trite ua on any agricultural 
£r„„We 811 always pleased to receive practical articles. 
r°r .8uc,h 88 we consider valuable we will pay ten cents 

P.nnîed matt,er- Criticisms of Articles, Sugges­
tions How to Improve The Farmer’s Advocate and Home 

DeeCrÎPti°,nS of New Grains, Roots or Vege- 
TriJd nr TijCn2W?’ Particulars of Experiments 
anü^yed Methods of Cultivation, are each and 
nth^el2>me" C°ntr*but>ons sent us must not be furnished 

u'pH they have appeared in our columns.
IS. AnnmtK returned on receipt of postage.*’ AIF.R Fn^A w-r?wc-T(LLLILS,F;S,,'f’N DENTS ARE CONSID-
l« AUCMMimiriSL A" a?d wil1 not be forwarded.

" necred^.OhU^CATIONL m, reference to any matter con- 
nm ,n = nLlateaPa?er shou,d be addressed as below, and 
not to any individual connected with the paper

Address THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY Limited),

0".
-1be written on one most prompt service in the way of 

moving grain is not always possible on the lines as they 
now exist. The report states that in the East the Grand 
Trunk requires at least 200 more locomotives and at 
least 10,000 freight cars. The equipment is getting 
older month by month and year by year. Shortage of 
help and necessary curtailment of expenditure 
conducive to keeping roadbeds and equipment in the 
best possible condition. Deferred expenditures must be 
made sooner or later.

when ordering a 
as well as the new Fig. 3. Marsh Hawk.

The Marsh Hawk
c IT ,h ri "fi3! ithC T gC °f 3 bog- but sometimes i/un- 
ririlri d fiemu 1C nest 18 comP°sed of twigs and 
d ied grass 1 he eggs are four or five in number, pale
greenish-white in color, sometimes faintly spotted with 
light brown or lilac. The period of incubation is from 
twenty-six to twentv-eight days.

When one approaches the vicinity of the nest the 
parents circle excitedly about, making frequent feinte 
t striking Straight as an arrow they come until 

but a few feet from your head, then with a sudden 
swerve they sweep by, fanning your face with the wind 
o the,r w,ngs- All the time they keep up a harsh, 
wreanimg, Chee-chee-chee-chee-chee”.

The main item of food of the Marsh Hawk is meadow 
mice, and it is these injurious little rodents which it if 
seeking when we see it beating to and fro over the fields 
it also leeds on rabbits, squirrels, snakes, frogs and an 
occassional small bird. T he birds taken are small, 
ground-haunting species, such as the Vesper, Savanna 

... Per annum would and other sparrows, and so rarely are even these birde
represent the annual liability of the Government to captured that it would appear as if they were pounced 
meet unearned interest charges for the first few years uI)0.p|'v “de hidden in the grass in mistake for a 
under commission control. 1 • American Rough-legged Hawk is a common

There was annrhpr . summer resident in Labrador, Ungava, and in the barren-
no more use the reenmm i .■ ,8 ,P */' m tbc reP°rt> v,z-> g,ounds west of Hud oil’s Bay, and is seen as a migrant

consumer A rec°m™endatlon that all future outlay on the 8Pr.,n6 an,d „fa|l jn the Maritime Provinces, Quebec,
minimum price could scarcely increase acreage for this '" u" ® 3V Ralhvay be reduced to the lowest t,rations afni , Manitoba. Sometimes remarkable nu-
vear and it i= 1 uY l • aÇreage lor this possible point. grations of this species occur, such as that in Ontario

, . u whether it could be set high The folly of too manv marls n r , !n ®ctober 1895, when an immense flight of these bird»
oiough to even interest the farmer. (Remember the is Diain wi,PthPr h 7 roads Parallel,ng one another took place Its winter range is in the middle states
Bntish Government offer of $1.30 per bushel for No 1 " hauls are short or long the roads south to Virginia, Missouri and Central California

Northern wheat.) Maximum price, by govern. “T "’’"V"1”1- S“"« ^ ™a .hould he re-
men,, have alway, (ailed. 11 ,h, come, to the „eam roaL,'” Tto" C°"’tr"tio"-,be 11 electric or

