
U
=*

—I

*

•t;

i,« ?

v» -le,

-S

1 > < f

I

.*
■Iil

4
W

>
/ i

usTHE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.May. 1913—19

had kut Ihti iI loge! her In great tear, their 
homos and their llvee being threatened. 
Far away from friends and their native 
lands, the trial of their faith was made 
perfect, aa they lifted up their hearts In 
the words:

tough destruction walk around us. 
Though the arrows past us 

Angel guards from Thee surro 
We are safe If thou art nigh."

Stories of Gospel Songs and the Origin of 
Some Favorite Hymns

Optional Subject for Literary Meeting in May
I DELL ROGERS, Coboubo.

" Th
fly.
und us,At almost every union gathering of re

ligious denominations, among the hymns 
used, " Bleat be the tie that binds," la 
almost Invariably found. Not very many 
perhaps, know the story of Its prlgln. 
Rev. John Fawcett, the author, was in 
1772 pastor of a small church at Walne
gate, and received a call from there to a 
larger church In London, 
were loaded with the 
ture, when the

around and begged 
aaln with them. "I c 

d hi

has long been a 

of the
£O ACRED song 

^ ored mediu 
w deep things

d the chlldr

expressing t 
heart. When 

•en of Israel stood 
on the shore of the Red Sea. they sig
nalized their deliverance from the hand of 
Pharaoh by the psalm of praise, “ I will 
sing unto the Lord for He hath triumphed 
gloriously, the horse and his rider hath 
He thrown Into the sea." Even since 

e far off days there has never been 
any great religious movement without the 
use of sacred song. Luther set all Ger
many on Are with religious zeal as he 
sang that grand hymn, “ A mighty fort- 

i our God,” of which he wrote both 
ords and music. So powerful for 

good was It that Luther’s enemies de
clared that the whole German 
singing themselves Into Luther 
and that his hymns "destroyed 
than all his writ
Ing the prolonged contest of the Refer 
tlon, we are told, that it was of 
culable benefit and comfort to 1 
tant people, and it became th 
hymn of Germany. The hero of the thirty 
years' war. Gustavus Adolphus, adopted 
It as his battle-hymn when he was leading 
his troops to meet Wallenstein.

In 1720 a remarkable revlv 
a town in Moravia. The Jes 
it, and the meetings were orderei 
discontinued. At David Nltsch 
house, where a hundred and fifty persons 
had gathered, the police broke In and 
seized the books. Nothing daunted the 

lgregatlon struck up the stanza of 
Luther’s hymn:

rm and stress of life 
eagle’s wings 

and safety In

t of the i 
soul mount! 
found ulildl

Ou

the secret of Ills presence.
” Onward, Christian Soldiers,” one 

our laier hymns, has come to be popul 
us the battle hymn of the Christian 
church, Inspiring us to follow In the train 
of the Hon of God. The author, 8. Barlng- 
OmII) Is said in hav- been unprepared 
for Its great popularity. Whlt-Monday 
Is a favorite day for school festivals In 
Yorkshire, On Whlt-Monday, 1866, it was 
decided that the schools of the neighbor
ing villages should Join forces. Mr. Bar- 

Id says, ” I wanted the children 
marching from one village 

nd could think of nothing 
Is hymn. The

celebrated com-

Mount Washing-

"h"! as upon 
ng peace

of
1er

The wagons

arlshloners 
their pas- 

annot bear 
er husband

mn. commemorative 
n imagine the feel- 

wlth which it was sung In his own

lr books and
lr devoted

ath
i'f
of

__r to rem 
this,” said 

terated 
lr good

that he wrote this hym 
the event. We ca:

f„a;
Mrs. Fawcett, an 
her words. Th 

s and remained l 
ent so Impressed Dr. Faw

rell
the

aey unp 
at Wain

The
ing
to sing when 
to another, n 
suitable, so composed th 
music to which the words 
sung was written by the < 
poser, Hlr Arthur Hu I 

A child on tho top of

of
lngs 
church.

A hymn that most beautifully expresses 
the faith and submission of the trusting 
heart, and that has been the means of 
deeper abiding confidence In God for

people

In
the Protes- 
e national

s and sermons.”hig are comm

11 vn

yal began In 
ults opposed

mann's

"And though this world, with devils 
Should threaten to undo us;

111 not fear, for God hath 
th to triumph thr

filled,

willed, 
ough us.”

