is claimed that the 1ian who tells us to be
cood for the sake of the good itself, to be
honest for honesty's sake, to be pure for
the sake of purity, 15 uppealing to a motive

tar nobler, far loftier, far more elevating

than that of the Christian, Tt s asserted
that the heathen emperor of ancient Rome
enunciated a principle far higher when he
wrote 1 ** What more dost thou want when
Art thou
not contented that thou hast done some
thing conformable to thy nature, and dost
thou seek to be paid for it, just as though

thou hast done a man a service ?

the eye demanded a recompense for see-
ing, or the feet for walking 2"

Now, the question is, How can we meet
Is the hope of reward,
after a certain manner of life, a low motive

such objections ?
to appeal to?  Arc we, as Christians,
merelyusing man’sselfishnessasanincentive
to a Christlike life 2
(uestions as these is found in that which

The answer to such

constitutes the reward.

What is the Christian’s reward 2 Surely
itis not to be found in the thanks and
good will which sometimes follows a ser-
vice rendered.  Poor and worthless would
this reward prove in many a case
were all, many, no doubt, can recall ser-
vice upon service for which no such recom-

pense was given ; service after service for
which they have received but coldness and
indifference.
a soul has had for kindness only harsh
words ; for deeds of service, sneers of
hatred 3 for good things bestowed, the cut-
ting rebuke which springs from an un-
grateful heart.

Then, again, this reward is somcthing
more even than a future state of bliss and
happiness, something which we are to re-
ceive when we have passed through the
valley of the shadow of death. *‘The
crown of righteousness ™ is the reward fora
life of Christian service ; but this was for
the apostle, when he had fought the good
aght, when he had kept the faith, and
tinished his course. It is true that this
aspect of the Christian's reward is open to
the objections mentioned above.

Now the noblest purpose of this life of
ours, so full of strange surprises and appar-
ently unsolvable mysteries, is the forma-
tion of character ; the building up of that
which some one has likened 10 the image
and  superseription on the coin.  This
peculiar stamp, this character which each
one of us bears, is the result of many
forces working silently and unknown, but
all contributing something to the result,
It is the sum of the forces of this life,
lor, says Goethe :

If this |

Nay, more than this ; many |

| the stature of the fullness of Christ.”

PAKISH AND HOME.

Valent forms itself in solitude,

Jharacter in the storm of life,

Slowly and surely this has been formed,
each thought, each word, each deed, has
added its will

portion.  Au illustration

serve to make this clearer.  Inthe Vatican
there is a famous piece of statuary known
as the Apollo Belvedere, which for beauty,
grace, and symmetry of form was held,
until recently, to surpass all known picees
of statuary,  Let us imagine we sat beside

that unknown seulpior the first day he

swan his work upon that mass of marble

fresh from the quarry.  Te begins, what
seems  to us, an almost hopeless task.
Under his patient and enduring labor we

have seen the outline of the figure gradu-

ally appear, till at last we stand transfined |

by the beauty of the result.  Each day's

work has contributed something towards |

that beauty of form. ‘h stroke of the

hammer, each cut of the chisel, has added |

The
smallest e did something towards the per
Thus it is with the for-

Thus it is that every

something towards the grand resalt,

fection produced

mation of character.
Christlike act brings with it a sure and
certain reward.  This reward is what we
hecomee, and not only what we et ; what
we are after such actions rather than what
we will recedve, doe., we are brought, even
by giving the cup of cold water, nearer
“unto a ]u:lfc(‘l man, unto the measare of
The
smallest service rendered in Christ’s name
contributes  something towards attaining
this noble ideal 3 adds something to the
that
proaches somewhat o the perfection of

formation  of character which ap-
our manhood found in our Lord Jesus
Christ,
ing, what more idealistic reward can he
Thus 1t is, as Chris-
tians, we appeal to man, not as a brute

What nobler, what more elevat-
set before any man ?

beast, but as one capable of being influ-
enced by the method of motives.  We call
him to become a Christian, not so much
that he may escape the torments of hell,
but rather that he might become more like
that great, good man, Jesus, the carpenter
of Nazarus, who was none other than ** the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”  We
find, therefore, that ** the mouve power
lies not somucn in what shall be given, but
in what we shall be.  If we are faithtul we
shall enjoy the peace and companionship
and delights of heaven; but the more
blessed fact for us is that we shall be
found worthy of the vision of God, cap-
able of the intensest, divinest happiness.”
C.8.5.

GOD'S WAVS ARE BEST.
Brrieve, tred heart, God's ways are best,

Vo make His will thine own brings rest

Endured the weary day of pain,
Eright as the sunset after rain,
Shall dawn with smiling skies, to-morrow

Ending the long black mght of sornow

Obscure to our earth-blinded vision,

T he steps that lead to heighes elys

We see the thorns that pierce us so
Why we were w fed we shall know
When sodden fiel

Shall vanish in the aftermath,

and briery path

Nina K. ien, in New kA i ar

For Pakisi ano Howe,

A MISSION INCIDENT.

It was the second night of the mission.

We had announced that we proposed re
mAining in the church after service, and
would be glad to speak to any on spiritual
matters, but the large congregation had
disp orsed and none remained behind,

“Welly the Lord was here, though we
are not to have an after meeting,” said the
rector.

*Yes, I helieve He was,  Shall we go
for a short walk before going home 27

We went out and turned down the street
Presently two ladies hupried past us, going

| toward the church.

** They have evidently forgotten some
thing,” said the rector. 1 wonder if
they will be in time, or are the lights out
already 27

We turned to see, when suddenly they
““1s that you, Mr. R— 2
I have been hurrying back in the hope

also stopped.

that I might se¢ you before you left for
home. I was at the service to-night, and
want to speak to you,”

We turned in the direction of her home,
as by this time the lights in the church
The Lord
was going to let us have an after-mecting
after all,

The lady was evidently much in carnest,

were out and the doors locked.

and began the conversation at once.

** You spoke to-night as if you knew all
that was in my heart. Do you remember
saying that there was something in our
hearts which cried out for the knowledge,
the assurance that our sins were forgiven ?
You said that we could have no doubt of
our sinfulness 3 of that we could be quite
sure, and for that reason we could not be
satistied without knowing that we had for
giveness,”

“Yes, | said that,  Is it not true 27

Without replying to my question, she
hastened on :

1 cannot tell you how miserable 1 am.
I looked forward to this mission, hoping to