worst there is only one way to deal with the whole rZT r fT 7°P 6 mUSt bl"ld and maintain the
situation, and that is control consumption of Ld on a!tew co"r "’ l *7 t°UM’ " 80 far 35 P°8sibIe.
the ticket or some other basis as in Britain and Ger- NaUon liztr r'/v' WlH d° m°St g00d" 
many, but such is scarcely likely in a producing country Tho 7'°na!,ze ra‘lway,S? Yes' m 80 far as practicable,
like Canada. We have more faith.in an uZmTred 7 found the C. P. R. to be on a sound
fair-flowing commerce to pull this country through nrZ rec°Lnmended that 11 remain a private enter- Fi&- 4.—American Rough-legged Hawk,
than in any scheme of governmental control of food •* ' 6 °.ther blg roads they recommended to go T. •
.''ttt'J" dhb meaMime “ k » .W* over the' ^C. C L , " ' 1" "W-S 'rhT-«”,,‘1=
situation and become acquainted with the facts. There to be nlaced under \ '' i \ 7 L C R'’ 3nd these ° St,CHs and smal1 branches, lined with dried grass, 
is nothing saved by leaving eggs out of a cake and m T , b°ard. °f five trustees. This is t10?8. down and feathers. The eggs are from three
putting in something more expensive than eyes We 3V|0ld • danKer of political intrigue. Under no 7:fuVe M.",u']'ber’ and afe dull white in color, blotched
still have faith in the Canadian farmer and In Z r consideration should politics be allowed to enter into nh reddish-brown. The incubation period is 28 days
dain consumer r;>anad,an *armer and 10 the Cana- the management of the system if the idea e , Thu Rou8.h/,e8 as may be seen from Figure i
dam consumer. Both are good and necessary classes worked out Polit,’ ‘S a"y m3y ba ‘dent,ficd by its outline which shows ampk
of people, and out of it all they should eventually reach enterprise p , ' , ld rUln any commercial wings and a short, broad tail, the heavy, black band

better understanding of one another , .P ’ obtical control would be far more costly immediately above the white tip of the tail, and the
and far less satisfactory than private control Pronerlv uC Patcb on the lower breast and abdomen. It»
appointed and judiciously selected trustees Lu , , > X a ,î, twenty- our inches in length, an efficient means of - It Ate t , f h°Uld f°m • ^’ke ^ of the Hawks the Rough-leg varies greatly
Are the ' w,thout Politics. |n its plumage. The upper parts vary in different
Are the people ready for the trial? They have paid for ,nd.'vld4als from light amber brown to dark chocolate
the roads and the right of their control. The Canadian w"!‘e under parts show much difference in the
people have paid over $30,000 per mile toward thn i m am°unt of black present. Some individuals are entirety
ing of the country’s railways t!u,n tk , !\ y b ack’ except on the top of the head, forehead,
into considérât inn t 7’ k g he entlre m,lea8e thro?t' base of the tail and bars on the tail. In thtt

consideration. Is it not about time something species the leg are feathered right down to the toes,
was done toward control? To a large extent the pros WhC,n,Ce 'tS name’ .
perity and success of the country denend nn • l he taP/c article of diet of the Rough-legged Haws
They must not be allowed to 7 railroads. is mice, and it never takes birds of any kind. It has'
. . , , ed to deteriorate or what will been asserted that the Rough-leg prevs on ducks and

appen industry and credit? Unnecessary duplication °tbcr water-fowl, but the stomachs of individuals
must be avoided, or operating expenses will be unwar- ,-r‘î1 ,ocal.'ties where water-fowl were extremely 
ranted as compared with returns. Un-taoned dktrit-tc P,VMtl c C0,nt3',ned n? trace of such food, but were on the 
must be opened uo The problem ti , 8 hand filled with the remains of meadow mice,
They foot the hill win „ , Pr°b7m. 18 the PeoPle 9- 80 tbat .'t-s Pr°bable that these assertions have been

y t the bill, win or lose, and it seems no more made without proper identification of the Hawk con-
than right that they should control. The railways are ccr!1ed’,, In addition to mice the Rough-leg also oc- 
in Canada; let their control be here too. casionally takes squirrels and rabbits.

I his species hunts

nests on

are not

The people of Canada have invested about one 
billion dollars in the chief railway corporations of this 
country,. I he C. N. R. has had assistance to the 
of 300 millions of dollars. The 
of five millions last

extent
company had a deficit 

year. The Grand Trunk, through
down, there should be no need in a producing and ex- dollars^^eZeaf1'The Z ^ 7" milli°n
portmg country like Canada for very much price fixing ple-wil7have Parl,ament-the
and its attendant difficulties. An open market dnd a 
world shortage, according to those in charge of the in­
creased production campaign, and we believe they are 
right, ensure high prices for this and next year. Canada’s 
patriotic farmers also feel that they are doing their part 
by producing all they can, and they feel reasonably 
sure of good prices besides. They have 
for the food speculator than has the

London, Canada

pco-
to pay. This means over twelve million 

dollars annually, whereas the Commission estimates 
that a little over twelve million dollars

mouse

RE-
*"1

If the few farmers who have not done their part 
coward enlistment, or production, or patriotic effort 
could be shaken up in a large sack with the few 
minded little shrimps who still

narrow-
. - farmers of being

slackers, we do not know which would get out first. 
It would be well if neither escaped. All but a-few men 
on the land have done their duty as they saw it, and it is 
equally noteworthy that the vast majority of city resi­
dents have made sacrifices without number 
cause

accuse

toward the
oi liberty. It is manifestly unfair to measure the 

good of the rural people by calling attention to
:he shortcomings of a handful of misfits, 
lust as wide of the mark

ft would be 
to measure all city people by 

the silly utterances of a few mis-informed, talkative in- 
■ vi ua s. I he masses of thinking people, whether they 

live m country cr city, arc earnestly endeavoring to

during the hours of dawnmore
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