We w 
His tru

and still continues 
is hymn is one of 

Inspiring In our

And triumph It has 
its widening way. Th 
the strongest and 
Canadian hymn book.

A few years later the church of God 
was thrilled by the sermons of John Wes
ley and the songs of his brother Charles, 
whose hymns are perhaps more exten
sively used throughout Christendom than 
any others. Several Incidents have been 
narrated as having given cause for the 
writing of one of the best known of 
Wesley's hymns, “ Jesus, Lover of 
Soul.” That which is vouched for by 
rendants of the Wesley family Is as 
lows: Wesley was preaching In the fl 

the parish of Klllybagh, County 
Ireland, when he was attacked by 
who were opposed to his doctrine.

jght refuge In a near-by hou 
farmer’s wife, Jane Lowrie Moore, told 
him to hide In the milk-house down in 
the garden. When the mob came and de
manded the fugitive, she tried to quiet 
them by offering them refreshments. Go- 

own to the milk-house, she secretly 
:ed Charles Wesley to get through 
rear window and hide under the 

hedge, by which ran a small stream. 
Lying there in a cramped position with 

cries of his pursuers about him, he 
:e this Immortal hymn. Descendants 

lady who shielded Mr. Wesley 
1 live in this house.

“ I would rather have written that 
hymn of Wesley’s, “ Jesus, Lover of my 
Soul,”' Henry Ward Beecher once said, 
“ than to have the fame of all the kings 
that evêr sat on earth. It will go on 
singing until the trump brings forth 
angel band, and then I think It wi.. 

nt up on some lip to the very pres- 
of God.”

MISSIONARY MOCK TRIAL AT PARK IIILL. 
(See page 114.)

many a troubled soul, is ” Lead, kindly 
light,” written by Dr. Newman. This 

hymn in 
easing clr-

ton was wit 
during Him progre 
Where they stood was all per 
and aiiiishlne. The beautiful panorama 
of nature's handiwork so Impressed the 
young heart, that she exclaimed, “ I see 
the Doxology," All around seemed 

to say, "Praise God from Whom 
sings flow." The Doxology has been 

almost universally adopted as a praise 
hymn by all churches. Wllhemn Frank, 
the composer of the tune, "Old Hundred," 
was a German, The words were written 
by Thomas Her. In 1696.

Much more could bo said 
of these, a few of our favo 
did space permit. In " Sankey's Story 
of the Gospel Hymns," to which I am In
debted for Incidents related here, may be 
found material for many a service of 
song or evening with favorite hymn- 
wrlters.

h her father above the clouds 
of a thunderstorm.

feet calmdlvlIebrated divine wrote this 
.3 under peculiar and dlstr 

cumstances, and just before he 
upon the Tractarian movement in the 
tablished church. He had been to Rome 
and stopping at Sicily on his homeward 
way he became dangerously ill with fever. 
When recovered sufficiently he took pas 
sage on an orange boat for Marseilles, 
being under the Impression that he must 
return to England and begin a movement 
for the reformation of the church in ac- 

ance with his views. The sailing 
vessel was becalmed for a week beneath 
tropical skies, and there, his body swelter
ing with the heat and his spirit troubled 
as to his personal responslbill 
fllctlng views, he pen 
hymn that has been the solace and refuge 
of troubled, sin-stained humanity ever

“ Saviour breathe an eve 
was suggested to Edmesto 
ous hymn-writer, and an 
tect by profession,
volume of Abyssinian travels, “ At night 
their short evening hymn, ‘Jesus, for
give us,’ stole through the camp.” During 
the Boxer rebellion this hym 
by a band of beleaguered missionaries 
under most trying circumstances. They
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Icnnlal League, London, Ont., re- 
tlint two of their young men have 

s year decided to take up the work 
tho ministry. Concerning the Era, we 
ote:—" The Era should be In the home 
all our people, for It Is the brightest 

and beat paper we have, full of helpful 
suggestions for our work." Besides their 
missionary givings, tho League are giving 
this year |loo to their new Sunday School.
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